THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 119

Approved March 28, 1996

RESOLVED, That a Comprehensive After School Program be
created in collaboration with the Providence Public Schools, Providence
Recreation Department, Providence Police Department and along with various

Neighborhood Social Service Agencies.
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Trouble after school

L (First of three parts)

A generation ago, the ring of the school bell
ending the day’s classes sent teen-agers in two di-
rections. Many went to the school’s gym or athletic
r . field, to the music room

FeeIl_age or the auditorium, to the
places where myriad
. clubs and other after-
school groups met. For
others who went home,
Mom was usually on
hand to provide a snack or at least take notice of
youthful activities.

‘Now the after-school hours have become a

wastpland, a barren desert of numbing television

and zﬁﬁenation for many young people and for oth-

ers g breeding ground of crime and gangs and teen
regnancy.

"The problem has not drawn nearly the atten-
uoncit deserves, partly because it has grown
gradually, the result of no single event but of sev-
eralignificant social trends conspiring together.

: Most important is the dramatic increase in two-
worker families. Combined with the rise in single-
pargut households — also steep ~ this means that
mazfy:more homes are empty of adults until 5 or 6
o'claek every week night. US Census studies indi-
catg{ﬁhat 57 percent of children under 18 lack full-
timé& parental supervision, compared with ouly 37
peréent in 1970.

‘And during the years when parents were in-
credsingly leaving their homes unattended in the
aftrhoons, local governments across the country
were. cutting back after-school programs of all
kingg, often padlocking the buildings at 1:30 or 2.

"It what history may judge one of the most per-

.The explosion in unmarmed feen pregrancy
certainly qualifies While a leveling o‘ﬁgﬁi
discerned in recent years, the rates of teen-age
seotual activily and teen-age pregnancy are epi-
demic, and the afternoon wasteland is a big factor
The Carnegie Task Force on Youth Development
found that “unsupervised afier school hours™ are
“the mosi_common time for adolescent sexual in-
lercourse (Usualy at the pay's hutue while his put -
em;s are at work).” The task force quoted a preg-
nant 15-year-old: “After school, ] used Lo go w
Joe’s house 'cause his parenls weren't there. Al
first we just watched TV and made out, but that
turned into sex before 1 even thought aboit saying
no” Sex oceurs not only in 2 hideaway late at night
after a six-pack of beer but where opportumity is
even more inviting: at home, alter school. before
parents are duc back from work The old expres-
sion “idle hands breed mischiel” now has 2 dis-
couraging corollary: “ldle hands breed.”

-There are painful anecdotes about crime, too.
Just last week a 13-year-old Raynham oy was
chirged with raping a 13-year-old Raynham girl -
after school. at home. But erime statistics go be-
yohd the anecdotal. From 1988 Lo 1993, an alarn-
ing surge in violent crime by youths aged 14 to 17

catapulted this group ahead of the 18- to 24-year-
olds as the nation’s most viglent. And a South
Carolina study showed a dramatic upsurge of
crime in the wasteland hours. While the number of
vidlent crimes committed by adults rose steadily

into the evening, peaking just before midnight,
vouth crirne spiked upward at ¥ p.an. and staved

relatively high unt 7 before trauing off.

Youth crimes are not just minor assaults. Ac-

e

cording to Dean James Alan Fox of Northeas-
tern’s College of Criminal Justice. studies indicate
that the number of homicides committed by 14- to
17-year-olds exceeded 4,000 in 1993. Fox attributes
a big part of the problemn to lack of supervision:
“They have too much time to kill.”

There is simply no doubling that the unsuper-
vised hours of the teen-age wasteland are damag-
ing America’s next generation. and_there is little
reasor: to hope the trends will improve. The num-
ber of single-parent and two-worker households is
still on the increase. and tight local budgets contin-
ue W0 squceze extracurricula sctivities at schouls
across the country.

vers.p trends of modern life, millions of youths are
being tossed out into totally unstructured situa-
tiong with no adult su igion for three or four or
five hours a day, every day.

