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Approued Ap r i 1 2 5, 19 8 0

WH'ER.EAS, Sena:te Bi11 80=.5 25.57,. ends tne requiremerit that

each member of a local sch.00l:committee be`present at all ~teacher

dismissal hearings, thi.s requirement, which the Supreme:Court has

ruled may not even be wa:ived by am agreemerit betweeri the teacher

and the school.committee has caused inoraina:te delays in tile reso-

luti.on of disn~issals unrelated to the substative merits of the in-

diVidual case and the "f.ull bo'ard" requirement is xeplaced with .

that of a majority,

NOW,. THEREFORr~, BE IT.RESOLVED, THat.the Members of the.

City Council of .the City. oi Prov.i.derice hereby..eridor:se .Seriate

Bill 8O~S 2,557 entitled: "An Act Relating To Teachers' Tenure".
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STATE OF R}IODE i SLAND

IN G~NERAL ASSEPIBLY

JANUAItY SESSION, A.D. 1980

A N A C T

RELATING TO TEACHERS` TENURE

Introduced By: Senator Robert J. McKenna

Date Introduced: March 7, 1980

Referred To: Senate Committee on Labor

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTIaN J. Ch~~:L-Er i6-~13, Section 4 of the General Laws

entitled "Teachers' Tenure" is hereby amended to read:

16-13-4. HEARING FOR DISMISSAL FOR CAUSE - APPEALS. Statement

of cause for dismissal shall be given the teacher in writing

by the governing body of the schools at least one (1) month

prior to the close of the school year. The tea~her may, within

fifteen (15) days of such notification, request in writing, a

hearing before ~i~e €u~~ ~ea~~ at least a majority of the full board;

such hearing to commence within forty-five (45) days of the

teacher's request. The hearing shall be public or private, in

the discretion of the teacher. Both teacher and school board

shall be entitled to be represented Uy counsel and to present

witnesses. ~ke bear~ sha~~ ~eeg A complete record of the hearing

s~~ s#a~~ €ur~e~sh ~~ie ~eaeker ea~~i~ a ee~y shall be keQt and a copy

furnished to the teacher. A majority vote of those board members

present at the hearinQ shall be required. Onlv those board members



1 present durin~ the entire hearing shall be entitled to vote '

' ,,,
2 and their number must be a majority of the board. Any teacher

3 aggrieved by the decision of the school board shall have the ~~
~ ~

4 right of appeal to the state department of educa.tion and shal_1 `~_-'

S have the right of further appeal to the superior court.

6 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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E\PLANATION

OF

AN ACT
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This act endl he requirement that each member of a local school

committee be present at all teacher dismissal hearings. This requirement,

wtiich the Supreme Court has ruled may not even be waived by an agreement

between the teacher.and the school committee (Davis v. Rhode Island Board

of Regents for Educ~ation, 399 A. 2d 1247, 1250) (RI 1979), has caused

inordinate.delays i~ the re~olution of dismissals unrelated to the sub-

stative merits of the individual case. The "full board" requirement is

replaced with that of a majority.
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Apn~~ 1~, 14&0

Sena.ie Comm~..t.tee o►•~ Labon
Se~.a.ton Johei F. a~c8unv~ey, 1II, C~.a.ixman

~4 P~.ne S.~nee.t

Paiu,tucf~e~, Rt~ade I~s~an.d 02&60

D~an Sena~on MC13uhney,

~ne.~a~sed ~..3 cot~y o~ Re~o.~u~~.on pne~seve~ed ~o ~he C.~~y

Cou~ie~..~ an Apn~..~ 11, 1980, xead and ~a~%sed by ~sa~.d memben~.

Uex~ ~~cu.~y yaun~,

Ro~e ~A. A~e~2donea,
C.~~y C~'eniz.

tZMM/ f ma
Fnc.~o~une



April 18, 1980

Honorable Robert J. McKenna

United States Senator

~7 Everett Street

Newport, R.I. 02$40

Dear Senator McIienna:

Enclosed is copy of Resolution presented to the City Council

on April 17, 1980, read and passed by said members.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,

City Clerk.

RMM/jld

Enclosure


