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WHEREA~, the State of Rhode Island has abandoned

the Charles v. Cnapin Hospa.ta~ Complex property~ so ca].led~
which was conveyed to the State of Rhode Island by the City

of Providence~ by deed dated March 26~ 1968, and

WHEREAS, said deed provided that legal title to said

complex, including land and buildings, shall revert to ~he

City of Providence, if and when the ~tate of Rhode Island shall

abandon the same for curative and convalescent health purposes,

and

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Committee on City

Property of the City Council, a~ter that Public Hearing held

on August 21, 1974, the said complex has become unsuitable for

any public purpose or purposes, and has ceased to be used for

such purposes,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with

the reverter clause, in that deed from the City of Providence

to the State of Rhode Island, dated March 26, 1968, the City

of Providence hereby accepts the reversion of said Charles V.

Chapin Hospital Cornplex, and

BE TT ~'URTHER RESOLVED, that the Charles V. Chapin

Hospital Complex has become unsuitable for hospital purposes

or for any public purpose or purposes.
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,, The CLERK. The Publie hearing ~ill please be

in order. This is a hearin~ before the Committee an

City Prope~ty of th~ City GoUnC~l~ ~t 1~ aha~x~d by

Councilman Michael E. Keily.

Mr, KELLY. ~ood afternoon ladies and ~entle-

men. T will read the advertisem~nt as it appeared in

~~e Providon~e n~w~p~p~~.

"The Committee ~n City Prop~r~y nf the
City Council ~ill eonduct a Public Hear-
i»g nn Wednesday, ~ugust 21, 1974, at
2s00 o'cloek P.~. (D.S.T.) in the Cham-
ber of ~he City ~ouncil, City Ha11, rel -
ative to the follo~ing«

Whether, the Charles V. Chapin Hospital
Complex, con~istin~ of land and build-

~ ings, ~ocated within that area bounded
~ generally by Eaton Street; Huxley Avenue;

southerly by adjacent lot~ slong Ventura,
Ceres and Grape Streets; easterly by ad-
jsaer~t lats along Mowry, :~u,;us~, Venice
and Lie~e Streets, become un~uitable for
use far haspital purposes and has ceaeed
to be used fQr such purposes.

All persons ~.r~terest~d in the above matter
are cordially invited to be present at that
time and place to be heard therean, by order
of the Comrnittee on City Property."

Sittin~ on mZr right is William BraBaha~ and to my le~t

is Jahn ~Iurphy, bath couneilmen. At this time I will c811

upon our City Soliaitor, ~tr. Loui~ }~aseia..

Mr. idiAASCIA. Mr, Chairman and membe~s of *he

~ Committee, I have here a letter d3.rected to the Honorable
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, Joseph A. Door~ey~ Jr,~ Mayor of th~ Gity vf Provid~n~~~

~ City Hal1, krovidence, Rhode Island, 02903, dated July 29,

197~. T~ was x*ec~ined in the Executiv~ ~ffic~ on JuIY 3p,

1g7~. The l~tter read~,

"Dcar Niayo~ Doorleys RE; CHAPIN H03PITAL

Please be advised that the State of Rllode
Ialand has abandoned the Ghapin Haspital
as of June 1, 1974. Whi1e the State is
occupyin~ a portion af the prami~es, it
is do3.ng ~o at your sufi'~r~:nce, ;fnr the
Stat~ 1~ waiting far the camp~.~tion of
the rehabilitation o~` the uni'~s ou~ at
the Ho~ard complex. I truat that ~his
enables the city to enter into ~rhatever
nego~iations it deems appropriate, ~ince
the S~ate is of the opinion that the
Chapin site has ePf~ctively b~en aban-

don~d.
VEry tr~aly yaurs, Jaraes M. Jerue,

~ Director."

i would ~.ike to offer thls ta the Committee as part

af 'the record.

(Letter of July 2g, 1974 to Mayor
Doorley from Mr, aerue made par~
of the reaord)

Present in the ~hambers, Mr. Chairman and members of

the Commit'tee, i~ I~r, Paul P~.sana, Chief L~~al Counsei for

the Departm~nt of Ment$1 Health, R~tardatlon and Hospital~

for the State of Rhode I~land and Mr. Pisano ti~ould lik~ to

addresa the Committee.

PAUL J. PiSAN4. Thank you very much Mr. Maacia.

Mr. Chairman ~nd memb~rs of ~he Committee, my name is

Paul Jy Pis~na. I ara an a~torney at latcr and i am the Chief
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,. Z~~al Caunsel f~r ~~~ Dep~~~rnen~ af Me~~a1 ~~al~h,

`. Ret~rdation and Ho~pitals fnr the St~te c~f Rhode Is]~nd,

ar~~ ~~am here representi~~ ~Ghe Degartm~nt ~nd alsa the

State n~ Rhode I$1ar,d.

The Chapin Hospital Compl+ex, so-ealled, has b~en

aband~z~ed by ~he State of Rhode Islanc~, and the ~eaeo~

f~r thia ia tiaat the l~~~pi~~l units that ~yere presentl.y

at the Chapin Hn~pital 3~ave beean partially moved o~t to

~h~ Hor~raxd M~di.eel Ce~~e~r in ~~rm~ o~' i~~ Alec~holism

program, and the aMly pr~g~arn that the.State is.oper.ating

at the Ch~pi~ Hc~sp3.tal at the pre~~nt time ia th~ Dru~

A'bu~~ and Chemical Abuse ~ec~ion. That wil~. be mov~.ng
,

~ ~ out ~hartly to ~he ho$pital cornplex.

I have two ma~~ers, Qr ~hree matters, that I~ould

like to present tfl the Comm~,tt~e for thei,r perusal and

their etudy. The fir~t is a letter which T would ~.ik~ ~t~

r~~d i.nto the record whxch i~ a letter addresa~d ~a the

Hvnorabl~ Phil~.p W. No~l, Cc>v~r~,ar c~f the State of Rhode

Is~Ianci, t,rritten by th~ Director of' N[~nta1 Heal~h, Re~,~r-

dat3on and Hospit~ls, Dr. Charle~ C, Goo¢man. 13r. Good-

ma~ i~ pre~ent here and will al~o address thi~ body. I~

~ays,

"Uear G~vernar~ Far sdme t3.me I have
been cc~nQ~rraed about ~he ne~d ta con-
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,, solidate aur chemical abuse services
~o assure mQre efficient administra~ian
and operation. At one tlme an efPort
was made to have the entire alcoholia
and drug abuse pro~ram lacated at Chapin
but this did not prove poe$ible. At th@

pr~~en~ ~ime only ~he drug program is at
Chapin in quartera quite un~uitabl~ fo~
Hospital accreditation without extensive
renovativns. I am ~eluetant to make major
renovations in property over which we do

~ot hav~ ful~ eont~ol.

Until reeently there did not appe~r to
be suitable space to relocate the dru~
program at th~ Medical Center. In plan-
nin~ Por the study of the General Services
Medical Buildin~ and A~i~g Cen~er a new ap-
portunity has ari~en. A very sound buiiding
at Center General Ho~pital, which i$ aurrent-
~y a dormitar~r Fo~ ~mp~4ye~~, ~ou1d l~nd it~
self to relocation of the entire drug program.
The building is in gaod r~pair and is alr~ady

` protected by a fire detection system. The
`~ aquare feet available wauld meet the dru~

program ne~d~ for i~patient, me~hadone ma3n-
tenanae, outpatient and day programs, and
administra~iv~ quarters. Some renovation
wnuld be necessary in order to meet Fed~ral
re~ulations for drug pragrams and necessary
security. Althou~h I cannot g~v~ a~irm
eatimate i believe renovation c~s~a ehould
not exceed $25o,p00.

The buildin~ is very we11 loca~ed ln a aen-
tral spot ~1th ~ood aece~s for parking and
a~ the same ~ime op~n enaugh to assure a~-
curity sup~rvision. It ~ould be sufficiently
~eparated ~o as not tp int~rfere with programs
for psychiatric patiente or the mediaal -
surgical pr~grama and yet near enough to
utilize laboratory, x-ray, and ather clinie
servicea.

