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, " ~' COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
~ Room 508, Veterans Memorial Buiiding

83 Park Street, Providence, R. I. 02903

DATE: Ju~26, 1974
FILE NO: 74-2-1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARIrdG_

In accordance with and pursuant to the provisions of the "Administrative
Procedures Act" (Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws of Rhode Island) and the

Rules and Regulations of the Coastal Resources Management Council, a hearing

will be held on the petition of Providence & Worcester Company, ~/o Charles

, L. Guild & James J. Reilly, 94 Dexter Road, East Providence, R. I. 
02914 ,

`;relative to title ~6, Chapter 23, Section 6D (a) (b) (c) (d); title 46,
Chapter 6, Section 1, and title 46, Chapter 6, Section 2 of the Rhode Island

General Laws of 1956~ as amended for a State of Rhode Island assent to
construct and maintain a sheet s~eel piling bulkhead of 3760 lineal feet

approximately 10 feet hiGh auove m.ear low water; dredge approximately

287,000 cu. yds. in front of bulkhead, dredged material to be deposited be-

hind bulkhead; place approximately 713,000 cu yds. additional fill behind

~bulkhead, such fill to be supplied from other sources.

Waterway PROVIDENCE RIVER (South of Wilkes Barre pier)

The hearing will be held at Room 313, State House, Providence, R. I.

7 :30 p .m. on August 20, 1974 . ~ ~ P ,~,._ ~i , 9 ~ ~

Parties interested in/or concerned with the above mentioned matter zre
invited to be present and/or represented by counsel at the above mentioned

tim~ and place.

Plans of the proposed work may be seen in the office of the Coastal Re-
sources P~anagement Council, 83 Park Street, Providence, Rhode Island be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Plans
may also be vie~ed at the Clerk's office City of East Providence. .

Oral statements will be h.eard and recorded and statements may be sub-
mitted to the hearing officers at the time of hearing.

Signed this 26th day of

IN CSjI'~ CQJU~~ILE

READ:

WHEREUP_ON IT IS ORDERED THAT
/~ HE SA~ ~E RECEIVED..

. ~/ _ ' Z
CRMC Form 10 - 1/74 ~~K

July, 1974.
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MEMORANDUM ~~~~ .
,

DATE ;

.. . . ~ ' . . . 
,.

~~gLtst ~;~ 19'74
. ' '.i/ :~ S

. ;

T0: A~~3t~~ D~.r~c~car. ~~aviscano _

SUBJECT: CO'~~~al, ~.esa~t;~~~es M~nage~el~t Cat~nC~~ ;'

CONS I DERED BY :~~~~~~~~ a~ p~g~l~~ Y~4rk~ ~~"

