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CHAPTER 19~2-43

~0. 3 31 ~j,N ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PROVIDENCE APPROVING THE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN AND THE
FEASIBILITY OF RELOCATION FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Approved September 11, 1972

~e it ordained by the City of Providence:
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Title I of the Housing Act of 19~+9,

as amended, the Secret ary of Housing an d Urb an Development is authorized to
provide financial assistance to Local Public Agencies for unclertaking and
carrying out Neighborhood Development Programs; and

WHEREAS, it is provided in such Act that contracts for financial aid
thereunder shall require that the Urban Renewal Plan for the respective urban
renewal area comprising the Neighborhood Development Program be approved by
the governing body of the locality in which the area is situated and that
such approval include findings by the governing boc~y that: (1) the financial
aid to be provided in the contract is necessary to enable the Program to be
undertaken in accordance with the Urban Renewal Plan; (2) the Urban Renewal
Plan will afford maximum opportunity, consistent with the sound needs of the
locality as a whole, for the rehabilitation or redevelopment of the urban
renew al area by private enterprise; (3) the Urban Renewal Plan conforms to a
general plan for the development of the locality as a whole; and (~+) the
Urban Renewal Plan gives due consideration to the provisions of adequate park
and recreational areas and facilities, as may be desirable for neighborhood
improvement , with special consideration for the health, safety, and welfare
of children residing in the general vicinity of the sites covered by the Plan;
an d

WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Providence
Redevelopment Agency (hereinafter called the "Loca1 Public Agency") undertake
and carry out the Neighborhood Development Program (herein called the "Program")
identified as the Neighborhood Development Program and encompassing the area
bounded by Atwells Avenue to the north; Knight and Bridgham Streets to the east;
Cranston, Messer and Wood Streets to the south; and the easterly taking lines
of the Dennis J. Roberts Expressway and the Proposed Route 6 Connector to the
west; in the City of Providence, State of Rhode Island (hereinafter called the
"Locality";) and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Agency has applied for financial assistance under
such Act and proposed to enter into a contract with the Department of Hottsing and
Urban Development for the undertaking of, and for making available financial
assistance for, the Program; and

~ WHEREAS, the Loca1 Public Agency has made studies of the location, phys.ical
condition of structures, land use, environmental influences, and social, cultural
and economic conditions of the urban renewal area or areas comprising the Progra,m
and has determined that the areas are deteriorated, blighted areas and that they
are detrimental and a menaee to the safety, health, and welfare of the inhabitants
and users thereof and of the locality at large,:because of buildings or improvements,
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either used or intended to be used for living, commercial, industrial or oth~er
purposes, or any combination of such uses, which by reason of (1) dilapidation,
deterioration, age or obsolescence, (2) inadequate provision for ventilation,
light, sanitation, open spaces and recreation facilities, (3) high density of
population and overcrowding; (~+) defective design or unsanitary or unsafe
character or conditions of physical construction, (5) defective or inadequate
street and lot layout, (6) mixed character, shifting or deterioration of uses

~ to which they are put, or any combination of such factors ancl chaxacteristics
are conducive to the further deterioration and decline of the area and
injuriously effect the entire area. The members of this.Governing Body have
been fu11y apprised by the Local Public Agency and are aware of these facts
and conditions ; and

WHEREAS, there has been prepaxed and referred to the City Council of the
Locality (herein called the "Governing Boc~y") for review and approval, Urban
Renewal Plan for Urban Renewal Area (1), dated 1972-1973, and consisting of
38 pages, 3 e~ibits and 11 maps, supported by the following supplimentary
material, data, and recommendations not a part of the Urban Renewal Plan:
Relocation Activity Report, consisting of 7 pages and 3 exhibits, and General
Relocation Plan, consisting of ~+l pages; and

WHEREAS, the Urban Renewal Plan has been approved by the Governing Body of
the Local Public Agency, as evidenced by the copy of said Body's duly certified
resolution approving the Urban Renewal Plan which is attached thereto; and

WHEREAS, a general plan has been prepared and is recognized and used as a
guide for the general development of the locality as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission, which is the duly designated and acting
official planning body for the Locality, has submitted to the Governing Body its
report and recommendations respecting the Urban Renewal Plan for the Urban
Renewal Area comprising the Program and has certified that the Urb an Renewal Plan

'_ conforms to the general plan for the Locality as a whole, and the Governing Body
< ~ has duly considered the report, recommendations, and certification of the planning~

boc~y; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Agency has prepared and submitted a program for the
relocation of individuals and families that may be displaced as a result of caxrying
out the Program in accordance with the Urban Renewal Plan; and

WHEREAS, there have also been presented to the Governing Boc~y information and
data respecting the relocation program which has been prepaxed by the Loca1 Public
Agency as a result of studies, surveys, and inspections in the area comprising the
Program and the assembling and analysis of the data and information obtained from
such studies, surveys and inspections; and

WHEREA~, the members of the Governing Body have general knowledge of the
conditions prevailing in the urban renewal area and of the availability of proper
housing in the locality for the relocation of individuals and families that may be
displaced by the Program and, in the light of such knowledge of local housing
conditions, have carefully considered and reviewed such proposals for relocation;
and

WHEREAS, it is necessary that the Governing Body take appropriate official
action respecting the relocation program and the Urban Renewal Plan for the Programs,
in conformity with the contracts for financial assistance between the Loca1 Public
Agency and the United States of America, acting by and through the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development; and

~ WHEREAS, the Governing Body is cognizant of the conditions that are imposed
in the undert aking and carrying out of urban renewal activities and undertaking
with Federal financial assistance under Title I, including those prohibiting
discrimination because of race, color, creed, or national origin.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PROVIDENCE:
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l. That it is hereby found and determined that the urban renewal area
comprising the Program are deteriorated, blighted areas and qualify as eligible
areas under Title ~+5, Chapters 31-33 of the General Laws of Rhode Islan d, 1956,
as amended.

