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Janua ry 15 , 1970

~ The Honorable Joseph x. Doorle;~, Jr. , P~Iayor
and The HonoraUle City Council
City of Providence, Rhode Island

Ge11tlemen :

The record of opera~ions, vrorlc accomplished, a~1d achieveillents

o~ the Departrneni, of Builclin~ Inspec~Lion during the fiscal year

196~-1969 is hereby submit~ced as the Departmentts Elnnual Report,

as required by ordinance.

Revisions and ar,~endments to the building code ~~1ere approved

on June 5, 1969. This is our con-tinued and constan~ efiort to keep

the code up-to-date,

The coiztinued assistance a~1d coopera~ioil given by you has

grea~cly facilitaced the adjustinen~s realuired ~~o realize the

accora~lisY~r~ents clocwnentea herei~l. ':tiith your concinuec~ cool~eration

and coL~nsel, and throu~;11 the conscientious efforts of the employees

of this Departrn~irt, t~re shall con-cir~ue LG improve the quality and

ef~iciency of tlie serviees rendereci in ~~he interes~ of publ:ic

safety.

Respectfully submitted,

Vincent DiI'~iase, P.E.
Uirector

.



THE BUILDIi~TG CODE

i~dha'c is the Building Code?

The builc~ing code is a legal docur~ient ~~lv.ch sets forth

requirements ~co protect t11e public healtl~, saiety anc~ general i•,felfare

as they relate io che cons~ructio~~ and occuj~ancy of buildings and

structures. Tlzis is accor~,~lished by estab~ishin~ ~he miilimum

acce~table condi~Lions for rnatters iound to be in neeu. of regulation.

'11ie Building Code covers structural design, exits, fire pro~ection,

sa~litary f~~cilities, light, ventila'cio~ aizd ~jleclianic~l equipment.

The Provic~ence ~u~laing Code regulates the construction of

ne?a build~:~s, al~cerations, r~intenance, repair ancl demolition of

buildings and structures.

K The code also regulai,es t,he construction, alterations, and

maintenance of inechai~icui s~rsi,ems znd equipmen~ `~ritllin or appurtenant

to buildings and structures. This includes heating, boilers,

pressure vessels, air pollution, air conditioning, refrigeratioxi~~

elevators ancl fla~~u{~.ble 1ir,uicls. The code also il~cludes and

regulates electrical installa~cions and equipment; plumbi~~.g and

sanitary facilities.

The Provide~~ce BuilGin~ Code bein~ ~. I~~:odel Performance Code

prescribes th~ oUjec~tive ~to be acco:~~plished anc~ allot~rs leeti~~ay to the

~` desig~.ers in seleci,ii~ the mai:erials anr~ me~hods that s.vill achieve

~ the requirec~ results. The proof of performance of the methods and

materials selected by the designer is governed by na-cional].y

recognized and acce~ted test st~:ndards.

(1)
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Ti-iL DEPIIRTT<~Ni Or BUII,DII~tiG IT~3SPLC^1SGA?

The Departi~ent of Builc~ing Inspec~io~1 is a governinen~al unit

adrninistered bf the Director. its sole mission is to enforce the

~+ Building Code, Zoning Ordina~ce and other regu3.ations i,hat have been

assigned to it, The Building Ins~ection Department has departmental

status ~.nd ~he Director repor~ts directly to the i`ia.~ror. This gives

the Chief E~;ecutive direc~t information thui, is vital ~o his over-

vietir of community affairs.

The re~ulations enforced by the Departi~ent of Building

Inspection are ordinances adopted by the city uiider the police

power that has beerl delegatecl by the 5~~.~ce. 1he 'jpolice povJer~~ is

the poi~rer to legi~late for i:,he public health, sa£ety, ancl general

^ UJelfare .

~
lhe effectiveness of a code enforcer~ent agency is dependent;

essentiall3r on its inspecti~n process. For lasting efxect and

cornmunity ir,iprov2nlent, ins~ections mus~ be rnac~e of both new

construction and ~~erioclicall f oz e:~isting buildings . The procedures

involved in these tti~ao t;Tpes of ins~ectioizs are necessarily different

since one involves the actual construc~ion process and ~:he other,

~clie maintenance a~1d occupancy of a completed buildinga

Tlithou~ a systematie ins,~ection ~~rograr~ and cor~7petent

` inspectors effec~ive code enlorcei,lent C2I1 never be attained. The

~ need for cornpet~nt inspectors a~1~ s;Tsternatic code enforcement ha.s

never been greai.er than i~ is today. Tuot o~~l;;~ are more cortiplex

construction metlzous and systems being used and more sophistica~ed

equipment being installed, but the whole arc~litect, engineer,

general con~ractor, sub-contraetor, owner relationship is in a

(3)



s~tate of flwc. Res1~oilsi'oility for the ac~~ual perforrnance of any of

the functions ilecessary to ~~he completiolz oi a construction ~roject

is dependent upon the con~~ractual agree~~lents bettireen those involved.

However, insofar as a cod.e enforcemen~ agenc,r i s co~icerned, the

person, coi~i~an~~ or corpora~ion ~to V7i10i;i a~~err~~it is issued, is

` responsible in ~:,oto for the ~~Jor.ti authorized by the permit.

:~

~l~he above stater;lent notwithstanding, since real property is alti°lays

involvecl ii1 construci,ion, the ~v,n~er of record oi' the real pro~~rty

has ultimate responsibil~-i,y. He has ultimate resl~onsibility for

two reasons; firs~~, the perr,lit is issued to the con~r~~ctor as ageizt

for the oviner; second, if a conc:'itioil is crea~ea because of the

censtruction or ~'ailure ~co cot~l,~lete coizstruction, Vr.~ereby, the

city must act, aizd the-reUy incur coscs to alleviate a dangerous

conciition, i,he costs t~1i11 be assessec~ aoainst and becor:ie a lien

, ` upon the real ; rope-rty.

The r~iain reason that there is a~rea~er need for thorough

insl~ectioiz and efiec~~ive coc~e enforcer~ie~~t ir~ ~he Unitea States

~coday thaiz ever before in our his~ory is our almos'c ~cotal use of

the sub-contractor s;~stem. ~very ~Jorl~inan is in a hurry, ir he

doesnt~ produce, his ei~plo~Ter can.no~ stay in business. Our entire

ccns~Lruction industr~r operates on ~ get iri and get out Philosophy.

Fetis tradesr~en, even those ~;aho Urould like to, talce pride iil their
a

~
vaor~:. Under ~hese circumstances, can anyone doubt the need for

coinpetent ~nsloectors and el~ective buildii~g code enforcei~ent

agencies?

The Owner's interes~s are not alv~rays in the public interest

and although the i°~rchitects and Fngineers rnay desi~il according to

code requirements, the O~Jner mi~ht not build accordiizg to the

(4)
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design unless ordered ~o do so by the code enforcement ageizcy.

ihis happens tiJhe~z the Archii,ects or t+~gineers are engaged only to

draG,r the plaiis and not to supervise the cons~ruction; ai~i when the

priifie interest of every tradesL~n ~lorkiilg ir~ construction is to

finish in a hurry, there is no subs~itute for syste~aatic inspection

by a city agency in order to assure the people tl~at the buildings.

vahich they use are proverly constructed and safe.

