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Th~ following Ru1es are hereby adopted as the Rules of

tne City Council for the ensuing term 1979-1983.

Throughout the following wh~rever the masculine pronoun

is used, it shall be deemed to include the feminine pronoun.

t Rule l. The F~resident of the C~ty Council and in his

absence the President Pro Tempore of the City Council~ shall

• preside over all Kegular and Special Meetings of the City

~ Council. In case of the absence of both the President and

President Pro Tempore, or the inability of bath of them to

discharge the duties o~ the office of P~esident~ or Presa.dent
Fro Tempore, the City Council shall, with the Senior Member in

point of service presiding~ elect one of its other Members to

perform such duties during the absence or disability of both

the President and President Pro Tempore.

Rule 2. The City Council shall hold Regular Meetings of

the City Council in the Chamber of the City Council in the City

Hall at Eight (8:00) ofclock P.M. on the First and Third

Thursdays in each month excepting, however, in the months of

July and August, and during the said months of July and ~lugust

the City Council shall hold meetings at Eight (8:00) o~clock

P.M. on the First Thursday of said months.

All meetings of the City Council shall be open to the

public; but the City Council may, upon the affirmative vo~es

~ of two-thirds of its Members, authoriz~ an Executive Session,

which shall comply with the Rhode Island Open Meeting Law.

If any regular meeting day shall fall on a Legal Holiday, the

meeting shall be held on the day following or a day certain

voted by the City Council. ~

Rule 3. Special meetings of the City Council shall be

called by the City Clerk, or in his absence by one of his

Deputies thereunto duly authorized by said City Clerk or by

said City Council, upon the written request of the Mayor, or

of Gne-Sixth of the Members of the City Council.

Notice of any Special Neeting shall be served personally

on each Member, or at least two days' notice thereof shall be

given each member in any other manner prescribed by Ordinance.

Rule 4. At all Special meetings called by the Mayor or

The City Council through the City Clerk, as provided for in

- Section 20, Chapter $32, Fublic Laws of 1940, the first order

of business shall be the Special Business for which such meet-

• ing is called and shall be taken up and exclusively.considered

until it is finally acted upon or considered at such

meeting and no other business shall be acted upon or
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considered at such meeting except by the consent of a major-

~, ity of whole number of inembers elected to the City Counc~l.

~ Ru1e 5. The ~resident shall take the Chair at the hour

' designated for the meeting of the City Council and shall

~, . promptly call the members to order. A majority of all mem-

' bers of the City Council shall constitute a quorum. A less

number of inembers of the City Council than a quorum may adjourn

, from time to time and compel the attendance of absent members

I in such manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed

I, by Ordinance.
i, The President shall preserve decorum and order; he shall

I decide all questions of any points of order, subject to an

appeal to the City Council by any one member present. No other

~ business sha1Z be in order until the question on appeal shall

~I have been deczded by a majority of the members present. He

~I may speak on points of order, in preference to other members

!I and may speak on general questions as other members, but he

'I shall take the floor to do so.

' Rule 5.1. The President shall invite to regular meetings

of the City Council, a Member of the Clergy for the purpose

', of offering a p~ayer at such regular meetings.

I In the absence of a Member of the Clergy, at such regular

~~I '. meetings, the P~esident shall appoint a Member of the City

Council, or the City Clerk, to offer a prayer at such meetings.

Rule 5.2. The President shall appoint, at each regular

meeting of the City Council, one of i~s Members, or a guest,

or the City Clerk, to lead the City Council in reciting the

"Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of

America".

Rule 6. The President of the City Council shall dis-

tinctly put every question.

On all Ordinances, Resolutions and questions, in relation

to and involving the expenditure of City Funds, the selling and

leasing of City Property and actinq on the Mayor's Veto the vote

shall be by Roll Call. The "Yeas" and "Nays" of the members

of the Council shall, at the request of one-sixth of those pre-

sent be taken and entered on the Records of said City Council.

`After a Roll Call vote has been ordered, said Roll Call shall

not be interrupted, delayed or stopped by the President or any

. member of the Council for any reason whatsoever, including

points of order, personal privilege or for a member to explain

• his vote. After the Roll Call and before the President announces

the result any member may change his vote. Al1 Roll Calls

shall be taken alphabetical`ly, except that the name of the Pres-•

ident of the Council shall be called first. In case of a tie

vote, the motion is not carried or passed. A motion to recon-

sider a vote may b~ made and secondecl by any member present,

whether or not they have voted on the prevailing side. Adoption

of the reconsideration shall be by a simple majority vote on

the motion to reconsider. No motion shall be debated until it has

been seconded. A member may explain his vote
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only with the unanimous consent of the body. Any motion may

be withdrawn by the mover at any time befbre ~h2 takinq of a
vote thereon or before an amendment is made to such motion.