2. That the Urban Renewal Plan for the Program, having been duly reviewed
and considered, are hereby approved, and the City Clerk be and is hereby directed

^ to file said copy of the Urb an Renewal Plan with the minutes of this meeting.

tJ
3. 'I`hat it is hereby found and determined that where clearance is proposed

that the objectives of the Urban Renewal Plan cannot be achieved through more
extensive rehabilitation of portions of the urban renewal area comprising the
Program.

~+. 'I`hat it is hereby found and determined that the Urban Renewal Plan for
the Program conforms to the general plan of the Locality.

5. That it is hereby found and determined that the financial aid to be
provided pursuant to the contracts for Federal financial assistance pertaining to
the Program is necessary to enable the Program to be undertaken in accordance
with the Urban Renewal Plan for the area comprising the Program.

6. That it is hereby found and determined that the Urb an Renewal Plan for the
urb an renewal area comprising the Program will afford maximum opportunity,
consistent with the sound needs of the Locality as a whole, for the renewal of the
area by private enterprise.

7. That it is hereby found and determined that the Urb an Renewal Plan for the
urban renewal area gives due consideration to the provision of adequate park and
recreational areas an d facilities, as may be desirable for neighborhood improvement,
with special consideration for the health, safety, and welfare of children residing
in the general vicinity of the sites covered by the Plan.

~ 8. 'I`hat it is hereby found and determined that the Program for the proper
relocation of individuals and families displaced in carrying out the Urban Renewal
Plan in decent, safe, and sanitary dwellings in conformity with acceptable
standards is feasible and can be reasonably and timely effected to permit the
proper prosecution and completion of the Plan; and that such dwellings or dwelling
units available or to be made available to such displaced individuals and families,
are at least equal in number to the number of displaced individuals and families,
are not generally less desirable in regard to public utilities and public and
commercial facilities than the dwellings of the displaced individuals and families
in the area comprising the Program, are available at rents or prices within the
financial means of the displaced individuals and families, and are reasonably
accessible to their places of employment.

9. 'I`hat, in order to implement and facilitate the effectuation of the
Urb an Renewal Plan hereby approved, it is found and determined that certain
official action must be taken by this Body with reference, among other things,
to changes in zoning, the vacating and removal of streets, alleys, and other
public ways, the establishmen~ of new street patterns, the location and relocation
of sewer and water mains and other public facilities, and other public action, and,
accordingly, this Body hereby (a) pledges its cooperation in helping to carry out
the Urban Renewal Plan, (b ) requests the various officials , departments , boaxds ,
and agencies of the Locality having administrative responsibilities in the premises
likewise to cooperate to such end and to exercise their respective functions and
powers in a manner consistent with the Urban Renewal Plan, and (c) stands ready
to consider to take appropriate action upon proposals and measures designed to
effectuate the Urban Renewal Plan.
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10..That financial assistance under the provisions of Title I of the Housing
Act of 19~9, as amended, is necessary to en~ble the land in the area comprising
the Program to be renewed in accordance with the Urban Renewal Plan for the
Prograan, and accordingly, the proposed Program and the annual increment are
approved and the Local Public Agency is authorized to file an application for
financial assistance under Title I.

11. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

ATTEST:
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CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER

The undersigned hereby certifies that:

l. He is the duly qualified and acting City Clerk of the
City Council of the City of Providence (hereinafter called the
"Governing Body") and the custodian of the records of the Governing
Bod,y, including the Journal of the Proceedings of the City Council,
and is duly authorized to execute this certificate.

2. Attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a resolution,
including the WHEREAS clauses, adopted at a meeting of the Governing
Boc~y held on the day of , 1972.

3. Said resolution has been duly recorded in the minutes of
said meeting and is now in full force and effect.

~+. Said meeting was duly convened and held in a11 respects in
accordance with law and the by-laws of the~City Council of the City
of Providence. To the extent required by law or said by-laws, due
and proper notice of said meeting was given. A 1ega1 quorum of
members of the Governing Body was present throughout said meeting
and a legally sufficient number of inembers of the Governing Boc~y

~ voted in the proper manner for the adoption of said resolution.
All other requirements and proceedings under law, said by-laws,
or otherwise, incident to the proper adoption of said resolution,
including any publication, if required by law, have been duly
fulfilled, carried out and otherwise observed.

5. If the seal appears below, it constitutes the official
seal of the City Council of the City of Providence and was duly
affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was
signed. If no seal appears below, the City Council of the City
of Providence does not have and is not legally required to have
an official seal.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set his hand
this day of , 1972.