(5)
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DIVISIOiJ OF STF~UCTURLS I~T1D ZOiJZNG

Airt Vincen~ Dii~iase, Director
Department of Building T~.spectiaii
112 Union Street
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Sir :

• I respectfully subr~.it for your informa~ion and consid~ration

X

,

a re~ort of the ?Tork of ~he Division of Structures and ~oning for

the year 196~-1969,

kttacl~ed here~o are tables se~,~inb forth by wards and types

oi occupancies the nvmber and esti~ate~ cost of projects for which

perr~lits were issued,

The table rr~rked ~~Ideti1 Builciings~~ contains data pertaining

to tlze construction of ne~~r buildings and i:iiscellaneous structures.

The table i.iarke~ ~~~'~lterationss' contains da~a pertaiiling ~o

buildin~ opera~~zons on e~iisi.ing builclings.

Estima~ed costs se~ for~~h in the ~,abie-do not include the

cost of heating, plw~~bin~ and eZectrical installations.

{6?
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Alterations 1969
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The Statistical Tables are su~~r~iarizec~ as follows :

T3e~1 Buildings 111 Perrnits

Estima~ed Cost ~3,~39,05~

~ ~~ltera~cions ~ Additio~ls 6$l Permits

Estimated Cost ~2,705,100

Tot~l 792 Perr,zits for `~6, 5~.1~,15G

In addition to the tabulatecl data, the follotiving miscellaneous

perniits ti~,~ere issued during 1969:

Razing of Buildings 526 Perrnits

Sandblasting of Buildings ~. Permits

1`Zoving o~' Buil~ings 2 Perrnits
~

Lrection of B~ llboards 13 Permits

'` Erec'cion of ~~all Signs 5~ Permits

~rection of Signs Over Sid e~~ralli l22 Perr,iits

Erection of rire ~scape 44 Perrnits

Construci,ion of SidevaaL': Vaults 0 Periaits

~ Use of Streets & Sic~ec~ralks 30 i'eri~iits ~

Storage of Dungerous Chernicals 16 Permits

Total $12 Perr~lits

~ Total permits of all types issued during the year 1969 amounted to

1601~ perr~lits,
h
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Buildii~s der~iolished for Fuulic Tr~l~rovements included in

the list of permits summariZed belo~,r:

Buildings in Snuth Providence Area 152 Permits

Eas~c Side Renetiaal Pro ject 12$ Permits

Total Number of Euildings Demolished 2$0

Durino the calendar year of 1969, $6 family units were

added as a result of private buildings activities.

The additional uniis are grouped as fol2ows:

(a ) Neti~~ Buildings

1~~ One Family

17 Two Family

0 T~Iultiple Family

(b~ Conversions

Total $6

Faxnily Units 4$

Farnily Units 31~

Fani ly Unit s 0

Farnily Units 1~

The total fees collected for the calendar year 1969 for

a11 types of perrnits issued by this Diviszon amounted to

~3$,012,67.

The 'total fees collected duri:lg ~the fiscal year,

October l, 196$, to September 30, 1969, arno~nted to y~'~39,215,22.

During the year 196g, this Department processed 121~3 buildings and

zoning violatioi~s, including South Providence and East Side RenevTal

Project Areas. The Field Inspection Section of the Division

c~r~?;.~.rted 15,61~0 construction inspection and violation investig~tions.

( lo )



Tl~.e plan e: ar~inatioi~ section of the Division, in addition

to processin~ routine perliit requests, revi.et-aed plans and

specifica~ions z"or 19 T~iajor Structures ti~ritil a declared estinated

cost oi ~p3,13?,970 or raore, as detaileG below:

Jey~ish Cor~nunity Gen~er 1, 000, 000
' I~Q1 Elmgrove Ave.

Community Center

Cri,ss Cadillac Co., Inc. 3~~,170
l01 Roger ~lilliaials Ave .
~u~oinobile Shot~moom
and Service Center

Jewel Case i~~fg. 225,000
300 Niantic Ave,
New I<~Ifg. Building

T~Tortek, Inc. 210,000
175 Dupont Drive
TJe`~1 Je~,relry i~;fg. Bld~.

~
Providence Lying-In Hospital 150,000
~50 i~iaude 5~~.

" T-~Zasonry Repairs

Esposito Jewelry Co. 1~.0,000
207 Dupont Drive
Ne~~~ Jet~relry I~~'g. Bldg.

St , Thomas Ghurch of Tianton, R.I. _ 112 ~$00
1~1 Edendale I~ve .
Netir Convent

Foremost Lithogra~h 110,000
21~5-21~7 Dupont Drive

" New Printing Plant

~npire Furniture Co, 100,000

" 335 At~~rells ~ve.
TJeva Furniture Store

~ 122 i,~laterman, Inc . 100 , 000
122 i~daterman Ave.
NeV1 Bank & Doctors Offices

Grace Church in Providence, R.I, 90,000
17 5 Ma.th ews on St .
Exterior T~fasonry Repairs



lVevr York Life Ins. Co. 50,000
201-205 T~estminster St.
Stores ~. O~fice A3i.era~cions

Federal Produc~s, Inc. &0,000
1~3-61 Cass St.
Adclition ~o T~Ifg. Bldg.

R. I. Hospital Trust Co. '%0,000 .
15 1"jestmins~cer St.

- Alterations to Exterior l~iasonry

St . I~~1ary t s 1-~cader~y of the ~isita~ion 70, 000
~9-45 Bainbridge ~ive.
l~dditional Classrooms

l~llens P~ifg. Co, 60, 000
$9 Snipyard St.
Additioi~ to T~f'g. Bld~.

L.L.G. P~ealty Co. 60,000
10 Cavallatt;i St e .
i~Tetia Of~ice ~ ~ytarehouse

City of Providence 50,OOG
* 26 I~i~zsley I~ve .

Fire klarm Bldg. (Al~erations}

~ Gold SY~~ith Realty 50,000
206 Allens .~ve .
Addition to Tire ,Service Center

The estimated cost of construction of the "TZa jor

Struci,ures~1 listed above totallec~ ~3,137,970, or 1~£3~ of the total

consi,ructioil cost figure. Tize number of structural permits issued

for -chese projec~s totalled 19, or ap~roxima.i,ely 2.51 of the total

number of structural ;~erm~ts issued.

Res~aectfully submit~ced,

Nicholas DiBenedetto, Chief
Inspector af S~ructures and Zoning
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~nspectional f-~ctivities Pertainirl~ to

Safetv ~eq.uire~nents in Buildin~s

The annual ins~~ec~ion of all licensed occupancies, such as

~ i,heatres, ho~els, asser.ibly halls of alZ types, cafes, barrocr~7s,

restaur«n~s, etc., ti,rere carried on in ~he usual rnanner by checkin~:

(a ) Tl1e general s~ructural conditions
of tl,e builc~ing;

(b) The ty~e construci;ion, protection and
accessibility of e:,:its, the st~~ring of
exi~c doors, e1:i-t si~zzs ancz ligh~s;

(c) The type, cond~tion and loca~ion of
heating ailci cool~iizg ec~luipment, including
their safety devices an~ con~rols;

(d) '1he types, condition and location of fire
proi.ective equipment, such as ~t~tor~a~tic
sprin:iler syster3~ (ir~e~ and c~ry) , iire

~ ex-tinguishers, fire hos~ and s'canc~pipe
insi.allaLions, fire alarr~l sys~erils, etc.