To re~ocate ~rom the ~~apin ~nnex it is
~~stimated that savin~s in operating co~~a
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,, auch as fuel oil, e~ectriaity, ~nd
~ ~ pther utilitie~ ~auld ~mount to an

estimated $58,000 annually. The need
for various repairs at Chap~.n alone
could be elim~.nated ar~d these savinga
are ~stimated at $27,OOQ. This relo-
ca~ion s~au~,d m~ak~ ~'~r mar~ ~f~'~ci~nt
collabvx~tion with other uz~~.ts af th~
~~~artment that serve this pragram.

Relocatian ai' the drug program woUld nat
result in the loss of a po~ition for ar~y
employee. All preBent employeea could
be utilized even more effective],y a~ the
sin~le Niedical Cer~~er ]~c~cat~.on.

it ia my professiona~. and admin3strative
,judgment that such a relocation oP our
drug program would be in the best inter-
eat of both th~ patient~ and the Dep~r~-
men~. I am preaer~ting ~his recommendati~n
ta yau hoping for an e~rly decision ~.n o~d~r
to coordinate any necessary stepa orith the
Bud~et OPfice.

Immediate affirmative action would 7,ead to
completion of the task in approximately
five to six montha. Realizing this brief
not~ ~ummarizes a tr~me~idc~us amount af
informativn, I am ready ta diecus~ this
fuxther with you and Mr, Co3,eman at your
convenienee. Awaitin.~ your reply, I am,
Sincerely yours, Charlsa C, (~oodmans M•D.,
Director."

I~rould like to c~ffer ~hi~ into the recc~rd, pl~ase.

(Letter oP February 1, 197~ to
Governor Noel from Dr. C}oodman
made part of the record)

Mr. PISANO. As noted by the first e~iiblt

presented to you by Mr. Masoia, you wil]. note that the

State has effectively taken steps necessary to abandon

the ac.~.~,lete Chapin complex. I do not consider myself
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,, an expert in determining the u~e as a ho~pi~~l. I will

leave that to people more attuned and capable of that,

such aa Dr. f~oodman, who i~ the flirect~r. Ho~ever, I

do have ~wo m~ttera T wauld also like to pr~sent.

Firs~, is a letter from th~ Fire Depar~ment, Burea.0

o~ Fis~ P~~v~nt~an, ~an~~d Fe ~~a~~h, F~~~ ~~r~n~~, ~p~

Fountafn Street, Providence, Rhode Island. It ia addr~ssed

to Dani~l M~llor, Adm~.nistrator a~ the Chapin Annex, 153

Eaton Street, Providenca, Rhode Island. This is the only

bu~~d~ng u~ed ~t th~ pre~~nt t~m~ fas our ~rug pro~r~m,

the Lippitt buiT~ing. I will n~t read it al1 but it says

,
here,

`' "T~ is the opinion of this inspeetor
that this buildin~ constitute~ both
a life and fire haz~rd..."

This continues on at length in particular detail as to

the deficiencies within the h~spital complex or the Lippitt

Building itself.

I would also like to present this into the recard.

(Letter of ~ebr~ary 13, 1974 bo
Mr. Mellor from Mr, Butl~r made
part of the record)

A lot of this is background which has accumulated

over several years, ~o I am present~ng hi~hlights and

surrnnariea which are contained in here. I also have
~
- present a statement vf constructlon and fire protection



, ~rhich is presented by the Joint Commission on Accred~tation

of Hospitals, Ho~pital Accreditation Program. This is

"hospital identificat~.on," and this is cancerning th~

Chapin Annex, particularly the Lippitt building. This

is the best building which is being occupied presently.

With the exception of two items, they are in eomplete

violation of hospital accreditation. In order fox us to

maintain the aecreditation of that hospital, you would

have to completely rebuild the building. A~ you are

familiar, I'm sure, by reading in the papera, there wa$

a recent survey of the Institute of Mental Health of which

this is part of, out at the Howard complex and at the

`~ present time, ~iei~ findings of non-~ccreditation is under

appeal. While we are at the present time still. in full

accreditation at the MedicaZ Center, it would have to be

updated and aze bein~ updated so we can asaure ourselves

of full accreditation. It would be almost an impossibility

to bring this up to conformance. I would also like to

present this to the Comm3ttee.

(Statement of Conatruction and
Fire Protection by ~Toint Commiesion
on Accreditation of Hospitals made
part of the r~aord~

Further, I wnuld like to present to the Commi~tee a

~ purchase requisi.tion by th~ State of ,Rhode Ieland for ser-
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vices of an architect ta prepare the plans and speel-

~ fications for remadeling of a dormitory buildin~ at the

Medica~ C~nter to be used a~ a dru~ cantro~ unit dorm~tory.

EstSmated construction costs, $35Q,000. It's got altera-

tiona, 50~ Group III, 50~ Group IV, 8.7~, Aitera~ions,

3.~~ for a total of 12.1~. I wauld lik~ ~o enter that as

part of the record.

(Purchase Requiaition of ~arch 29, 1974
mad~ part of the recard)

The State of Rhode Island has made up its mind tha~

they are moving out oF the Chapin complex for the fa:ct they

ar~ relocating at the Medical Center and for the fact it

wQuld be just prohibitive for the State ta enter into any

construction costs to maintain the hospital as a unit.

Are there any questions ~rom the Committee? I~ould

be glad ~o answer them concerning th~ ho~pital accred3tation~

etc., and aB for it~ Use ~f a ho$pital, I prob&bl~ would

defer to Dr. Goodman who is also the director, This

purchase requieition was autharized by the Direo~or of

Aclminiatration of the State of I3hode Island.

The CHAIRMAN. We have no questions.

Mr. PISANO. Thank yo~.

Mr. MASCIA. T~r. Chairman, at this time, I

,~ would like to lntroduce a copy of a deed executed by
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Mayor poorley on Marah 26, lg6$, whereby the Chapin

Hoap3tal complex was desded to the State of Rhode Island,

and I would like to read into the record Reverter Clause

in ~he deed whieh a~ates that, "'~his conveyanee is made

eubjeet to the unders~andin~ and agreement thai le~al ~itle

to the above deseribed real estate shall revert to the

City oP Pravidenc~ if and when the State of Rhode Ieland

ahall abandon the same for curative and co~valeacent health

purposes."

At this time, Mr. Chairman, i ahould like to call on

Dr. Charlea q~oodman, who is the Director of Mental Health,

Retardation and Hospitals for the State af Rhode Ieland.

DR. CHARL~;S t~00DMAN. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Pisano

ha$ told the story of our present situation qu3t~ well.

Knowing that I was to come to this hearing this a£ternoon,

I asked for a current gtatement from my hoapital admini-

strator, Mr. Robert Reid~, which in effect ~ummarize~ the

bulk of material already presented. If you don't mind,

I would like to read that and al~o offer it ~o you for

your records, Mr. Reidy, in w~iting to me concerning the

lnng-range use of Chapin Haspital ~ays:

"Ch~t~'les V. Chapin Hospital complex has
no existing facilities that are in sub-
stantial compliance rrith either the NFFA
Code that is followsd for Accreditation
or the State Fire Code.
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,~ The best buildin~ on the ~rounds,

~, the Lippitt Building, has been
described as both a life and fire
hazard in a repvrt of the Providenee
Fire Department dated February 13~
1974.

To correct this t'acility's ~hort-
comings and make it aceeptable as
a pa~ient care haspital building
would probably cost from 2/3 to
3j~ of the coat of total replace-
ment. It is very likely that at
the completion of such a pro~ect,
the building would not be ~atis-
factory from a functional stand-
point because of limitiations in
the ~xlsting structure.

Al1 other buildinga on the ~rounda
of the Chapin Ho~pital are totally
unaceep~able for patient care ~nd
would have little or no potential

•` for renova~ion for lon~ terrr, uae.
~~ The only use they would have is

for administrative office area."

T would like to add, hawever, that the present plan

for the State for my department to mov~ the servicee~ to the

central complex on the Howard campus is hardly a hasty move.

T think well nver a year ago, I c~n't recall the exact date,

I had the privile~e of ineetin~ with the Providence City

Council to discuss the State's long-range plans for the

use of that property, and I said at that time, because of

the nature of the construction and the co8t of renovation,

the sooner we can get out, the bet~er we wauld be and that

,, was a matter of record,in ~~e Providence Journal for same
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,, following morning so we have been working in that direction

for some time. I am available for any fur~her questions.

The CHATRMAN. 4Je can assume Dr. aoodman that

the State will have considerable savings as a re~ult of

movin~ out of Chapin.

Dr. GOODMAN. Yes, especially in adminiatrative

costs of operating a facility some di~tanes from our main

campus with all the attendant:things that go ~vith it,

physical, administrative, and sa an.

The CHAIANIAN. That is the m~tivating faetor?

Dr. GOODMAN. One of the motivatin~ factor$.

The other mvtivatin~ factor is that it is to our advantags

`~ in terma of operating a program to have everythl.n~ compact

in one place, not having to operate two laboratories and

things like that. So there is the pra~ram purpose, which

ia the higher purpase and the secondary is adminietrative

efficiency. The third reason for us to being able to move

in that direction is that our efi'orta have been to r~duce

the census either by keepin~ people out or returning them

to the community, or a~thaugh we have not had a lo~ of

publicity, our census has dropped over the years, has

dropped two or three hundred patients and this no~ permi~s

us ta move some people into nther quar~ers and free us of
~ l

~~ some space so we can now make this move.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you doctor.

\~ Mr, MASCIA. Mr. Chairman and members of the

Committee, after Mayor poorley received the 1et~er dated

in Exhibit I~ July 2~~ shortly t~ereafter ln Au~u$t~

Mayor poorley engaged the services ~f Henr~ W. Cooke

Company, a real estate office in the City o~ Providenae

and requested o~ that office, through Mr. Skreeney, to

8etermine on a real estate point of vie~~ whether or not

the Chapin Hospital complex has become unsuitable ~or

ho$pital purpoaes. I would like to present Mr. Svleeney

please.

ROSERT E. SWEENEY. Gentlemen, I have a prepared

~tatement that I would like to read ~.nto the record and I

have copies so T~rill distribute them to you.

Mr. MASCIA. Mr. Chairman, will the Committee

waive the qual3fications of Mr. Sweeney as a real estate

appraiser?

The CHAIRNIAN. We w111,

Mr. SWEENEY. Thank you gentlemen.

"Gentlement Purauant to the requ~st
af Joseph A. Doorley, Jr., I have
personally inspected the real eatate
known as Charles V. Chapin Hospita].
further desi~nated as Lot No. 8 on
P1a~ No. llg of the Tax Assessor~s