City Clerk

~
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COMMITTE~ ON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT
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~ HEARTNQ IN R~;: AM~;NDMENT TO THE ~
~ REDEVELOl'MENT PLAN CONCERNIIdQ~ PROPOSED SITE

IMPROVII~IEN'rS FOR WEST BROADbJAY PROJECT ~
N0. A2-1.

~

~ ~ ~ ~ # ~ ~ ~t # ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

MAY 2, 1972

providence Citg Hall

Providenc~, Rhode Tsland

BEFORE:

, Cou~acilman Joseph F. Prete, Chairman, presiding
Councilman Robert F. Lynch, Vice Chairman
Councilman Edward S. Xavier
Councilman Thomas W. Pearlman
Vincent Veapia, City Clerk
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~ Mr. V.~SPIA .. Ladies and gentlemen, this

is a public he~rfng before the Committee on Urban

Radenelopmen t, Renewal and Plannfng, and it concerns

an ordinance amended of and in addition to Chapte.r

1971-~4 af the ardinance of ths City o£ Providence,

en~itled An Ordinance Approving and Adopting the

OPfic3al Redevelapment Plan for West Broadway, Urbar~

Renewal Area Number One.

The membera of the ~ommittee on the ro~trutn

compose of Councilman Joseph F. Prete, the Chairman

at the microphone, to his lef t fs Councilman Edward S.

~~ Xavier, and his right Councilman Robert F. Lynch.

This is a public hearing on that matter, and

we have a verbatim procedure, iP you are to addreas the

Committee, you can uge the microphone in the center of

the room here, and please remember the young lady is

taking verbatim and bear with her, and don't speak

too rapidly as I usually do when i get tao excited.

Mr. Prete?

Mr. PRETE. Ladies and gentlemen, everq

person present wi11 haee her or his say. We will Pirst

have Mr. Pallozzi and any members of his staPf who

desire to speak. T'he same thing halds trus £or ~ou



3

., people that are presen t. I onl~r hope that the people

that speak wer~ going to give a five-minute limit and

not to be repetitious. Thank you, Mr. Vincent Palloz2iE

Mr. PALLOZZI. Mr. Chairman, members of the

Committee, ladies and gentlemen: My name is Vincent

Pallozzi, I am the F.~cecutive Director oP the Providence

Redevelopmen t Agency.

"Before I get involvad in the actual physical
changes contemplated under the proposed ordin-
ance as submitted by the PRA I would like to
make cornments concerning the proposed budget
set forth in the proposed ordinance.

As you will note the grosa program cost is
$5,707,185. the amount originally approved ~

~~ by the Ci ty Council was $I~, ?78, 330. f'or a
~- diPference oP $928,855. This increase is

represented by a $625,000 Pederal-capital
grant which increases the budget by $833,333•~3~

t - when you add ta the $625,000 the local share.
In addition there was inadvertently included
in the Wes t Broadway Financirag Plan the su~;
of $198,2t~.2 whioh should have been included
in the Model Ci ti es bud~et for si te improvemen ts
which is presently underway. This item is
being tr.ansferred Prom one projec t to another.

This is a maximixm budget - wh3ch may not be
spen t depending an ac tual cos ts . There is na
statement being made here tonight that this is
the amoun t ac tually spen t. The amoun t to be
apent if this is approved is the actual costs
incurred af ter the si te impravemen t work goes
out to bid, and whatever the amoun t of the 1ow
bid is.

What I would like to do at this time, is very
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briefly describe the site improvements we
anticipate undertaking.

The work on Broadway is not a new idsa or
new thou~ht. We have discussed and con-
sidered this for the past 2 or 3 9ears. I
have had manq discussions witii Larr~ McGarry
the Director oP Publia Works as to the neces-
sity for it. It has been voted on and approved
by the Pro jec t Area Commi ttee.

The West ~roadway Project Area for the most
part, has a combin ed Storm & Sanf tary Sys tem.
IP you don't know what a combined system is --
let me explain. A combined system means that
all the sewerage Prom our homes in addition
to all the rain water from the s treets goes
in the one system and it is proce9sed through
the sewerage treatmen t plan t in fields Poin t.
What this means, very aimply is if you get
any kind of ~ downpour, automatically the
sewerage treatment plant becomes unable to
handle it ~nd in many instancea raw sewage
is dumped into the bay. -

It is the intention of the Department of
Public Works to separate the entire system
throughaut the Ci ty oP Providence. I have
a letter here from the Depar~ment o£ Public
Works signed by Joseph Campo, Deputy Director
addressed to me. It sags, "In order to meet
Federal directive concerning the treatment of
sewage and diacharge of sew~ge to a relfef-
type of system it~to a surface body of' rwater,
this department ia implementin~ a program to
de~ign a storm separatian project, which will
embrace the ent3re Ci ty. Currently Wi thin
the Ci ty your departmen t has under various
sta~es af design and construction, certain
areas for the renewal oP supporting aervicea,
including the resurPacing of streets, rebuild-
ing oP aidewalka, etc. Thia Departanent ia
formally requesting that any projects now
being designated for f'unding purposes such
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as the West Broadway Project or any Puture
projects include a provision for a storca
separation system. Very truly yours,
Joseph J. Gampo, Deputy Director. "

Which means, very simply, the City plans to
undsrtake the s epara ti on throughou t the en ti r~
Cit~, and wi11 request the Redevelopment
Agency to make the aeparation wi thin i ts pro-
ject areas solely to clear up the problem of
sewage being dumped into the bay.

