
          THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE 

         STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

            No. 119 

            Approved March 28, 1996 

     RESOLVED, That a Comprehensive After School Program be 

created in collaboration with the Providence Public Schools, Providence 

Recreation Department, Providence Police Department and along with various 

Neighborhood Social Service Agencies. 

   IN CITY COUNCIL 

   MAR 2 1 1996 

   REA AND PASSE 

     CTIN PRES. 

       CLERK 
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                        Trouble after school 

                   (First of three parts) iThe ex losiou in unmarried teen re crane 

           A generation ago, the ring of the school bell ceftainly cLuual fies. While a 1«-c ucg oft has been 

         ending the day's classes sent teen-agers in two di- dis:Lerned in recent year, the rab_-s of teen-age 

         rectiun re s. Many went to the school's gym or athletic sexual activity and teen-age pregnancy a epi - 

         c or the auditorium, to the field, to the music room deinic, and the afternoon wasteland is a bikes* fad 

                                          The C2MeQ e,~Tas'k_Forre on Youth Developrnent 

          reeii-age places where myriad found that "unsupu-Nisee af1_vr ;-hook hours" are 

                          clubs acid other after- "the most common time for adolescent sexual iri- 

                          school getups met. Forter6urse (uSuaUy at the ooy s hurue w cIds P~a 

                          others who went home, ents are at work)" The task force quoted a preg- 

                          Mom was usually on pant 15-year-old: "After school, l used to go to 

         hand to provide a snack or at least take notice of Joe's house 'cause his parenLs weren't there. At. 

         youthful activities, first we just watched TV and made out, but that 

           Now the after-school hours have become a turned into sex before. I even thought abo•1t saying; 

         wasteland, abarren desert of numbing television no:' Sex occurs not only in a hideaway late at rrig!it 

         an enation for many young people and for oth- after a six-pack of beer but where oplwrtunity is 

         ers Sbreedin ground of crime and and teen even more inviting: at home, after school, before 

         erre c ~~1l parents are due back- from work. The old expres- 

                oblem. has not drawn nearly the atten- sign "idle hands breed mi5cluef' nuw }cas a dis- 

         bon=it deserves. partly because it has grown couraging corollary: "Idle hands breed." 

         9r444ally, the result of no single event but of sev- : There are painful arwc(_*tes about crime, too. 

         er4l significant social trends conspiring together. Ju$t last week a 13-year-old Raynham boy Was 

          ; gQ st important is the dramatic increase in two- charged with raping a 13-year-old Kaynham girl - 

         worge families. Combined with the rise in single- after school. at home_ But crime statistics go be- 

                                         t Yoird the anecdotal. From 19c' to 1993, an alaa'rn- 

         mar,v-more homes are empty of adults until 5 or 6 ing surge in violent crime b • vuuths a ed 14 to 17 

         o'c1 k every week night. US Census studies indi- catapulted this u ahead oft ,e 18- to 2ear- 

         catr_Ahat !_Percent of ch' dre1~ n under 18 lack full- ~ -g ate nation's most violent. And a South 

         ti,Tj tparental supervisiou, compared with only 37 Carolina study showed a draratic upsurge of 

         pe#66nt in 1970. cnrne in the wasteland hours. While the number of 

           Ord during the years when parents were in- violent crimes committed by adults rose steadily 

         crysingly leaving their homes unattended in the into the evening, peakurg just before midnight, 

         aftbkoons, local governments across the country youth crime spiked u ward at '.', k.m. and staved 

         werj: cutting back after-school programs of all relatively igh un '7 before tr- ing off. 

         l6lib, often padlocking the buildings at 1:30 or 2. Youth crimes are not just minor assaults. Ac- 

           In what history may judge one of the most per- cording to Dean James AJan Fox a Northeas.- 

         ver4~ trends of modern life, millions of youths are tern's College of Criminal Justice. studies indicate 

         beam tossed out into totally unstructuxr-d situa- that the numfn:r of homicides committed by 14- to 

         tiolifi-with no adult supervision for three or four or 17-year olds exceeded 4,000 it) 1993-. Fox attributes 

         five hours a day, every day. a big, bart of the problern tojack of supervision: 

           At 1>i^eClSely the akre when young people contin- "They have too much time to kill." 

         ually Lest lirnils to find Ahat behavior is acc~ta le. There is simply no doubting that the unsuper- 

         by,adult standards, they find there are none. The vised hours of the teen-age wasteland are damag- 

         reault is that teens by the thousands take up activi- ing America's next generation. and there is little 

         tie; that would violate any standard, threatening reason to hope the trends sill improve. The nurrr- 

         nv6ing less than a national calamity. ber of sir,~.le parent and t~;y worker househo}d_ is 

                                           still on the increase, and tight local budeets contin- 

                                           ue to squeeze extracurricuLu- :ecti~-;tiel at school 

                                           across the countrn'. 
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                        American children receive an abundance of at, r _ 6 

                      terition rhetorically, but the focus is or) 

                      younger children Most of t ,e social science stud- 

                      ies, most of the prugrarns and most of the ri- 

                      sources are aimed at preteens_ Hillary Clinton'a 

                      best-seller "It Takes a Village" is illustrative 

                      though wide-ranging, it concentrates on younger 

                      children. 