Plats of th~ City of Provid~nce,

, State of Rhode Island. The purpose



14.

of my inspection waa to render
an opinion as to th~ functional
utility of this property for
hospital purposes. Functional
Util3.ty is defined a~ the surr~

of a property~s us~fulne~~ and
attractiveness as improved.

Herewith is the result of ray
investigation and lnapection:

ThQ sub~ee~ property f a loea~~d
on the r~orthea$terly eorner of
Eaton Street and Huxley tivenue
and cansists of 1,103,g$2 square
feet af land ar 25.34 acres of
land. Utilities servin~ the area
are: city water, storm and sani-
tary sewers, electricity, gas and
telephone. The subject parcel
slopes downward gradually from
Huxley Avenue e~sterly with the
contour of Eaton Street. The par-
cel graduates gently upward f'rom
the sou~h boundary toviard the
norther].y boundary. Miscellaneous
shrubs and trees give ~he grounda a
parklike ~ettin~. An asphalt paved
road network gives access to the
buildings and the several pex'king
areas tha~ aecomodated vi~sitors and
employees of the hospital~. Acce$e
to the ~rounds are from Eaton Street
and Mowry Street.

The hospital complex consists of es-
sentia2ly eleven (1J.) buildings.

ZONING DATA

The subjeat property is zoned R-3,
General Rea~.denc~ Zane.

Upon inspection of the buil,dings
presently loca~ed on the subject

~~ ~ite, i~ was my opinion that th3$
~- facility would no longer have value
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,, as a ho~pital facili~y. It is my
,, opinion that because of age, and

the present strin~ent requirements
under the new fire eode that the
existing facility was unsuitabl~
for hos~itaz purposea. My opinion
h~s been supported by the fact that
the State oP Rhode Island abandaned
this facility on June l, 1g74 after
making a d~t~rmination that it ~ras
unauitable fvr their purposea. The
co~t of rehabilitation and renovation
would have been prohibitive to make
the pres~nt facil~.tiea i'unctional.
Because it was no Ionger suitable for
use by the Sta'te or the City c~f Prov3.-
dence as a h~spitai, it i~ my opinion
that the present~improvement~ are not
fune~ionally u~e~'ul, therefore the
present facilities are not suitable
presently or in the ~'uture for hos-
pit~l purposee. Respectful].y sub-
mitted, Robert E. Sweeney, $RA."

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you Mr. Sueeney.

~Ir. MASCZA. ~Ir. Chairman, member~ of the

Committee, that concludes the testimony. In conclu~ian,

I would like to gum up and recommend ta your Commi~ttee,

speaking on behalf of Mayor poorley, that ~1) the Commj,ttee

does deterrnine that the State of Rhode Island has abandoned

Chapin Hospital for hospitaS. purpases and that the City of

Px~ovid~nce, 3n acenrdar~ce with the deed which is introducec~

in evidence, aecepts back the Chapin Hospital complex and

further tha~ this complex ~eases to be used for hospital

purposes.

'' The CHAIF~AN. Thank you ~tr. Ma~cia, and also
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the witnesse~. ~e will now ask for those oppased to

this resolution to step for~ard. I would ask tha~ those

tivishin~ to apeak against confine their remarks to the

subject matter. ~ould you please etate your name.

EARLE F. COHEN, M.D. I previously funetioned

a~ the pre~ident of the ~riends oP Chapin Hoapital and

al~o as the chalrman of the Rhode I~land Taxpay~era Aation

Committee. Mr. Chairman, the ane member of the Committee

that ~eema to be seated with you still -- by the way, does

it take ~ quarum ~f the Comrni,ttee in order for you people

to do busine~s? I wonder if Mr, Mascia, the legal couns~l

for the City wnuid ruls an this.

' Mr. MASCIA. At the start o~ the meet~ng there

was a quorum and, therefore, there is a quorum preaent.

Dr. COHEN. S take exception to that, aa I will

to many other thing~. I think it shoul8 be clearly noted

~hat a quarum is nece~sary in order to hear both sides of

the argument, not just the affirmative side.

Mr. MASCI A« May I point out, Doctar, that ther~

is a~ranserip~ and this txanscript ~ill be prepared and

presented to the full Committee.

Dr. COHEN. I think a public hearing is one

~~here, if the peaple in the Committee are interested, and
, .

~- it is qui~e obvious they are not here, the fact is, T could
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, ~
say three words, ~he Pix ls on, and I would like to be

`' quoted on that. It is g,uite obvious~ "the fix i~ o~,~"

and the ~'ix has been on ~'or a~on~ ti.me now, and I am

talking to the aubject, Mr. Chairman. I am speaking ta

the subject and the issue. The fix 1s on.

Th~ CI~AIR~IAN. Doo~or, if ynu wo~ld ean~a~.n

your remax~ks, If you wish to eontinu~ your remarka...

Dr . CO~N . i w17.1 b~ happy to ,

The CHATRMAN. I ean hear yc~U quitie readil~.

It is nat necegsary for you ~a shout to me and the

Committee members. I~rill ask that you ec~ntinue with

your testimony pertaining to the aubject matter~ Should

~, yau dev3ate, T will ask you to sit down.

Dr. COH~N. T may devia~e and it may be ~he

ruling of the Ch~ir ~requently, T would ask him not to ask

me ta sit down, but ask me to get back t~o the subject that

interest~s you .

The CHAIRMA2d. Please proceed.

Dr. COHEN~ i would 2ike th~..names of the other

members of th~ Co~nmittee to be read in~o the reeord so we

can knotrt who is abaent.

The CHAiRMAN. For thE record, ~he members of

the Comrnittee are r~yself, Michael T. Kelly, Chairman,
, ,
, J'ohn M. Murphy, Vice Chairman, John was here a li~tle ~thile
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ago; h~ had to ~~ave~ Tbama~ L~ Payn~, J~~ry Loren~Q,
~

~" a~d krilliam G. Bradsha~, who is si~tin~ to my ri~ht.

Dr. COH~N. May I ask sameone to ma~e a ruling

as to how many members of the Committ~e constitutes a

quorum?

The CHAI~MAN. A majority constitu~es a quorum.

Dr. C~HEN. ~i' v~hat ~ir?

The CHAIRMAN. ~'he member~ of the Committee.

Dr. C~H~N. Then there is not a majoritiy of

the m~mbers here present and I deelare there i~ not a

quorum.

The CHAIRMAN. There was a~t the beginnin~ oi'

~, this meet3ng. There was, I beg your pardon,

Dr. COH~N. Thsre wasn't, and there ig not now,

and the meeting ia improperly being held.

The CHATRMAN. For the record, at th~ beginning

vre had Councilman Murphy, Couneilman Bradsha~ and myself

present, which constituted a quorum. At th3s time, it

is our ruling to cc~ntinue with this hea~ing.

Dr. GOHEN. T might say I vrill continue, seeing

that is the ruling of the Chair. i, of eourse, think the

Chair ou~;ht to be removed and I al.so feel, besides th3s

being a f3x, it is a~ham. b1e wili ~o Pox~ard, but T want

~, you ta know we are gaing ~'orward under protest.



19.

I thought.it might be interesting to go into a

~~ little backgro~d of the Chapin Hos~it~~ here becauae,

obviously, if ~e do have a certified deed that ~as

pr~s~nted here, we ~ho~1d go back to the origina~ deed

~hich ~a$ filed ln this same city hall back when the

Chapin Hospital became part of the City of Provldence,

and we ahould b~cause 3t took piace in these same chambers

and I wnuld like to feel that the people who ~ere here

then did c~nstitute a quorum and were h~re and present

and wan~ed to do thing~ that were ~ood for the City of

Providen4e. One mi~ht r~fer back t~ Chapter 30$, S~ction

192 on June 4, 1907, at which time an ordinane~ requiring

~. $335,040 for authorizing the ereetion of a city hoapital

for th~ City o~ Providence. That ~as the Ensbling Act

~hieh, of course, came about in thi~ very same counci~

chamber, but I believe Crith a diPfersnt ty~ae of councilman

presen~t and seat~d at that partiaUlar time than we have

today, chairing this meetin~. We go on, I have heard

canversation~ here fxom a variety of individual$ ~ho in

my opinion are part of the fix. To start ~ith, thia

hearing is taking pl~ce in the wrong place, actually. Thie

hearing $hould not be ~aking place her~ in the City Hall

because the ~ruth of the matter is that thia is a State

,, problem ri~ht now. Hle know that the City councilmen are
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. unconcerned. They are only concerned ~ith gxabbin~ a

piece of property sometimes at Randall Squar~ for a

gas station and sometimes on Smith Street for something

el se .

Tlne CHAIR~IAN. Dr. Cohen, one more such

rem~rk from you and I am ~oing to ask you to just farget

about your testimony.

Dr. COHEN. Can Z ask the Chair a que~tion?

The CHAIFi~iAN. You cannot. Keep your remarks

specifically to ~he matter of Chapin Hospital.

Dr. CONEN. May I then abject to the fact that

the person speaking is not allowed to even question the

Chair?

Hospital.

The CHAIRt~AN. Does it concern Chapin Hospital?

Dr* COHEN. It concarns the City of Providence.

The CHAIRMAN. We are talkln~ about Chapin

Dr. COHEN. It concerns the Property Committee

in the City of Pravidence.

The CHA~RMAN. Dr, Cohen, wc are speaking

speciPically...

Dr. CUHEN. I will go forward. Chapin Hospitalt

we might jugt as we11 3et i~ be known that it really is

' all over and there is really no point in a public hearing
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,, here. The public hearin~, as I said, ahould have taken

place with the S~ate of Rhode Ssland, whieh in fact

presently ~ays over ~2 Million a year fo~ various lea~e-

holds th~~ they have in prop~rties in various areag of the

city, but pays only $1.00 a year to lease 23 acres -- was

it 23 M~. Represen~ative?

Mr . SW~EN~St . Ye s .

Dr. COHEN. Td lease 23 acres 3n buildings and

pays only ~1.00 a year, but is willing to ~ive this up in

deference -- I an~ not sure to what -- and with it to give

up major services. i think, actually, more than this just

b~ing wha~ T call a f~.x, I think ~.t borders dn eruelty.

~~ There are aetually aervices that our eommunity has come ta

learn ~hat it needed and has actually gotten from the Chapin

Hoapital. ~or instance, services regarding mental health,

drug abuse, alcaholism -- I might ~ay that the State govern-

ment hes a~sured us that those serv~.ces which historically

have been at Chapin will be returned to ~he commUnity, and

according to Kevin MeKenna, and I quote him -- is he here

-- because the Gavernor's offic~ assured me he would be here.

I wish he were here ta refute it himself. Kevin MeKenn~

in a personal cqmmunicstion to me indicated that the services

presently at Chapin Hospital wauld be returned ta the
, ~..

~ community within about two years. Of course, that also
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~ ~7~t~U~pQE~t?t3 ~1f~~~;'~ln~ ~1~lC-~~. ~31~~ ~'~~.~,~, ~i:~ ,~t'1 '~~t(~ $~t",i'~Q ~'Ii?t~tC~.
, ,

t~o f~~c1 t~~~ +~.~~~,t~~ ~~ch €~~ P~at~lt3+~n~c~ t~ia~.~h ~~

dr~~~~~~rt~~~.r~ ~i~t~ ~1~~t~~~.►~ 1~~t~~a~c~ ~~' ~ ~ara~~,t~mc~ €amd

~o ~ri~~ ~~c~ ~~c ~~~~c~,~~ri ~ri~~ ~ar~uu~ ~i~i~c~, ~E~~c~hc~,~~