In addi tion to the separation of the s torm
and sewer system the concrete base oP of
Broadway, based on surveys by the Depa.rtanent
of PLtblic Worka, is crumbl3ng. It is in
dire need of replacement. In Wie~r of my dis-
eussion with the Director, Mr. McGarry, over
the past two years, he has urged our Agency
to attempt to obtain Federal Punds Por the
reconstruc tion of Broadway and na turally at
this time we have. The major problem seems

-~ to be the widening oP Broadway which is our
• secondary reason i'or bein,~ there. We feel

since we ar.e there, aince there +will be
major construction in the Broadway area, we
shoulfl do something with the traffic lanes,
the trafP3c patterns and widening of Broadway.
Broadway at the present time is I~9 Peet wide
from curb to curb. IP you park a car on
either side, th~t leaves you travel lanes of
3~. Peet. If you tr31 to put 1~ cars in 34 Peet,

, it gives you 8 1/2 Peet. If you try to drive
a~ar in 8 1/2 foot lanes, it is dangerous.
What we propoee to do is to widen Broadway
3 1/2 Peet on each side of the street. The
present sidewalks 3n Broe.dwaq are 15 1/2
Peet wide. We propose to reduce the sids-
walks some 3 1/2 feet by relocatin~ the
curbing. This wi11 leave the remaining
sidewalks at 12 Feet. This additional 7
feet will give you a travel right oP way ex-
clusive oP two parking lanes of aome 1~0 Peet
or 10 feet per travel lane which me~~~ tk~~



~- ~ standards required for today's automobile.
May I add that no property acqu3sition will
be neaded tv accomplish thfs widenin~.

I received a letter~Prom the traPPic en~ibeer
oP the City of Providence. It reads, "I have
been contacted by qour office to Purnish you
with my th3nking an the widening oP Broadway.
Broadway i s!~9 f ee t wf de Prom curb to curb in
the area in question. With parking permi tted
on ba th sides, this leaves a travel width of
approxima tely 34 fae t. The tra£ff c volumes
on Broadway. require a t leas t 4 travel lan es .
When you dfv~.d'e 3!~ Peet by 4 lanea you 9ee
that the 4 lanea are only 8.5 Peet wide.
Thi~ would be fine if evez►ybody drove a
Volkswagon. You can realize how desperately
we need a few more feet on each side of
Broadway, just by trytng to drive on the
street two abreast. I cannot think of a wiser
or more benePicial way so spend some money.
Any planner will confirna my statement that

'' traffic congestion is a cause of neighborhood
`' deteriora tion, n~ t to men tion the addi tional

air pollution. We have no reason to believe
that traffic wiZZ Pall oPP from Broadway when
and iP relocated Route 6 is built. Our past
eaperience shows that in this type oP situa-
tfon Vraffic ~rops ofP for a short period of
t3me but then soon reaches previous traffic
volumes. Very truly yours, Frank A. Tibaldi".
Traffic Engineer.

I think what we 9hould do now is look at the
overall plan f°or Broadway. ~ven~uslly it is
our hope and expectation to remove Prom Broadway
every commercial establishment. To make Broadway
what i t was some 50 years ago -- a beautiful,
fine, old victorian area. This is what we a~e
hoping for and this is what we would like to
see. It is our intention to plant approximately
100 trees . We are no t talking abou t on e or two
inch diameter trees, we are talking about sub-
stantial trees in the nicinitq o£ five inches.
We intend to put benches for area residents or
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~- pessers-by to si t. We in tend to put new

lighting within the street, new Pire alarm
systems, new signal systems. We hopefully
will i.ns tall same pedes trian li~rhts, which
means the iighting will be for people on
the aidewalk which will decrease the chances
of vandalism.

To give you an idea what the traPfic pattern
will be, we mentianed Broadway, I am talkSng
wi thin that area from Route 95 to the Dennis
J. Roberts E~cpressWay. The problem nery
simply is based on the new Federal Program;
which compels us to work on a year-to-year
baais. While w~ are workin~ on a~rear-to-
year basi s, i t i s our in ten tion to implemen t
the plan which was approved by the area resi-
den ts many yeara ago, approxi~ately 1968 and
1969. You have go t to envi ai on wha t we ax►e
attemptin~ to do throughout the entire area.

As yau can aee Prom the map, we are talkit~g
'` about the eventual reconstruction and widen-

~ ing of Broadway from the Olneynille Expreasway
to Route 95• The map shows the proposed Route
6 Connector runnin~ from the Olneyville Express-
way to Route 95, it indicates the KniQht Street
widening Prom Atwells Avenus to Westminster
Street which is within the Weat Broadway pro-
ject area. You will see the Dean Street widen-
ing which will carry Prom the Route 6 Connector
all the way across Weatminster Street. Th.is
hopePull~r i~ our ultimate aim and our ultimate
goal.

You can't look at a small piece of an overall
program you have to look at the ~ntire program
and deternsine wheth~r this is what you want and
whether this ia necessary for the area as a
whole.

Mr. Chairman and Members oP the Committee, thank
you very mueh.

Mr. PRETE. Thank you, Mr. Pallozzi. Anyone
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- else that would like to speak? Mr. Frank Tibaldi,

TraFfic Engineer.

