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~ July 15, 1~76

~

The Honorable Vincent 1~ . Cianci, Jr. , T~`Iayor
and The Honorable City Council
City of Providence, Rhod.e Island

Gentle,~ien :

I a~n pleased to sub.mit the Tuaentieth ~nnual Report of

operations, Z~ror1L carried on, and achievements of the ~epartment

of Buildin~ Inspection during the year, 1~?5-1~76 as rec;uired by

ordinance.

The ~etails of the operations of the Department are covered

in the followin; reports of each of the divisi.ons.

Our accor~lplishr~ents, such as ti~ey may be, reflect our

continuing vigilance to keep pace with new developments in all

~ facets of the building construction industry.

Durin~ the past year, the perinit valuations amounted to

~27,~6~,67£~.44. The Department collected >1~1,~22.0~ in permit fees.

The assist~nce and cooperation received by the Department

from you has aided greatlf in the r.ealization by the accomplishments

described herein. '~~iith your continued coopera~ion and counsel and

through the conscientious efforts of the employees of this ~epartinent,

we shall continue to improve the quality and efficiency of the

services we render in the inte~est of public safety,

Respectfully sub~itted,
/ ~

i% ~/~'✓ ~ -' _- ' t' ~~I~~~

Vincent Dil~iase, P.E,

Director

~



TIIL BUI i llII.iG COD ~~...~.,..~,...._,~.._~.._......~....

The y'building code7~ has corle to rnean coll~ctively all the
,

local lai,rs regulatir~ the const-ruction of a building, including, ,
all of its auxiliary components, such as el~ctrical v~iring, plumb~

in~ and rnechanical. The building coc?e ;overns not only the

construction of a building but also its use and occupancy. The

essential ~urpose of a code is to provide for the classification. ,
of a buildingts use r ~i~s type of construction, and to impose

certain requirer.~eYlts as to its design and safety features,

su.~rficient to i^educe ~hreats to lif e and property to an acceptable

ninimum.

T1lodern building co~es place li~~'e safety abovA a11 other

consi~~rations ancl at~ernpt to pi^ovic'e sufficient structural

integrity, fire i^esistance, ancl existing systei~~s to enable persons

to utilize such building in relative saiety, or enable them to

vacate a distressed building.

~he building code, as it 1~ertains to dt•~ellings, is ordinarily

selaarate from a housin~ code. The distinction betvreen the two is

that a buildin~ code dictates the manner in 8hich a building shall. .
'~e constrvcted, and the housing code how it ~~rill be maintained.

The primary intent of bui.lding regulation is to provide
,

reasonable controls for the cons~ruction, use anc~ occupancy of

buil~ings, and all of their various cornponents. Thus such codes,
are minimum in nature, and unc?er the provisions of the Police Power

cannot be r:ia~e to require construction of a quality excessive of

that v~rhich is necessary to furnish a reasonable degree of safety.

~ittenlpts to impose construction requireMents that might exceed



~

those rninimwns in all proba~ility t~rould no~t be upheld if taken to

court. (The word minirflurn should not be misconstrued as inferior

o~.^ shoddy t~rorl~ ) .

Coc~es rnust be based on vrhat is generally accept~d as good

standal~ds of construction. Only those provis~ ons t~~hich are

-reasonable, practical, or nec~ssary can be le~ally enforced.
,

Codes containing ~~quirenlents or specifications tivhich, through

an~1 sis' can bey , ~rove~ to be excessive of minimum requiremen~s

are of questionable legal validity.

Properly written coaes ti~aill contain provisions requiring

that buildin~s and structures Ue erected, utilized and maintained

in a manner which reduces the risk to human life and safety to an

acceptable miniMum.

Building codes to be enforceable uncZer the police powsr, must.. , .
be reasonable and certain....tizey must not be arbitrary, oppress~.ve,

nor discriminatory against materials or methods af cons~rt~ction.

The doctrine of Police i'ov~rer is based on tl~e fundamental du~y of

government to pi~otect its citizens. I'rivats int~r~st must give

vaay ~o public Vlelfare vJhen regulations enacted under the police

power are in existence. Property rights 1ega11y cannot be irapaired. ,

under the exercise of ~olice po~~ler; hov,rever, the validity of police

pot2rer is not cae~ermined by its effect on one piece of property,

nor on the desired use o~" it, but upon the General iurpose of the

regulation and the means by v~hich the intended health, safety,

and ti~lelfare provis ions are attained.
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THE BUIL~II~:G OFPICI~~L~ ....~.~._.~.~..~..._ - ---- - -

The UuilGin~ oz"ficial is an elected or appointed pub~ic

officer responsible ~ or the ac~na.nistration and enforces~ient of the
,

various coc~es regu~atin~ construction, use or occupancy of buildin~s

and structures .~ public or private. His ~ri~ary responsibility is

to assure that the saietSr and 1_lcalth of the public is maintained

i through adherence to Vhose reqL~iznements estaUlished by lat~r in the

construction or use of ev~ry building in the cornmunity. This
. , . , ,

includes buildings in t~~hich people live, eat, sleep, play, vJork,, , , .

t-rorship, study, recuperute, or are entertained. It even includes

t'~ose buildings t•,rhich restrict Iiberties - prisons and similar

insti~utions. Stated r~ore simply .~ all buildin`s of a municipality.
,

- Inherent in all of these facilities~ even the most ornate and, ,
costly~ are clzaracteristics that, ii installed vrithout proper

controls, could pose threats to life, health oi^ s~.fety. In order

~o mii~ii~lize such a possibility to ev~ry extent possible, the build--

ing ofzicial is invested wi~h considerable authori~ty. His know-, , ,
ledge, comp~tence, experience, and the manner in vrhich he assumes

his responsibilities and exercis~s his authority make a significant

dii':r"erence bettiJeen attairunent of the safety conternplated by the
- • ,

coc?es, or r,~issing l~uilt-in, hidden and insidious c~angers that, like, .
dorrlant volcanoes~ are unpredic~able and deadly.

An individual aspiring to Uecome a building official, vJho.
l~.cks training, exp~rience and education in ALL aspects of,
construction? particularly reluted to code requirer~lents, should be

- 3
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considei~eci to k~e c~er"icient. i:~unicipalitie~ considering the

eraployi~ient or" an individual to run a Building Department oJould be

vrell advised to utilize a panel of experienced Building Officials

to assist tl~em in r~al=ing a proper selection.

Personal c~eficie.ilcies are alleviated to some extent vinen a

dej~art~nent has a properly qualified stafi of experts occupying key
. .

positions~ but this is the exception rather than the rule.
, .

The duties of the Building Official are to organize, pl~n~
. . , , ,

coorGinate, truin, direct~ control, reviet~r~ and to repr~sent his

municipality as its expert in the field of code adrninis~ration and

enforcer~ent. He is resi~onsible for its smooth and proper perform..
, , .

ance and~ likewise, accountaUle for a11 its actions .• good and bad.
.

~~ If one were to compare objectively the cl.uties, responsibili~

ties and lcnoiJledge requirei;~eni,s of a Building Offi cial t~rith other
,

` ~ municipal adrninistrators~ it is fairly certain that the comparison

ti~ould show sorne startlino diiferences. In no other field of

municil~al administration are the responsibilities of administrators

as diverse and dernanding as those irnposed on the ~erson responsible

for the function of the IIuilc?ing Department,

The effective and successful t~dmin~strator requires skills in
f

many difz"erent and unrelated disciplines? including the physical
. . . , , ,

sciences, political sciene~~ law~ hygiene, administration, and,

perizaps rnost important, human relations.