~~~ a~d m~nt~a~. ~~~~h, ~►c~u~~.~.y ~~or~ ~ho ~j'~o ~~' ~~a~a~~~~~~~

~~a h~va h~d ~~ Chs~in. ~Ae~~~ral~~,~ ~hc~ ~r~s'blcnn~ arc~ nc~~ c~vt

~r~ '~i~a w~&~~s~ c~f` ~h~ ~i~,+~orr~C~A ac~~~r~a~~ e~r~ a~c~u~ ~

~lne~p~~+~ ~~~ lc~~~~~a~ ~n Gr~at~~~~rz. "~~ ,~~%~.t~m~ ~~ it~ '~o

~+c~t~r~it~ Y~+R~, ~r~d ~1z°. Cta~uno3~n, C~r. t.t~~+~,r~n, I~h3,~k

y~~a ~r~ ~ca~~ ~~ ~~~s~~a ~a~bi~~.

f.3:~~~~G~~~~~1 ~1~ ~~~~~ d~~i~i ~a~f~ ~~i ~1d~~~ ~+4 ~~~ ~i~~~~

. t93.t~~+Ci~°~~~~, S~l'1~,.~'~3 ~h~~ ,~~1V"Q ~1CC?~'1 p~,~~~J 't~3.~i1 ~Yl~~~.l'1 Iit?p,~li"~L11

~~ s~~.ztd t~+ '~Car~i ~~b~s~► Qf` ~"~~ ~~.~~~ t~'i~ ~r+3 ~1I~r~ ~t~

v~tc~ ~o ~h~a~ t~ ~€~~i €~a~~~.y ~mi.nd ~~t ~a+np~t~ c~g t~rh~~ ao~~

~tho~ poop3.o hav~a u~~d ~bc~u~ ~pin Hor~~~,~~~..