Rule 7. Any member desiring to speak, shall address the

P~'eSident t c~nd after his right to speak has been recognized he

'i shall not be interrupted, while speaking, except by a cal~. to

', order, or to yield to a member. He shall confine his remarks

to the question under debate and sha11 avoid personalities.

No member shall ~peak more than once on the same question,

until ~11 other m~mb~rs desiring to speak thereon shall have

~ done so~ and in no event, shall a member speak more than twice

'i on any questi~n. There shall be no conversation among mem-

~i bers while a member is speaking, while a roll call is bei_ng

I taken, while any paper is being read or while a questa.on ~.S

' being stated by the President.

Rule 8. The President shall enforce order and decorum

among persons outside~the rai]. and any person addressing the

', City Council, by permission or by request sha21, whiie speak--

ing, be subject to the same rules and shall be entitled to

the same privileges or order as pertain to a member of the

City Council; provided, however, that a member of the City

Council may int~rrupt such sgeaker for the purpose of asking

a question or of obtaining information. No persons, other

than the Mayor, Members of the City Council, Members of the

' Department ot City Clerk, Members of the City Sergeant's

~~ Office, Members of the Law Department and members of the press

, ~ shall be allowed inside the rail and on the floor of the City

Council, without receiving an invitation from the President,

or from a member of the City Council through and with the

' approval of the President. On request of one-sixth of the mem-

bers of the City Council present, a department h~ad or any

employee of the City of Providence shall appear before the

City Council to answer questions of inembers and explain any

' matter members may desire information about.

Rule 9. The order of precedence of Motion shall be as

follows:

1. Fix the time to which to adjourn.

2. Adjourn.

3. Take a recess.

4. Raise a question of Privilege.

, S. Lay on the table.

. 6. Suspension of the rules.

7. Previous question.

. 8. Limit or extend limits of debate.

9. Pos.tpone to a certain time.
~;

10. Commit or refer.

11, Amend.

12. Postpone indefinitely.

I3. A main motion.

The lowest in xank being at the last of the list, and

the Yiighest in rank being at the beginning of the list. When

any one of them is immediately pending the motions before
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it on the said ].ist are in order and shall be acted upon

first, and those below are out of order.

Rule 10. The following motions shall be undebatable:

1. Fix the time to which to adjaurn.
2. adjourn.

3. Take a recess.

' 4. Raise a question of Privilege.

5. Lay on the table.

~ 6. Suspension of the rules.

! 7. Previous question.

8. Limit ar extend limits of debate.

II Rule 11. The following motions only, can be amended;

1. Fix the time to which to adjourn.

2. Take a recess.

3. Postpone io a cer~ain time.
4. Commit ar refer.

5. Amend.

6. A main motion.

Rule 12. Votes on the following motions cannot be re-

' considered:

l. Adjourn.

2. Take a recess.

3. Lay on the table.

. 4. Take from the tabl,e.

S. Suspend the rules or order of business.

. 6. Reconsider, including the reconsideration of a

Resolution, Ordinance or item of appropriation

vetoed by the Mayor.

Rule 13. When a vote has been passed, it shall be in

order for any member voting with the prevailing side to move

a reconsideration thereof~ in accordance with the provisions

of these rulesa at the same meeting. The same Urdinance~

Resolution, Paper or Vote shall come but once before the City

Council for reconsideration.

A motion for reconsideration must be second.ed by a mem-

ber of the prevailing side and must be voted upon at the

same meeting in which it was made.

; Rule 14. The order of business at each meeting shall

! be as follows:

1. ROLL CALL.

2. APP~20VAL OF RECORDS.

3. EXECUTZVE COMMUNICATIONS -

, ~lections and Approval of Appointments.

4. HEAT,TH BUSINESS, including all Ordinances,

Resolutions and Orders in relation to the

Health of the City.

5. SCHEDULE OF' BILLS.

6. CONTZNUED BUSINESS, including all matters

Laid on the Table.
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7. NEW BUSINESS, including Ordinances, Resolutions,

and Reports from Committees and Heads of Depar~-

ments, and other miscellaneous business.