` This prograrn of annual inspections, stalted many years ago

and not~r considere~ routine, provic?es thai; type of inspectional

service entirely devoted to the el~rnina~ion or correction of

hazardous conditions that come within i;he purvieti~ of the rules.

Annual inspections of all public and se~iii-public occupancies

are r~ade in order ~;o maintaiil a;oproved standards of safety. The

License Bureuu tiai? 1 no~ issue any license c~~rithou~, first obtaining

_ the a~proval of this office concerning the s~ructural anu fire

safety conditions of the premises. This ~ype of inspectional

service places an unusual burden on ~he field ins~~ectors during

the months oi October and Tlovember every year — t~ao months to

complete ins;aections and sub::iit repor~s for processing before the

approvals or denials can be re~orted to the Liceilse Bureau.
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Ii~ cases of serious life huzard, revoca~ion of license is e~ployeU

in order to preveizt possible disaster.

The processin~ o.i cor:iplaints as anotlier importan~~ function

rec~,uiring inspe c ~io~1a1 services . During i,he past year, r~lore than

15,61~0 ins~ections ~aere r,~ade throu~h i;his ~eciium, checking and

y investi~;ating cora~laints of hazarc~ous conditions existing in

residential, co:l~~iercial, in~ustrial, storage, educz~tional,

religious, insti~utional anc~ rni: ec' occupancl ~uiluings. This

effort has been bolscered, otier i,he years, by the ;~articipatian

~.nd coopera~~io~1 of -the r,lernbers of ~he I'ire Preven~ion Bureau.

As a result of this ~y~e of service, thousands of builc~in~s of al'1

t;~~e of construction and occupailcies have Ueen made sa~'er or razed.

S~;ructural zire ~reventive anc~ fire protective rei1ledies ap~lied

as a result of -chis effor~t are as follovrs :

~ (a ) Repairs to and replacer~lent of
s~cruci,ural components of vuildinos;

(b ) Geileral renairs ~o exis ~ins bui7.ciings
for proper r,laintenance;

( c) Installation of aut or~latic sprinitiler systems ;

(~) Erection of fire divisio~~ ~-ralls;

~e) Erec~cion of fire-resistive partitions;

~f) Erection of fire~roof or fire-resistive
enclosures Ground s~airv,rays and veri.ical,

R shafts of all i,ypes;

~g) Cons~:,ruction of fire-resis~ive cei].ings
~ for horizontal protections;

(h) Tnstallation of opening protective on c~rindovrs
vahere ex;~osure distances to lot lines and other
buildings are belovJ minimuin requirements;
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(i) Lrec-cion oi' fire escapes;

(~} Insiallation of fire ~lar~n system;

(k) Installation of fire-hose a~.d standpipe systems;

~l) Ins~allation of fire extin~uishers;

(m) Installation of fire da~ape-rs and autorlutic
controls oi1 ventilating ~,nd air-conditioning

` s~Tstems , et c .

«

(n) Construction of fireproof vaults Gnd enclosures
for ~che storage of flar:v:~a~~ e liqL:ids and volatiles
and dangerous cher.iicals.

Steady ;~ressi:se has beeiz r~aintainec~ belliizd the program of

dilapidated dwellings ancl. tlze elimination of fire hazard and

unsanitary conditions. Because oi the un;~recedented numt~er of

unsafe, vacant, open, aUandoned, and vandalized buildings, the

Departrnent devo~ec~ ,~ore ti.r~ie and e3fart i~1 processa.~g and

deraolishirlg vacant and dangerous structures. The Depar~:ment of

' Building Inspection demolished one hundred and five {105) buildingso
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DIVISICS~1 OF i.L~CTRIC'~.L Ii3STi~,LI~ATIOAiS

i~Ir, Vincent Dil~;ase, Director
' Departinent of Buildino 1ns;~ectioil

112 Union S~.
Providence, R. I.

Dear i~ir, Dii~Iase :

I respectfully sub~~~.it the follo~,~ing repor'c of ~he ~ivision

of Electrical Ins~alla~ionst activities duri~~; the fiscal year

lg6&-1969, inclu~.ing a suriv~iary of its revenue, eylaendi'cures and

operations.

SUi~u~T~RY

' RLVEPdUE: The Division of ~lectrical Inst~:llations received credit

for fees collected Uy the Department of Builcling

Inspe c~cion as i ollo~~Js :

There ti~aere six'~y-one ~61) Limi~eci Premises Perrizits issued,

Grd tv,ro ~thousand one hundred ni:~ety ( 2,190 ) Electrical

Pernlits for installGtion of electric vliring and apparatus,

including alterations and repairs, for vJhich a~otal fee

of ~17, 2&~1~.51 vJas collected.
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~ October 1, 196~ to September 30, 1969

Number of rough tiviring insAectio~zs ......................... 5~3

Nw~nber of defective installations re-inspected ............. 139z
w

Number of Certific~.tes of l=~pproval issue~. .. .. ... ...... .. ... 1724

~ Nuriber of Inspections after fire ........................... 58~

Ydumber of investigations requesced by the
Narragansett Electric Company...... ...................... 775

Number of special investiga~icns. .......................... 2550

T~~Zinir~um Housir~; Irzs,~ections . . . . . .. . ... .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . . . . 1625

Limited Prernises I~spections ............................... 61

Total Ivumber of Inspectioizs ..............10,%02

Letters to ovJners 12~7

P~iumber of disconnects ordered 321

Sign locatioizs cleared 1$!~

Si~n locations non-illuminated cleared 39
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~.~.P ORT~.. .... ~ _ _ _

Due to retirernen~;s ~xid sicl~ness, i,he Elec~crical Installatians

Division personnel ~~Jere reduced fron eigh~ ~£s) Inspectors ~o three t3 )

' I~Zspectors. ~-Iirin~; of one (1) neti~ Tnspector as~d ~the re~~urn of one (1)

Inspec~or who had been out si.. i~lon'~hs vrith a heart attac~; brough~

the work force u,~ to five (5) Ins~ectors. Tie ~•rere able i,o cope with

~he vJork load ciue to the cut-bac'~ caused by strikes in 'che building

trades.

Novr, that ~he s~;rikes are over, a bacl:lo~ of °~~rorli is

accw~ula-cing, al~hough every ef~ort is being i;iaae to keep this worl;

Zoad to a rninimum.

The total coraplemen~c of eight (F3) Inspectors ha.s been

" reducec~ to seven (7) Tnspec~t;ors to econo~~iize in che overall operation

of the Builc~ing Inspection t~epart~aent. ~~e have not,~ hotrever, been

able to fill ~he tira vacancies vTith Llec'crical Ins~ectors Grade I

to hel~ relieve our baciclog of ~-.rork.

Nevertheless, the Electrical Division v~rill attem~t to

maintain its rePutation for high sa.~e~Ly stai~dards and will perforr,~

the services e::pected to the lirrit of its ca~acity.

The Electrical ~ivision has participated in ~he following

Public Safet~ Probrams:

~ l. The City Fire Denart~~lents Zieutenantts Training School.

. 2. The Stiate Serninar on T~iinimw;i Housing Codes.

?Te lectured on Lhe safe installa-~ion of electrical wiring and

equipinent, as vJell as ~he safe use of electricity. Pointing out

i~.spection and inuestiga'cion proceciures that should be used.