~{lc~~r~ara 3.~+~~ 4c~vcarn~r L"`h~~+~c~ la~r cz~r~su~ivo a~d~r

~~~~rr~ ~h~ I~an~~ ~lc~~~.~h ~aune~~. i~r~ ~'~rad~ ~o r~an~~ hot~~.~h

p~~ca~~m 3a~ RY~t~4~ ~~sl~t~ ~r~d d~o~t~~.a~ ~ ~~ng~r~r~c~ ~~~~a~~!~~

r~ar~~~~ k~~~~th p~,r~n, ~r~ ~ ttcau].d ~z~ar~ '~~~~ A~. (~~t'i~n ~tr~rs~.~s~

~bc►~a~ ~,~ -.~ ~L hopr~ ~r~ ~~o~e 'i`hir~ pl~r~ ~s~r~ ~a~id f~+r b~ ~

~~i~ bt?t3~ foda~l ~r~nt und ~t ~c+Qk t~~~ ~yt~~a~ ~a c~►1~~t~, ~n+~

~c~a raf ~ho ~n€~~rl.~ ~~~ ~ar~ vo~~ e~~~t~~ ~z~ci ,~rv~.r~c~~'~ ~~c~~~Cr j

. ~7~'fC~ ~'t~~'c7 ~~~'~ ~1,~ '~~,~ i9Ct~`t~ ~~'« ~~~fi'~~ ~`w~~~;~ ~.~;~~rt~~' t~g

H~~~~~'~, Augustine W, Riccio, Director of Social Welfare,
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Dr. William p, Robinson of ~he Stat~ Commission of

Education. Serving ~n the council, Dr. Mauric~ Lau~e~,

Dr. Harold R. Mu~iker, representing the Rhode ~~1and

Assaciation f~r Mental Health, Dr. Harold W. Wi~liams,

repres~nting the Rhode Island ~edical 5a~iety, Wiliiam L.

Tu~n~r, Adminietra~ar of the Newpor~ Hospital, Jud~e

Joaeph R. ~~isber~er, ~axwell C. Huntoon af~ Lit~le

Compton and '~'homas F. Kelleh~r, and ~~~o in addition

to that was the ~hairman af the council, J. ~me~y LQn~;,

~ho was the Vic~ Pres~ dent of the IndustriaZ N~tional Bank,

and aft~r their ~tudy, they came out with some r~comme~da-

tions, whieh I will read.

' The recommendatian was that the 1°ps~chf~tric serv~ces

and the facilities of the Charles V. Chapin Hospital be

continued and stren~the~ed. Further that a~ this facility

d~es in fact serve a population ~~11 beyond the limits of

the Cit~ of P~ovide~c~, it ~hould be consid~red in fac~ in

terms pf ~upport a metrop~llta~ ar ~tat~ hosp3tal. To ~his

end, discussians should begin between appropriate state and

municipal officia~~. Abave all, th~ gervices of thi~, the

seco~d largest ps~chiatric facility of the $tate should not

b~ a~lo~ed to Plounder where the need for ps~chiatric, out-

patient and inpatien~ aervices is so gr~at."

~~ From that illustrious group, ther~ w~re oth~rs. There
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wer~ cammi~~ions fox~risd to study th~ Chapin Hospital. I

~ brin~ you to a newspape~ article, I brau~ht the ~hole paper

bee~use I want you ta really see wha~ happened. fh~ the

~xvnt pa~~, for yaur perusa~, ~s a p~ctur~ o~ t~~ Gha~~n

Hospital and it says, "Chapin unit ur~ed a~ mental health

center," and it says, "Develop~ent of Char1~~ V. Chapin

Ho~pital a~ an expanded mental health faeility wa~

recommended today by a~~ecial ~tudy commissiari~~nd th~s

study evmmissian, by the way, was headed by ex-~overnor

Fraak Lieht, who wa~ then a jud~e i~ the Superior Caurt.

Establishment of a halfway house for ~ekected mental

patients i~ preparation for the return o~ the c4mmunity

~, , ~as a major need. Inauguration of a program of inpat~ent

care for ~leohalics ~as one oF the recomm~nda~~ons and

transfer of the State Division of Mental Health Hy~iene

Serviee~ and ~lcohollsm from rented quarters at Butler

to Chapi~ ~~e r~commended. S mi~ht ~ay inter~stin~ly,

~hat the ~ob to affeet these things wa~ put into the hands

tif a v~ry capabl~ pereon. It was put in the hands of th~

then Director of -- and they have changed the nam~s re- ~

p~stedly -- ~irect4r of Mental Health a~d Hoapitals, and

from his hands it ~~aa transferred over tfl th~ very capable

hands of the man no~ in ch~rge nP the Mental Health and

'~ Retardatian and Ho~pit~ls in the State of Rhode island,~,
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and ~e are fortunate enough.tv have him right here right

now and ri~ht in his trusting hands and kno~r~ledgeable hands,

we have had the fate af the Chapin Hv~pi~~~ ov~r a perivd

of ~ome years no~ and he is the same one wha stood up here

,just a fec~ m~.nutes ago and told us the p~.ace aught tn be

elased and if he kner~ the place ought to be clo~ed then,

for a number af y~a~~ he hae been wae~in~ taxpa~rera~ money

on i.t az~d I can tell you who it is because h1s credibility

has been subject to doubt bePore. ~sk Ed Beard about the

credibility of that doctor right there, Dr. Gofldman. Dr,

Goodman actually ought to be remaved fram h3.s office in

char~e at the state institutions becau~e as far a~ I arn

~,
cor~~ern~d, he is derelict ln hia duty. IF he sat here

knowing what h~ know~ ~~bout that hoapital an...

(Mr. Murphy Returned to Chambexs)

The CHAIRMAN. Excuse me, I don't really think

these remarks are neces~ary.. Z would hope one in your

position would beha~? in a more orderl~r manner.

Dr. G~HEN. This is ~ledne~day. I am no~

functionin~ as a doctor.

The CHAIRMAN. I understand, but ? w~uld expect

that you maintaln decorura and act as a~c~ntleman.

Dr. CO~. p~~y I, ~rh11e retaining deaorum, onee,

- again call fvr the resignation of Dr. Goodm~~?
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The CHAIRMAN. Also at this time, I~ould like

~~ to make it a matter of record that Council.man Murphy is

in our pre~enc~.

Dr. COHEN. We~.come back Councilman.

Mr. MURPHY. I never left. I was in the

building.

Dr. COHEN. We were not able to observe your~

body here.

Mr. MURPHY. I don't have to report to you,

doctor,

Dr. COHEN. Welcome back Councilman.

t~lr. MURPHY. Did you hear me?
,

~~ Dr. C4HEN. Did you hear me? Yat~ should hav~

been here right along.

Mr MURPHY. It's x~cne of your business cvhere

I was.

Dr. COHEN. Were you here when I said the Pix

was on7

The CHA~R~iAN. You are not running the me~ting.

Dr. COHEN. Excu~e me, I will direct my remarks

through the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. Do sa.

Dr. COHEN. lae welcome Counc3lman MUrphy back.

~ Actually, a little bit of' sense and ~.o~ia ou~ht to come
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, into this. I could ~o on throu~h my book w3th all sorta
,

of in£orma~ion on the Chapin Ho~pital, ~oing from the

first study to all the studies made, all of them cail

attentinn to the fact thai we are sorely in need of these

types of heal.th services in our community. T realize the

Chapin Hospital has deteriora~ed to a problem where the

issue is no longer people. The iasue is no longer service$

with the City Council here, unfartunately. The issue

seerns ta be real estate and there is no question about it,

that cve have a large growing colle~e next door which wasn't

~here wher~ Chapin Hoepital got there, which seems to have

a desire to take over those 23-odd acres of land that exist

;:
between Chapin Hoapital and Providence College, and CFod

knaws that Prnvidenee Callege ean use the land and wher~

eJ.se could you get a piece o#' land at a bet~er price than

you could throu~h ~he City of Providence and it is sort of

very nice to h~ve i~ th~re,

Plus, these buildings that ar~ there on the land,

that are so deteriorated, I might s~y, one of these ex-

tremely deteriorated buildings that or~e of the establishment

gro~p, that I guess is also part of the fix, has talked

abo~ut, the fire violations that ~re in it -- well, I mi~ht

tell you that buiiding with all those fira violations is,

~' r3.ght n~w, housing many many students from Providence
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., Callege and I think the one ~hing th~ fire inap~c~or ough~
~.

to do is immediately, at least, empty out thos~ atudents

who are in vialatian of ev~rythin~, have been 1~ving th~re

on the taxpayers, and I think it is against all r~gulations,
is

that the nurses' dormitary/there, and by the way, this has

also been known to the Mayor of the City of Providence.

The CHAIR~AN. For the record, Doetor, those

buildinga there, they are leased from the ~tate. They are

receiving income from that.

Dr. CQHEN. But those buildings are in violativn,

I am told, and they are beyond rehabilitation and beyond

all use. I can talk back to the report af the study from

the Chapin Hospital Cornmissian whlch would eompletely refute

the reports given here because a~ a result of this, th~

Chapin Hospital Cammiasion came out with a unanimous repart

ta remodel and refurbi~h those buildings ~nd that was dane

~ith a$65,00~ study and those people meant business, but

there is no paint in our dflin~ that becauae I kno~, as ~ell

aa you do, the f3x is on. What I w~nt to do is r~quest ~hat

can w~ salva~e for t~e people. We know the grass 1s ~row-

ing ~n the front s~epa of the City Hall. You might loak

on the way down. But we know vp in this ehamb~r whe~e

, ~
real estste i~ inv~lved, there may be a little grass gro~-

' ing too, but what can we do whe~ people are ou~ looking for
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our property? Let's retain some of the services and

facilities for our people because really, P C doesn't

need all those buildings right now and th~y don't ne~d all

that land right now. It ~ould be like doubling the size of

their campus.

If this property cammittee had in t~eir he~rts -- I

know in their rninds it hasn't yet been implan~ed -- but in

their hearts that we retain part of the prop~rty for the

service~ ~~e know are necessary and because ti~e knot~ it i~

inevitable a~d the die ia ca~t and the deal has been made

that we then slacvly, over a period o#' years, a~ leaat when

maybe Kevin McItenna from the state office who has told us

' the city will be ~etting those servic~s back, maybe we can

~et ~hose s~rvices for the halfway house that was recommend-

ed in 1g68, but in 1g7~, Dr. Goociman doesn~t think we need,

couldn't we maybe retain a little of the land over Lhe

eastern end and ~ive P C~he rest of it? They ara not

going to devour it all at ~nce and actually, it may take

them many many years to gt~ forward witr► the planning to

utilize. I would like to call on you people to try ~o think

' about retaining some of this.

There are one or two other points that should be made.

I would ask this Committee, if it ttould, and I don't thlnk

~- it is yvur job t~ do, actually -- your ~ab is only to accept



3d.

back the land that is being offered to you -- the services
~,

to the people aren't irnportant but there maybe at least one

member of the Committee that would like tn have th~m back.

You have heard ~hem talk about moving these people u~ck

out to the State ~natitutions. I do want you to kno~, and

you can question Dr. Qoodman on this eub~eet as to whether

or not the plannin~ For rnental health care, for alcoholism

and for drug abuse problems, whether the plannin~ overall

i~ a plan to centralize these services vr a plan to decen-

tralize them. Actually, Dr. Goodman, if he is honeat, h~

will agree with me that the plan is to decentralize. You

.
hear them talking abaut breaking up these major complexes

~' so tha~ actUally th~ Chapin Hospltal existing in the center

of a core c3ty like Pravidence, with it~ major problems,

I think ought to be looked on as an oasis in some semblance

of good sense, hanesty, integrity, a conc~rn for the care

of people, a concern Por the services that the people

deserv~, and a concern of course for the taxpay~xe v~ aur

community should be felt and I would like to urge t~is

Committee not ta move hastily, althou~h, obviously, i am

quite convinced that the deal has been made and x~ould like

to urge you all to see that this dp~~n't happen that faet

without at least a little careful thou~ht and understandin~~ ~,

~ ir, an attempt to retain the services, not out at the State
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~ institutions where the person ~rith the drug problem couldn't

ever find his way around out ihere. ~ am sure most of you

have never ~one out there to take a loo~C, but i~` yvu do,

you will find it is a maze of buildings, a jungle, and tih~t

is why they are looking to cut it back in size and not

increase it in $ize, and Por your information and Dr.

Goodma~n ~ a info~a'~ion, the State ~.n~titutions have last

their accreditat~on, it'~ b~en rumored, number on~, ~nd

also it's been rumored they have a severe overcrowded

conditiQn out there. With such an overerowded condition

out there, somebody must have t~aiated his arm, because I

understand he is a good doctor. Somebody must have twieted

` J his arcn awful hard in this political jungle we are living

in to recommend all theae people be moved out there. I

don't believe he really believes it.

The CHAIRMAN. Any ath~r speakers?

I~iCHAEL JAMES SPS,AINE. i am a resident of Warwick,

I3hode Island. Z would like to speak to ~he issue, to give

. yau the benefit of my experienee as a voter in the state

and as a resident of [~larcvick, as a social service worker

with the Rhode Island Intern$hip Program under the Depart-

ment of ~ommunity Affairs. I would like to au~ge$t, as Dr.

Cohen already has, that the fix is indeed on.

' Social service warkers in Warwiek, who work for ~7ax~wf.ek
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, Co~munity Services as we~l as flth~rs have b~en aware that

Chapin is ~oing to clo~e far at least three or faur months.

In di$cu~sian, we hav~ met with other social s~rvice worker~

and I mean to make ~his v~ry clear that YJe do not work fnr

~h~ 5~~~~ Dep~ r~m~nt of 5ooial ~nd R~~abila~ativ~ S~rvie~s,

but for a~eparate a~eney. The need for Chapin seems to b~

pa~sed in the mind of the Committee.

B~fore I go fur~hsr, Mr. Chairman, ha~ man~ m~mbe~s

are ther~ on th~ ~ommitte~ in a11?

The CHAIT$~tAN, F~.ve memb~ra .

Mr. SPLAINE. Okay, the n~~d far Chap~.n in the

past haa al~rays changed caith the time~. idhen Chapin ori~-

~' inally opened as a city hvspital, it was consid~~ed ~a be a

diseas~ clinic. Wh~n scarlet fever ~tas raging, it wa~ a

scarlet fever clinic, and it wen~ to diphtheria and

tuk~erculr~sis, and in Z~67 the c~ecision was made to move

to dru~ abuse, m~ntal health and al~oholism. It s~~ms no~r!

that the deeisinn ha~ been rnade to ~take ne~ded s~rvice~

away ~rom it and stick th~m at New Lor~don Avenue. Sc~oial

service~ #'ram Ydarvu9.ek disagres, There is a definite need

fo~ Chapin ~erviee~. The s~ate se~ms to 'b~ jumpSn~ betw~en

decentraliza~ion and consalida~3r~n. i don~t understand --

my understand3ng of the state~s p~~ition is one of clecen-

., tralization oF a11 its services, and it seems we are jumpix~
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~ ba~~ and forth between consolidation, ~h~n it is convenient,

and decentralization, vrhen it is election ye~r.

I wauld like to suggest in t~e overall plan for the

state and Dr. Goodman I believe knows this, th~ overall plan

is For decentralization, so why move Chapin no~r? Dr.

Goodman also emphasized three or faur reasons for the phase

out of Chapin besides a11 the other evidence introduced to

this Committee by other rritnes~es. He ~aid Chapin Hospital,

the services o£ Chapin Hospital at the Howard complex would

be better for pro~ram purpo$es, for administrative efficlency

and he said, of cours~, w~ have been reducin~ our c~neua

year by year anyway, and other witnes$es, as well a~ Dr.

`' Goodman, all stated i~ wauld save money.

Wha~ about the people in it and the social service

workers who need Chapin servicea? Mr. Chairman, I believe

the fix is on. We need those services and it seems because

P C or whoever wants those 24 acr~s, the cQmmUnity is ~oing

to have to go without. The issue seem~ to be no longer

~ervices but real ~state, and that is a crim~.

I work in Oakland Beach in t~arwick. It is a cenaus

trac~ of approximately 5,000 p~ople. Most of the people

are poor and white, and there are drugs in that neighborhood

that beat any n~ighborhood, I'm sure, that any of the member~

~- o~ this Committee live in. There are drvgs on the stre~t
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- constantly and there is often a need when somebody is

either having a bad trip or ~ryin$ to ~e~ off drugs and

has need for the aervices Chapin has been providing to date.

The issue, gentlemen, is services and not real estate.

You have to work and be on the street ta appreciate

the potential and the value as it s'tands now of Chapin

Hospital and decentralized. alcohol.pro~ram, and deeen-

tralized drug abuse program, and dec~ratralized community-

based mental health program, x believe aincerely that the

Committee i~ thinking this issue over, but I a1.so bel,leve

the Commit~ee should hear from the city and the street says,

,, "~1e na~d Chapin and its aervie~s." I do not believ~ that

~ centralizing the servic~s is goin~ to help the drug add3at,

the psychologically disadvantaged or d~,sturbed, or those

who are in need of treatment fox alcohalism.

I~ug~est, as Dr. Cohen already hae sugge~ted, that we

should retain same of the s~rvioes at Chapin Hospital until

Mr. McKenna's state ~lan that will ~ak~ e~fect in two yeare,

Noel in ofi'ice, and willin~, that wi11. take efi'ect, unti].

that takea effect, I believe we should retain some of the

services f~r the community. It ahotaldn~t just become a

matter of real estate.

There are people, lives 3.ntrolved, young people~s livea

~' involved, older pevple's lives involved, the life of ~
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community is involved, becaus~ if a cammuni~y~s membQrs

are sick and there is no treatment avail~ble for them,

then the ~ntire community wlll suffer. Until the sta te'~

plan to return servicea to the comanunity is put through

and is in operation, I suggest the Chapin iiospital be

phased ~ut slowly and partially and until sueh time that

we, who work on the street and work with people who have

these needs of assurances, that these soci~]. servicea will

not be forgott~n. Thank you.

The CH~TRMAN. Thank you. Are th~r.e any more

people ~o speak?

~ 3BAN CaUGHLIN, i am a candsda~e, Mr. Chairman,

~ far mayor of Providence, and I would just l.~:ke to ask one

question, please, first. Will another hearing be conduat~d

cancerning the actual ~ale of this property?

The CHAIRMAN. At this point, I don't believe

there will be. The Committee will meet when the trans-

cript is #'inished and they wi11 take and stu~iy the trans-

cript indiv~.dually and we will deliberate amangat ourise~ves.

Mrs. COUGHLIN. Then, Mr. Chairman, if thi~ is

the case, may we have a ao~y of the appraisal, tne valuation

of this property, ~ut into the record.

,%
The CHAIRNIAN. There i~ no copy or appraisal,

officially, ~s of ye't.
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-` Mrs. C~UGLIN. As of'y~et. So, in other words,

the community does not know what the price tag will be on

th~.s property on thi~ date~

sale.

The CHAIRMAN. At this polnt, the land isn't far

Mrs. COUGLIN. Mr. ~hairman, may I refer ta you

this Providence Journal article.

The CHAIRMAN. I would 11ke to say that the

Providence 3ourna~ is not the officiaZ flocument of City Hall~

Mrs. COU(~LIN. Mr. Chairman, it seems very very

amusin~ and intereAting that on this date, this sudden

, ur~ency has ari$en to cast aff this very valuabla piece of
,:

city proper~y and I might add that the City af Providence

and this admini$tration is notorious for its very very bad

moves in the past with city property. For example, may I

produce this, dated December 7.7, 1970, where, "Doorley says,

Ei3gineers Field will tae sold only to Loca1 57." I think we

ha~re had a history of, shall we say, bungling with the city

property in this communi~y, and because of the political

climate bein~ as it is in the City of Providence right now,

S wotald urge this Committee to delay any decigion at this

time concerning the Chapin Hoapital praperty. I might also

add tha~ this city is spending ~reat amounts of money to

~~ lease facilities from privately owned office buildings in
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this community.

~ J For example~ the Providence School Department is

leasing o~'fices from City Hall Hardvrare for a considerable

amount of money. It is ~lso I~2a~ing office space in many

many areas of this city for th~ city agencies and city

government ~rogram~, and to give away a valuable piece of

property a~ this point, T~hink, should be delayed until,

after the next election, beeause I am very susplcious that

this is a very po],itically motivatEd actlon on behalt' of the

City of Prnvidence, and the Mayor~s offiee. This i.s a11 I

have to say.

The CHASR3++IAN. Thank you. I might, for th~ record s
.

~~ state that this mee~ing is not to discnss the sale of pro-

perty but rather to state for the reeord that the land ia

no longer suitable for hospital use.

Mrs. COUGLIN. t1e just a~reed another hearing

would not be provlded for this land. Did you not say that?

The CHAIl3MAN. I~aid at this point there is no

need for a public hearing.

T~rs. COt~t{HLIN. Concerni.ng the sale of thi.s land?

The CHAiRNiAN. That is correct.

Mrs. COUQHLT~i. Very gpod.

The CHAIR~'lAN. Are there any further witnesses?