Al precisely the age when young people contin-
ually test limils to find what behavior js acceptable
by adult standards, they find there are none. The
resull is that teens by the thousands take up activi-
ties that would violate any standard, threatening
nothing less than a national calamity.
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o TAREE Proe s Sgas  American children receive an abundance of at
tention rhetorically, but the focus is usually on
younger children. Most of the socal saence stud-
1es, most of the programns and most of the re
sources are aimed at preteens. Hillary Clinton's
best-seller “It Takes a Vilage” is tllustrative

| though wide-ranging, it concentrates on younger

children.
The budget cuts sought by congressional Re-

’ publicans would affect nearly all children, but they

‘ include prograrns designed specifically to subsidiz:

\ after-school activities.

i Some of the federal programs are funded

through the Education Departinent, but many are
administered by the Justice Department as part «f
the 1994 crime bill. Of these, midnight baskethei]
received the most publicity, but Attorney Genera]
Janet Keno also stresses the importance of peo-
grams in the afternoon, when “our chuldren are m
isglation ~ basically unsupervised.” She coums

Cémrrvssrry redsce ~% community policing 2s contributing to a solution,

since cops on the street come to know individua)

teen-Et_gers.
any state and local governments and neigh-

borhood groups are heavily involved in trying w
provide after-school activities, but the demand
typically far outstrips meager resources.

Worse vet is the approaching demograjnic
bulge: There are now 39 million children under zge

10; by the year 2005, the number of teen-agers |4 |

10 17 vears old will increase bv 23 percent. Some
policy makers are sware of these numbers: Sn.
Bob_Dole commiserated with governors last week
about “the coming juvenile crime storm.” A re-
sponse centered on tougher sentences and preon
construction, however, is an admission of defea -

4 premature surrender. Now is the tme for jolj-

cles aimed at mintuizing the storm, not clex-mgp

up after it.
“To recognize the perils threatened by the teen-

age wasteland is not to assurne that all children
growing into adolescence are condemned to bives of
depredation, many will simply be dulled by televi-
sion, and many will thrive. And it doesn't remove
the individual responsibility of the youths them-

selves and their pm'ents.—ﬁut the trends are inght-
ening.

Officials frorn Mayor Thomas M. Menino to
President Clinton to 8 number of the Republican
presidential candidates have begun to hear tie
warnings and point to the after-school hours as a
problem in critical need of attention. As teen-agers
themselves know all too well, cultivating this
wasteland will require enormous effort. an effort

that begins with a recognition that parents and
| public officials have left leen-agers aflernouns

| dangerously unstructured. dangergusly barren.

TOMORROW: Voices from the teen-age waste-

land.
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Student -Suspensions rise this year

PROVIDENCE ~ The number of
students suspended from schoo! for
assault, weapons possession or gther

»Serious. " offenses. has jumped by

more than 40 percent in the first haif

of the school year, a wortispme phe-
nomenon to school officials, even
though the actual numbers gre rela-.

tively small.
Last year. 45 students drew long-
lerm suspensions for serious  of-

fenses from the time schoal opened

through the first week of Februaty -
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PROVIDENCE

This. academic year the number
had reached 65 : v
last week — a jump of 20.

: "It's significant. whether you look -
al the number — 20 — or the per-

centage,” said Supt.
Zarrella, ,

_The 65 students Suspended so far .

this year were involved in a rotal of

at the same point -

pt. Arthur M.~

.. 67 incidents; 37 for assaull, 23 (or
" camying weapons, and 7 ior other

offenses, including one in which
girl stole a credit card from s
leacher's purse at Hope  High
School. - - ‘

" “You have 10 be totally naive not
to realize. thar schools are a micrg.
cosm of the. community,” Zarrelin

‘said, noting that police are con-

cerned dbour an intrease in deug-re:

dated violence and ‘gang activity,
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ARTHUR M. ZARRELLA. PED. FD.
Superintendent OUR SCHOOLS. OUR FUTURE,

Office of the Superintendent

April 12, 1996

Mr. Raymond Brown
Department of Recreation

109 Bucklin Street

Providence, Rhodeﬂand 02907

/
Dear Mr. B n:

I received a copy of City Council Resolution No. 119 requesting that
the School Department, Recreation Department and Police Department along
with various Neighborhood Social Service Agencies collaborate in creating
after school programs. ‘

I will ask Mr. Edward Pascarella, Health/Physical Education
Administrator/Supervisor to contact you in order to determine whether such
a collaboration is possible.

Sincerely,

e

Arthur M. Zarrella, Ped.D.
Superintendent

AMZ:ecmj /
CC: Mr. Michael R. Clement
Mr. Edward Pascarella

797 Westminster Street ® Providence ® Rhodelsland © 02903-4045 e (401)456-9211 o FAX (401)456-9252 ® TDD (401)456-9330

The Providence School Department does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, religion, national origin, color or disability in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

MISSION: Students of all ages in the diverse cultural mosaic of the Providence community will be enthusiastic, life-long learners, workers, and citizens, each with marketable skills
achicved relative to his ar her ability. These outcomes will manifest themselves in a nurturing environment driven by excellence in educational opportunity.