Rule 15. Every Ordinance, Resolution, order, report

or paper shall be in written or printed form on the proper

form to be furnished by the City Clerk and shall bear the

' written signature or name in lnk 0~ ~h~ authorized person

presenting same. The Chairman of Committees shall sign for

' their respective committees.

Rule 16. The City Clerk shall prepare and/or cause to

be prepar~d ~or the information of the members of the City

Council a docket on which there will be a definite statement

or summary of a11 Ordinances, Resolutions, Orders and other

business to be considered at each meeting of the City Council

and a copy of the docket shall be made available for public

inspection at the Department of City Clerk, during regular

business office hours.

The Mayor, Members of the City Council~ all Committees

of the City Council, and Heads of Departments having Ordi-

nances~ Resolutions~ Orders= Reports and othe~ business to

present to the City Council for consideration, shall file
i

with the City Clerk, in his Department in proper form, said

form to be Original papers and not copies of said Ordinances,

. Resolutions, Orders and other business, Eighty hours before

each meeting of the City Council in order that the same may ;

. be prepared for the docket. No Ordinance, Resolution, Order, ~~

Report or other business shall be considered as having been

introduced unless notice of same shall have been filed wi.th

the City Clerk as herein provided, and said Ordinance, Res-

olution, Order, Report or other business appears on the pre-

pared docket, or unless the Council, by a majority of those

present, shall allow the introduction of such from the floor

without it appearinq on the printed docket.

The City Clerk shall cause said docket to be mailed to

each Member of the City Council at his mailing address at

least Forty-Eight (48) Hours previous to each Regular Neeting

of the City Council.

Rule 17. Every Ordinance or Resolution shall upon intro-

duction be referred by the Presiding Officer of the CounCil

to the proper Committee. The Council~ however~ by a majority

vote of its members present, may immediately put such Ordi-

I nance or Resolution on its passage. Any Ordinance or Res- I
i

olution so passed shall then be referred to the proper Com- i

~ mittee for further consifleration. Every Ordinance and Res- ~

olution when read as provided in the Charter shall be passed ~

or adopted by a majority of the Members of the Council then '~

present. No Ordinance shall be passed until it h as been read i

on two separate days, nor until at least Forty-Eight (48) ',
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hours shall have elapsed between such two readings provided,

however, that the above requi~ements for a second reading may

be dispensed with in the case of emergency ordinances by a

vate of not less than three-fourths of dll the Members o~ tt~e
City Council. The first reading of an Ordinance and the read-

ing of all Resolutions~ may be by title and description unless

. otherwise ordered. The second reading of each Ordinance shall

be ~n ~u~r, uniess a capy thereof shall have been ~urnisl~ed to
, each Member of the Council prior to such reading.

Rule 18. The City Council may reconsider any Ordinance

or Resolution vetoed or disapproved, or any separate appropria-

tion item or items vetoed or reduced by the Mayor; and, if

after such reconsideration, two-thirds of all the Members of

the City Council shall ~vote in favor of passage thereaf~ it

shall become effective notwithstanding the Mayor's action in

regard thereto. Such vote must be taken by calling the roll

of tYae Members of the City Council and the "Yeas" and"Nays"

of said Members voting thereon shall be recorded in the Journal

of Proceedings of said City Council. If a larger vote is re- ,

quired for the adoption of a measure by the provisions of '

Chapter 832~ Public Laws, 1940, such larger vote shall be re- ,

quired to overcome the veto by the Mayor. The vote af. re- ~

consideration of each such vetoed Ordinance, Resolution or

separate appropriation item or items shall be taken at the ~~

convenience of the City Council. If the Ordinance or Res- ~

olution or separate appropria~ion item or i~ems is not passed I~

over the Mayor's veto within thirty days from the date of the

delivery thereof to the Mayor, as hereinbefore provided, the

measure or items shall be lost or sha11 stand reduced, as the

case may be.

Rule 19. All Ordinances and Resolutions involving the

purchase or acquisition of land, or the sale or leasing of

City owned land, or the change of the Zoning Map shal.l be

accompanied by a print or plan showing the location, area and

other necessary details of the same and copies of such print

or plan shall be furnished each Member of the City Council

at the meeting at which such matter shall be acted upon.

Such Ordinances and Resolutions shall also include the

street and street number of the premises referred to therein

and the Plat and Lot numbers.