~~~~ p~~A~~, COUNCILMAN. Mr. Chairman,
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members of the Committee, I too was undar the impression

~' this was a hearing or~ the sale of land, sale of~th~ propertyF

the ad.

Mr. MASCIA. Na, sir.

The CHAII~MAN. Charlie, if ynu would refer to

(Mr. Pisa'~uro Reading Newspaper Ad)

Mrs. COUGHLIN. The grammatics are not clear.

The CHAIRMA.N. You have already spoken. If you

wish to speak again, you can come fo~ward aftcr ~Ir, Pisaturo

i~ finished.

Mr. PISATtJRO. Tf this is the only purpo~e of

thi$ hearing ae e'~ated in here, then you have ~ot to have
, .
~~ ano~her hearin~ c~n ~he proposed sale ar tran~fer of this

land.

aa.

Mr. PISANO. IF ~ne 's propo~~.d,

Mr. MASCIA. Councilman Pisatura didn't read the

Mr. PISATURO. Listen, wh~n I'm talking here I

dan't want any interruptions f'rom thie gentleman. I want

~o present my side. T have had enough of Louie Mascia.

Mr. MASCIA. The question i~, is the question as

to whether or nat th2s complex has ceaaed to be used as a

hospital pu~pose and Z would atate for the reeord, any other

. ~
.~ ~estimony ahould be stricken and irrelevant and immateriai



39.

to this hearing.

Mr. PiSATUR4. T c~ant to ex,press my opinion just

as anybady el~~ and I don't need Mr. Mascia to te11 me what

the purpoae of thi~ hea ring is. I want t4 establiah for th~

record that this is merely for the termination of this as a

hospital, is that carrect?

The CHAIRMAN. That is correct.

Mr. PTS~TURO. If that is the case, I am just

saying, and I submit to this body, that another hearin~

mugt be held. That is my opinion, Mr, Maseia. That anather

~ hearin~ must be held as to the propriety, the suitability,

the desirability of transferring this land to P C. That is

~,
the big isaue.

Mr. MASCIA. As City Solieitar...

Mr. PISATURO. I don't want any of yaur comments.

Mr. MASCIA. I am the City Solici~or. I am just

saying we cross one legal bridge at a time. We don't even

know if the property is going to be sald at this time.

Mr. PISATI3R0. Ypu better read the ne~vspapers,

"Doorley to Propose Sale of Chapin Hospital" on the front

pa~e of the Journal.

Mr. MURPHY, Don't belleve the newspaper, Charlie.

Mr, PISATURO. You're ri~ht. On many instances,

~- they are wron~, but I think they ~at the dope here. Again,
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I reiterate my position. First of all, if thi~ is only to

determine ~he euitability of this property for hoapital use,

it is held in the wrong place because that i~ a decision

that the state haa to make. ~e cannot force ihe gtate to

operate a hospital there.

Mr. F~IURPHY. You're ri~;ht.

Mr. PISATURO. 6de can ju~t appeal to them to do it.

Since you are the City Praperty Commi~tee, it would seem tha~

you ~~ou].d be coneQrn~d ~~ith ~nc~~ther or nat this prap~~ty

should be tr~naf~rred to 'P C end it i~ to th~t i~eue I wan~

to speak, primarily.

The CHAIRMAN. Please do so.

~,
VOICE. You said transfer. 41e are not transferring

any praperty.

Mr. PZSAT[TRO. Let me say my piece.

The CHAIRMAN. Can we have the remarks directed to

the Chair. Are there any further comments?