DISPOSITION: At~ached ~.s copy af ~'otice c~f Ptt~l~.c "f~earing . fa~ abc~ve;
~~t~ j~~~ rela~ive to' Feti~~t~ri of Ps~viden►c~ ~nd bdQ~ce~~~r
Carmp~n~.
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~~ '. ~ CYTY OF PI20VI~?ENCE, REi(3DE ISLAND

~~~~~ MAYOR JOSEPH A, Y;OORLEY, jR.
~

• D~Pt~F2TIl~iEivT OF FUBi,IC WORKS . 700 A~I,ETe1S AV~i~dLT~ . 02905
y Lawrence F~. 1VfcGarry, Director Joseph J. Campo, Deputy Director

August 8, 1974

Chairman of the Public Works Cca~mittee
Providence City Council
City Hall
Providence, R.I. 02903

Re: Coastal Resources Management Council

Dear Sir:

~ The Departnuent of Public Works has no utilities or operations in or

adjacent to the proposed bulkhead location in East Providence; and, consequently,

has no objection to this construction.

~
~~ - . ~

~ `' ,, t

Eberett A. Travisono
Acting Director of Public Works

' EAT:jlc

CC: James T. Beattie
~ Executive Office

City Hall



' ~ ~~t1~ I~ ~@. ~~~~~~e~~~ C.~~~'•dl~~F~'.~1~C~ ~ ~~9~C"~fll~
, ' ~;oom 50$, Veterars Me~orial ~uil~ling

~ " F~3 Park Street, Provid~nce, R. I. ~2~~3

DA'I'E : ~ugust 9 ~ 197~

~/,~ ~ %~V ~ ~~ I'ILE N0:_ 74=2~1l— —
Q l~

• NOTIC~ OH PFJB~IC HEARIPIG

In accordance with and pursuant ~o ~he provis'ions of the "Ad.ministrative
• Procedures Ac~" (Chapter 42-35 of the General La~-Js o~' Rhode Isla~ci) and the

Rules and Regulations of the CoAstal Resources P~Zanagement Council~ a hearing
caill be held on the petition of PROVIDENCE ~ t70~.CESTER COMPADI~I

c/o Charles Le Guild & James J. Reil~y o 94 Dexter Road, ~~s~. PLov~, R~I~ ,

relative to ~itle 46, Chapter 23, Section 6D (a) (h) (c) (d); ~~tle ~SE~~
Chapter 6, Section l, and ti~le 4h, Chapter ~, Section 2 of ~he Rhode island
General Laws of 1956, as amended, f_or a State of Rhode Island assen~ to

construct and maintain a sheet steel piling bulkhead of 3,760 Lin.eal Feet

approxzmately 10 feet high above P2ean Lota Water; dredge approximately

287,000 cuA yds. in front of bulkhead; dredged material to be depo~i~ed

behind bulkhead; place app~_oximately 713,000 cue yds additional f~_ZI

behind bulkhead, such fi.11 to be supplied from other sourcese

~~aterwayg Providence River, (south of Wilkes Barre Pier) •

The hearing will be held at Room 313, State House,

Providence, Rhode Island beginning at 7:30 p.m. on September 17, 1974e

Parties interested in/or concerned with the above men~ioned matter zre
invited to be present and./or represented l~y counsel at the lbove mentionecl
timn and place~

Plans of the proposed work may be seen in the office of the Coastal Re-
sources P~anagement Council, 83 Pa~k Street, Providence, Rhode Island be-
tween the hours of II:30 aem. and ~;00 p~m~, rRonday ~hrough Friday~ Plans
may also .be viewed at the Clerk's of.fice CITY of EA~T PROVII~T;NCE ~

Oral statements caill be r.eard and recordec~ and statements may be sub--
mitted to the hearing off_icers at th~ time of hearinge

Signed this ~t.~ day of ~,U.gt~Ct, 197~ ~

~,(f'- y'fZ-u..~ ~~ C~' ,.^~~2 ~ .~ ~_ -~--~-- -xj~zps~rl _ .~~f'vAST1~L RESC~URCES MA~~AUE~IEI~?T COUNCIL

CRMC Form 10 - 1/74



~~_~-4.,

~ VINCENT PALLOZZI

DIRECTOR

~E~ARTR~i~k~!'~' ~F
~l0 FOUNTAIN 53.. °
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f'L~/A~dS~lS6'~~~ ~~`~~ URB~f~J
PROVIDE:MCE. €'t. I. 02903 °

John A. Lyons, Chairman
Coastal Resources Management Council

State of Rhode Island
Room 508, Veterans Memorial Building

83 Park Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

De ar Mr . Lyon s;

JOSEP!-! A. UOC~F'1_GY. JR,

(v~AYO~

~~~~L.cri~~~~•~ ~
TEL. A•Oi - f331 - 6a~~

September 18, 1974

With respect to your public hearing notices; File No. 74-2-1, on

the petition of the Providence an~ Worcester Railroad and athers to fill a large

area south of the Wilkes-Barre Pier within the Providence River, our staff study

is necessarily inconclusive for lack of essential i~zformation. We have inspected

the site an~ studied all the information submitte~ to your Council and distributed

by you to interested parties, and conferred with your engineer, Mr. George ~mith

regarding the unavailability,of further information that should let us determine

whether to support or withold support, or oppose, the permission b~ir.g rectu~sted

by the petitioners . .

