
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
NO. 395

Effective XXXRMNAXXX4 June 27, 1994

RESOLVED, That the City Council approves Legislation of

"An Act Relating to the City of Providence - Property Tax

Exemption", in substantially the form attached hereto.

IN CITY COUNCIL ective without the Mayor's
,i nature:

-XW~
Michael R. Clement
City Clerk
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9 T11-TE OF £RHODE I S LAND

IN GENERAL ASSPMLY

*AWJA27 SESSI4'd, A.D. loot

fiL ACT

MATING TO THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
f uf8%1Y tAX EXEtO'TION

IntroduCSd.Hy: Representatives Valangio, Fox, Williams, S. Smith
and :ltcauley

'.-'IIACe::Iiltsoduced: January 12, 1994

R SsrrtiFi".Ta: H...,Ccam —a an Corporations

Lti•i:s'_Pnittt. •by the General Assembly as follows:

i SECTION-'!. Section 44-3-3 of the General Gays in Chapter 44-3

2 enririiidPsupertp Subject to Taxation" is hereby amended to read as

3 W1.obs'..:•:

b 44-3-3:'..''.property exempt. -- The follovicfg property shall be ex-

5 am ¢t; firola. tatktiou:

!~ ~.l} Pir_agezty belonging to the state except as provided- is section

7 '44-4-4.1i

8 (2) Lands ceded or belonging to the United States;

9 3):The:i6onds and other securities issued and exempted from Yaxa-

1Q £ion_by tite'.g6desoosent of the United states, or of this state;

11 :`°Z.4). a1, estate, used ezclu&i:Mlp fur silitar; pergolas, OV- by

12 0"rtered 'ut incorporated organizations approved by the adjutant Seu-

13 ertal, Aud.rcdWsed of mambers of the national guard, the naval Bill-

14 ox;̀ the independent chartered military organizations;

15 'E5) :9-. 3dinga for fres public achools, buildings for religions

16 :worship, and.:the land upon which they stand and immediately a%rround-
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r.rha_n~ not nn_Cna<iy~o five (5) Acres so faz as the

2 buildings and land are occupied and used exclusively for religious or

4 (6) Dwolling houses and the land on w)tich they stand, nu L wwvv ti -

5in_. Ri., s or the minimum lot size for zone in which the

6 dwel-Ung house is located, whichever is the greater, vratej by- ue held

x-,j trVaC fat. any religious organization and actually used by its

a officiating clergymen, to an #AwLuC liSi eaca _'Isg hum-dred fSft

R thsltjsaril•.4911srs ($150x004) for each house and land so owned and usedi

10 y 'ptoyadedi; however, that aaty dwellinx houses *nA land c^ ahicls

11 Rynnd ;scquYrj!-d:--within the city of Providence on or after January

12 1494, ..BFYBII., ;not be exempt Pcam taxation an& ahslt ratslr, its tamabU2,

• . , ~ tats etita.

14 (7) lbp•antangibte personal Property Ownev big, .x hall in trt;at

LS OT,' :any .religious or charitable organization, if the principal or

16 Ladome zhail.Y,e,¢sed or appr,-.p.iai=ri for :eligi¢ur cr Otrv.it-able rsr-

11 prise$;.
2~ {g} 1 t..'i=_rldings P--nd pr—;MI z; ertatn e'~-_esl by any tospordtion

19 used for a kiiaol, academy, or seminary of Learning, and Of any

eJ incarr-rirated;'_public chasitatIn iuntit::tion, and the lend upon which

21 thh bAlldings stand and immediately surrounding them to an extent not

22 * eicaadln . a4-e a-ere, so far cs thrg arc LLsed for educa-

23 tional purposes, but no property or estate whatever sball hereafter be

24 exeict,.,,fxvs:a~ation in say case there any part of the income or prof-

25 its.!thereof or of the business carried on thereon is divided among its

26 carders ak_-Ao6he-ldersf ,and further provided that the hui dines and

27 personal; .estate acquired by any such corporation or incorporated

29 ysaBi$c clsaiiiab+le institution, and any se>r>'ounej_ing _lend, acquired

249 within .till: City of Providence for educational purposes on or after

30 jirma2 .:1 9'4 shAll -tot ha ffmi-'#tt frog taxation and sli*11 retain its

31 iaYable.stati~s;

