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To The Honorable Vincent A, Cianci, Mayor and
The Honorable Council of the City of Providence

1 hereby submit the annual report of the operations of the Probate Count
o4 the City of Providence forn the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2000 and end-
ing June 30, 2001, :

The cash neceipts for this period was $238,953.15. Our collections for -
the period of July 1, 2001 to December 31, 2001 was $108,445.60 which neglects
one of the highest collection totals oven the past twelve yeans.

1§ the neceipté continue as 4in the past, 1 would anticipate that the
neceipts forn the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002 to be between $220,000.00
and $225,000.00 also reglecting an anticipated increase.

While actual hearings on will petitions have slightly decreased §rom the
. previous yearn, the Court staff has seen an increase in the will §ilings. Such
48 the case with petitions fon administration as well, where, despite increased
gilings actual hearings decreased sLightly. Additionally, the stafg handled
eight custodianships dwring this period.

The Court has, once again, seen continued activity with guardianships and
the clerical nesponsibility associated therewith. The number of guardianships
and Temporarny guardianships granted by the Court for this fiscal year was 78.
In mosi cases these nequired special hearings. In addition thereto, the Cowrt
overnsaw the §iling of 217 status reponts. This Lattern gigure actually repre-
sents an underestimation since several status repornts ane filed by attorneys
but never actuslly heard. Nonetheless, they must be processed by the stagf.

There were 116 name changes ghanted, an increase grom the previous year
04 approximately 10%. In addition thereto, many were denied. The Court also
heard 67 petitions fon the sale of neal estate filed by various executonrs,
guardians and administrhatons. This figure represents a 20% increase from the
previous year. There werne 405 miscellaneous petitions giled and granted on
denied gor various reasons. We also processed and handled eight petitions to
he-open estates that were previously closed.
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Additionally, under the State small estate process, Voluntary Informal
Administration on Voluntary Ingormal Executorn, the Court oversaw 42 VIE's
and 60 VIA's. Under the old Law, stagd would not have been required to over-
see small estates. Undern the new Law, 102 additional petitions had to be
heviewed. Once again, this represents an increase of 100% §rom the previous
year total of 56.

There were 303 inventories §iled by the giduciaries and the necessarny
gees caleculated, collected and neglected in the total receipts of the yean.
It should be noted that each inventory is monitored individually by the Court
staff to determine accuracy of the account and conformity to existing Couwrt
orndens.

Dwuing the year, there were 140 accounts. §iled, processed and hearnd by
the Cournt. There were 210 Affidavits of Completed Administration giled. Once
again, the staff must monitorn these accounts and affidavits individually for
accuracy and statutory compliance.

There were 3 new registrny accounts opened for absentees totaling $31,175.37.

ALL of the above petitions wene processed by the stafd and advertised when
hequined by statute. In addition, all petitions requiring a hearing were acted
upon by the Judge ox the Acting Judge, in his absence. Needless to say, the
Count's nesponsibility with monitorning and accountability o4 all estates kept
our staff extremely busy.

The Court has continued its' tnacking of pending estates. While the Court
has continued with its' manual tracking system of monitorning guardianships
gorn the §iling of annual accounts and status neponts, it has continued the

. process towarnds computerization.

ALL negistrny accounts are cuvtently computerized in two separate §ormats.
This has gacilitated the presentation of these accounts to the internal auditons.
In shont, auditorns can be provided with "on the spot" cwurent status of all ne-
gistny accounts.

The Court continues to send out notices and onderns negarnding petitions
which have been pending fon a considerable time without activity. In addition,
we ondern attonneys and/on 6Lduc4aﬂLeA to §ile inventories, accounts, status
neports and/on pay bond premiums, when said giduciaries have 5a4£ed Zo comply
with the appticable statutes. During this nepont period, we have sent citations
and orderns to various attorneys and fiduciaries. The automation of the Court
has gacilitated in the endeavor as well. Compliance by attorneys 4is the wlti-
mate goal of the Court in this negard. We have seen a dramatic increase in
accountability to our Court. We are proud of this accomplishment.

The Probate Court, as stated above, has taken action, sua sponte in all
estate mattens, in onder 2o insure that the giduciaries are complying with
Rhode 1sland General Laws. Additionally, the stagf has endeavored to ensure



appropriate checks and balances with nespect to Court bank accounts by fon-
warding all accounts to the City Collecton while simultaneously Lntennaﬂﬂy
reconeiling these accounts. Accorndingly, our workload continues in maintain-
Ang accurate neports of all financial accounts associated with our Counrt.

The Probate Cournt is committed to further improvements in all of the above

negerenced areas.

nank S. Lombardd,
Clenk