Mr. TIBALDI. Members oP the Commi ttee,

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gen tlemjen: I won't repeat

what I said in my letter.to Mr. Pallozzi concerning

the widening of Broadway, but what I have here is some

actual calculations and some actual trafficc counts

of these traPfic situatiions on Broadway.

Right now approximately 1200 vehieles travel

Broadway during the peak hour inbound towards the aity,

that is in just one direction. The present width oP

~ Broadway allows Por only 8l~1~. vehicles per hour to tnove

in the same direction. So without going through a11

the complicated calculations we now have 1200 vshicles

trying to move where only 8l~t.~. vehicZes can. By in-

creasing Broadway, the proposed 3 1/2 Peet on each

side, i t will jus t give us the capaci t~ oP 1200 cars

per hour. That's ac~ually all we are doing is just

trying to accomodate the present trafPicc on Broadway.

We are no t opening i t up to expansion or we are not

trying to open i t up to put more traffic. All we are

doing is to a11ow the present vehicles that are now

using.Broadway to travel a little more efficiently.
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~- That~s all I have to say.

Mr. PRETE. Thank you very much, Mr. Tibaldi.

Is there any other person who is a proponent? No one

else would care to apeak? Any person or persons who

are opposed would you kindly come forward, state your

name and address?

My name is Linda Passarelli, I live on ~1

Rid~e Street, Providence.

Miss PASSARELLI. I jus t walked in, one thin~€

the~t I have to sa9 is first oP all is the i'act that

this whole idea oP urban renewal, I am really very

~' discouraged about what has been happening in the area..

I am sorry,T realize a lot of people are wo.rking very

hard. I].ive in the area and I have watched this area

go down to absalutely nothing in the past few yeara,

since it has been told to us that an urban renewal

program was going into efPect, and all I have seen is

to tal des truc tf on . I haven' t s een any thing good happen

ygt, and theq come out and you tell us the first thing

you want to do any kind of pro~ress -- the first thin~q

that is going to be done is widenin~ of Broadway.

I feel bad about the traffic and everything.

, I use Broadway quite often, I can sympathize with you.
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~- What I can't understand is whg does a street come be-

fore the people. I am living on Rid~e Street, and

very shortly they are knocking down an entire block

of houses across the street from me. When this happen~

I am going to be livfng across the a treet Prom rats and

tv the lo t covered wi th trash and ~ou are talking to

me abou t envi ronmen t and ai r polluti on , and a17. thi s.

What about the air that I have to breath and Zive in?

What about tha land that I have to live across ths

street Prom?

I would like to think that the firat thing

'' that should be considered is the people, and not a street.
,.

Widen Broadway fine, but can't you do that later when

you start showing us encouraging use about gour urban

renewal. I think it is a shame that people are so

discouraged, it seems like you ~re throwing people

out of the area, getting them to move out. I am prac-

tically sick, it is disgusting, I am ashamed to have

people come over my house. There is all this garbage.

The ci ty has enough to take care of wi thout

creating more ~arbage to clean. 7'he~r can jus t about

keep up now. I am sorrq they are the only people to

,. complain too ri~xht now. I am really very discouraged
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., and I don't think it is, I think the whole urban renewal

project is being twi.stred and turned around. I don't

think it is anybodys fault. ThQ people have to stop

and realize. My Pather r~nd my mother don't want me

to have to live in this, Thia is trash, and it is not

healthy for one thing, and the people's needs should

cotne fira t.

I don't know. They have a project area

committee, and everything, and I have heard gll sorts

of excuaes why we were not notified about this and that,

and why we never have any kind of ineetings for the area,

and z would lil~e to quote, and please bring out the

idea that they tell us what is befng done for us. Who-

ever is fn charge oP my area, I don't know. I don't

even care. I have never been asked. Am I satis£ied

with what is happening? Do I like what is happening?

Do I have anything ~o offer as far ~s the plana are

concerned7 T think ~ra should a11 stop. If this is

what urban renewal is, I wish the government wauld just

c2ose down and £or~et about everything. It is kind oP

sad, disgusting and rediculous. I know a lot oP people

planned to come here tonight, but couldn't possibly

make i t tonight.
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`- You have to realize that the people in my

area are so discouraged about what had happened to

the area. I don't know iP there is an ulterior motive,

it is a sad way to Peel, but I think it is a sad way to

feel, get the people out of the area. It is turning

int4 a slum area, and get them out as fast as we can.

I am certs~in tha t you don' t Pe~l tha t way ei ther.

What is happening is just this, and I really certainly

hope that a street f s p~.,it secondly.

I know Broadway should be widened. We are

very fortunat~e to have such an hia torical plece, but

~~
I really think that we are a li ttle bi t more importan t

~

right now tY~an a street. That can wait. Thank yau.

Mr. PRETE. Ss the~e any other person?

Would you come forward, ple~se7

My name is John Perrotta, I live at 118 Ridg~

Street in the West Broadway area.

Mr. PERROTT~.. I have lived there all my life.

I think I know West Broadway pretty well. I think I

know Broadway, the atreet pretty we11, and I certainly

can understand your goals in tearing up the road to

improve the sanitatio~ system, and the drafna~e. I

, ~an understand that, although I would ask whether
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.. there are ang alternate ways of Pinancing this whether

the redevelopment agency has explored other financin~

me thods tha t the federal governmen t has ? I would like

that ques tion answered Pirs t.