Enclosed is a copy of a staff inemorandum dated August 15, 1974,

detailing specifically our need for additional information . We feel that your

Council inembers have the same need before coming to a decision over the arant-

ing or denying of the petition,

S in your

~ ~~ `

. ~„~-~:~~,,~'~1 ~-= , .y_,,~,.,.;i^1
Vincent Palloz~~i ~z";̀'`~
Director

VP: sm
Enclosure
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~ ~ -: M~MORAIVDUM

~ Date . Au~ust J_5, :~~'`l'l+

~o . V~z~c~~~ .?a.11o~zi, i)a.rec~;c~r

' ~'rom . John R. Itell.a.m, Supexvisor of Lon~ ~ange Plannin~

~e , ~'r~vid~~ce River ~tail-Ship ~erminal.; Prop~sal to Fill Tid~~. Fl~fis

~'he petitioner requests the Co~,sta1. I~esources Man.a.~ement Courze:~.~ to

per~r►i~t cnnstruction of a ste~l bulkh~acl ~,nd placemen~, of 1 mill.ion ctxbir y~r~.s

of dredg~d and bther fi1.1 ~~~ithin ~+5 of the ~+9.7 ~,cres compri.si.n~ ~~rou~ c~i

under'w~t~r parc~ls in the Providence l~iver immediately south o~' the [~Til~ces--

Barre Pi~r~ ~he other ~.~ ~.cres wi.thin 100 feet of the Harbor Line ~,r~ ~a ~.ae

dr~~i~ed t~o provide 2~37,000 cubic ,yards of the fill material., (~.i~ t~iesP

~,crea~es ~.rE subject to ~he resolution df some ambiguities in the petitzon

~ke~;ches, ~s d~scribet3. belo~•r. ) Of tYlese asstuned ~perations a,reas, tk~c ~o.rtioz~

within th~ ~~.ty of I'rdv~id.ence bounclary is orLy Oe~~~31 ~.cres, but the e~vir~n~

' merital f~.~tors affect both our city and East Providence.

Information ndta available is ~oo sca;ity to justif~ ei-~her o~~r

support of or opposition to the petition. Such in~'ormati.on as tlie pc:titioz~ers

hav~ suppliEd to the ~hode Tsla.nd C.R.D4.C. is the basis of a number oi' ctu.c~s-~

tions the ans~~rers to which should mahe our position determinable, These

questions shaulcl be translated into an inquiry conu~~unic~,Lion, ancl invo.lve,

considerations of land ~se, structtiral stability, tidal er.osion d.urin,r~, storms,

~,va.ila,bility of fill mai;erials, and pollu~Lion coni;rols e The inform~~;:~on Vre

need is listed under these five cate~ories belot~r:

~ 1... I,and Use. T~,at are t11e proposed uses for the a~rea? Do the;tr

include any handlin~ of ha:~ardous subst:~nces or materials subject to t,ri~.c7

erosion, or drain~~;e or spill.a,~e into the harbor s•ra~ers? S~1ill these usc~s



Y ~~~ aifect 3~arbor traffic nr cha~nnl c~ea,rances or affect air qualit;r :i_rA ~1~~

surrounding neighborhoods cn both sides of the harbor? ~

" ?_, Structtzra,l Stability. 'v7i11 proposed fill, bulkheads, tiel~~_c:~-~ ~

su~erstructures and adjacent structur~s be stable and safe? Do ~~!e pet?v:icn--

~ er°s professional engineers have all th~ rec~uisite expertise as marine cl.ea~~n

specialists? ~~1ilere yaill the tie-rods be anchored --- in fill or in. more

secure positions ashore or below the iill? Are the layers of pos~-glaci~.~

river-bottom sediments sufficiently stable to anchor the sheet steel pilin;

below the dredged bottom, in view of the fact that bedrocI~ r~,nging as z~ d.oe~

from 50 to 200 feet below sea level in the site is covered t•rith riverflot~r .