Rule 20. There shall be quadrenni.ally appointed, by the

• President of the City Council, immediately after the organiza-

tion of the City Government, the following Standing Committees

• of the City Council the Members of which shall hold office on

~ such Committees until the expiration of the period for which

such Members are elected to the City Council and until the

expiration of the current municipal term, namely, a Committee

on City Property; a Committee on Claims and Pending 5uits; a
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Committee on Finance; a Committee on Ordinances; a Committee

on Public Welfare; a Committee on Public Works; a Committee

on Licenses; a Committee on Dr. Charles V. Chapin Memorial

Award; a Committee on Employee Relations, a Committee on

Urban l~edevelopment, Renetaal ~nd Plannzng.

The duties of the several Committees of the City Cauncil

shall be as follows:

. Section 1. The Cit~ !'roperty Committee shall perform all ~

duties heretofore performed by the following named Committees: I

Cammittee on City Praperty '

Committee on Public Bath Houses ~

Committee on Public Comfort Stations

Committee on Municipal Stadium

Committee on Armories I

The Committee on Claims and Pending Suits shall perform

all the duties heretofore performed by the following named

committees:

Committee on Claims

Committee on Pending 5uits ;

Committee on Damages under the Dog Law '

The Committee on Finance shall perform all the duties '

heretofore performed by the following named committees:

Committee on Finance ;

' . Committee on Accounts

Committee on New Forms of Revenue ~

Committee on Printing

The Committee on Ordinances shall perform all the duties

heretofore performed by the following named committees:

Committee on Ordinances

Committee on Aepartmental Organizations

Committee on City Charter Revision

Committee on Fire Department

Committee on Police

Commi~tee on Hackney Carriages

Committee on Electric Rates and Charges

" Committee on Employees' War 5ervice

The Committee on Licenses shall perform all the duties ;

heretofore performed by the following named committees: ~

Committee on Licenses ',

Committee on Storage and Sale of Petroleum li~

. Products ~

Committee on Auctioneers

• The Committee on Public We2fare shall perform all the

duties heretofore performed by the following named committees:

Committee on Public Welfare

Committee on Unemployment

Committee on Poor

Committee on Health i
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Committee on Milk

Committee on Municipal Medal

Committee on the Distribution of Senator

Anthony's Prize Fund

, COmmlttee on Providence Aay

Committee on Education

• The Committee on Public Works shall perform all the duties

heretafore performed by the following named committees:

Committee on City Engineer's Department

Committee on Hiqhways

Committee on Harbors

Committee on Lights

Committee on Parks

Committee on Railroads

Ccmmittee on Sewers

Committee on Forestry

Committee on North Burial Ground

Committee on Streets

Committee on Street Signs and Numbers

Committee on Electric Railways Company Affairs

The Committee on Urban Redevelopment, Renewal and Planning

shall perform all the duties heretofore performed by the following

named Committees:

Committee on Municipal Terminal Development

Committee on Housing and Sium Clearance

Committe~ on Greater Providence

Committee to Assist in Implementing the Downtown

Master Plan

The Committee on Naming of Buildings~ Expressways,

Bridges, Edifices and Cther City Constructions.

Rule 21. Each of said 5tanding Committees sha11 consist

of Seven Members of the City Council, of which at least one

Member thereof shall be a Member of a minority party. Said ~

Members of said Standing Committees of the City Council sha1Z ~
i

be appointed by the President of the City Council; a list of i

the Members appointed to each Committee shall be filed by the j

President With the City Clerk. I

Rule 22. All Committees of the City Council, whether ~

standing or special, shall have power to elect its own Chairm an i
I

and Vice-Chairman and in default of such election, the Members ;

first named on a Committee shall be Chairman and Vice-Chairman ;

respectively thereof, and in case of their resignation of in- ~

ability, the other Members, in the order in which they are named, ;

shall so act. The Vice-Chairman shall act as Chairman in the '

absence of the Chairman.

The City Clerk shall be the Clerk of all Committees of the

City Council. He shall cause a record of all Committee's '
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proceedings to be kept in a suitable book provided by the City

for that purpose. A11 Commi~tee meetings shall be called, for

the transaction of Committee business, by the respective Chair-

man of said Committee by notice to the City Clerk who shall

notify the Members in writing. The City Clerk shall call a

meeting of any Commit~ee when a majori~y of the Members of saia

Committee request, in writing, such a meeting.