Secondly, I c~n't see any reason for widening

Broadway. There ia no lo~ic to it at all in my mind.

First of all I have driven up Broad~day thousands of

times, ~t all hours and it doesn't seem conges~ed to

me first of all. Secondly, I would ask who 3.s it con-

~ested for? Is it congested for the people who live

on Federal Hill and West Broadway, or congested Por

~ those people passin~ throu~h? I think that it is the

crucial ques tion . If i t is no t congea ted for the

people on West Broadway, th~re is really na reason Por

widening i t.

Secondly vr ~hirdly, if it has to be widened

why can't you simply ban on parking on one side of the

street; that would widen it by 8 Peet or so I think

those are the i'igures you used, iP ~ou did that then

the traffic could flow more easily. You say in the

future you would like to aee Broadway as a non-commercial

area, just old victorian houses. If that w~re true

then you wouldn't need parking on the street. There
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are driveways there, people can park their cars in the

yards ~o your plans don't really jive~Sn that respect.

Thirdly or fourthly, the Pigures that the

traffic engineer used I think with that, I am trying

to remember them exac tly, that curren tly Broad~ray can

accomodate roughly 800 cars an hour, whatever it ia

and it needs to be 1200. If qou make the road wide

enough to accomodate 1200 cars, that is how mang are

~oing to use it. That doesn't follow because if you

widen it to accomodate 1200 cars, it is goin~ to ~ccomo~

date 1b00 cars, because more people are ~oin~ to try

to use it. It is the same thing now, if it is l~00 cars

over now, widening it to take care oP those 40Q cars

isn' t going to mean that i t is going to s top at that

poin t. More cars are going to uss i t, and the conge~-

tion is goix~g to become worse. I cantt see any reasot~

for widening Broadway, S think it is going to deatroy

the neighborhood more.

It has been weakened, not strenghtened by

your urb~.n renewal in the last 5 years. Magbe 20 years

ago,not that lang ago there were tomatoes, peppers,

s tring beans growing in the yard nex t to min e, now

there is rubbish. I am lookinp; around tryin~ to find
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. my city councilmen. I con't know if they are here.

Where? Mr. Lorenzo right in Pron t of ine. Sorry.

I would like tQ hear what they have to say about this.

T am gl.ad one of them is here, but I think we have two

and on a crucial question like this, they ahouid both

be here. I would Iike to bro~den this a bit. Broadway

is not the only issue obviously, it fs 'the whole neigh-

borhood, and it has gone down. It is being destr.oyed

as a community. Is my five minutes up?

Mr. PRETE. I am going to be rude and inter-

rupt. The only thin~ that is before us tonight, Mr.

Perrotta is the widening of the street, resurfacing,

concrete Poundations and the separation of storm or

drain sewera, this is what the public hearing is.

Mr. PERROTTA. I am comiz~g to that, the final

point is gou can't look at Broadway in those terms,

obviausly it has a lot to do with the neighborhood 3P

you want to discuss widening Broadway, and putting in

sewers you can't confine the diacusaion for that.

That is what the people have been trying to say, and I

have been si tting around too long myself, letting other

people carry the ball, and when yau asked the peo~le to

speak toni~ht and I saw no one was really prepared to
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.~ apeak, although I didn't have as much time as I would

like to prepare, I had to say somethin~. That's what

I have to say, thank you.

Mr. PRETE. I would like to ask you e ques-

ti on, you are agains t the ~idening oP the s treet, am

I right?

Mr. PERROTTA. Yes, definitely.

Mr. PRETE. For an alternative, if they ban

one side of the street parking that would be acceptable

to you?

Mr. PERR~TTA. I would think so. If that woul~

~ solve the problems that the traffic engineer sees, I

don't really see it as a problem of congestion, it is

a vicious circle, the more ~ou widen the road, the more

congestf on there is going to be. We will make it wide

enough for 1200 cars, and only 1.200 cars will use it,

thgt is not the way it is working now, and it is not the

way it wiil work in the future. Thank you.

Mr. PRETE. Thank you.

My name is Howard King, !~4 Hudson Street,

Providence.

Mr. KIIdG. Over thia issue on Broadway we

have been called as desperate band of peop].e. I say



17

.. yes, we are desperate. We are desperately tryin~ to

~ save our neighborhood from urban renewal. Broadway

is unnecessary. The work even under the street is

unnecessary, seeing that the ma jori ty of the atorm

and sanitary sewers have already been separated, and

the work entails, if T am not mistaken,` only about

two blocks to separate. Yes, we are despe~+ate. We

have had urban renewal Por 2 years in our area, and

there has not been a thing accomplished, and they are

trying to throw Broadway in our iap saying, "He~, this

is what has been accomplished in 2 years~"

~ All Z have ~o say is when the death certifi-

cate on West Broadwa9 neighborhood is issued under

because I don't want to see urben renewal, thank you.

Mr. PRETE. Is there anyone else that would

like to talk?

My name is Ammerika Del1+~ Grotta, and I live

at 100 Ridge S~reet.

Mr. DELLA GROTTA. I don't want to 9ee

Braedwa~ widened. Why dic~n't they do that 6 years a~o

when they repaved Broadway? Why ciidn' t they do i t then?