Mr. PiSATURO. Yes, T am ~u~t begir~ning, Mr.

Ke11y.

Th+~ CHAIRMAhT. Charlie, actually, i£ you could

k~ep ~he remarks canfined to whether or not the hoapital 3s

any iax~,ger suitab].e far use .

Mr. PISATURO. Let me say, if that is the sole

„ isaue here, I would be opposed to the transfer of this pro-
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,, perty to P C without a further publiv hearin~ being held

on ~hat is~ue, and T don't think it should be done witihout

a public hearing on that 3asue. Why $id we have an app~~~~~1

presented here by the company af Henry W. Cooke if we are

not concerned with the tranafer of these prop~rties?

The CHAIRMAN. It is to supplement the fac~ that

the land is nQ longer 8uitable for habltatian by the

haspital Por mental health faciliti~s.

expert.

Mr. PISATt1R0. Ia he a doetor -- he is a lsnd

The CHAIRMAN. He is a land expert and also a

structural exp~rt.

Mr. ~ISATETRO. W~th a11 du~ r~~pect to the real

estate company, I don't know how they can tell the City o~

Providence or the State of Rhode I~land wheth~r Chapin

Ho~ ital is any more suit~ble for hospital purposes. That

is why I cJaa mialed. It ~eemed that he was talking with

r~gard to ~uitability o~ this land for other uses.

For thg record, I am not yet persuaded it would be in

the beat interest of the people of the City of Providence

to tranafer Chapin Hospital to P C. Ho~ever, since the City

of Pro~idenae cannot force tY.e ~tate government ta operate a

hospital on this site, and s don't think the aity on its own

~. can afford to run a hospital facility there, it may very well
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be ~hat the logical alternative may very well be ~o se~~

th~s property to P C provided -- provided -~ these ere

striongs ~rovides -- that the city ge~s fuZl a~d Pair and

top market value for this property«

I do however ob~ect very ~trongly to ~hat par~ o~ ~h8

proposal that woul~ give P C the righ~ to ~e1ec~ ~ne de-

veloper and the ~ype of developm~nt and the future uae of

the Elmhurst prop~rty which it would be relinquishin~. ~'hat

is ~he city's ri~ht to do. If this transaction is to be

eonsummated at all, it must be held ~ubatantial~y a~

followa...

,, The CHAIR~iAN. Charlie, that dv~sn't pertain.

Mr. PISATURO. Can you aasure me you w~.7.1 have

another public hearing on the que~tion of the transfer?

If you can, I will stop here and my remarka are out~of

order. If you cannot asaure me on that question, maybe

this is immaterial, but I want it to go on th~ record.

C~n you a~~ure me there ~i~1 be anothex~ pub].ia hearin~?

The CHAIR~lAN. Plea~~ eont9.nue.

Mr. PISATURQ. Then, it should be done as follow~.

Both piecea of property are appraised, should be appraised.

Nova, I understand ~hese properties have be~n ordered to be

. , apprai~ed, is that right, Mr. Chairman7

\ ~ The CiiAIRiMAN. T'm ~orry?



~~ f

~
~r~ P~SATUROa ~ u~dex~tand t~at bot~ p~r~~~~~

p C and Elmhurst, have been ordered ta be appraised.

Howev~r, yau do not have the reports her~ taday?

M~~ ~URPHYe ~~o ordex~d?

The CHAIRMAN. That i~ no~ kna~rrn ta me.

~Ir. PISATUR~. Qne o~ the priar ~pe~kers ask~d iP

appr~3.sal reparts ~ere hsr~ and yvu sa~.d they ~~re not r~a~y

y~t.

Th~ CHASRNlAN. 'Wh.o said?

Mr. P~SATUR4. Didn't Mr~. Caughlin ask?

Mra. COUGHLIN. Yes I did. I asked f~r ~h~

apprai~al repor~s on the v~lue pf th~ both pi~cea of land.

\, Th~ CHAZFi~tAN. There ~.s none un~ier atudy.

Mr~, CnUGHLIN. it wa~ stated by ~he Mayor's

ofPlce it wa~ gaing to be so.

Mr. PI~A7.'t1R0. Reading f~c~m the fir~t pa~e of the

Providence dournal, '~/"r'~, "~oorley ~o Propns~ Sa1~ of

Chapin Hospital." Both the city and the college have hired

appr~iser~ fax~ the Chapin prQpe~ty, the Ntayar sa~.d, ~dding

that no price has been discus~ed. I tak~ it thes~ apprai~al~

are no~ availabl~ at this time.

The CHAIRMAN. No, si~, they ar~ nat. Th~re

~ren't any.

~, Mr. PISATURO. Hav~e they been ord,ered or nnt?
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The CHAIR~IAN. Not that T knaw of. It is not

known to the Property Committee any appraisals ~~re made

of the Chapin Hoapital property. That is sor~ of before

the fact.

Mr. PISATURO. Anyway, both properties definitely

should be apprais~d by ~ndependent apprai~srs. I don't

think...

The CHAIRMAN. Z will assure you, Mr. Pisaturo,

we will, should this come ab~ut. At this ~~me, we are

discussing this other issue.

Mr. PISATfJRO. Well, th~y shouZd be apprals~d

by independent appraisers b~yond reproach. Providence would

~~ then deed over the Chapin property to P C. P C would deed

over ~he Elmhurst property to the city, wha ~ill have the

ri~ht to determine who shall develop it and in what ~ay,

and then P~ will pay to Providence ~he difference in value

of thes~ two propertiea becaus~ I am sure that the Ghapin

Property is worth a lot more than the Elmhur~t property.

That is the way ~t should be done if it is ~oing to be done,

and, as I say, at this point, I am not persuaded that is in

the best interest of the people of the City of Providence.

I would like to he~r mare from th~ reaidents of that area

and a greater response to this type of public hearin~. I

, think it should be held at night. I mean ther~ are a lot af
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, people ~hat mi~ht be concerned wi~h th~ whol~ picture herey
.,

no~ just the ~mai~, issue of terminatior~ of hpspital u~e,

b~t wi~h th~ whol~ picture and I de~'in3.teiy feel that a

pub~ic h+aa~in~ v~ ~Gh3,~ ty~e ~nou~d be h~ld at nigh~ and I

wou3.d stran~ly requ~s'~ and suggest further hearings b~ held

on tY~e broader pieture a~d held at night. Thank yau for

your attention.

The CHATRM~IN. Mr. Pisanc~, pl~ase.

Mr, P~SAN~. Mr, Chairman and m~mbers of the

Cc~mmittee, I am a little befuddled. Number one, I em

th~ ~ttorn~~ Pc~r the D~partment af Menta~. Health, Retar-

, ,
da'~3.on and Hospitals and in that capaeity am r~pr~~~nting

~~ th~ State of Fths~d~ island. The Director of Admini~tratian

~cnt a l~tter ~a the Mayar af the City of Providenae atating

that the State af Rhode I~land, after aeriaus ~tudy and a

t~umber of conaultations and exp~rt report~ and what have yota t

that ~hey were abandaning ~hapin Haspita3.. Now, ~he ~~~

centralization of Chapin Haspital, since ~ hav~ b~en in-

volved for the past t'our years w3th the D~partment af Me~ta1

Health, R~t~rdatian and Hosp~.tals, both urid~r the Liaht

adm3nistration and the Noel adminlstration, the po~ulat3.an

and the s~rvieEs with Ch~,pin Ho~pital hav~ be~n ~~adual.ly

pha~ed out. The anly thit~ that ia left at Chapl.n Haspi~a~
, ~

-. , ~t the pr~sent tim~ is the drug pro~ram. That is the ].ast
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~hing that is there. Now, sinee that is goSn~ to be

phased out and moved ov~r to the Howard camp~ex, the

Dirsctor of Adminiatration, since they have no further

use and sinee ~hey, in ~heir opi~ion, the exper~ m~diGal

opinion, and mo~e ~mportantly the JUint Cammiasion on

the Acereditation of Hospitals saya it no longe~ suffiees

as a haspital. Since that was goin~ to take place in a

very short period of time and since ~he state has ap~nt

a great deal of money both at the Medical Center and

Chap~n, our letter to the Mayor ~tati~g that the tims is

here, after a lo~~ period Qf mavin~ out oP Chapin, that ~e

are going to move out of Chapin. Now, I come hex~ thls

afternoon after that letter becau~e of a pub~ic hearin~,

and I waa a little confuse@ as to Ehat pu~lic hearing, that

a public hearing would be held on the acceptanee o~ the

abandonment by the State of Rhode Island, and where th~

property would rev~rt back to the City of Providence.