Rule 23. The City Council, by a majority vote of all

Members present, may discharge a Committee from further con-

S~.d2~'dt10~1 Of dnx m~tter referred to said Committee.

Rule 24. All Ordinances, Resolutions, Reports and other

papers submitted by a Committee to the City Council shall be

on proper form, plainly legible on separate sheets of paper .

and shall be suitably endorsed by the Chairman o~ the Committee

or the Vice-Chairman, or if ordered, by the Clerk, presentinq

the same, and no other endorsement or report of any kind shall

be made on the Ordinances, Resolutions, Reports, Memorials, or

other papers which may be referred to any Committee, except

such as may be made by the City C1erk. All reports shall be

signed in ink by the Chairman of the Committee making said

report, unless otherwise ordered by the Committee. Members

of Committee may make a minority report to the City Council,

which report must be signed by all Members of the Committee

concurring in said minority report. ',

Rule 25. No Chairman of any Committee of the City Council

~ shall audit or approve any bill or account against the City !

f or services or supplies unless the same shall have been ordered

by the Committee, nor shall he approve any biZl or account except

by vote of the Committee. ~

Rule 25. From and after the time any Member of any ~

Committee of the City Council, ceases to be a Member of the

City Council, he shall thereupon cease to be a Member of such '~

Committee and the vacancy on such Committee so created shall be ~I

filled by appointment made by the Presiding Officer of the City ~

Council. All vacancies on Committees caused by death, resignation, ~

or any other cause shall be filled by the Presiding Offi.cer of the

City Council.

Rule 27. Whenever any Member of any Committee of the j

City Council shall be called into military service, which may

interfere with his duties as a Member of such Committee, the ~

Presiding Officer of the City Council, may appoint, some other '

Member thereof to act as a Member of such Committee Pro Tempore,

, and during the absence of such a Member, the Member Pro Tempore

shall exercise all the powers and be subject to all the duties

of such absent Member. The powers and duties of such Pro

Tempore Member shall forthwith cease whenever said original •

Member sha3.1 report, in writing, to the Presiding Officer and

to the City Clerk that his military duties will no longer inter-
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fere with his duties as a Member of such Committee.

! Rule 28. The Mayor and all Members of the City Council,

shall have the right to attend a11 Committee meetings and ~~ke
part in any Committee discussions and ~o inspect all Committee

reports and records.

Rule 29. The sponsor of any Ordinance or Resolution,

~ ~ upo~ request to the Chairman, shall be invited to attend the

meeting of any Committee to which said Ordinance or ~esolution
i has been referred when the same is to be considered.

Rule 30. The aforegoing rules shall not be altered,

amended, suspended, or repealed at any time except by the vote

of ~he majority of the whole number of Membexs elected to the

City Council.

Rule 31. The City Council is a continuing body and un-

finished business pendinq before it shail not lapse or qo dawn

with the Council term, but all pending business before the City

I~ Council, or any Committee thereof, at the termination of any

Council term, shall be considered as pending before the City

Council of the next succeeding council term, or the correspond-

ing Committee thereof, and may be acted upon and disposed of by

the Council of such succeeding term in the same manner and with

the same effect as if no change in such City Council had taken

~ place by the expiration of a Council term.

• Rule 32. Al1 meetings of the standinq committees of the

City Council shall be open to the public, except that the

~ Members of each Committee may, by majority vote, ca1Z a~

executive sessian of such Committee Meeting consistent with

the Rhode Island Open Meeting Law. Notice of aIl Committee

Meetinqs shall be posted Three (3) Days in advance in the Depart-

, ment of City Clerk.

~ Members of the public shall be granted a right to be

heard on any matter presently before a Committee of the City

Council, provided that a written request has been filed with

the City Clerk at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to any

scheduled Committee Meetinq and are regulated by the limita-

tions of time, space and/or numbers of persons requested to

be heard. The Committee Chairman shall have the authority to

set the above limitations.

Rule 33. Upon passage of said Rules by a Majority of the

Members of the City Council, said Ru~es shall govern the City

, Council, as a whole, and all Standing and Special Committees

thereof.

, Rule 34. The President is authorized upon occasion, at

his discretion to di~~ct the City Council to be at ease.

~(V ~iTY ~C~INCIL.~,. , r,,

~
RE4D AND ~1~~

.~ es,

C`~!~..2.,~~'~D'"'~ftK