32 (91 P` slats, persons, an3.f~ilies of the president and pro-

33 fea$ord, 16i the time being of Brown University for not more than ten

,. 
-2_
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1. thousand dollars ($10,000) for each officer, his estate, person, and

2 familyJnc'sadad;

3 (10) Property especially exempt by charter Mess the exemption

4 sWal 'Uve been vai<ed in .slide aP in part;

5 (11) Lots of land used exclusively for burial grounds;

b (1") The prorrty, Fcnl AMA held for or 1'y an incorpo-

7 rated library, society, or any free public library, or any free public

8 library aoairty, CO faL as the property shall ha. held exclusively for

9 lifirafy'vurpo9eg, or for the aid or support of the aged poor, or for

10 the .?Y3 are en-p-b rt af.zorr. friendless children, or for the Aid or sup-

11 pert. of thy• poor generally, or for a hospital for the sick or dis-

12 'rbledt',^i~6vicled, h_oe trer, that gny real or personal estate :acquired

13 for: hos itA Purposes acquired withiC the city of Providence on or

i4 a€L+ r..J:x1* :.1 1994. sknll net be exempt from taaatioa_ and shall retain

15 ies tai~ab3e::siatua;

16 (1? £:.so_l or personal estate belonging to or held in trust

17 for: the ,benefit of incorporated organizations of veterans of any par

18 in Al. *.thetoited states has been eagAged, the parent body of which

19 incorporated by act of congress, to the extent of two hundred

20 siYi £fifty tl sand dolltxra ($250,000) if actually used and occupied by

21 tile'' provided, however, that the city council of the city

22 of. Cradston:.I-A-y-by ordinance exempt the real or personal estate as de-

•21 ' scribeii. Above located within the city of Cranston to the extent of

29 dollars ($500,000.)',

25 f16) TbO property real and personal, held for or by the fraternal

26 caeI.M tide, •d1990eiation, or body created to build and maintain a

27 tnd1ding erAiuildings for its meetings or the meetings of the general

28' '.:ass"hlg of- " members, or subordinare. hodiea of the frateraity, and

$$9 ior:.the."acgoisroodation of other fraternal bodies or associations, the

30 hire net ;income of vbich real and personal property is exclusively

31 appjied.of Yii:Ire used to build, furnish, and maintain an asylum or

32 zaayiii!sn ,a:;hom or homes, a school or schools, for time free education

33 or;•rel'iet.-cf-the members of the fraternity, or for the relief, support

0s
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1 amid care of:worthy and indigent members of the fraternity, their

Z ®1veaj rrie'ocsj or orphans, and any fund given or held for the purpose

3 af.public education, almshouses, and the land and buildings used in

g c6Arectiob:t cwiiLp

5 (j5)'-The. real estate and personal property of any, incorporated

-,61 .nZeer fi:ie engin=_ ce-_Tapy in Active ccr.-i.r_e;

7 (l6) The:-eatate of any person who in the judgment of the asses-

46Y& :~asViittle faOM infixM—t=, or &overt; to p97 the t", 2317- person

9 claiming t4,.Ezemption aggrieved by an adverse decision of an assessor

10 nbalI .apph_4 11_a derision to ths. l.ocel board of ta- review, and there-

11 after,accordittg to the provisions of section 44-5-261

f :rait::re --d. f.4 mily atoms of a honeeheager

i3 ia. the 'vIii including clothing, bedding, and other ,white goods,

14 bo~ka,, ai :aT? gtitc Tangible Ftr. nn91. propnrty item% cahich are co=on

15 : to the. nollviZ ;household;

16lLE7 :`le irraaL rta =de to any rest property to provide a<

17 ;§heater. anti fall-out protection from nuclear radiation, to the amount

18 :0~.'.dr:~l='tii:CJ8:i11d five hundred dollars (el,500) thereof; provided, that

