@ity of Providence

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
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CHAPTER 1997-75

No. 661 AN ORDINANCE perTAINING TO THE

ASSESSMENT OF FEES TO REDUCE EXCESSIVE
AVOIDABLE FALSE FIRE ALARMS, AS AMENDED

Approved November 26, 1997
Be it ordained by the City of Providence:

SECTION 1. Section 9-94 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby repealed

and the following is substituted therefor:

Section 2. Section 9-94. Excessive avoidable false fire alarm
fees.

Section 3. Findings.

(1) The City Council finds that high incidence of false alarms
and/or malfunctions causes a significant diversion of the
manpower and resources of the fire department by causing the
dispatch of units to the scene of a false alarm or alarm
malfunction which renders them out of service and unavailable
to respond to legitimate emergency situations.

(2) The City Council finds that the continued high incidence
of false alarms and/or malfunctions are a threat to the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Providence.

(3) The City Council finds that a revision of the procedures to
control excessive multiple false alarms and alarm malfunctions
would serve the public health, safety and welfare.

Section 4. Definitions.

(1) Avoidable false alarm means the activation of any alarm
which results in the response of the fire department and is
caused by the negligence or intentional misuse (including such
activitation caused by heat smoke or fire) of the system by the
owner or his/her/its employees, servants, agents, or guests or
any other activation including activation caused by heat,
smoke or fire, but shall exclude a false alarm malfunction as
defined below.
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(b) Avoidable fire alarm malfunction means the activation of
any alarm which results in the response of the fire department
and such activation is caused by mechanical failure,
malfunction, improper instailation. or lack of proper
maintenance: and for any other response for which the fire
department personnel are unable to gain access to the premises
for any reason, or are unable to determine, after reasonable
inquiry, the apparent cause of the aiarin activation .

Section 5. The owner of any premiises shall be responsible

for any avoidable false alarms and avoidable false alarm
malfunctions occurring at those premises. Incidents shall be
cumulative for all realty held in that name. The following fees
shall be assessed for avoidable false alarms and avoidable false
alarm malfunctions, per annum:

Incidents: Fees:

0-10 $.0

11-20 $50.00 per incident
21-50 $200.00 per incident
in excess of 50 $300.00 per incident

Section 6.  The Director ot Communications shall notity

by registered mail, return receipt requested, and by regular
mail, the owner of any premises at which the maximum
number of exempted avoidable false alarms and avoidable
false alarm malfunctions has occurred.

Section 7. A written order assessing said tees due in
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be
mailed to the owner of the subject premises by the Director of
Communications or his or her designee within fifteen (15)
days of that assessment.
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Section 8. The owner shall be entitled to appeal the order of
the Director of Communications or his or her des

appeal shall be in writing within ten (10) days afiGBSRGANSSADR

said order to the Commissioner of Public Safety or his or her

esignee in writing, stating the reasons why“h@ordershould - -

be withdrawn. The..Commissioner of Public Safety shall
review the facts and circumstznces of the order and shall
determine (a) whether the owner has shown good cause that
the order should be vacated or modified or (b) whether the
order assessing the fee should be affirmed.

A v i

R
)-‘l

Section 9. The Director of Communications and the Commissioner of
Public Safety are authorized to promulgate rules and regulations

necessary to effect this Ordinance.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take ctfect upon its passage.

Page




— IN CITY
o couce COUNCIL

N o gloaT NOV./2 0 1997

NAL READING

. m" EADAND PASSED
MW% o , ;E/. Dy

CLERK

APPROVED
‘ ‘;NOV 26 1997
(/Mwa\éa;&% .

MAYOR
/




