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Executive Chamber, City of Providence, Rhode lsland

jOSEPH R. PAOLINO, JR.
MAYOR

Ntarch 9, 1990

The Honorable Nicholas W. Easton
and the ivlembers of the Providence City Council

Dear Council President Easton:

; I am vetoing a resolution passed by the City ~ouncil at its
March lst meeting. My understanding of the resolution was to compel
the Providence Municipal Public Building Authority to acquire by

~- means of emminent domain land currently owned by Niiriam I~ospital
for use as a neighbarhood park. While I wholeheartedly support the
creation of a park in the Summit Avenue neighborhood, I feel that it
is premature to compel the PBA to use its emminent domain powers.

Negotiations are currently underway that would allow iViiria►ri
to voluntarily offer land to ttie city for a neighborhood park. I'his
Resolution could jeopardize those negotiations and a lengthy court
battle over ernminent domain will only delay the construction of a
park in that area.

It is my understanding that the Resolution in its preseizt
form fails to comply with RIGL section 45-50-10 which states that
any act by the Public Building Authority must originate with the
chief executive officer. I am, therefore, returning the Resolution
to the City Council with my veto inasmuch as it was not introduced
at my request.

As I have stated in the past, I am very much committed to a
park in the Summit Avenue area, however, the use of emminent dor~ain
at this juncture is premature and not in compliance with Rhotie
Island General Law.
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RESOLVED, That the Providence Public Building

Authority is hereby requested to exercise its rights of

eminent domain to acquire the following parcels of land

for a public park:

Lots 14, 280, 282, 65, 89 and 304, on City

Assessor's Plat 73,

Lots 222, 223, 227 and 228, on City Assessor's

Plat 91, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 120,

approved March 4, 1988 is hereby rescinded.
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