1.9 ti i •.. ittlpri~Yes)ents meet applicable standards for shelter construction

20 ;nF?lis>'rhd:"f± time to time by the Rhode islend defef±ae civil

21. preggrndste's4s; agency. The improvements shall be deemed to comply with

22 cleg, of any b4ld, code or ordinance with respect to the

23 .mhterials er"•the methods of construction used therein and any shelter

2A, ax,Yh§ egt_Ablifih!_-Mt thereof shalt he deemeoi to comply wirh.the provi-

25 signs of :ahy:sorting code or ordinance;

26.. 49) Aliicraft for rich the fee required by section 1-4-2 of the

27 geiiei+ai, lavis "ii8s been paid to the tau administrator;

? {'2 ?(ate facturer'e inventory;

X9 (a}-for :the purposes of sections 44-4-10, 44-5-3p 44-5-20, and

30. AA'-5-39; a r'srs is deemed to be a manufacturer within a city or town

31 .wiahin'tbim'state if that person uses any premises, room, or place

32 tci'ln ut(dr.ily for thn purpoae of transforming ram materials into a

33 finisised...pra$vct for trade through any or all of the following opera-

.

. 
--4-
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I Lions: adapting, altering, finishing, making, and ornamenting; pro-

2 vided, 'howeaer, that public utilities, building and construction con-

3 tractors, warehousing operations including distribution bases or out-

4 lets of odt-of-state manufacturers, fabricating processes incidental

S to.uarehaveing or distribution of raw materials such as alteration of

5 stock £or the convenience of a customer, shall be excluded from this

7 detiniiioa.

8 fib) Tos.the purpose of sections 44-3-3, 44-4-10, and 44-5-38, the

9 ieXm'"manufacturer's inventory" or any similar term shall mean and

10 iactud4.hi's 6*1 her raw materials, his or her work in process, avid fin-

11 idled produrep which have been manufactured b7 the manufacturer in

12 this statey and not sold, leased, or traded by the manufacturer or the

13 :titi di right, to possession thereof otherwise divested, provided,

14 hoaeceiy, that ,the term shall not include any, finished products which

15 are held by the.manufacturer in any retail store or other similar

16 setting.place:' operated by the manufacturer whether or not retail

17 es'tablishm6nt is located in the same building in which the as ufac-

1S Curer:Op6ratt.6 his manufacturing plant.

14 1:.(C) Par" the purpose of section 44-11-2 entitled "Business corpo-

20 is+iM thk, d, manufacturer is a person whose principal business in

21 tbis atai.m :.consists of transforming raw materials into a finished

22 prbe~oct,foY trade through any or all of the operations described in

23 subdiaipioa..{ai) di this subdivision. A person will be deemed to be

24 tJinx-pSrincpnlly engaged if the gross receipts which that person

25 .4ei'ived• i oIIn: the manufacturing operations in this state during the

26 cal'enda"t. •year.';or fiscal year mentioned in section 44-11-1 amounted to

27 moiru:Ithaa.'.fifty percent (501) of the total gross receipts which that

28 .:jierson der,ki:: from all his or her business activities in which that

:Peraon'.4ci4agad"in this state during the taxable year. For the purpose

30 of:gq ting.the percentage, gross receipts derived by a manufacturer

31 fi6fti.'`the- shies lease, or rental of finished products at".ufactured by

32 the.Manufactuier in this state, even.though his or her store or other

33 sslling,.. pa ::thercin may be at a different location from the location

am
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1 of his dr. her manufacturing plant is this state, shall be deemed to

2 have been derived from manufacturing.