~
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~

DIVISTON OF STRUCTURES AAtD ZONING

P-Ir. Vincent Dil~ase, Director
Department of Building Inspection

Dear Sir:

I respectfully submit for your information and consideration

a report oi the ~aork of the Division of Structures and Zonin~, for

the Fiscal Year fron July 1, 1c75 to June 30, 1~76.

Attached hereto ~;re tvao tables setting forth by types of

occupancies,the number of build.ing and miscellaneous structures,

including the estir~iaterJ costs for which permits were issued.

The table marlced ~~Ne~~~ i~;ork'~ contains data pertainil~~ to the

construction of new buildin~s and miscellaneous structures. The

~ t~ble markecl f~~dditions and Alterations" contains data pertainin~

to buildin; aperations on existin~ buildin~s in order to provide

additional s ace or t r~alce i er' ep o nt a.or chang s to satisfy current

and anticipated needs.

The esti~~lat~d costs ~s set forth herein, taken from the

accompanying tabl.es,do not inclucle the costs of hea:ting, plumbing,

and electrical installations.

0



ESTIMATED COST OF BUILDING OPERATIONS BY MONTHS 19 ?5_76
N~W

MONTHS
DWELLING
1 FAMILY

C'NELLING
2 FAMI~Y

MULTI
FAMI~Y

CHURCHES
HOMES. ETC.

ArnuSEMEHr ~OFFiCEB~DGS.' PUBLIC
8 PECREwtlov $ BnrvKs ' AND MUNi.

SCHOOLS
GASOLINE
STATIONS I GARAGES STORES

STURE-
HOUSES

MF6.AND I
SHOPS

011
BURNERS

MISC TOTAL

~

-~- 85,50o i1~,o~0 ~ ;
I ~

' ~,500,00 4,000 25,000 270,00 3,898.500

AFT~ b3,5oo 26,000, 7o,000i ~ ' 3,000 1~8,00 210,500
sF.fi:
~a~- 70, soo 36, o00 .

, ,
~ ,2po 107, 700

CCT.
51,eoo 2,000 3,60o i7,boo 45,0o b,000 235,200

xc~
~~Q 78,000 20,000 ~ ~ i ( 4,30 102,300

J~~: , 36,000 1,1~00,000 1,352,000 , ~~ I 4,300 26,00 2,816,300

.{~x- 1,650.000 I i 30,00 ,700 1,681,700

FvB.
rz~~

'
io2,5o0. ~;

, '~ i~,000 89,300 30,00 ,500 228,300

~: 26,000, ~,850,000 i ~ i 25,000 25,80(~ 2,026,800

;. ~• 131,000~ 1~b,000 ~' I
! ~

1,200 ' ,000 185,200

J~ 63,000; i5,000 bo,000 700,000 ~ so,000~ ~; ; 4,400 022 00•

-b~- 88,000 16,000 , ~ 1,700 I ~ i,o0 ,200 107,900

TOTALS 795,~00;139,000 1.1t96.0 ~ ~ I 36~,20 I ~~ ~-+.

~ I ~ OF PE ITS IS U~'D

~{~,
ALTG .

6
'

1 - - - ' - ii
- 1 - 1 1 - 3 - - 13

!

-F~- 4 1 - , - - 1 ~ - - I - 2 - - 1 - - ~ 9
sEPT. ~I - 1 ~ 6
o~' :_

1 I ~- I
I~~_

3 - j , - - ' - - - 1 2 2 - 1 i lo

2 1 'i - - - - - - - - ; - - 2 - - 5
DEC .
J~_

2 _ i 1 1 - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - 6
_

_ ~ _ i - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 3

Fw~ ~~- ~ 7 - - - -~ - - - - 1 2 - 1 - 1 12

MAR.
-~s.- ; 

2 _ _ 1
- - - - - - 2 2 - - ?

Ae~e~i+~~- 5 2 - -

I

- - - - - 1 - - - - 1 9

rtaY
1~_

; 
4 i ~ i - i _ - - 3 - - - - -

i1

-~- 5 ~ 1 - I - - - - - 1 1 ~ 1

TOTALS (~(} I T 3 4 i - L I -. 1 1 11 A - 13 ~
~~~
~lOO



ESTIMATED COST OF BUILDING OPERATIONS BY MONTHS 19 75_76
~ ar.mFuam -rnNa

~MONTHS
DWELLING i DWELLING
1 FAMILY ~ 2 FAMIIV

MUL71
FAMILV

CHURCHES
HOMES. ETC.

AMUBEMENT
BRECaE~'rtoN

OFF~CEBLOGS.
8 BANKS

PUBLIC
AND MUNI.

SCHOOLS
6ASOLINE
STATIONS

GARAGES STORES
STORE•
HOUSES

MFG.AND OIL
SHOPS I BURNERS

MISC TOTAL

~

JR Y 46,200 ~58,800 52,90~ 21•4~ 50~ 3,500 14,000 1,100 6,600 1,200 122,000 8,400 366,600

~ .AUG .
~pT _

!
29,100 ; 21,600 31,700 .69,50, 11},000 10,000 19,000 2,400 1,700 1~.6,100 275,100

~~~ 65,900 ! 23,900 20,700 13,40C} 23,4~~ 86,50~ 59,800 5,800 29,700 0,000 369,100

~~. 32,800 39,500 53,300 ~.,179,000 13,500 00,000 l0,000 200 8,500 61,000 0,500 1 668,300

~. ,31;100 ~~8,500 30,100 1,000 1,000 1,700 5,500 13L~,8o0 7,800 235,500

~'~~~ ~ 17,600 ~ 32,000 ~69,5~~ 100,000 51},700 1,700 ,200 1,2!}2,700 1 432,400

3d~sr- '38,l~00 1E,3o0 27,800 12,5oC~ 89,100 3,000 21~,000 700 5,200 205,100 1,000 485,100
FEB.
h,~- 74,700 60,700 37,200 10,900 1},700 9,900 205,700 1,900 467,700

MAR.
~~. ~16,100 83,900 12,900 36,000 1,800 5,200 109,900 17s40o 1 323,200

~' 22,600 97,000 73,000 120,90a 29,200 7,500 2,000 8,100 48,200 1,100 719,600
MAY
~~ 27,600 90,500 79,100 ~~ 19,800 22,300 18,000 17,000 8,900 ?,700 10,000 7,300 538,200

H~ l}1},200 35,000 53,000 j 76,OOC~ 60,300 27,700 17,700 L~,200 ,200 112,7C0 1,100 796,100

TOTALS 6 OO OO
I

1 ZOO GS.Z OO 1 OO 359~200 3,2

~

~

OF PERM T3 ISS

JU
rt Y ' 30

~~
22 17 3 1 1 - 2 2 3 5 - 8 - 4 98

I 26 i5 i2 5 - 4 - i 2 2 i3 - 4 - - 84
SEPT. I 

18
~. ~ I 1LF 13 3 - 4 - 3 3 - 1? - 7 - 1 83

1g~. 21 12 5 - 3 - 1 3 1 14 - 7 - 7 93I

DM~~~' i 20 11} 10 - - 1 - - 2 1 8 - 8 - 2 66

~ ~ 9 =i2 io i - 4 - - 4 - i2 - io - - 62

~ Ilk 6 6 2 - 3 - 1 2 2 16 - 9 - 1 62

~~ a9 2i io - - 2 - - - 2 i6 - 8 - 2 90

' 51 ~~:
36 30 - - 7 - -- -- 2 18 - 13 - 6 163

~' 57 ~. 4? ?0 3 - 5 - - 8 4 8 - 6 " 6 2].!~

~ ?7 39 30 1 - ? - 1 2 8 15 -- 3 - 5 188

~- 75 70 27 5 - 6 - 2 4 9 24 - 9 - 6 237_~_

TOTALS I 
l~~Sf _~17 _2 7~~I~~I 1 _ ~.- ~l 2~~ 1 ~ 2 ~ -



The total num~er of hauses denlolished in the City was 23fl,

~ and a total of approxiinately 456 dwelling units.