No, they wait until ndw. Let's make a race track of

Broadway, that would be better yet. That's what it is.



'- It's a race track, and there is more people killed,

that is what we are looking for. Let's go out and

kill people, that is good. Let i;t ~s tay the way i t

ie, thank you.

Mr. PRETE, Thank you Mr. Della Grotta.

Would anyone else like to speak, please step Porward.

My name is Theresa San topietro, I am speak-

ing Prom mp mother~s house. I have a mother who is

blind, ancl she has a aix decker house on Ridge Straet,

and there has been 2 or 3 fires in the past month be-

cause there is all trash in their.~ back yard, and we have

' been having trouble renting the place. We have had it

unrented for 2 and 3 years, and the people don't want

to s tay there becaus e i t needs repai 'ring, and we "can ~ t

do anything about this.,

I have called my Councilman, are 9ou.Mr.

Lorenzo? I spoke to him about it, and I went to the

rehabilitation on Broadwaq, and a11 theg tell me ~s we

dontt know when it is going to come down. What sre we

to do with this property? My mother is blind, we have

to suppart her. Nobody wan ts to buy the hous e. Wha t

~re we gaing to do?~

I think thia ahould be taken care of First,



, before Broadway. Don't you agree with me? I really

don't know what to do with this house. We can't se11

i t. We can' t ren t i t. The ren ts are very ].ow. It

, needs repairs, I hava ~pen t~$2200 ~jus t pain tin~ 3 t,

but now it needs gutte-~s, it r,~eds a roof.

I~r. CHAIRMAN. I agree with you. Why don't

you aPter the meeting Mrs. San topietro, spegk wi th

V3nny Pallozzi, and I know that he will be glad to

explain ta you. . - ~

Mrs. SANTOPIETROa 135 Ridge~ Str•eet, and

we have had 2 Pires in the past month because there is

~ a11 trash in the back there. T don~t know who ie pu ttin~
,,

, ~he S'ires, I have a mother, she is blind. She has no-

body. We have to keep running there, and I think this

should be taken care oP bePore Braadway. And ws have

a lo t of old peap]:e in tha ~ hous Q.

Mr. GHAIRMAN. May I ask you another question,

Mr~. Santopietro?~ Are you against the widening of

the street?

Mrs . SANTOPIETRO. I am no t agains t i t, bu t

I think tha t thi s area should be, ei ther i t i s going to

come down or it is not because we are at a standstill.

We don' t know whe thsr to Pix i t or no t. We can f t$et
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:, mortgages beaause they have ginen the grants ~ust to

the people that are ~oin~ to s tay there. So what are

we going to do? It just doesn't make any sense, and

I did call ever~body. I went to every place on

Broadway, and that is all I get is just, you know,

just stay there un tii we, well how long is this going

to last. They told me maybe 1~ or 5 years or maybe nan~

at all, so I don't know what to do. It should be

corrected really, I think so. Thank you.

~ Mr. CFIAIRMAN~ Thank you, Mrs. San topietro.

My name i.s Leo Miller Prom 82 Wendell Stree~.

' Mr. MILLER~ 2'his program on urban renewal is, ,

called Wes t Brasdway, but the wa9 i t Iooks iaere i t

should be called straight Broadway becauae n~ne of

this money seems to be going into the building up of

the neighborhood as far as the roads bein~ built up,

this is somethin~; that the city should do, and the

money shouldn~t be taken Prom urban renewal. If you

ne~d work done you have to call City Hall and beg ta

get i t done. You have to get the Journal down and

have your picture taken which I have done, because m9

picture has been in the papc~r.

,. Broadway is wide enough, and I am opposed ta

.~ 
.
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i t. Tf there is any conges tion, i t ia on Wes tmins ter

Street, you can't even get through there on a business

call, let alane on a car. This is no lau~hing matter,

it is true. I think the men should go into a neigh-

borhood and fia it up instead of making a raca track

out of a street that is already fixed up. Thank ~tou.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Anyone else care

to speak? Mrs. Gilman?

My name ia Louise Dumon t, I live at 150

Superior Street.

Mrs. DUMONT. As a resident of the West

~ Broadway urban renewal pro ject I am opposed to the

widening and work on Broadway, because it doesn't solve

the immediate problems or Iiving conditions of the

residen ts living in the area. The redevelopmen t a~ency

is aware that thia money will not be lost if it isn't

used on nroadway. How does one break through the stone

~all that the redevelopment agency has built around

themselves? Is there no way to break through? One

need not be an expert to see what can be accomplished

in the inner neighborhoods wi th this windfall o£

$l~25, 000 . Si te improvemen ts , spell i t any way you wi sh

but do i t and do i t now. Where? On the s treeta that
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~. are not in either year 2 or 3. For proposed site and

street improvements, letf s go back on that. On the

streets that are not in either year 2 or 3 already

proposed Por street and gite improvements.

What can be done? We were asked this many

times. Where would you spend the money? New aid~walks~

planting of grass and treea, landscape small Iota to

provide open sapce, new resurfacing oP streets and

curbs on streets where needsd. Have we spent the

money qet? Was there money spent yet? If not, provide

a reereational area to meet the needs af a neighborhood~

'* Inatall street lighting where needed, provide ofP-street

parkin~ where needed. How can th3s work get done so

something positive and visible can be seen in our

nei~hborhood? Let's stop talking about it and do it.