sediments variously loaded with vegetative materials eroded from s~ream

valleys? 41i11 the dredged material be covered i~rith enou~h granular clea,n

fi11 so that a stable crust will restrain the plasticity of' the dredged ma,ter-

ials und.er conditions of structural and vehicular,loadin~? Is the dred~ing

. (depth) 1_ine at -30 or at -40 fte Ni.L.ti~.? (T~~~o of ~~he sketches ap~ear to

contradict each other: Section B-B on Shee~ 1 and the Proposed B?Llkhea.d

Section on Sheet 2. In either case there may not be 287,000 cubic y~,.rds :in

that.205,000 sc~uare foot area because the avera~e depth of excava,tion STot~7_c~.

ha.ve to be 37.8 feet,) The mislabelin~ of one dashed line on Shee~ 1_ ~,s 1~o=~Yl

"Limit of Dredged Area" and "Habor (sic ) Line" tt~a,lces it impossible to asce}~~~,,~.n

the location oi the pz•oposed bulkliead since the dredgin~ already d.one stox~s a,~

the channel line trhich is 100 feet or more beyond tlie harbor line iz~ the v~_ci--

nity of the project~ Therefore Section B-B on Sheet; 1 does not ~tccurately

loca,te the existing ~;rade on the offshore side of the harbor line unless the

• a channel line is mislabled "harbor line" on that sketch. Tn that case, hot~Tever,

~he bulkhead is proposed to be built at the harbor line itscl f ti;T`? tk10U~ a:11o~;iin~;

100 feet of berthin~; i~~id~h to clear the channel f'c~r movinL; craft.

- 2 -



-• -
'~' ° 3. Tidal ~rosion During Storms. Durin~ hurricane co~d.ita.ons

producing 100-year tid~,l f'looc~~.n~ levels, about +?9,2 ft;. MeLeGie q UL*i:~.~. tk~~
r'
ti, ~ P ~
- surt'ace be so' construc~ed as tr~ ~thstand ~,11 `~;ave imp~,cts anc~ cu~~^en:t

~ ~'orces ~ri~hout ~roding to form sedimen~s over th~ dred~ed channe:L anc~. sl~a.}~~

• ~in~ bert`hs? Why is ~. 10-foot btalkhead described in the p~ti~ion's wordinu,

but a lo~e~° top elevation tha,n that is illustra.tec~ on the sketches? wzii

the 8-foot M.L.i~T. fill. surface as sketched be high enough above the 502 ft.

sprin; tide level, M,L~~~T., to ~fford ~,d~quate erosion protection even a.~

hurricanes are not considered? I-Iave the effects of normal sottth ytinds upo~

ticle levels been considered adequately? ti~7h~,t hydraulic studies have bee;~

ma,de by anyone of the progressive effects of iilling tidal S'lats tzpon stox;n

tide levels and surges in upper Narra~ansett t~ay? (If all mar~ina.l areas

were ultimately to be filled to the harbor l.ine, vrould ~he highest tid~~

floods be higher or lower as a consequence?) ~dill structures, equipment and

stocked materials placed on the surface be even more vulnerable to storms

than stzch objects presently are on the surface of I'ields Point ̀ ~here tY~~

elevations are hi~her (10 to 15 ft. MeL.tid.)?

!+e Availability of Fill h.aterials. Where will the "additional"

713,000 cubic yards of fill be obtained? ~vThat type of fill wi_11 it be? Will

any of it come from Providence? From which sites? Can. any portion of the

dx~dged fill come irom the T•exaco ber~iis proposcd at ~Lhe harbor Junetii~n Pier

in Prov~dence? Fr.om a,reas ~;hat a,ti~rait dred~ing by the Arrr~y Cor~s of Ex~nineers?

Froin ledge rocli shoals Vrithin the easterly side of the Rumstick ~Tecic reach

of the main chan~lel?

5. Pollu~;ion Controls. What are the implications of dred~i~

polluted sediments from the Providence RivQr bottom for use as f:i_l.l behind

bulkheads? Are they beni~;n or ecolo~ically dan:a~int;? Ho~~r la,rge an are~,

would be affected? For how lono durir~; or foll.o~~r.'Lnm operations? ti~'oulc~ any

surface treatment be needed to prevent air pollu~L-:i.on d.urin~ ope.rationsi'
-3-