During the fiscal year, 1~2 family units were added as a

result of private bui]~dings activities.

The additional units are ~rouped as follows:

( a ) NEi:~I BUILI~IATGS

One Family

~vo Fainily

P~Iultiple Family

( b ) CO~r~~RSIU1~iS

44 Family Units

14 Family Uni~ts

10~~ Family Units

25 Family Units

Total 1~2

. The total fees collected during the year July 1, 1~75 to

June 30, 1g76 amounted to ~7~,355•7~• During the fiscal year this

` Department processed 2175 building and zoning viol.ations, including

South Providence ~nd TLast Side Renewal Project Areas. The Field

Inspection aection of the Division conducted 21,75o construction

inspection and violation investigations.

E
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Froin the tables, tl:e estir~iated cos~ of construction for the

fiscal year froi~~ July 1, 1~75 to June 30, 1g76 is as follows:

New Buildings Perinits 100

Estimated Cost ~12,~24,~00.00

l~dditions cc l~lterations Permits 1440

Estimated Cost ~£3,676,~00.00

Total Estimated Cost of Construction ~21,201,700.00

Pernits (not included in tables} issued during the period

from July 1, 1~'75 to June 30, 1~%6 are as follov~~s:

Razin~; of Dilapidated ~uildings Permits 274

Sandblasting of 3uildings Permits 7

T~:oving of '3uildin~~ Permits 4

Erection of Billboards ~err~lits 17

Erection of '. ~a11. Signs Permits %4

Erection of Si~ns Ot~er Sidevaalks Permits 65

Erection of Fire Lscapes Permits 1$

Construction of Vaults Permits 0

Storage of Dangerous Chemicals Permits 10

Storage of Petroleu~;z Froducts in Bulk Ferrnits 0

Block Sidewalk Perr~its 21

(Total Permits Issued Durin~ the Fiscal Year ~aere 2030)

10



~urin~ the fisc~l year, this Divisio:~ revie~~ed the desi~n

- and plans for many ma.jor structures. The fol~owin~ are buildin~;s

for which perrnits were issued with a declared estim~ted cost of

~50,000.00 or more:

1655 ~:~jestr~inster 5t. ~3, 500, 000.00
City o~ Providence
~ chool

100 ftandall St . 1, f#50, 000.00
Davenport Assoc.
I~ursing Home (200 beds }

99 Hillszde Ave. 1,650,000.00
Jewish Home for Aged
Home

`~~~'estminster St . 1 ,1~00, 000, 00
Prov. Red, l~gency
Housing for Elderly

i0~:5 P~o. i'~~iain St. 1,352,000.00
Harvin Kerzner
Health Care Center

164 Summit Ave. 1,025,000,00,
i~iiriar,l Hospital

' 23 4'~~tashingt on St . 711 000. 00~
I~;.E. Telephone Co.

555 Veazie St. 700,000.00
' Gilbane Properties, Inc.

Housing ior Elderly

Harborside Blvd. 554,000.00
City of Prov.
~:darehouse

1-3 Terminal Rd. 500,000.00
City of Prov.
i:ilarehouse

251-253 ~3enefit St. 200,000.00
Prov. 1~thenaeum Library

219 Swan ~t. 125,000,00
Geoffrey Tapper
i~Ieat Co.



12$ Stewart ~t. 125,000.00
Jani ce i~~~ifg. Co.

50 Tdiantic ~:ve. 120,000.00
Union Camp Corpa :~ifg.

50 i~~iaude, St, 105,000.00
Vdomen ~ s~; Infants Hospital

6 Robin St. 100,000.00
Norman Saucier
Jewelry T~~fg.

~25 Ghalkstone l~ve. 100,000,00
Ro~er ti~illiams Hospital

50 i~~ia.ude St . 93 , 000. 00
~Jomen's ~c Infants Hospital

~5 Corliss St. 92,500.00
Vd. S . Ri ley
Printing Shop (addition)

272 Thayer St. 90,000.00
PVA ~ssoc.
Retail Stores

169-9 73 Gano St. ~#9, 000,00
P Zc D Assoc.
Stores

649 No, ltiain St. ~5,000,00
University Heights
Restaurant

15-49 G~lestminster St. $O,k00.00
R.I. Hospital Trust Go.
Dank ~ Offices

362-366 Broadway $0 000.00
'35$ Inc.

4. Offices ( New )

50 Park Lane ~'0,000,00
Pale Corp.
T~~g.

235 Ho~e St, 75,000.00
Brown University
Natatorium

12
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~95 Chalkstone .Gve, 70,000.00
~melio DiLibero
Doctor's Office

545 Prairie '~ve, 6~,000.00
Coken Co.
6~Jarehouse

50 Niantic .~ve. 62,000.00
Union Camp Co.
lylfg .

692-696 Admiral St. 60,000.00
Al Calcagni
6 Apts.

1~1 liaunce Dr. 60,OQ0.00
Alan I. Josephson
1 family dwelling ~: 2 car garage

303 Allens Ave, b0,000.00
Janet r . vJaldman
i~~iotor Repair Shop

$) Faunce Dr, 60,000.00
Burton H. Priest
1 family dwelling

136-11~1~ '~lestminster St. 50, 000, 00
Kates Corp.
Offi ces

131-137 Jewett St. 50,000.00
Champion Realty Corp,
Storage (additioni

219 So. i~~iain St, 50,000.00
Sulzberger-Rolfe ~;Plantations Assoc,
Ofiices & Stores

)3



The declared estimated cost of construction of the buiidings

and structures listed on the previous pages is ~15,436,900.00, or

730 of the total estimated construction cost figures; while the

number of permits issued for the construction of these buildings

is only 3? or less than 2~5~ of the total number of permits

issued for the construction of new buildings and alterations

to existing buildings during the fiscal year.

It is advisable to keep in mind, when using the deciared

estimated cost of construction figures in this report, that

these figures are neither total nor accurate due to the usual

reluctance on the part of sor~ze people to declare fair or true

cost estimated, etc.

However, the mar~in of error cloes not seriously affect

the comparisons and the conclusions drawn fror~ these figures;

• but the amount of money collected through fees based upon

declared estimated costs of construction is considerably less

than it should be.

Respectfully submitted,

i~~Ierlin A. DeConti, Jr. ,
Chief , Division of
Structures and Zoning



Inspectional Activities Pertainin~ to

~ Safetv Reguirements in ~uildin~s

The annual inspection of all licensed occupancies, such as

theatx~es, hotels, assembly halls of all types, cafes, barrooms,

restaurants, e tcr, were carried on in the usual manner by checking:

(~~ Thp ~Frieral conditions
of t:ne building;

(b) The ~yF~ r:onstruction, protection an~~
a~cAs~,.~..L~i' i ty of exits, the sw7 :~g ox"
C~xlti {~.OQ~"U y exit signs and ligh~~.s ;

(c~ ihe type, condition and location of
heating and cookin~ equipment, inclu~.ing
their safety d~vices and controls;

' (d) The t;Tpns, condition and location of fire
?~ro~ection equipment, sucY~~ as automatic
sprin~cier system (wet and clry), fire
ex-tir:~;uishe=~s; fire hose and standpi?~e

' i:~s~tali.ations, fire alarm systems, etc.

. The pro~r~:.m of annual inspections, s~Garted many years ago

and now consider~d ra~atine, provides that type of inspectional

service entirely devoted to the eli,mination or correction of

hazardous conditions that come within the purview of the rules.