The ~lectrical Division, ulso, ~urnished a speaker to the

Smithfield ~iigh School, a'c ~their reques~~, to talk on their Annual

Career Day on tlle career of ~n ::~lectrician.

lhis year the i~rork load has increased. due ~o the ilew

buildinos a~c HL~n~~ington Znctus~~rial Parl~, Dov~nztovan Providence, and

Hospitals located in Providence.

Rhode Island Hos~i~al has ~the T3eja Jane ~rovin North ~Iing in

progress and netiJ ambulatory Patient Cen~er,

Roger ~lilliams Haspi~al is put ~ing in a ne~-~ fire alari~l

s~stem, ne~v 1~-ray rooins, and alterations to Center 2 a~.d Center 3.

Huntingi,on Inclustrial Park has five ( 5) net~J buildings in

progress: Coronet Engravers, P~~orte~: Inc., ~sposi~o Jewelry,

Forernost Lithogranh, aizcl foundation started on ihe fifth.

Dov,m~~od~sn Providence has several large bui7_dings in progress:

` 23-story builc3ing (1~Q ::1est~llinster Stree~) ; Ca~hedral of Saint Peter

and Paul; Rhode Isl~ nd Hosl~i~;al Trust Buzldin~; Peo~~le e s~avings

Bank; ?leybosse~ i~ill Parcel 15B; Central-Classical Froject; and

many niore si~1a? 1 jobs in the City.

Respectfully subrlitted~

Franii S. T~leadus ,
Chief Inspeci,or of
Llectrical Installations
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DIVISIOT~1 Cl{ PLtT~IBIT~TG, DRAIn~"iG~ ATdD GAS PIPING

l~~Ir. Vincent Dit~~ase, Uirector
Department of Bui~.ding Ins~ection
112 Union S~.
Providence, R. I,

Dear Sir:

t~s requested, this vrill show the activities and statis~ical

record of the PlwnUing Division for the fiscal year October 1, 196~

to September 30, 19~9•

P1.LUi1~?1i1~ Inspections 1~,725
Drain Inspections ~b~
T~liscellaneous ~iisits 11~
T~•~i.nimum ;3ousing Visits 1,095 ~

Total 6, 900

Plumbing Plans Filed 1,550
Drain Plans Filed 325

Total 1,~75

lJor~~ on Olc~ Buildings l, I~10
tlork oi~ Neta Buildings 2I~.0

Total 1,650

Sewer Connections 1,~~.6
Cess~ool Connections 0

Total 1, 51~6

Fin~l Tnspections 1,63$

Estimated Cost of Pluuibing Plans y~l, l~d&,139 000
Estimated Cost of Drain Plans 12 ~S1r.00

Total ~l, 13,954•00

Fees for Limi~e~ Sprin~iler License Issued 100,00
Fees for Limi~ed Drain Zayers License Tssued 1?5a00

Total ~275.00

Fees for Plu~ibing ~.: Drainage Perinits
and Limited Licenses $11,$53,1~~
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~.EP ORT

I want to e~llphasize once again ~he importance of good

pure wa~i,er and good plurnbing ~o the welfare of eve~,~ I~rnerican

Y citizen, to our na~ioiz as a ~~rhole,. anc~ to civiliza~tion itseli

as we knot~ it today.

~i:re tend to i.G::e our ~~londerful nit~l,ibing for gran~ecl. j.1e

tal;e the mech~~nical e:~cel? eizce anc~ ~~erforrnance of our ~lurabing

equipmen~ i'or ~ran-i,ed. ile tal;e the purity a~zcl saiety of our

drinking water for grantecl.

But none oi this jus~~ l~ap~ens. Behind our marvelous

plurnbinb is arl arz~iy of dedica~ed men, machines and technical 1~nov1-

how ~that to~ether ac,c~ u~~ to one of the top dozen iildustries in this

country fror~l the poin~ of vietiJ of business volur,~e.

Plumbing, togetller j.,rith i~s rela~ed indus~cries, heating

ana air conditionin~;, conies i,o ~16 bill.ion a year at ins~talled

~rices. Only a 11a~~c~ful oi industries elcceed it in size. And from

i,he poin'c of vie<<r oi its importa~zce to j~ublic healtl~ aiZcl saiety,

from tiie point of vietl o~ i~~s cri~ical ii~iportance ~o the tiseli~re

and economy oi our couni,ry, the plur~ibing industry is second to none.

^lhac is t-rily erluipment r,ianufacturers s;~end thousands of man-

hours and inillions oF dollars to research, test anc~ perfect their

- produc ~s bei ore releasing the~.1 to ~;he ~L1jJ11C . 1^hat is why we

~ continually strive to acilieve stronger ~luribing codes. Tha~; is

why we have contiizuir~~, vigilance by plumUing insl~ectors. And that

is why tYie ~'plumoeriz, who is responsible for the installation and
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maintenance of our comple:c ~1Lu~lbing sysi,er~s, r.ius ~ go through years

of classroom and on-the-job preparation before he is permitted by

the plw~~bin; industry anc~ by lava-making bodies to raa~ie any

installations.

And that is vahy you sizould rnake sure that plumbing is not

installed by unquGlified handyi:ien or do-it-yot~rselfers, but vy

tize clualified employees of qualified plwnbing contractors.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph B. Deanpsey, Chief
Inspector of Flurnbing,
~rainage anc? Gas Piping
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DTVTSIOT~ GF iZ;CHIiTdIC ~,L i,~;lilI'ii~:~T~~T I~PdD II~TSIALZA~!'IOVS

I~Ir. Vincent Di~;ase, Dir~ctor
Departmen~ of Buildin~; Inspe ction

- Il2 Union St.
Providence, R. I.

Dear T~Tr. Dil~iase:

I respeczfull;T submit the Aru~.ua~ Re ~ort of the Division of

I~-iecilanicaZ Equi~~ment and Insicallations for the fiscal year

Gctober 1, 196~ '~o ~epteiiiber 30, 1g69. T~is is the second Annual

Report oi' the Division to be eni,ire~ ~T devoted ~o I~echanical Equipment

and Installations. lhe Division, while iz does no~ now l~ursue

violations o~' the «ir i ollution Con~rol Lat•r, contributes to the

prevention of air pollution ~o~;ential in a manner ~hat will

elirninate or i~~inimize suciz potential.

- I~1et~J buildings deraaizc? _colzstant atcention fro~:1 our iilspectors

so that mechanical ecjui;~ment ni~y be checl~ed or i,ested before being

enclosed or covereu. in concrete. This is ci~?ie consuming and c~oes

not give ~he ins;~ectors ~~ivch opportvni~y ~o ~~ursue 1av,~ evaders,

who seldom apl~Iy for a~ermit.

By constant vigilance more meclianical equipment is being

brought under the control of 'che Division and ~ermits are being

y issued for installations tha~ ZJere formerly made T~,rithou~ r~iunicipal

permission.

It is ~he duty of the Division of I~~iechanical ~quipr~lent and

Installations to see tl~^ t r~achinery and otlier ec~uil~rneni installed

conplies ~,~aith -the Buil~~i~zg Code of -the City of Providence in

installa~tion und operai;ion,
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To accomplish this purpose a11c? ,~ei:ior~a this cluty the Divisio~

Chief anr~ his stafi intervie~t ~rchi~ec~s, engineers, aontrac~i.ors,

owners, ana atizers tidho inay be coilcerrled vri~h v,rorlc of the Da.dision.

