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., THE CITY C~F PROVIDENCE
STAiE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROViDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLU~TION OF TH E CITY COU NCI L~ ~
No. 3 ~..z ` . ~ ~ E . V

. ,~.•. ~
' ~' ~ ~ ~Approued May 9 , - 19,8 ~ ~ ,

~ , t

RESOLVED, That the Members of the Providence City,Council
~ ~ , '' ~

hereby urge the Rhode Island General Assembly to pass{tYie ::,

. following Legislation: ` ;.

84 H-7455 - AN ACT RELATING TO THE PROVIDENCE CONVENTICN

AUTHORITY, which would make it clear that the Authority may use.

room tax revenues not channeled to the Greater Providence Convention

and Visitors Bureau for its authorized expenditures in addition

to promoting tourism and conventions in Providence. This

authorization is necessary so that the Authority can retain_

advisors and consultants and conduct its business as mandated by

the Act which cr_eated the Authority and also clarify the status

of the members of the Authority .and make a provision for determining

a quorum;

84 H-7914 - GENERAL AID, which would decrease the currently

authorized statutory city and town share of income and sales tax

to 1/ of the receipts;

84 H-7932 - SCHOOL AID, which would increase the state's

share for local education one percent (1%) per year over the next

twelve (12) years to the point that the state and local share will

each be fifty percent (50/); ~

84'H-9011 - BENEFIT A5SESSMENT DISTRICT5~ which would a~low

cities and towns to establish special services and higher levels

of services supported by a special assessment in the district

where the service is provided.
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April 16, 1984

Honorable Carolyn F. Brassil
Councilwoman
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Re: Convention Authority of the City of
Providerice/H-7h55

Dear Carolyn:

At the request of Arthur Robbins, we are enclosing
a copy of H-7455, An Act Relating to the Providence Conven-

, tion Authority. The bill was introduced at the Authority's
request by Representative Freda and Representative 5keffingtori.
We are also enclosing a copy flf an explanation of the bill for

. your review.

Thank you for your assistance. Please let me know
if you have any questions or concerns.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

5tephen Lichatin III

SL/am
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Arthur S. Robbins

By Messenger



AN ACT
REL~TED TO TflE CONVENTION AUTHORITY

OF THE C3TY OF PROV3DENCE

Introduced Sy;

Date Introduced:

Referred To:

It is enacted-by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Sections 8, 9 and l0 of Chapter 84 of the

public 1aws, January Session, I980, entitled "AN ACT Relating

To Taxation vn Rooms in any Hote1, ~Iotel o,r Other:DZace in

Which a Charge is Made for Transient Lodging in the City of

Providence," are hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 8. ° -- There ~i~~XX/,~~/f~~t~r~~~s~/~%¢t~P~1~~~~i~9~~

y~yi,~1~~~~'Yf is her~~v authorized, creat~c~ and estab-

lished a public cor~oration to be known as the "Convention

Authoritv" =aith svch powers as are set forth in this act,

and all room tax revenues coilectea ~y the City of -

Providenc~ shall be remitted to the Authority within five

(5) working days, less a reasonable sum {not to exceed 5~

of the revenues callected) to oifset the administrative

expense of the City Tax Collector.

Sec. 9. -- The Authority shall be comprised of seven

(7) equal members: The Holiday Inn, The Marriott Inn and
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the Biltmore P~aza or their succ~ssors sha1.1 also be ,~

members, in a3dition to the President of the Greater

Providence Con~ention and Visitorys Bureau, The

remain.ing members shail be appointed by the Mayor from a.

list of individuals recommended by the Greate*'Providence

Gonvention and Visitors Bureau.

Those members appointe3 by the Mayor shall serve a

three (3) year tetm except that in making the initial aa-

pointments the Mayor shall appoint one {1) member for a

term of three (3) years, one (1) m.embe,r for a term of two

(2) years, and one (1) member for a term of one {1} year.

The members of the Convention Authority shall serve'

without comvensation.

The Convention Authority shall meet ~i~pi;~piY~

not less than four (4} times per year at a time to be

designated. Spzcial meetings of the Authority may be
~ .

called by the Chairperson upon the giving of five (5).days

written notice to ail members of the Authority.

Sec. 10. -- The Authority shall be required to fund

the Greater Providence Convention and Vistors Bureau with

one hundred (100) percent of all revenues received from the .

City of Providence until such funding to the Greater

Providence Conventiorr and Vistors Bureau_aggregates one'

hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000.00) per year.
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Thezeafter the Authority shall be required to fund the

~ Bureau with a minimum of seventy-five (75) percent of all

funds received from the City of Providence in excess of one

hi:ndred fifty thousand dol.lars (~150,000.00) per year. All

. :funds not channeled by the Convention Authority to the

i Greater Pravidence Conve.ntion and Visitors Bureau shall be

used by the Convention Authority for its authoriie~3

~ expen~itures and to promvte conventions ar.d tourism in the

City of Providenee.