                        The budget cats sought by congressional Rs_­ 

                      publicans would affect nearly all children, but it*; 

                      include programs designed specifically to subsidiu- 

                      after-school activities. 

                        Some of the federal programs are furkM 

                      through the Education Department, but many arc 

                      administered by the Justice Department as part r,f 

                      the 1994 crime bi11. Of these, midnight basketWi 

                      received the most publicity, but Attorney Geiieral 

                      Janet_ Reno also stresses the importance of pra-- 

                        anis in the afternoon, when 'Tour cUdren art- ir, 

                      isolation - basically unsupervised.' She coms 

~~,,,,,,.~.r-y ?~•cE --3I community polidy as contributing to _a solutkn,, 

                      since cops on the street come to know individual 

                      teen ers. 

                          any state and local governments and neigh- 

                      borhood groups are heavily involved in trying to 

                      provide after-school activities, but the demand 

                      typically far outstrips meager resources. 

                        Worse yet is the approaching demogralcric 

                      bulge: There are now 39 million children under age 

                      10; by theyear 2005, the number of teen -a ep_l4 

                      to 17 veam old will increase by 23 t. Scene 

                      policy makers are aware of these numbers: '-n- 

                      Bob Dole commiserated with governors last w 

                      about `the co4lz juvenile crime storm." A re- 

                      sponse centered on tougher sentences and pr_.ton 

                      corLstruction, however, is an admission of defea - 

                      a premature surrender. Now is the time for tr,Li- 

                      cies aimed at minimizing the storm, not cletmg 

                      up after it. 

                         To recognize the perils threatened by the teen- 

                      age wasteland is not to assume that all children 

                      growing into adolescence are condemned to lives of 

                      depredation, many will simply be dulled by televi- 

                      sion, and many will thrive. And it doesn't remove 

                      the individual responsibility of the 4ouths them- 

                      selves and their parents- But the trends are A- 

                      ening. 

                         Officials frorn Mayor Thomas M. Merdno to 

                      President Clinton to a number of the Republican 

                      presidential candidates have begun to hear the 

                      warnings and point to the after-school hours as a 

                      problem in critical need of attention. As teen-alters 

                      themselves know all too well, cultivating this 

                      wasteland will require enormous effort. an effort 

                      that begins with a recognition that parents and 

                      public officials have left teen-agers' afte-moons 

                      dangerously unstructured. dan erousl_; barrel,. 

                      TOMORROW: Voices from the teen-age waste- 

                      land. 
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       Student                   sust e Ions                          rise        t1& yeas® 

  PROVIDENCE -- The number of                                                   67 incidents; 37 for assaulr, 23 fo r 

students suspended from school for             PROVIDENCE                       can-ying weapons, and "1 for tiih^: 

assault, weapons possession or other                                            Offenses, including one in which .t 

serious. offenses, has jumped by                                                girl stole a credit card from ,,,s. 

                                          This. academic year the number 

more than 40 percen first t in the half had reached 65 at the same point        teacher's purse at Hopc High 

of the school year, a worrisome phe-    last week — a jump of 20.               School.. 

nomenon to school officiaLS. even 

though the actual numbers Are rela-.      "lt's sigrMcant, whether you look       "You have to be totally rizive not 

tivcly small.                           at the number — 20 - or the per-        to realize.that schools are a rnirno- 

  Last year, 45 students drew long-     centage:" said Supt. Arthur M,.:        cosm of the. community," ZwTella 

term suspensions for serious of-        ~arreila.                               said, adting that police are cort- 

fenses from the time school opened        The 65 students suspended so far      cett .*bout an inuease in drug-rt,- 

through the. first week, of February:'  this year were .irrvoNv .in a total of -lated violence and gang activity. 



 VINCENT A. CIANCI, ,1R.            ProNA&_nce 

 Mayor 

 ARTHUR M. ZARRELLA, PED. D.          Schools 

 Superintendent                     OUR SCHOOLS OUR FUTURE 

                                   Office of the Superintendent 

                                            April 12, 1996 

         Mr. Raymond Brown 

         Department of Recreation 

         109 Bucklin Street 

         Providence, Rhode Island 02907 

         Dear Mr. B n-/7 

              I received a copy of City Council Resolution No. 119 requesting that 

         the School Department, Recreation Department and Police Department along 

         with various Neighborhood Social Service Agencies collaborate in creating 

         after school programs. 

              I will ask Mr. Edward Pascarella, Health/Physical Education 

         Administrator/Supervisor to contact you in order to determine whether such 

         a collaboration is possible. 

                                                  Sincerely, 

                                                  Arthur M. Zarrella, Ped.D. 

                                                  Superintendent 

         AMZ:ecmy 

         CC: Mr. Michael R. Clement 

              Mr. Edward Pascarella 

797 Westminster Street a Providence • Rhode Island ! 02903-4045 • (401)450,-9211 • FAX(401)456-9252 • TDD (401) 456-9330 

 The Providence School Department does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, religion, national origin, color or disability in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

MISSION: Students of all ages in the diverse cultural mosaic of the Providence community will be enthusiastic, life-long learners, workers, and citizens, each with marketable skills 

       achieved relative to his or her ability. These outcomes will manifest themselves in a nurturing environment driven by excellence in educational opportunity. 