3 (d) Vithin the meaning of the preceding paragraphs of this sub-

4 divisioa, the term "manufacturer" shall also include persons who are

5 pprinaollyr engaged in any of the general activities respectively

6 coded and. Listed as establishments engaged in manufacturing in the

7 standard industrial classification manual prepared by the technical

8 coahai.tt". on' industrial, classification, office of statistical Stan=

9 dstd's,;ekecnt.vu office of the president, United States bureau of the

10 liudget6 as,:rQvised from time to time, but eliminating as manufacturers

11 tiidsd.peie~tsni`' who, because of their limited type of me factoring ac-

12 tiviti4i,,, aft classified in the manuat as falling within a trade

1.3 raCher.chaa:an industrial classification of manufacturers. Among those

14 thus aisdii"tOd, and accordingly also excluded as manufacturers within

is `.the.meining of this subdivision, are persons primarily engaged in

16 selifng„'e'p::thi general public, products produced on the premises from

17 whirl; thij ire sold, such as neighborhood bakeries, candy stores, ice

18 treat pailO'rs.}.shade shops, and custom tailors, except, however, that

19 a :-person wiio'maaufactures bakery products for sale primarily for home

20 deli4etyl or;thtough one or more nonbaking retail outlets, and whether

21 or;-nat:ret'sil, outlets are operated by the person, shall be a manufac-

22 Lures vitlrWl the meaning of this subdivision.

23 (4) hkk :.term "person” shall mean and include, as appropriate, a

24 jp#0ony pdriniaship, or corporation.

25 (f).1". department of administration shall provide to the local

26 assessovc 4ueh assistance as is necessary in determining the proper

27 +applical~iob,an£ the foregoing definitions.

28 12a)_4",I',nnd tangible personal property acquired to provide a

2$ treatment. ri-w4lity used primarily to control the polLutiou or contami-

30 nitivn'vf the voters or the air of the state. as defined is chapter 12

31 d ;' title '4b: and chapter 25 of title 23, respectively, the facility

32 having been•"Cbnetructed, reconstructed, erected, installed, or ac-

•33 quii:ad;.,'.Ift IArtharance of federal or state requirements or standards

-6-
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I for the control of water or air pollution or contamination, and c8rti-

2 fied As approved in an order entered by the director of environmental

3 mdnagement. ,.ths property shall be exempt as long as it is operated

4 -Properly iv,.00mpllance with the order of approval of the director of

5 envfronment$i. management, provided further, that any grant of the ez-

8 ssiption'by,thte director of environmental management in excess of ten

7 (IQ) years ..shall be approved by the city or town in which such prop-

9 ;eetY its sit ed. This provision shall apply only to the water and air

9 6ii** 1'properties and facilities installed for the treat-

.10 s)Aifte waters and air contaminants resulting from industrial

11 praoeasiii•s icrthGrmore, it shall apply only to water or air pollution

12 toRtroZ.iirgpezties and facilities placed in operation Ear the first

13 ...tfne•gfteir::April 13, L970;

14 (2.2)•lov`°mmufactaring machinery and equipment acquired or used

15 "' j"a.ma fxCtatter and purchased after Decenbwr 31, 1974. xaunfac-

16,. tearing maci►txezy and equipment is defined:

i7 isVAO.,that machinery aad equipment which is used exclusively in

10 < 'aietuai manufacture or conversion of raw materials or goods in the

19 proceisss ''of:;'iasnufacture by a manufacturer as sat forth in subdivision

20 ('20)'.gf:this`-section, and machinery, fixtures, and equipment used

21 exclusive?y.,.bg a manufacturer for research and development or for

22 gvalCr.a"ssuaace of its manufactured products; and

23 and equipment which is partially used in

24 the attaal`amAiifactuve or conversion of raw materials or goods in pro-

25 cess of martiArActure by a manufacturer es set forth in subdivision (20)

26' of this,.:section, and machinery, fixtures, and equipment used by a

27 kihdfartaier:for research and development or for quality assurance of

.28 its ,.•Aabdfadtured products, to the extent to which the machinery and

29 equipment`:3s'.*ed for the manufacturing processes, research, and

39 ,development.: 'or quality assurance_ In the instances where inathinery

31 ahk "ips_seat',is used in both manufacturing andlor research, and

32 deveLC(fmrut~:dad/or quality assurance activities and nonmanufacturing

33 atti+:it~i.AsRthe assessment on machinery and equipment shall be pro-

-7-
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i rated by applying the percentage of usage of the equipment for the

2 manufatturirrg, research, and development and qualify assurance activi-

3 ty to the valve of the machinery and equipment for purposes of taxa-

4 tiog
v , and -the portion of the value used for manufacturing, research,

5 and developm'e'nt, and quality assurance shall be exempt from taxation.