The Chief rev? e~.1s specificai.i~ns anc~ plans ~o r.~,:ke sure that

proposed installa~~,ioris are laT-r~u1 and safe to prevent the

• ins~allation of illegal or unsafe ~zac~iziiery ancl ~iaterial.

Specifica~ions vary in size ~rcr:l a few notes on a pra.nt to a

large volume.

The i~%cizanicul Division also l~a.s a Chief ~~aminer, T~rho is

responsible for issuitig S~ationar;r ~ngineering, Boiler Operators

and Refrigera~in~ i~;achine Cl~er~tor Lice~lses anc~ checkinU the

perfox~riance of the 11o1clers oi such licenses.

Coopera~ion t~ith o~her Divisioizs and ~~rith the Fire Prevention

Bureau contributecl to the reciuction of fires, e~~losions and other

accidents in the City.

The Division Chief and ~ner~lbers ,af the staf'i' t~rere alv~rays ready

and v~illirig to render consulting service on cod.e ;~roblerns and on

difficulties ei1coun~cerecl during cons~xuction or the installativn of

equipment. The availability o~ ~his service lzas helpea to pronlote

the excellent puU'lic relations enjoyed U;T tlze Departrnent oi' Buildi~g

Inspec~ion.
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The foli ovTing is a~1 accoL~ntin~ of the Division of l~7echailical

Equipment ancl Ins ~alla~ioizs fro.a October l, 19b& to

SeptemUer 30, 1969:

R;~VEI~tUE

Oi 1 Bu~.~^ne rs ?73 y 3 5
~ Gas Burners 923•39

Boilers 2,~34.93
Gas tilater Heaters 4~~ • 3~
Oil Firecl ~later Heaters 4~•75
Furna c e s '706 .1~0
Ductwork 1,061«25
Air Conditio~zers $59•15
Radiation

.
~5~•2~

Tanks 451•~r5
' Ventilation 33~•5~

Sprinklers 724•39
Refrigeration 25~.5~
Elevators 503.00
Console Heai:ers 55.$9
Haocis ~ ~xhaust Systems ~0.75

- Spray Booths 4.0~
Generators 102,50
Unit Heaters 197.75

• T~~tiscellaneous ~ ~5 ~.4~s

~13,56~.97

New Liceilses :
Boiler Operator 2$5.00
Gperating ~.:~ngineer 137.00
Re~'rigexatin~ P~Iachine Operator 10,00

apprentice Fireman 1~.40

License R.enev,rals:
Boiler ~perator ' 2,2~r6•~

' Operating Engineer 2, $1~1~.00
Refrigerating I~ia ci~ine Operator 112.00

` ~5,652.00

Grand Total

~13,56~e9?

~ 5~652.00

$19,22od97
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There vrere 9$2 pern~.it s is sued far 1, 53 ~ unit s frojli

October 1, 196~ to September 30, 1969:

E~UIPI`~ ~ ̂1

Oil Burners
, Gas Burilers

Boilers
Gas ~~eater Heaters
Oil Firecl .Tater Heaters
Ductwork
Air Conditioners
Ra.dia ~ion
Tanks
Ventila~cicn
Sprinklers

i P~efrigeration
Elevator
Console Heaters
Hoods 8c ~;ha.ust Systems
Spray Booths

_ Generators
Unit Hea~ers
A~iiscellaneous

Total

U~?IT S

139
275
237
f$

~06
113
~3
107
113
7
2b
11
20
~2~
~5
2
5
39
~

~. ~ 53 9
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The-re tivere 5,1$~ loc~'cions visitecl a~~a ~o,z&9 ins~ec~ions

ana investi~;a~:,ions ~~Zac?e.

II~~~SP~CT~Ot~TS 1.T~~D Ii~~VESIIGI:TICIvS
i

Cor~lplain~s ~67
, iiiolations (Il.le~a1 ~; Incorz^ect

Tns-~a11a~~ioi1 cf Lcjui,~raent ) 2&~l~
Oil Burners 139
Gas Burners 275
Boilers 237
Gas '.:a~er I-iea~cers 7&
Oil 34ired ':a~Ler Hea~~ers 106
~uct~ror~~ 113
kir Gonc~i~L-ioners ~3
Racli~?'cion 107
Tai~l:s 1~ 3
Ventilatioiz 7
~p'rin:~lers z~
Reirige-ra~ion J.1
~levators 20

_ Console Hea~cers 12
Hoocls ~~ Exhausc Systems 15
Spral Booi,hs 2

, Geilerators 5
Uizi ~ Heaters 39
iL~7iscellaneous 1£~9
Investi6a~ioizs 1, 792
Progress ~ilsj~ec~cioizs 6,507

To~al 10,259
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The Ghief and sta:c"f of the Division of T~Zechanical Lquipment

and Tnstallatio~~s i,i3an~: Honorab~~ Joseph 1-~. Doorley, Jr. , I~~Iayor

of Providence, and T'=lr, Vincent ~il~;ase; Direci.or bf the Department

= of 3uilditl~ Ins~ec~i;ion, for their vnfailing sup,~ori, and advice to

this Division tilrou~;hou~ ~he year.
,

i~espectiully submittecl,

Lloyd L. Salisbur.y, Chief
1'-iechanical Equil~ment, and
Installa~cions Division
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DTVISTOi~S C7F r1Di':IIuISiI~.l~TTUI~,; f~TzD P~iAI~d1~G.Et~~i'~T

The 1~d:ninistratioil Division pro'vides di~ection and

cooru.inar,ion over ~Lhe business mana~;emen~t functions oi ~clze Del~ar~~-

' , ment of Building Tnsbec~ion.

Tn orcier to establish uslifor,ni~t~T in la~-~~ e~~forcer;lEl1'~ ~nd

consis'cency in opera~cing proceclures, ~he Depar~~i.~.ent Iias been

organized t~nder se~arate Divisions. lhrougri ~he i~ivision Chiefs,

Lhe ac~tivi~y of eac~i oi' -~hese Divisions is coorciinated by the

Director.

The Division performs ad~uinistrative research and

investi~atio:z, budg~tin~, personilel, recoru.s maiza~ement and forms

co~ltrol, ,~urcha.sing and supl~lies. This Divisioiz also researclzes,

investigu'~es, and prepares vJritten adi.~inis~~rative procedures and

sysi.erns, furilishes reco~lu-.zeizdations ancl advice i~~ i~s sev~ral areas

to Depart.r~ient su~ervisioii and manage~~ien-~. The Divisionfs

respoizsi'~ilities i~zcluc~e ~rel~aring ~ayrolls, car ullo~rances,

purel~iase orc~ers, in-cer-del~~r~~~ienta~_ orciers, aild other related

c~ocumen~s. ~ ~

The Division collec~s fees for various tyl~es of perinits,

liceilses, Ganing, Buil.ding and Housing Boarc~ applications for

exceptions and variai~ces.

The Division co?lectea ~~s$,914.1~ in. fees for the entire

Department .

The Direci,or ser'ves as the policy ma~~ing ancl coordinating head

of the Department to tiie enci that the Department may func ~ion still

i;~ore effectively through planning, direction and coordination.
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~Fi v lii`J V L +.J Ul 11' iliR.Y

To t Vincent DiI~~,ase, Director

Subjec~: ~,ees collec~~ed by all Divisions oi the Depar~ment of

Building Inspec~cion in the City of Providence, Rhode lsland, and

the sar~ie deposited at City Collector t s Gffice for the liscal year

star~cing Oc~~ober 1, 196& and ending Septem'aer 30, 196g inclusive.