Annual inspections of all public and semi-public occupancies

are made in order to maintain approved standards of safety. The

License Bureau will not issue,any license without first obtaining

the approval of this office eoncerning the structural and fire

safety conditions of tk~e premises. This type of inspectional

services places an unusual burden on the field inspectors during

the months of October and I~Tovember every year two months to

complete inspections and submit reports for processing before the

. approvals or denials can be reported to the License ~ureau.

15
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In cases of serious life hazard, revocation of license is

• employed to prevent possible disaster.

The processing of complaints is another important function

requiring inspecti.onal services. Durin~ the past year, more

than 21 ,750 ins~e ctions were made through this rae~iuri, che cking

and investigating cor~iplaints of hazarc;ous conditions existing in

residential, commercial, industrial, stora~e, educational,

rel.igious, institutional and mixed occupancy buildings. This

effort has been bolstered over the years, by the participation

and cooperation of the members of the Tire Prever~tion ~ureau.

As a result of this type of service, thousands of buildings of

all types of construction and occupancies have been made safer

or razed, Structural fire preventive and fire protective

~ remedies applied as a result oi this effort are as follows:

~ (a ) Repairs to anc~ replacement of
structural components of buildings;

(b) General repairs to existing buildin~s
for proper maintenance;

(c) Installation of automatic sprinkler system;

(d) Erection af fire division walls;

(e~ Erection of fire-resistive partitions;

(f i Erection of fireproof or fire-resistive
enclosures around stairways and vertica~
shafts of all ty~es;

(g) Construction of fire-resistive ceilings
for horizontel protections;

(h) Installation of opening protective on windows
where exposure distances to lot lines and other
buildings are below minimum requirements;

~b



(i) ~rection of fire escapes;

• (j) Installation of fire alarm systems;

(k) Installation of fire-hose and standpipe systems;

(1) Installation of fire extinguishers;

(m) Installation of fire dampers and automatic
controls on ventilating and air-conditioning
systems, etc.

(n) Const=uction of fireproof vaults and encl~sures
for the storage of flammable linuids and volatiles
and dangeraus chemicals.

Steady pressure has been maintained behind the program of

dilapidated dvsellings and the elimination of ~ire hazard and

unsanitary conditions. Because of the unprecedented number of

unsafe, vacant, open and abandoned, and vandalized buildings,

the Departnlent devoted more time and effort in processing and

demolishin~ vacant and dangerous structures. The Department of

, 3uilding Inspection demol.ished one hundred. forty-f~v~ (145 )

buildings, There was a total of 274~ bui~din~s demolished in the

City.

.
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DIVISIOAI OF ELECTRIC.~L INSTyLLl~TIONS

T'Ir. Vincent DiP~iase, Director
Department of Building Inspection

Dear P~Ir. DiI'~Tase:

I respectful]_y submit the following report of the Division of

Electrical Installations' activities during the fiscal year,

July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1~'%6, including a summary of its revenue~

expenditures and operations.

StTP u,:~A R~T

REVENUE: The Division of Electrical Installations received

credit for fees collected by the Department of

Building Inspl~ction as follows:

There ~vere forty-seven (47) Liir:ited Premises
, perrnits issued and one thousanci seven hundred

ninetEen (1,%l~) electrical permits for
installation of electrical wiring and
apparatus, including alterations and repairs,
for t~ahich a total fee of ~24,15~.30 was collected.

:



~

Electrical Inspection Division

• From July 1, i~75 to June 30, 1976

Number of rough wiring inspections

Number of defective installations re-inspected

Number of certificates of approval issued

Number of inspections after fires

Number of ins~estinations requested by the
Narragansett Electric Cor~pany

Dlumber of special investigations

I,~linimuin Housing Inspections

Limited Premises Inspections

Approved Fire Alarm Systems

Total ATumber of Inspections

Letters to Owners

Number of disconnects ordered

Sign Locations cleared

Sign Locations non illurninated cleared

Sign Locations illwninated

Estimated value fee

Total Number of per~nits issued

Total Fee

19

~z,660,357.00

171;'

~z4,15~.30

70z

464

560

3~~~

178

47

15

716z

10 3~

~5

144

53

91
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R E P 0~ T

The City has changed considerably over the pas~ five years
witlz the neU~ high rise buildin~s, and our inspectors carried a much
heavier worl:load although e~rery effort is being made to l~eep this
workload at a nininum.

Nevertheless, the Electrical Division will attempt to
maintain its reputation for high safety stanc~~rds and will perfor~;~
t~1e services expectect to the limit of its capacity.

Due to the retirernent of George Hocrunan on i~Tarch 3, 1~76,
there has '~een an openin~ for Inspector III. Salvatore Neri, who
is an Inspector II, has been recor:unended for the position, both
in qualification and seniority.

i~fhen the ~osition of Inspector ITI is filled, tlzere will be
an opening for ElEctrical Inspector I. This posi~ion should be
filled imriediately, due to the increased workload from Community
Development and new construction being done.

The Electrical Division has participated in the following
Public Safety Programs:

1. State of Rhode Island Fire Safety Code for Fire
l~larni and ~mergency Exit Li~hting.

2. State Seminar on TIinimum Housing Codes.

3. The City of Providence I'ire Departrient
Training School.

1~. The election of the Chiei Tnspector to the
Executive Committee of the ~astern Section
International Association of Electrical Inspectors.

5. Lecturin~ on the safe use of electricity at the
,Sta~e STocational Facility in F'rovidence, Lincoln
and Smithfield; Rhode Island.

20
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6. P~Iember of the Undertivriters Laboratories Steering
Comi~iittee for the Study of Pdon-iietallic Plastic

' Conduit, boxes and fittings Representin~; tne
International Associa~ion of ~lectrical Ins~ectors.

7. Instructor at James J. ~anley ~ducation Ceni,er,
~lectricity l~dult Education.

~. Custo;~ler ,Seminar for Sii~~plex Time P~ecorder Company.

FUTURE PLAI~iS :

The future plans of the Electrical Division are:

To provide nlore frec~uent inspections of the
progress on new construction work.

To provide inspections for Limzted Premises r~ore
prornptly than was possible in the past year.

~ To revietiv the late~t edition of the
National L1ec~rical Code for po~sible up-dating
of its Rules and Regulations.

. To pro~~ide better service to contractors, architects
and engineers ~jho are plannin~ electrical installations
for buildings and structures in the City of Providence.

~

21

Respectfully submitted,

Oliver 0. Dore
Chief Electrical Inspector
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DIVISIOid 0~' FLUP'~BING, DRI~INAG~ E,~ID GI~S PIPING

t%Ir. Vincent DiPiase, Director
Department of Building Inspection

Dear Sir:

!as rea,uested, this will show the activities and statistical
record. o~ the t lumbing Division for the Fiscal Year July 1, l~'~~
to June ~Q, 1976.

Plt~r~.b.;_n~ Insppctions 1126
Drair~ Lzapections 53G
Pt:i;;~,~' laneous Visits 145
I'"iin ~_mL.m Housin~ Visits 1320

Pla~.~l;in. ; P1ans Filed ~$2
D~a: r. ~'~ans r'iled l~

;~~1o,.lc c~n Old Buildings 507
i;;rork on lie~v Buildings 76

Sewer Connections 5~2
Cesspool Connecti~ns _ 0

Final Iilspections 4ob

Total 3090

Total 756

Total 5$ 3

Total 5$2

Estimated Cost of Plumbing Plans ~;~1,1$9,635.$1
Estimated Cost af Drain Plans ~0~15.00

To'ta 1 .~, 270 ,150
Fees for Limited Sprinkler Zicense Issued ~2fl0.00
Fees for Limitecl Drain Layer's License s~ 275.0~

~'o tal v~~ ~ . 0'0

Fees far Plwnbin~; & D~ainage Permits
and Limited Licens~s

22

~12,074.16

Re~spect~ull.y subnitted,

A~thony i~~:. Santagata, Chief
Flumbia~g, DrainaWe ~c Gas Piping



DT~TISION OF P~ChANICAL EG~UIPP~~NT l~A1D II~ISTALLl~TIONS

A~ir. Vincent Dil~Iase, Director
Department of Building Inspection

Dear PZr. i?iAiase:

The followin~ is the annual report which covers the activities
and perf'c,rrlance of the various operations of the Division of
P~Iechanical Ec,ui,~r~l~nt und Installations, for the fiscal year
July 1, 7~"5 to ~une 30, 1~76•

A1.so incluu.ed is a sumrnary of all revenue received during
the pa~t fiscal year.