6 The: .burden of demonstrating this percentage usage of machinery and

7 equ #meat.for-,manufacturing and for research, and development, and/or

8 qualit7'.'.aasiifance of its manufactured products shall rest with manu-

9 faettiror.

10 {23? Fteci•ous metal bullion, meaning thereby any elementary metal

11 l+hizk-has,-"44 gut through a process of melting or refining, and which

12 i•s..'in+:suA- state or condition that its value depends upon its content

13 ;snd..not .;srppi its form. The term does not include fabricated precious

14 metal whieh.has been processed or manufactured for some one or more

15 
speeifie;and 

customary industrial, professional, or artistic uses;

16 .120'11pdtoelectric power generation equipment, which ineLudes but

17 
.is.,.rtot laiasted to, turbines, generators, switchgear, controLs, moni-

1$ ttlYiag;egriipeni+iit, circuit breakers, transformers, protective relaying,

I9 -buts biirs,`vah1'ns, connections, trash racks, headgates, and conduits.

20 Th:- : hp'dt661ectrlc power generation equipment must have been purchased

•21 ater.:3vlq.̀ '1,- 1979 and acquired or used by a person or corporation who

22 **iris or leases ,a damm and utiLixes the equipment to generate hydroelec-

23 '. ;ran,  power;,Y

24 to authorization by formal action of the council of

75 s',.cfty"ar''town, any real or personal property owned by, held in

26 ..ttust'fory.- arr.;;leased to an organisation incorporated under chapter 6

27 of:•title,:'%a.-as amended, or ati organisation meeting the definition of

28 Mdiiriiabple.Oust" set out in section 18-9-4, as amended, or an orga-

Z9 ?aimatitv.: 1'ndaiTorated under the not for profits statutes of another

30 st&te dr::tht(bistrict of Columbia, the purpose of which is the con-

31, servieg, 0 :'iipen space, as that terra is defined is title 45, chapter

32 36.t'ta..amandetij, provided the property is used exclusively, for the pur-

33 p4k Pf..the:brganization;



MRY 20 194 10:25 PRGE.010

1 (.26) Tsugi-ol'e personal property, the primary function of which is

2 t11E r.~ling, reuse, or recovery of materials (other than precious

3 metaL.6, .as. defined in section 44-18-30 (Y) (1) from or the treatment

4 of "hasardolw wastes", as defined in section 23-19.1-4, Where the

5 "hasatdous castes" are generated primarily by the same taxpayer and

5 4hare the..p&rsonal property is located at, in, or adJoint Comsittee on

T accounts grid t1aimsent to a generating facility of the taxpayer. The

8taxpayeri mxy;;bnt need not, procure an order from the director of the

9 .deparCmeat.•of, environmental management certifying that the tangible

IO pa!rsosldl proerty has such function, which order shall effect a can-

11 ClaaiW.e:; P".I.iMption that the tangible personal property qualifies for

12 the 'aempCioi.hereueeder. if any information relating to secret pro-

13 ees9as:..'or ''Mathada of manufacture, production, or treatment is dis-

14 ­closed to..th~.department of environmental management only to procure

15 ani'order'- i;i,' a "trade secret" as defined in section 28-21-10(b), it

16 9hdll not Na..apen to public inspection or publicly disclosed unless

17 dis lerdiire;, s otherr~ise required under chapter 21 of title 28 or chap-

18 :;Cer4:~i "Y~f`;t'itie 23.

19 ~-̀ 'K-27i~lfritbtboats as defined in section 46-22-2 for which the

20 -. imua.L ;iet:V"ui.red in section 46-22-4 has been paid.

21 '-(28):"4'hc real and personal property of Providence Performing Arts

22 Cemert"a.F&4da:lsland non-business corporation as of December 31,

23 1985...:

24 $CtT]Cv14. This act shall take effect upon passage.

PDT4'IS/Si18: ~•
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