Total Collections and Deposits y~~~,°1J~.1&

Total Collected U;;T Znter-Ofiice Divisions:

Structures aild Zoning Division ~39,215.22
Electrical Division 17,2$4.51
i~Zechanical Division 19,220.97
Plw.nbing ~: 17rainage Division 11, $53.I~$
Zoning Board 960.00
Buildiizg Boarc 370,00
rious i ng Boa rd l0 . 00

~~s$, 911~.1$

Respectfully submitted,

T~Iarie D~Elena
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DIVISTUN OF CODL LT~IFORCEI~i~~ T

The Iiousing Code is basically a maintenance code tivhich also

regulates the environmental factors of residential builainss and

a in the case oi ren-t~.l property} ~the facilities that r~us~t be

sul~plied by the la~ic~lord .

'Th~ Housi~~ Tnspec~cion Divisior. has ~he responsibility zor

carryin~ out area U;r are~~, citywide Housing Ins~ec~ions in order to

co~nply ti,ri~h cert~i~z Federal req~uirernents for receri,ific~ i;ion of the

~~Jorlcable Prograri ior Coi;u.iunitf Improver~ei~t. Tlie Cii.y of Provic~ence,

by 1lavinb a Ldoilsable Progr~i;~ a~~roved by the Federal De~~.rtr~en~ of

Housing and Urban Develol~me~z~, is ~~lius eligible for Federal

monetary assisi,ance in a c~ricie range of ~rograrns including Tiodel

- Gities, Ur'oan P~enetJal, Sleighborhooc~ lieveloNment, a~1~ Code Enforceinent.

The Code ~niorcer~ient Division can also reriiove buildings which

have becorae a hazarct, nuisance, or have beco~ne vacan~ ancl vandalized.

During 1g6~ ~iie Code Ens"orcei~ient Division rer~loved ~ti~~o (2) builclings.

During the year 196~S-19u9, i,he Division of Code Lnforcenient

referreci to the Department of Building Ins~aec~ion 3,063 complaints

which they uncovered cluring their survey. These coi.i~laints ilad to

be verified b;T t~1e iour Divis~on~of the Depar~tment of Building

Inspection beFor~ a viola~ion r~otice was sent to the Ow~.1er. Also,

y before tile peri~iit ~;~~as issued for this worl~, zoning had to be checked

_ to be sure ti1~t the premises z~~rere not in viola~io~z of the Zoning

Ordinance . `1'i~e Department of builci in~ Inspe ction, Uecause it has

qualifiea ex~er~s lI1 Structures, Llectrical, i`fechanical ~~izd Plumbing

fields, inspected and supervisec~ all the V~rorl: until completed~
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FIRL PRi;V~:~i~TTIOT~i BURL,AU

~i'he Fire 1'revention Bureuu and the Department oi Euilding

Inspectioi~ frea,uently discuss plans on pro~ose~. net~a buildings and

_ al~erations so as to define and se~; standards, before the Department

of Buildin.g Irlspec~io~z issu~s a permit for tiie ~,rorlc.

Institutes anci or~aniza-~io~1s nov~r put greater stress on fire

safety in planned structures. ~,very ne~~r propose:~ ~roject includes a

sec-tioii S~Fire Precaut~ on~ry iTeasures~t, covering everything affec~ing

the building's Fire safety—e.g., the combustibility oi the

builcii.lg materials, tile fire resistance of tihe structure as a whole,

the classificatioiz of machines according to potential. fire hazar~,

outside and inside vrater requirer~ients, the dailger of e~.plosion in

_ v~riaus areas a~1d outside installa~ions af a plant, ancl protection

of builc~ings and structures 1rT1'tll stationary exti~~~uishing uni-ts,

automatic signaling, ei,c. Thus, ii, is e~.sier fbr planners to arrive

at the righi, de;re~ o~ fire precaution in a giveiZ building.

The F~.re Prevention Bureau during their routine inspections

uncover violatioizs of the Bui?cling Code. These violations are

referred to ~he Depari,ment oi Bu:i_lding Tnspection for investigation.

The ~irector direc~s the viola~io~i i,o one of the four

D~.visions; nar~sely, Division of Structures and Zoning, 'h'lectrical,

' I~Iechanical, and t lumbing.

The proper Division makes:--

(1) k re-inspection of premises

(2} Sends ou~t letter to o~~mer informing hir,1 of violation

(3 ) Issues a per;nit for the work

(1~) Supervises vJork until viola~ion is corrected
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If viola~ion is not corrected v~ithin thirty (30) days from

~i1e date of notice, the Departr~lent of Builcling Inspect~ oiz insti~;u-~es

legal action against the oti~Jner. Most cases involving code violations

~•Jere resolved a~zd cases disn~.ssed by the ti:~ie o.c ~he hearing,

I~Se are waiting for the ap~~roval of the ~~Fire Preve,ztion Code ~~

- by the City Council, vJhich v,rill aicl the Fire Prevencion Bureau ~o

force cornpliance i~~ serious cases through Iegal ac~cion.

The adop~ion of the Fire Prevention Code ~Jill produce good

results ii coupled with a sounci enforceinent prograrn.
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HISTORIC DISTRIC^1 COa;~ITSSION

Preservation of our conu~~ion cultural heritage is a moral

obligation vJhich res~s squarely on the siloulders of every c~tizen.

' Since t~lorld ~.Tar TI, a neti~1 ~eneratio~~ of Araericans has av~akened to

~Lhe importanc~ of historic preserva~icn and in so c~o~ng they are

givin~ the movernent stron~ impetus anu. broader sco~e . Unce

concerned prii~~rily ~n~ith saving and restoring notable individual

buildings as historic house museuriis, the inovemen~ noT~ seel>s to

per~etuate our r,~uciz ti~~.der heri-cu~e o~ his~torf and archi~;ecture as

an irreplaceable ~aric oi the li.ving fabric arid ~eaut f of our

co~~ununi~ties. One sul~l,ortec~ cniefly bJ ilistorians a~1d antiquarians,

the move~nerit YlOj7 extencis into all walles of life and ~ouches the ti~~rork

` of planners, arcl:itects, ~ublic officials, realtors, landscape

architec~s, banl;ers, and all t~ie citizens. I~odern preserva~ion is,

~herefore, directed to~-rarcl perpe~uatii~ architectural and

aes~thetic as tiJell as historic ai1~. pa~riotic values; historic

distric~;s as tivell as in~.ividual.ly notable buildings.

The ~~I'~iile of History" along Benefit Stree~c, was res~ored under

an extraordinary prograr~ accornplished 'o f a concerted effor'c of -the

dedicated citizens, unaer the leadership of I`~rs. ~eorge ~. DovJning,

Chairman oi the Historic District Co~~~rnission.