'`i~r.h. the high cost of labor and material, tlze hor:le building
was re~c.rted at its vaorst in nearly thres ciecades< ~esidential
heating eq~;ipment, such as boilers, oil bu.rnErs and ~adiation showed
a sharn inc~: ease in replacements whereupon t':~is worli was done to
upgrade t~ie ea,ui~ment.

Tnis Division worred closely with the F'2re lrevention Bureau
and Divr'~ion cf Code Lnforcement, as well as Coinmunity Development,
whenever our services ~~aere needed.

+ The C~iief and staff of the I~~~echanical Divis.ion gratefully
acknowl.edge the splendid support and advice of rI~raor. a~le

, Vincent A. Cianci, Jr. , i~~Iayor of Providence, and I°ir. Vincent DiT~iase,
Director of the Department of Building Ins,~ecticn.

,.

23

RespectfuZly submitted,

Joseph F. Kane, Ghief
I"Ieehanical Equipment Division



,

~

~

There were 1~30 permits issued for 7i 9 units from

July 1, 1 q7 5 t o June 3 0, 19?6

~Y~;UIPi~~iET~~ 1

Oil ~urners
Gas i3urners
Boilers
Gas `~~ater I-ieaters
Oi1 Fired ~~:rater heaters
Fur:~a ~ e s
Du ct.work
Air Conditioning
Rc~.Cj.let1011

Tanks
Vent,ilation
Spr;_n:~lers
Refrigeration
Ele~~~~.tors
Hoods ~. Lxhaust Systems
Spray ~ooths
Generators
Unit Heaters
I'~iis cellanaous

24

UI~,I1S

121
31
130
19
9
z6
~$
5~
2$
20
13
24
5

11
32
2
6
21

~~0

719
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There were 4,46$ locations visited and 11,0~0 inspections

and investigations made.

IT~~aPECTI0P~1S ~I~ID II~aVE~TIG%~1^IOT~1S

Complaints 2'7
Violations (Ille~al ~: Incorrect

Installations of ~quipment ~ 103
Oil Burners 121
Gas nurners 31
Boilers 130
Gas ~dater Heaters ~ 11
Oil Fired ̀ ::+~ater I-ieaters 9
rurnaces 26
Ductwork 40
1~ir Conditioning 51
Radiation 2$
Tanks 20
Ventilation 13
Spri~1'_~lers 24
Refrigeration 5
Elevators 11
Hoods Pc Exhaust Systems 32
Spray ~ooths 2
Generators 6
Unit Heaters 21
i~'iis ce llane ous 3 0
Progress Inspections 7;211
Investigations 3 120

1? 0

In addition to the above mentioned ins~ec~ions and investi?;ations:

Elevator Tests
Sprinkler 1^ests

25
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The followin~ is an accounting oi the ~ivision o f i~:echanical

Equipment and Installations from July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976.

The estimated valuation of such equipment is 4~,~36,I~70.63 for

which the following revenue in fee charges were collected:

RLVEIvUE.~

Oil Burners 1 ,71~2.72
Gas Burners 262.00
Boilers 2,306.$9
Gas ~~~7ater Heaters 1 b4.25
Oil Fired ?~~~'ater Heaters 79.75
F'urna ce s ~ 3 G5 . 3 5
Ductwork 1,272.90
Air Conditioners 1,725.10
Radiation 239.50
Tanks ~53.00
Ventilation 61b,70
Sprinklers 6G$.62
Refrigeration ?62,90
Elevators 1,192.10
Hoods ~, Exhaust Systems 421 Q35
Spray ~ooths 32.50
Generators 234060
Unit Heaters 166,00
i'~Ii s ce llane ous 3~~9 5~

~15,374.$~

New Li ce ns e s:
Boiler Operator Licenses 1,071,00
Operating En~ineer Licenses 1~06.00
Refrigerating i~~:achine Operators 21.00

Ap~rentice Fireman 76.00

License Renewals:
Boiler Operator Li censes 2, Ob1~.00
Operating :~n~ineer Licenses 2,700.00
Refrigerating i~~achine Operator 1 6~ 00

v6,~7k.00

z6

$15,374.$$

6 , 471~ . 00
$z 1 , ~4~. ~~



7IVIS i GP1 0~ f? D~ iTI~1Ia 1 R_':.^1 I Ot~1 1~+`;D 1 L~'~i~i ~~G~ ~T L~aI1T

• The ~idrninis~ration Division ~rovic~es diz~ection «nd

cooi~dination over the business manager:ient functions of the

Departrn~nt of Euilding Ins,~ection.

In order to establish unifornlity in laVr enforcer~ent and

consistency in operatin~ procedures, the nepartm_ent has been. ,

or~anizec~ under separ~te D;visions. Throu~h the Division Chiefs~

the activity of eaeh of these Divisions is coordinated by the

Dii^~ctor.

Tlze ~ivision peri'ori:~s ad:~linistrative research and investiga-
. . . ,

~ ~ ~ ' ~- o r 1tion bud ,eti ei sonnel reco-ras r,iana _ ernent and fo-rms c nt o, €. ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~

purchasing and sul~plies. This D;vision also researches,
,

investigates, ~.nd pre~~ares ti~rritten adriinistrative procedures and

~ syster.ns, furnishes recomniendations and adv~ ce in its several

I', areas to Departrnent supervision and mana~erlent. The Divisionfs

responsibilities include pi^el~aring payrolls, car allotiaances,

purchase orc~ers, int~r-~~e~artinental orders, anc~ other related

documents.
,

The Division coll~cts fees for various types of permits,

licenses, Zoning, Bu~lding Gnd Housing Board aj~plications for

excevtions and variances.

The Division collected ~~141,922.0~ in fees for the entire

Dep~-rtrlent i'or the Fiscal Year July l, 1975 to June 30, 1976.

The Diiec~or serves as the ~~olicy ~a2~ing and coorclin~ting

head of the Del~~ rtrnent to tlze er_d that the De ~artr~ent may function
. -

still more ef~'ectively throu~h planning, c'irsction and coordination.

2~
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REVE,NUE StTi'~'~~i.1~RY

To: r~ir. Vincent DiNIase, Director

SUBJECT: Fees collected by all Divisions of the Department
of Buildin , Inspectior_ in the City of Providence,
Rhocle Island, and the saine deposited at the Gity
Collector's Office for the fiscal year starting
July 1, 1~~75 and ending June 30, 1~76, inclusive.