Now, I come here thi~ afternaon and i find not only the

Director but everybody else from the Mayor all the way down~

talk~n~ about Providence College, is b~rated anfl that T

waa called a part of a Pix. 4dhat fix? I am here pr~senting

a legal argument on behalf of the Department because of a

public hearing called by the Property Committee whieh i

~~ think is in exce~s and that the~ are halding everything
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above board. Now, I resent the fac~, personally, and I

~" ~m speaking only for myself, that I am considered a parti

of the fix of some kind, of one way or the other, and T

resent that and I ho~e I~e~ an a~Qlo~y for that~ but above

and beyond that, it is completely befuddlin~ to me that we

go into other areas, as to what th~ City of Provid~nce is

~oin~ to do and that myself and the Directox become ~~art

of a ahastiaement by Dr. Cahen and the other people. L~e

are sim~ly here to state, number ane, tha~ in regards to

this letter tha~ you have received, that the Stat~ of

Rhode Island haa abandoned Chapin property, number two, tha~

it is not considered, and I guess the langua~e of the lease

,, states it more speciPically, it is not ~ntended to be us~d

for hospital purpoaes ~y the sta~e any longer. Also, we

have added proof from the Joint Commissian an Haspital

Accreditation and the Fire Marshal's office that it is

unsafe, that it could not be used under any aircumstances

for hospital services, and number three, that apparently

you aceepted the abandonment of it and I don't think you

really have any choice onee we have abandoned it, because

it reverts back to the ci~y by operation of law, but al1 of

thi~ oth~r matter is after the fact, what the City of

Providence determines ta do with ~hat property after ~hat,

' it's entirely their business. However, the Stat~ v~ Rhode
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, Island hag no further need of that property and t~ey have

~,

so ~tated that and it does not qualif~ und~r ~h~ Joint

Cot~m~.saion standards and the fire ata~dards as a hogpital,

and that is th~ only rea~on why ~e are here. There are

a number of other ~hings that hav~ ~on~ in be~auae 1 ha~e

been privileged to sit i~ on a~umber of m~~~in~s re~a~di~~

~he long-term planning of both th~ hospital and the curative

services that th~ State of Rhode ~sland perform~ not only

in aleaholism and druga, but in mental health and retarda-

tion and al~ of the other physieal curative servicea.

~ihere we are decent~alizing the popvlation ot~t at

tY~e Institwte of ~Ien~al Health, we ar~ openin~; up graup

~ hc~rn~s alI over the S~a'~e of Rt~c~de iaiand. What we are

cic~in~ is we are tryin~ to centralize w3.~hin a corner aP

the gtate, th~ servia~s that would serve in a oloeer

proximi~y, ~Jar~rick and Oakla~ad Beach included and all the

reat. It will on1~ take a few minute~ to get there from

thes~ place~. td~~z~ also in a proximity of less than 100

y~rds c~f the generaZ ho~pital in which if ~omeon~ h~s an

averd~se, he ~an r~c~ive medical ~ttention almo~t imm~diatel,y

~.n~tead af wa~.ting f'or ~n ambu].ane~ sQmewhere to get tc~

another hoapital. x`h~re ar~ a numb~r of reasan~ tirhy ~ye are

doing thla. If we are talkir~g about the real estate, I

guess ~e ar~ taikin~ abou~ r~ai eetate, The ~~ate of Rhode
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~~ diBr~p~1x. We can a~~o not aFford t~ do ~he rep~ir

work over the cour~~ of a year that i~ necessary to kee~

~he~~ bui~din~~ adequat~ly safe, i~ not safe within the

~yes of the la~. Bizt I muat r~p~at, Z am a little befudd~ed;

w~ eome h~~~ thi~ afi~rnaon on a notlae pfi h~ar~~ re~ard~n~

the abandonm~nt by the 8t~te ~f Rhode Island a~ t~~ ~hap~~

prnperty and its discontinuance aa a us~ as a~ospital and

I think presentir~ adequate information that it no langer

is re~ard~d as adequa~~ by the Join~ Crnnmis~ion and also by

the fire saf~ty st~ndard~, and T ju~t had ~o ~ay this, ~r.

Chairman, because of th~ fae~ I did re~ent the fact af

~ bein~ named as p~ri oP a fix.

Mr. BRAD~HAW. Mr. Pi~ana, you put the whole

picture directly in front of us clearl~ and preeisely and

Y a~ree a hundred percent. Your statem~nt, Dr. ~oadman's

stateme~t, would have sent ~s all home early. i'his is

all we are dealin~ with. I would l~ke ~o ~sk a question

of nr. G~odman. ~ think Mr. Cohen doesn"t realize th~t

the 1q63 report was dane in a time we1l beP~re t~~ strin~en~

fire code which ia now in effect, which h~s a great deal of

a dif~erent plc~ure than what w~ could have done with this

facility in the pa~~. The fire eod~ a~most c~ncels out any

other plans. i w~u1d 13ke to ~sk ~r. Goodma~ a c~uple o£
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t~,UiC~C +C~U@~t9.nri~.

to me?

Dr. COHEN. M~~ Z ans~rer tha~, ~,t was directed

Th~ CHAIRMAN. It i~ nc~t ne~~~sary.

Dr. CbHEN, To me it is.

Mr. BRADSHAW. ~'ram th~ point of view of h~spital

adminis~ration, 1~ ~h~re nc~ ather re].ated use ~hat th~~e

buildings could be pu~ ~o, labor~tar~, res~arch, far

e~mple. I know the fir~ ecade 3.mmed3.at~~.y cu~s ou~ puttin~

~eo~l,~, p~~ients in bu~.lciin~~ ~.ike ~hat, and it be~omes

h~~~rdaua and dangerc~us. Ar~ th~r~ any vther r~la~ec~

services that the hospit~l ha~ ~ha~ ~.~ e4uld u~e tha~~

buildin~s #'ar. T hate t~o se+~ ~h~m t~a~ down qu~.te ~ub-

st~nt~.al, sa~i~factory buildir~gs.

i~r. C~OOD~N. The build~.»g~ are sub~tanti~]..

Tt wau7.d b~ quite a job ~a ~ear then~ dc~~rra. Nevertheless,

theq are in no cond~.t~or,, nor car~ th~y be put in ~oz~d~,tir~n,

at reasqnable ~ast, f'~r th~ 3tate c~i` Rhode I~l~nd tc~ ~ontinu~

tQ use them f4r patient care or part~ o~` a ha~gi~al, snd

exe~pt ft~r patient car~, ~he f~c3~11'~y ~.s tc~o far remQved

from our main complex to justify ~tsi.n~ 1~ for ~torage, for

administrativ~ ~~ase c~r anythin~ ~l~e. i wpuid l~.ke to ~ay,

~hen, c~ne p4~nt ~hat may be av~rlaoked, althou,~r~ it i~ a.

~, mattex~ of pu~alic recQrd.. fi~e have b~en tslk3,n~ aba~a~ Ch~~ain



, Ho~pital and we have also made reference to Chapin Annex.

Just for the record, Chapin Hospital has not been a separate

ho~pital ~'ar some years now. In the caurse of our gradual

phas~ out, Ch~,p~.n Hospital was changed from a separate

hospital to being an annex of' our How~rd complex. By this,

I mean it has no separate divider number and ther~fore has

been for a couple of years, as if it were ~just a group of

buildi~gs on the Howard ~ompiex, although phys3.ca7.ly ~ome-

what removed. AlI tae are saying is ~here is nfl further

~ustification to I~~ep just a few peopie in what buildings

have been usable. aur census has dropped, our employees

have moved into the community so that we can use former

~~ employee dormitorie~ and convert them ~o patient care unii~s

and have one central oompl~x. If T may speak to sorne points

that have been mad~, which may not be re7.evant ~a the reason

for the hearing, but they have been made an the record, and

I wauld like to respond to them.

First of ~11, S do want to thank Dr. Cohen for his

very kind r~rnarks and hi~h praise of ine, bUt I am willin~

to overlook his ~.ess ~han charitable comme~ts in addlti~n.

In terms o~' centralization versus decentrali.zation,

~re all stand to~ether. We are trying to decentralize and

keep most of the pro~rams in the community and because we

, .
,, are doiang it, not two y~~rs from nc~w, but have been doing
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. , it for ~everal years and continue to do it, w~ naw have

~ l in Newport a mental health center which, hy its very

exist~nc~, has r~duced the number af peop~e evmin~ from

Newport to the c~ntral complex, saving aome apace. We

have allacated state and federal fund$ to Wnonsock~t for

an equivalent center. We are earmarki~g funds for Kent

County area for an equivalent cente~. ~~e are developin~

Qommunity residenc~s, ~roup homes, nr whateve~ you want

to call them, and in terms of Chapin, ae a aervice, the

~ame e~xvice~ ar~ naw availabl~ in term~ of drug ab~se

and alcohalism in a facility c~ntrally located wi~h ready

acc~ss between two major ~- well two interstate hi~hways

~ and across 3~ -- but in terms of th~ commun~~y services,

we are maving alcohol gro~rams out by gra n ts to different

facilities, dru~ program out, so that except for limited

hospi~al Qare and in~ensive care programs, will indeed be

1n the cammunity. We are workin~ closely with ~he

Providence Mental Health Center i~ order to ~~~ tha~ trie

serviaes referred to appropriate ~n Providence r~sid~nts

wiY1 indeed be available to those Providence residents

in Providence,

The ~HATRMAN, Thank you very much, Dr. C}oodman.

Mr. HRADSHAW. One m4re thi.ng, ~ want to agree

~ with Charlie Pi~a~uro that tes'timo~ny of a real estate„
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experti was premature at this time and only clouded the

issue. This we shou~d take up later. I don't think it

has any place in this hearin~.

~r. PZASCIA. It is just added evidence to

produce before the Committee, M~. Chairman. I would like

to speak in my individual capacity as a citizen and

resident. I live at 50 Italy Street and if you look at

your ma~, I 11ve 100 yards from the northern boundary of

the Chapin complex. Mr. Pisaturo stated there were no

res3dents to s~ete their opinion. The penple within ~he

area on Ventura and D a nte Streets are happy that the

sta~e has abandaned thege for eurative and alcoholic and

drug purpo~es. For ~he record, I wauld say as an almost

ad~oining landowner, most of us are very happy.

The CHAIRi'~AN. This concludes the meetin~.

If there are any further ~uestions, you may address the

City Proper~y Commlttee in writing.

(Hearing C1o~ed)
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