The ~irector of the Department oi Building Inspectioll, as an

. ex-officio member of the Historic District Coi;~unission, sat dura.ng

all their execui,ive sessions ~al~en ma'cters of importance concerning

the Historic District ~Srere aiscussed..
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The His~oric ~istrict Ca~au~~ission must verify all plans before

the Departmeni, of Building Inspeci.ion caiz issue a permit for the

vaor~. ,

The inspectional su~ervi.sion pertaining to beauty and

restora~i,ion is done by I-7rs. Dot•ming. The inspectioi~al supervision

" pertaining to safe~~ is done by the Departmeni of Building

Tnspection.
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R.~T'iOV~LL OT{' JUNI~i,D VEIiICLES

FROIi PRIVI~TL FROPERTY

In ~che past fetr years a grea~ deal has been written, con-

. jectured by ne~-,rsl~apers anc~ nagazines anci a lot of conversation

~,
covering the field of v~rhat to do ~ri~h `r~orn i~lotor vehicles tiahich

are accur~ulating throughout tlle natian on the basis of several

i~illion per yeai^. Various types of ].egislation have been proposed

or already enacted ~;o control junky~zrds, roadside a~pearances and

even the establishment of cen~;ral siations to receive such rnotor

vehicles.

In order i,o a~ least reduce if not eliminate ihis mushroon~.ing

all encoi~lp~_ssing proble~~l of junlied vehicles -- ~~xn Ordiizance Provid-

_ ing f or the Removal of Junl~e~ or ~lbancloned Ve,ii cle s from Priva~t;e

Property'~ vras approved by the City Council on ~-°iay 21, 1965.

Our prograr,~ in the pas~; Jear izas been most successful.

Froi~ January 1, 196~ to Decernber 31, 19b9,-1,G00 veilicles

were reraoved from:

(1) Private Property

(2) Housing Projects

(3) Churches

(4) Schools

'" ( 5 ) Redevelol~rnent I~reas

f {6 ) State-ot~med Property

{%) Cars ~~rith Police Dep~rt~nent Co~.r~;esy T~dotices

All abandoned vehicles i~ere ~:7oved under the direction oi

It'1r. Geor~e F. Thornas, Ins~ec~or from the De~artz;lealt of Building
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Inspection. Equi,~r~lent an.c~ labor used t.~as froin the Highwa. f Department

of Public tilorlis. +~Je are very grateful for the splendid cooperation

from t~~r. Lawrence P. iicGarry, Director of -che Departrnent of Public

ti~~ror~cs .

1^lze problera of junlced cars is ~~ no means a local one. The

- Presiden~c oi che United States has recen~ly shovrn his deep concern

over this prot~3er:i on a nai,ional basis. Ste~s have been taken by

the Federal Governi~ent to combai tlie nuisance of jui~lcyards marring

the landscape on our principal roads throughout the nation.
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TH~ DIR~CTORt S ~.C~1~IVITIES

The Director performs the Engineering Researcli for the

Departm~nt . The provisioils of the Buildiilg Code are not in-tended

- to prevei~t ~he use oz" any material or oi any method of construction

~
not specifically r~lentioned; hoi-~rever, such alternate must be sho~an

to afford Code ~c~uivalenc~. The raj~zdl5r e:~~panding liizes of new

niaterials and methods of cons~ruction are stu~.ied and evaluated for

Code ec~uivalency by tlie Direc~or, New ma~terials, s~ar~clards, and

cechniques may then be incorpora~:ec~ into pro~osed architec~cural

designs. Some curr~nt aP~rovals include netiy types of fire-proofing

na~erial, fire re'cardunt lumber, special ~;~,rali constrvction,

structural frai~1ing systems, and con.zections . The Director has also

• allovred the use o~ cor,iputer solutions iiz structural engineering,

~
To do this, hov~ever, has rec~uired tha~ the Direc'cor remain

knovaledgeaUle oi' current pr~.ctices anc~ develo,~r.~ients in the co~puter

field.

krno~zJ otller functio~ls of i,he Director ~.~ere :~-to review

reques~ed variances ailci e~Lceptions to the puilding Co~e and the

Zoning Ordinance, ancl rnake apl~ropriate recot;lmendation.s ancl send

referrals of tlie ~ro~er sections oz the Ordina~~ces to tize Secre~ary

of the Zoning Board of Review, so tliat the S~cre~ar~r could have the

+ cases advertised in ~iie netirs~aper for public heari~~g.

,_ On Janua.ry 14-20, 1969, the Director atteizded the T~Iid-Year

I-ieetings of the BU~.lding Officials Conference of America, Inc., in

I~~iiami, Florida.

{3~)



He p~rticip~ted in ~he ~roposed co~e changes and also attended

the ~~Central Ci-~ies Coun~il~~ raeeting, ~~hich discussed t~uniform code

enforcementj~. There ti~as consi.derable discussion of current problems

and nevJ prograris of the large cities. Everyoile profited by an

exchange of inforna~tion.

~ On February ̀ ~, 19aq, the Director spo~:e iiz Bristoy, R. I.,

before tl~e loc~m Council and Plar~u~.ing Comr~~ittee, on 'che BOCk Code.

Bristol is the 21st ~ov~n i~z Rizode Island to adopt the BOCA Code.

O~z February 20-21, 1969, the Director attended tr.e ~~~ascern

atates Builc~ing Ufficials Feder~tion School~', z~z :~,~et~r Yor'~ Ciiy.

~l,he Director si~ol;e on s~Code Enforc~rlent~~.

Cn I%rch 7, 1969, the Director as Cl~a.ir~~la.n of BOCK Cons~itution

~.nd By-La~~rs Cor~u:iittee, at-~ende~. a m~ei,ing in i~ietr Haven, Connec~ticut,

so as to revise and propose changes ~o the Consi.i~ution and fiy-Laws.

~ On i~iay 9, 1969, a;, the A~znual i~iee~irig of the Rhode Island

Society of Professional Engineers, ~he Director rec~ivect an ~'Award

For Outstanding Service~P a ~i'he Certificate reacis, YTFor untiring

efiorts on behalf of the engii~eeri~~; pros"ession and vnselfish service

to this Societ f and his f elloT-~ engi~~eers . i4

On r-'Iay 16, l;~c~g, the Director spol,e before the Providence

Chamber of Commerce to inforr+i ther~z about ~the Departi,ient oi

Building Inspectioiz aizci some o~ the l~robler~s that confron~ the

Department.

'~ From P-;~.y 23-31, 1969, ~he Director attended -i,he 54th ~nnual

Coizierence oi the Buil~ing Gfficials Conference of ~merica, in

Rochester, Ne?~r York. The Director r~et t~~rith t17e Constitutioi~ and
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By-Lat~~s Cor;unittee, to iinaliz~ i,he proposeu cl~nges ~,o the

Constitution a~1d By-L~vJs. The changes ~rere later presented to the

r~embership and i~rere approveci unaiiiinously. lhe Director also met

ti~~rith the Centr~.l Ci~ies Council, coi,zposed af building del~artment

adnii~zistrators, ~;o discuss co~~unoiz related probler~is o~ the larger

J cities. There cras a great deal of exchange of inforr~lcl'~lOi1 which

~

v~as beneficial to all. The Director was nar~ed by the President to

tirrite ~~ne Resolui:io~zs for the Con~r~ii~tee %~JIlO arrar~ged the Conference

and for ~he BOC.'~ i~emUers iJl~~o passecl at,ray duriilg zhe year. The

Director ~ool~ part in the cl_iscussio~zs of ~-roposeci Code chan~es.