Total Collections and Ueposits

Total Collected fro~~~ Inter-Office Divisions:

Structures and Zoning Livision
Electrical Division
P<iechanical Division ~
Plurnbing and Drainage Division
Zoning Board
Building Board
Housin ; Board

2F~

Total

~141,9z2.o~

7~,395•74
z4,15~.30
21,~4~.$$
12,07~. .16
4,060.00
1,325.00

60.00

~1~1, ~'22 . 0~

Respectfully submitted,

P°iarie D 1Elena



i

DzvzsTol~1 or co~E ~~,rrotic~i~~~~:~

Housing Code enforcet:lent involves considerably r.~ore than

having inspectors go fro~n door to door and handing out violation

notices. It involves t~rorkin~ t~rith the people involved to explain

the violations, to ~ive them advice and assistance on hov~ they

can best be correc~ed,

The Housing Insl~ection Division is res~onsible for carrying

out, area by ~.rea, the city-wide Housing Inspections necessary to

comply i~rith certain Federal Coverrniient requiiements for recertifica-

tion of the Cityts ̀ ~:orl~able Program for Con~rnunity Improvei.ient. The

City of 1 rovicience, by having a iiorkable 1 rog-ram approved by the
,

Ii'ederal DeI~ ~rti_~i~n~ of Housing and Urban Developr~~nt, is eligible

for I'ederal rnonetary assistance for a ti~:ncle range of pro~rar~s,

. including i`~Iodel Cities~ Urban itenewal, P1~ighborhood Development,

Interim l~ssistance, and Coc~e Lnforce~:lent.

The ZTor~~able Prograr~ P~ecertification currently comr.iits the

City to a hous e by hous e reinspe ction.

During the year 1975-1976, the Division of Code ~nforcement

ref~rred to the Depart~nent of Euilding Inspection 2175 Complaints

Urhich they uncoverec? during th~ir survey. Thes~ complaints had to

be verified by the i"our Divisions of the Department of Building. ,

Ins~ection be~ore a violation notice t~*~s sen.t ~o the ov~ner. Also,
,

beiore the perrnit t~Jas issued foa~ this U1ork, zoning had to be checked

to be sure that the premises t-rere not in violation of the Zoning

Ordinance. The Departrnent of ~3uilding ~nspection, because it has

~9



qualiiied experts in Strttictures, ~lec~ric~.1~ ~~iechanical, and

' Plumbin~ fields, inspecte~ and supervised all the ~~rork until

comple~ed.

The intensive ins~ectional activities of the ~epartment of

Building Inspection is evidenced in the greatly improved app~rance

of the areas ~~~rhich have been insi~ected. The Tns»ectional Program

is generally bein.g carried out ~saith the cooperation of property

owners and is coming to be reco~nizea by the nublic as being in

their best interest in ma~.ntaining property values, as t~,rell as safe

and healthful neighborhood conditions.

People really t~~~ant stri cter co~ e enforcernent was the suprising

finciings of a survey of' ten cities i~lacle r~:cently by the Survey

Res~earch ~rog-r~xn of the Joint Center for Urban Stu~ies of the
, -

T~~Zassachusetts Institute of Technology, and Harvai^d University.

. So great is the concern for better l~ousing ins~~ection that ~the

.

majoi^ity of people surveyed indic~ted that city ,overnment s~ould

spend more rnoney z"o~~ tl~is s~rvice.
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FIl:~L t 1~~VEiTTI0T~1 BU~,LI,U

The ~'ire iJrevention Bureau and the ~enartnient of Bu3.lding

Inspection freauen~ly discuss plans on proposed nev~ buil.dings and

alterativns so ~s to c?efine and set standarcis, before the

Departrient of Building Insl~ectipn issues a~ermit for the v,rork.

The Fi-re Departiilent usually approves the follo`•ring items :

1; Size of ti~rater main and its capacity.
2: tdearest hydrants.
3: 1":ccess for z"ire fi~hting and rescue. '
1~; Locations of the siamese connections. '
5. Provisions for a fii^e pump if necessarlr, and a

~ secondary source of poti~re~ for sza~ie. "
6; Provisions for duel rr~ter supply if needed.~
'~; Llectrical su~~ervisory control of fire pu~~p. ~
~'; Size, location, thread size, etc. of standpipes.
9. rlot~,r control valves if neecled for zone control
' of sprinlclers. ~

10. I'ire alarm ~~anel, annuciator and superyisory controls
' of s7~rinklers and standpipes and~fire alarm systems. '

11: Location and ty~~e of smol~e, heata and cot~bination detectors.
12. A1ec~ssary pressure gauges on standpi~es, sprinklers~
' et~. to v3sually super~vise systerns. ' ' '

13. Locations, tyl~es of fire`alarm boxes, horns, sPeakers,
~ and audio visual devices. ~ `

11~: ~levator l~ey~ for control during £ires, etc. '
15; Approval of plans x"or all fire alarm systen~s,
16. Smoke control,

Institutes and oroanizations notis put greater stress on fire

safety in planned structures. Every net-~ proposed project includes

a section ~~Fire Precautionary Iieasures~', covei~ing everything
, - •,

affecting the Building~s fire safety~ e,g., the combustibi7.ity of

the building materials, the fire resistance of the structure as a
,

whole, the classification of r~achines accordin~ to potential fire
, _ ,

hazard, outsicie and inside v~ater requirements, the danger of

explosion in various areas and outside installations of a plant,

and protection of buildings and structuxes ti~~rith stationary
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extinguishing un~.ts, autornatic si~naling, etc. Thus it is easier

~ for planners to arrive at the right de~ree of fire nrec~.u~ion

in a giv~n buildirlg.

Additional requi-re~~ients for life-.saving fii~e protection
,

devices and systeras in homes, apartments and hi~;h~.rise buildings,

i~~.11 Ue included i_n the newly revised P1linimurn Property Standards

being issved by the U~S. De~arti~ient of Housing and Urban

Developiilent.

According to the Uel~artrnent the neti,r requi ~ements are the

results of inany nlonths of study by the HUD-~FHI~ Office of ̂ 1ecllnical

and Credit Standa-rds. iThen in use th~y will offer vastly increased

pi^otection to occupants ~'rorn deaths due to fires~

The purpose of the revisions ~rrill be to give early r;~rarn:i.ng

• to occupants of the presence of fire, the conf~ ne~_lent of fire,
.

• safe reiuge areas, and ~arly fire control through the use of
,

sprinklers in sel~cted areas, as well as furnish realistic, safe

and economic fire protection.

Tlie Fire Prevention Bureau investi`a~es all fires of

incendiary ori,ii~ or of susy~icious nature and ~11 fires ti~rhich

cause injuries to pei~sons. The Fire P'Iarshal ti~rorks closely t~,~.th the

Director of the De1~artmen~ of Buildin~; Inspection,

The Fire I'r~vention Bureau during its routine inspections '

uncover violations of the Buildin; Code, These violations are

referrecl to the De~~~artment of Building Inspection for investiaation,

The Director directs the violation to one of ~he four

.
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Divisions; namely~ Division of Structures and loning, Electrical,
,

T.Zechanical~ and Plumbing.

The proper Division malces :.•-

(1) 1~ re-.inspection of premises;

(2 ) Sends out letter to ot~mer informin; him of viola~ion;

(3 ) Issues a permit ~or tize tirork;

(1~) Super=,ris~s tirork until violation is corrected.

If violation is not corr~cted i~~rithin thirty (30 ) days from

the date of notice, the Dej~~~.rtr~lent of Building Insl~ect~ on institutes

legal action against the otrner. i~7ost cases involving code violationS

ti~~,~ere resolved a;1d cGses dismissed by the time of the hearing.

.~fter a buildin~; has been complet~d and the building ciepartment

has indicated by their final app-rova? that t~ie l~uilding complies t•r3.th
.

all pertinent building regulations, it will be under the surveillanc~
. , ~

of the fii e pr~ven~ion offi cial, periodically,~ for the rest of its ~

life.
.