SECTION 2. Chapter 84 of the public laws, Ja:nuary
~

Session, 1980, entitled "AN ACT Relating To Taxation on Rooms

in any Hotel, Motel or Other Place in Which a Charge is Made

for Transient Lodging in the City of.Providence," is hereby

amended by adding thereto the following sections:

Sec. 13. -- Except to the extent inconsis~ent with any

, sPecific ~rovision of this act, the Authoritv shall have

~ . -
ower•

~ , (a) To sue and be sued, complain and defend, in its

Corporate name.

(b) To have a seal which mav be altered at pleasure

and to use the same by causinq it, or a faesimile thereof,.

, to be im~ressed or affixed or in anv other manaer repro-

I duced.

- 3 -
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(c) To-purchas2, take, receive, lease, or otherwise

~~ acauire, own, hold, improve, use and otherwise deal in and

with, real or oersonal propertv, or anv interest therein,

wherever situated.

. (d} Ta make contracts.

(e) To conduct its activities, ~arry on its opera-

tions, and have offices and exercise the powers qranted b~v

' this act, within or withaut the state.

(f) To elect or appoint officers and aqents of ~he

Authoritv, and define their duties and tix their comnensa-

tion.

(q) Ta make and alter b_y-laws, not inconsistent with

this act, for the administration and regulation of the

affairs of the Authority, and such bv-laws mav contain

Erovisions indemnifvinq anv ~erson who is or was a member,

officer, employee or aqent of the Authority, or is or was
I • .

servinq at the recruest of the Authority as a director,

• member, officer, employee or aqent of another corporation,

~artnership, ~oint venture, trust or other enterprise, in

the manner and to the extent ~rovided in ~ 7-1.1-4.1 of the

Rhode Island business corooration act.

(h~ To have and exercise all po~aers necessarv or

convenient for the conduct of its business.

r 4 -
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(i) To enqaae from time to time on a Zimited contract

basis the servic~s of consultants; includinq but not

limited to, attorneys, accountants, financial experts and

such other advisors, consul-tants and aqents as may be

necessary in its jud4ment, to render professional and

technical assistance and advice to the Authority.

(j) To fix the compensat:.on of consultants engaqed in

the manner described in subsec~ion (i) above:.

Sec. 14. -- No contract or tr.ansaction between the~

Authority and anY other corpora~ion, partnership, associa-

tion or other orqanization in which one or more of its ,

officers or members are direc~ors or officers or have a

financial interest shall be void or voidable nor sha11 such

officer or member be liable with respect to such contract

or transaction solely ~oc this reason, or solelv because

the officer or member is present at or Aarticipates in the

meeting which authorizes the contract or transaction, or

solel~ because his or her vote is counted for such purpose,

if: .

(a) The material facts as to his or her interest or

relationship and as to the contract or transaction are

disclosed or are known to the members, a nd the members in

good faith authorize the contract or transaction bv a vote

sufficient for such purpose without counting the vote of

the interested member; or
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(b) The contract or ~ransaction is fair as to the
~ .

Authority as of the time it is authorized, approved or

ratified bv the members.

Interested members may be counted in determiniriq the

~ presence of a quorum at a meetinq of inembers which authorizes

the contract or tzansaction.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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~ . " EXPLANATION OF

. . .

AN ACT

RELATZNG TO THE - .

I ~ ON NTION AQTHORITYC VE .

, - OF 2HE

_ CITY OF PROVIDENCE

This Act would change the number of mandatory meetings

held per year by the Auti~.ority. It would also set forth the

specific. powers of the Authority as a public corporation and

would clarify the status of inembers of tlie Authority. ,

This

,
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Act would take effect on passage.
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i POLICY STATEMENT
i

RE: AN ACT RELATING TO THE
CONVENTION AUTHORITY OF.THE
CITY OF PROVTDENCE

This Act would amend Chapter 84 of the public

~ laws, January sessicn, 1980, which created the Convention

Authority of the City of Providence.

The praposed amendment would change the number

oi mandatory neetings held per year by the Authority from
' ,~

twelve to four. It would .aIso set forth the specific powers

of the Authority as a public corporation, including:

1. The power to sue and be sued, complain

and defend,'in its corporate name;

2. To have a seal; -

3. To make contracts;

' 4. Ta own, hold or use personal or real

_ property; 
t,

5. To elect or appoint officers or agents`

I ` and to define tfieir duties;

~ 6. To make and alter by-Iaws;

~ 7. To have and exercise all powers necessary

Por the conduct of its business; and

8. Ta engage consultants from time to time

on a limited contract basis, including attorneys,

accountants, financial experts and.such,other

advisors as'may be necessary to render professional

and technical advice to the Authority.
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The Act would also make it clear that the Authority

may use room tax revenues not channeled to the Greater Pro~~idence

• Convention and Visitors Bureau for its authorized expenditures.

in addition to promoting tourism and conventions in Providence.

This authorization is necessary so-that tiie Authority can .
~
~ retain advisors and consultants and conduct its business as

, mandated.by the Act which created the Authority.

i The Act would also ciarify the status of the members. - ' 
~ \.vf the.A.uthority and make a provision for determining a quorum.