On the last dasf of ~Lhe Conference, the Director tras~lected 2nd

Vice Presiclent oi t~e Euiluing Officials Conference of Ar~lerica,

Inc. Xt the ~nnual Banquet of BGCk, the Director received ~he

1969 Albert H. Bavsii, Jr. I~Frard in recognition oi' his outstanding

j contribution i,o ~he advancenen'c of the Buildi~lg Inspection

Prvfession, This Avaard is presented annually ~o the outs~canding

Building Official in ~he United Si,ates and Canada.

On June 19, 19u9, the Director lec~ured a~ the Providence

Firemen's Prornotional Scizool, to Lieutenan-ts anci Captains Urho were

preparing to tal>e exai:~ir~tions for higl~er ofi'ice.

On Septer~ber l~, 1969, ~he Director ~~aas on a. panel on an

~ ~ducui:,ia~z Ser~linar o~1 I~i~;ii-I~ise Loud Beariilg Concrete Ilasonry

Structures, helc~ a~ Providence College. The Ser:linar tiaas s~onsored

~ Uy ~~he Tves~ ~ng~anci ChaS~ter of the 1',~,~erican Concrete Institui,e.

Cn SepternUer I~, 1969, the Director spolce before the 1~1ev1

~ngland Association of Fire I•~a.rshals. Subject ~eing—~~Builciing

Codes as an ~:id in Fi.re Preven-cioiz ancl Fire Proi,ection. if
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Duri~ig Uctober 13-17, 1959, tlle Direci;or attendect the

University of Iiassachusetts, "1'~1Ui11Cll~c'~.I BU7.~C~.1I1~'', ~ff1Cl'c?15

Conferencei~. He t~as on the Ins~citu~e Stai'f a~zd presicled at

meetings a~1d lectured on ~~Code Enforcement~t . ~t the e~1d of the

course a Certifica'ce i~ras aw~rdea to hir~~.

On October 21~, 1969, the Director spo~ce bei"ore ~che R. T.

Mu~licipal Chief ~xecu~;ives ~ssocia~tian. Sub ject--S~State-ti~ide

Building Code.~t

On November 13, 19G9, i~he Director lectured or_ ~~BuildilZg

kspects of a Housing Ii~,s~ec~~ionj' sponsored b; the Rhode Islanc

Departrnent of Go~u~lui.ity Affairs, to train i~ls~ectors on a Stzte

level on code a~i;linistratioll, t;iini~um hausin~ code e~lforcei1lent, and

zoning.

The continued public relae,ions progra~n resulted in nurnerous

• other speakin~ engage~nents for the Direc~ar. The ~~iiizary purpose

of this speal~ing engage~~e;~t prograi~i ~s to acquain'c the Public Uaith

the operai,ions os the De~artr~ent . I~lso, ~i~mrlunity organizations

gain an op~ortuilitl to explain their vievrs on some of the coru:ion

problens gaverned by the Building Code and Zoning Orclinance.
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C GiTCLUSI Oi~1

During the pas~. year, as al~rays, the Depar~tment of Building

Inspectior~ continued to strive tovJard encourageineizt oi bet~cer

building construc~ion in ~the City of Providence,...not as ~olicemen

of construci,ion, but ~chrough greater service to the public and the

industry....by ir:iproving procedures, revisinW i,he codes, and aiding

in reclucing construct,ion costs. Such conti~uing effor~s are part

o:C the conscant ef~orL in this direc~ion.

%Te wi11 continue ta r,~ake substa~z~ial progress in these and

other G~rays....all the while increasing our efforts to protect iche

safety of the public.

Enforcer.~ent of dar~laged and abando~Zed build~.ngs ~aas given added

~ inipetus by ~he Director. The Cii,y de~nolished 105 buildings and

placed a lien o~ the ~roper~y as prescribed by lav~. There t~rere

1~21 buildings dei:lolished by ~-aners, raal,ing a total oF 526 buildi,zgs

der~~olished. ^1he Director si:,rove for enforcei~ent rather 'chan legal

prosecution. However, yaheii legal acti.on becarile necessary as a last

resort, success rrus atiained in 100~ oi the cases.

The procedure under ChaPter 164.3, 'if~n Urdinance in f~mendment

of the Building Code ~ertaini~zg ~co ~~Dangerous Structures~~ , t-ras

followed in lieu of legal ac~ion. Uncler this procedure the thmer

~ of record is given noi.ice to appear before the Director for a~~Show

. Cause kdministra~ives~ nearing. T'he Director usua]_ly grants an

exteilsion of ti,ne to give the Owner of proper~y an opportunity to

repair his buildin~ or i:~a.l:e it secure. lf not,hing is done ~~rithin a

reasonable tirne, the Director reports his findings to the Building
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Board of Reviet~r and reques~s ~~,he ~soard to either l~ave the building

inade sai"e or dei~iolished. The Builc~ing Board of Revieta not,ifies the

ova-~zer of the pro~~erty to a~;~ear before the ~oard for a~~Sho~a Cause~'

hearing ancl it either approves, disap~ro~es or ~~odifies t;1e

R Directorls rec~uest..

~ This procec~ure ha.s been verJ successful ancl has resulted in

good public rela-~ions s°~ith ~he C:-,rn~rs because this afforc~s them

, another opportu~iity to presen~ the~r cases before tlZe City is

compelled to cte~~o? ish -~heir ~roper~y.

The enforcei;ient of the t~uil~ing Code aizcl th~ Zoni.ng Ordinance

are necessarj for -the cleveloy~ment of tlle co~_~raunity. T~eir

effectiveness ~<rill Ue grea~ly diininished unless adec~uate a~1d

c~ualiiied personnel is provided. `i'he s~aff sl~.culd be carefu3.1~

' selected and vrell organized ~o serve Lhc jublic eifectivell and

+ efficiently.

'1~he ~epartrnent is Si.i.'+.~_ havii~g cl].f~iCul~:~ i~z obt~ining new

personnel. due to tiie iact thai: ~he compensa~ion oifered by the City

of Providence is not enot:bh to at~ract competen~ aizd qualified

pe rso~inel .

The Department lost five (~~ Professional ~n~ineers arid

l~rchitects, and have r~ot bee.i ab~e to replace them. ~1e also lost

eight ($) inspec~ors.

It would be in the public interest if the State o~r Federa.l

~ Government t~,~ould. subsidize the salaries so as to attrac~ Engineers,

Archi~~ects and qualifier~ Inspectors, Unless this is done there

~vi.11 Ue a tir~le v~hen structures ~rili be built vaith no inspection,
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in the mids~~ of g•rea~ .zumbers of people. Tle vaill, at such a time,

have to live t.rith ovr pas~t -r~~is~alces sittin~ ar~longs~ us ready at any

~oment to fal~Ler and iail, causing great tragedy.

In spi~:e of ~l.e shorta~e of Persoiznel the Depari.rne~zt has

rendered gooci service to the conununity. This i~ras accor,i~lished as

a result of the en~loyees wo~ki~ig v~ri~~h dectica~ioil and purpose

iuzcler a very heavy ti~rorl; schedule ~o serve all in ~che vest manner

possible .

The continued lo;~al.ty of the er~lployees, and gL?idance and

cooperatioil extendeu by His Honor the T;iayor, have greaLl;r assisted

in ti~e solution o~' rnaily problel:s tilhicn arose during tiie year. FOr

their ass~.stance I express :~iy deep a~;~recia ~ion.

Respec~cfull f subiaitted,

~ Vincent DiT~k~.se, P,E.
Director
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