Clearly, a close liason bett-Te~n these tti~ao agenc~ es is

necessary. The Building Official must lfnoc~r and unclerstand the needs

of the fire prevention ofr"icial ~tThen recomraending codes and

ordinances rel^tiilg to buil~ing construction,

The fire prevention oi'fica.al inust knot~ and unc~erstand building

regulations as they relate to fi~.~e and >>anic so that he can

intelli~;er_tly limit the use of buildin~s in accordance tirith their
.

design, and so that he can advise the Bui].ding Official in proposed

building regula~ion r~~tters related to fire and panic.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COT'L~.'iISSION

The Historic District~Com~nission under the leadership of

Ptirs. Geor~e E. Downing, has made considerable progress in preserving

both the buildings and architectural value of buildings in the

Histor~.c District. P~iore and more of Benefit Street and Coliege Hill

has been rescued from slum conditions or threatened demolition.

This area has becor~~e one of the most beautiful and chartning

residential streets in the city.

The College Hill district contains more than 150 restored l~th

and early l~~th Century buildings; which accordin; to the Interior

Department were once the ~~wealthy nucleus of the citys~ .

The landr~ar~~s, are i'recognized to encot:rage preservation of

historically significant propertiesS~. Ov~~ners receive plaa,ues and

certificates if they t~~ish.

• Colle~e Hill. was cl:iosen for its ~~largely uncisturbed area of

l~th and early l~th Century structures which, as a group, exeniplify

the urban l~tew ~ngland setting of the periocl~~ ~ `1he district is also

the nucleus fror,i wh.ich developed the City of i~rovidence.

area.

Since 1~60 more than 150 bui~dings ha~re been restored in the

The First Baptist T~ieetin~ :?ouse, and the Providence Athenaeum

Library have been especially cited as j~noteworthy structuresf~ .

The Corliss-Carrington House on ~~~Tilliams Street was built in

1~10-11, and the Department of the Interior describes it as a

'~tall square mansion (vahich) well expressed the sophistication

attained by some lcth Century urban New England residences11.
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The three and one-half story brick Ives House on Power Street

~ was built in 1~03-06. The department calls it a z~magnificent

Federal-style mansioni9.

The restoration of the 19th Century mansion known as 1.^'oods-Gerry

House at 62 Prospect Street, by Rhode Island School of Design, has

helped to keep Prospect Street '~as ons of our great streets~±.

Freservation of our common cultural herita~e is a moral

obligation which rests squarely on the shoulders of every citi$en.

Since t~:rorld T;1ar II ; a neva generation of f~mericans has awakened to

the importance of historic preservation and in dain~ so they are

giving the movenent strong impetus and broader scope. Once concerned

primarily with saving and restorin~ notable individual buildings as

historic house museuris, the movement now seeks to perpetuate our
.

much wider herita~e of history and architecture as an irreplaceable

. part of the living fabric and beauty of our conr~lunities. Once

supported chiefly by historians and anti~uarians, the mover,ient now

extends into all walks of life and touches the v~ork of planners,

architects, public officials,realtors, landscape architects, banlcers,

and all the citizens. i'~odern preservation i~, therefore, directed

toward perpe~uatinb architectural and aesthe~ic as well as historic

and patriotic values; historic districts as ~~ell as individually

notable buildings.

An enlargement of the College Hill District was proposed in a

resolution submitted by the Comr:7ission to the City Council in

June, 1~74 and was referred to t~e Ordinance Conunittee. This proposal

35



.

,

to include the 1~60 College Hill Study Area (bounded on the north by

Olney Street, on the east by iIope Street, on the south by George PI.

Cohan Boulevard, and on the vlest by the Providence River and Canal

Street) within the Historic District continued ta receive the

Commission's attention in 19?5. In January 1975, six Power Street

residents reGuestecl that the Historic District be expanded beyond

Hope Street to Governor atreet, and the Cor,lmission has included this

area in their current proposal. The approximately two thousand

structures within the area of the proposed expanded Historic District

have been photographed and surveyed. Updatecl rnaps and priority lists

are now being prepared, and will be ready w hen the public hearing on

enlargement of the Historic District is scheduled.

The Historic District Commission must verify all plans before

the Department of Building Inspection can issue a permit for the work.

The inspectional supervision pertaining to beauty and

restoration is done by P~~irs. Downing. The inspectional supervision

pertainin~ to safety is done by the Department of Building Tnspection.

The llirector of the Department of Building Inspection, as an

ex-officio mer,iber oi the Historic District Cor~u~iission, sat during all

their executive sessions when matters of importance concerning the

Historic District were discussed.
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rta,1.OVl~L OF J'JI7ILED VE:-iTCL~S

' FF~OI~l FRIVhTE PROPERTY

The City is continuously combatin~ the nuisance of junk

yards marring the landscape of our city. Science must and will

find new ways to use the groU.ring stockpiles of scrap metal

building up in our auto graveyards. ~ut, in the meantime, we

must do what we can to ease the pain during this extensive period

of convalescence. Continued pressure in the enforcement of the

1TOrdinance Providing for the Removal of Junked or Abandoned

Vehicles from Private Property" resulted in removing junked cars

from: —

(1) Private Property

. (2) Housing Projects

(3 ) Churches

a ( l~ ) S chools

(5) Redevelopment areas

(6) 3tate-owned property

(7) Cars with Police D~partment courtesy notices

Upon notification of abandoned or stolen vehicles to be

towed away, the J~epartment must first tag the vehicles by placing

a sticker on the car for a period of ? days, This gives the

owner ample tzme to claim the vehicle before it is rer~loved. P-Iany

of the cars removed were rodent infested and with great difficulty

the men had to be extremety careful in removing these vehicles.
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Children are often attracted to these abandoned ears and very

' often are subject to injury caused by broken fragments and

loose equipment.

i.le are grateful to the Police Department for removing junk

cars from public and private property. The Departmentts effort

has helped immensely to keep our city clean.

The problem of junked cars is by no means a local one.

The President of the United States has recentJ_y shown his deep

concern over this problem on a national basis. Steps have

been taken by the Federal Government to combat the nuisance

of junk yards marring the landscape on our principal roads

throughout the nation.
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T~I:~ DIRECTOR'S ACTItrITIFS

The Director is responsible for the planning, direction, super-

vision and coordination of the activities and programs of tk~e Depart-

ment of Building Inspection, and performs the following functions,

personally or by delegation:

1. ~stablishes general policies and procedures of conduct of

the Department.

2. Establishes perforrrance standards for all personnel.

3. Establishes standards of deport~:1ent and conduct for aIl

personnel.

4. Prepares annual budget.

5. Establishes level of public relations.

6. Piakes final Departmental decisions on legal actions.

7. P~akes final actions on code anendnents.

F3. I!Iakes final decisions on code interpretations .

~. i~~akes work assignments to supervisory and Yey personnel.

10. Develops formats for correspondence.

1.1. P~'Ial~es contact with other Department Heads on matters

of mutual concern or interest.

12. Establishes methods for the conduct of special projects.

13. Compiles and subinits annual reports.

1k. Reviews effectiveness of field inspection.

15. Keeps himself informed on all the latest engineering

technology as it affects the Building Inspeetion Departrnent.

16. Recommends code ar~zendnents and code changes.
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17. The Director develops processes and procedures to insure

' the effective and convenient flow of work traffic pertaining to

the office flanctions.

1$. Issues Certificates of Occupancy.

1~. The Director is an ex-officio ►nember of the:

(a) Zoning Board of Review
(b) Buildin~, Ordinance Board of Review
(c) Historic District Comr,iission
( d ) Cor~unittee on Licenses

20. Conmissioner of the PZayor's Restoration of City I3a11 Task

Force.

21. Secretary of the Building Code Revision Board.

The Director performs the Engineering Research for the Department.

The primary objective is to reviev~ nev~ materials, standards and

_ techni~ues of the buildin~ industry to deterr~ine v~hether they meet

,

the purpose and intent of the Providence Building Code, and if so,

to make provision for their use.

The acce~tance of nev~~ materials and methods of construction in

the City of rrovidence is a cooperative function of professional and

construction groups. The one all important question: °~Does this

provide Code equivalency as to safe~uarding life,limb, health,

property and public v~relfare.~' P~Iany new materials and construction

approach~s have been approved which include: sand.caich panels for

low-cost residential buildings; precast prestressed hollov~ core

floor slabs; revised fire ratings for concrete blocli walls;

anchorage systerns for precast concrete, and computer desi~ned

diaphra~ns for wind loadings.
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Technological advances have soared to heights undreamezi of fifty

' years ago. But a technological advance that means new convenience,

new comforG, new leisure - can also mean ha~ard to life and property.

Such unforseen dangers can be conquered, and they must.

The fu7,1 sophistication of many new products far surpasses most

users' understanding. At the same time, there is a growin~, public

concern that people should be protected against potential 3~azards in

the new products and materials, by someone who understands their

complexities. The Director has the responsibility in accepting new

materials and equipment which conform to national standards. 'Fhe

local government has delega~ed the t'police power" pertaining to

building regulations to the Director because there are sufficient

standards in the code to guide him in making decisions as to the

confo~miiy of proposed construction to the code.

• Among other functions of the Director are: to review requested

variances and exceptions to the Building Coc~e and the Zoning Ordinance,

and make appropriate recommendations and send referrals of the proper

sections of the Ordinances to the Secretary of the Zoning Board of

Revj.ew, so that the Secretary can have the cases advertised in the

newspa~er for public hearing.

The Director, on July 24, 1~75, lectured at P~Iayor's Office of

Community Development - Employee Training Program.

On October 7, 1~?5, the Director was appointed by the Governor

to the Registration Board for Profe~s~onal Engineers and Land

3urveyors.

On October 11, 1~?5 - spoke at the New England Regional A~Ieeting

' of the American Institute of Architecta in Newport, ft. I.
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On November 20, 1~?5 - spoke at Public Hearing ~n the proposed

t~State Building Code~i.

On December 3, 1075 - attended BOCA International mid-year

meeting and cor.imittee meeting of "Trainin~, Education and Certifica-

tion Program'~, in Chicago, Illinois~

On ~7arch 3, 4, 5, 1976 - attended Eastern States Building

Officials Federation, 27th Annual Building Ins~ectors School, at

Grossinger, New York. The Director spoke on "Fire Safety in

Buildings".

On Thursday, I~~iarch 25, 1~76 - lectured at Roger Vlilliams College

in Bristol, R,I. Subject: '~Fire Protection Through riodern Building

Codes." Also on "Building Construction.s~

On Fridayr, ~pril 16, 1~76 - lectured at Brown University,

Division of Engineering, on 4iBuilding Codes'~ , ieZoning Ordinance~' ,

• and ~=Code Enforcer.lentt' .

On June 1~, 1c76 - the Director ~~aas reappointed to the R. S.

Building Cocte Standards Committee. At present serving as Chairman.

From June 12-1~, 1~'76 - attended the 61st Annual Conference of

BOCA International in Atlanta, Georgia. Spoke on "Fire Safety in

High Rise Buildings". The Director, as Past President of BOCA

International, presided at numerous functions and took part on many

~oCode Panels" and cotie changes discussions.

The continued public relations program resulted in numerous

other speal~ing engagements for the Director. The primary purpose of

this speaking engagement program is to acquaint the public with the

operations of the Department. Also, community organizations gain an

' opportunity to explain their views on some of the common problems

governed by the Building Code and Zoning Ordinance.
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r On the occasion of the 200th birthday of our nation it is fitt-

ing that we note those institutions in our society which serve the

needs of the public.

Underwriters Laboratories during the last $2 years contribute~

much with their prograr.is of testing for public safety, voluntarily

agreeing to manufacture and identify products complying for safety.

There are more than 3~p published safety standards as guides in

their product designs. Numerous provisions of these standards have

been and are being incorporated in international standards relating

to product safety.

Fire research has been ~oing on for a very long iime. The

concern of people who ~ather in large numbers where they live, work

and play has given impetus to fire research.

' To confront the fa.re research problem, the H rinstrong Cork

Company helc~ a Symposiurl on Products of Combustion of (Plastics~

Building A:aterials in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. ~sser.~ibled at the

Symposiun were more than ~0 researchers anct building code officials.

The Director of the Department of Buildin~ Inspection was one of

three (3) Buildin~; Officials in the country to be present.

This Symposiur,i contained several unique elements. Certainly

the subject af the Synposium, Froducts of Combustion, i.e. smoke and

toxic gases, k►as ne~nr and. an immediate area of interest It added

a new dimension of inforr,lation on fire; in addition to flammability.

Factory I`:utual Research Corporation apnroves materials afier

careful examination and thorough laboratory tests.
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If specifications are ~net, F~actory i~-iutual approval is given and

the equipment is listed. Continuance of approval depends on

satisfactory perfori;~ance in the field. t~ctual operation of approved

products is checiced durin~ the periodic plant inspections by their

engineers and through engineers reports on performance in actual use.

As a condition of approval, manufacturers r,1ay not make a change in

the product without prior authorization by the Factory P~Zutual System.

Durin~ the past year, as alv~►ays, the Department of Building

Inspection continued to strive tot~~ard encouragenent of better

building construction in the City of Providence....not as policemen

of construction, but through greater service to the public and the

industry....by improving procedures, model buildin~ code, and aiding

t in reducing construction costs. Suck~ continuin~ effa:^ts are part of

the constant effort in this direction.

'r~ie will continue to rnake substantial progress in these and other

ways....all the while increasing our efforts to protect the safety

of the public .

~nforcement of damaged and abandoned buildings was given

impetus by the Dir~ctor. The City der~olished 14~ buildings and

placed a lien on the property as prescribed by law. There were 12~'

buildings demolished by owners, making a total of 27~ buildings

demolished. The Director strove for enforcement rather than legal

prosecution. However, v~~hen legal action became necessary as a

last resort, success was attained in 100~ of the cases.

ti
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The enforcement of the i3uilding Code and Zoning Ordinance are

necessary for the development of the com►nunity. Al.thou~h all of

these laws, ordinances and codes are necessary for the healthful

developinent of the community, their effectiveness will be greatly

diminished unless well qualified administration is provided.

The ad~ninistrative staff should be carefully selected and we11

or~anized to serve the public effectively and efficiently.

The Building Code and Zonin€; Ordinance affect the lives and

activities of the citizens of our community more than any other

-ordinance or code. The proper enforcement is a most important

and serious responsibility of the Director of the Department of

Building Inspection.

Code ir~plementation takes coura ge. It~s nat the easy way

out—but, it's the right way. Ii's a job that has to be faced

up to, and what's more, it's a local responsibility.

Code enforcer~lent can be popular particul.arly when it is realized

that these are the tools of government best suited to help t%e

citi~en. This course of preventive action ia by far superior to the

alternative of either taking no action at all, or waiting too late

and being confronted ~~ith buildings in such poor conditions that

nothing short of total clearance will be necessary.

t~s this is my last Annual Report as Director of the Department

of Building Inspection, I v~~ant to thank His Honor I~~Iayor Cianci for

his guidance, and cooperation extended in assisting in the

solution of many problems which arose during the year. Also the
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employees who ~~vorked with dedication and purpose to serve the
.

Y

~

community. For their assistance, I express my deep appreciation

and send my very best wishes for continued success.

r
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Respectfully submitted,

~ s ~ .~.t~~.~ ~ `' 
~i~~'~i''~'~_

Vincent DiP~ase, P.E.

Director
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