Brin~ in enough con tractors to get the work

done, not leave it to 1 or 2 contractors to do all this

work. The same applies to demoiition. Bring in more

wreckers to get the unsafe vacant houses down faster

so new housing ean ,get started. Is there still any

more money? If so, separate the storm and sewer linea

on the two little blocka on Broadway. As rehabilitatio~

wf 11 be the goal for the area in the coming mon ths,
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.. these new si te improvements will add not only beauty,

but will once again return the dignity oP the neighbor-

hood and residents who will remain in the West Broadway

project area. Thank you.

Mr. CHATRMAN. Thank you, Mrs. Dumont. Any-

one else?

.- My name is Wflliem Peotrowski, I live on 82

Willow Street.

Mr. PEOTROWSKI. The first thing T would like

to say, I think inadvertently 9ou have been mislead an

some parta regarding the work that is going to be done

~ on Broadway. Mr. Pallozzi stated for the most part
.

there are cembined ~tarm and sanitary systems thPough-

out the West Broadway projeot. I have ~heck this out,

it is a combined s~rstam. iie has faile~ to tell you

at this time that for that aection of Broadway from

the Dennis J. Roberts F~cpressway to A1my Street already

has a separation of storm and sanitary aewers which

was done back in the 1890's.

What they wat~t to do, if you look at your

~aap e lo a e ly, they wan t to Pi n 3 sh tha t s tre tch from A1my

Street to Kn,ight Street. Take those lines and tie them

~ into Knight Street line which is abotit a block dos~m Prom
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the in tersection oP Broadway and Bnight Street which

again is the 1893 line. The point that the~ are going

to change these sewera at the creat in the road which

is about Marahall Street, if you stand there at Marshall

Street and look towards the city you can see that the

line or road slopea towarda ttae ci ty, and f P you s tand

and look towards Olneyville you can see that the line

or road slopes towards the other way. I think what

you are lookin~ for is on that first map, ~e'ntlemen.

It is on Exhibit B. If you look closely at that,

gentlemen, you will see from Marshall Street down there

~ are ~ lines, one right in the center of the road which

is a dash-line which when you check the map shows that

that is already existing sanitary line in the road.

Next to it is a dotted line which is an 8R~.8t~

ing storm sewer. Tf you follow that all the way down

towards Olneyville or towards the left of` the tnap you

will see that the lines are separated on tha t portion

o£ Broadway. The only portion that isn't separated is

~ from Marshall Street which I just men tioned to you is

the crest in the road to Kni~ht Street and Marshal~.

Street. All they are going to do is, thdy are just

~oin~ to put in a small s tretch to connec ~ in to the

..
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,
~- exi9ting Iine running into Olneyville. As you gentlemen

know or can find out that the storm and sanitary lines

Pollow the paths of gravity, there is no pumping of

these lines, they ~ust follow gravf t~. From Marshall

Strest going to Courtland Street leading towards the

right part of the map, there is no separation. The

reason there is no separation is that there is no catch

basin, and there is no thing in the map Por i t. The

only place they are going to put in a catch basin is

going to be at the in tersection oP Courtland and

Broadway and extend the line down Courtland Street.

~ The next place on Broadway that you ses a

separation or indication of a new line is at Andrews

Street, and they are going to tear up that part and

separate i t and run that over to Kni~ht Street and down

Knight Street. Gentlemen, I ask you does this call for

the digging up of the whole road so we can widen the

street, so we can take care of as Mr. Tibaldi ~ays

1200 cars at peak rush hour tr~vel down this hill which

is only as he said a stap gap for the present. We are

going to spend this su~ of money to do this work on t~e

road which tomorrow or the next`da9 is going"to be

obsolete. This is a waste of money here. Those lines
_ ,
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have already been separated.

Al1 this we have been hearing about a speara-

tion of the atorm at~d sanitary lines, and the dig~,ing

up of Broadway because oP this separat~on is a lot of

hokum. It has already been done. A1], they wan t to do

is have an excuse to dig up th~ road so that they can

widen tt. Thia is a11, and their e~ccuse was well we

have got to separate the lines. The lines are already

there. They don't have to be separ~ted.

Mr. Pallozzi also mentioned in a letter that

he had, I forget whv the letter was ~ritten by that

the aongestion in the area Caus~s air pollutfon, and

r you have go t to a t tack the a3 r pollu ti on . You are no t

going to attack the air pollution from these automobiles

by widenin~ that road, you have got to go against these

manufacturers. All you are doing is inviting more cars

to come down that raad. There is another thing mentioned~

by Mr. Pallozzi. Iie said that they will tear up the

street, t~sy will put in new traffie signals, fire
J

alarm sys tems and if there is any cnone~ le£t over they

will take care of the Iighting. The Zi~hting is one of

the big problems in the area.

T saq do this, don't replace the signals, the
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~- street lights and Pf re alarms that are there. They~ are

adequate. There has nener been any problem wi th the

Prodidence Fire Department gettin~ an alarm. Take that

money and put it into new street lightfng on the street.

Just a couple of other things I would like to say. I

notice on the map that they have 12 benchss wbiah the~

wan t to pu t in . We have ch~cked the bud~e t over, they

have allocated $14,000 Por 12 benches. That is a little

over $1,000 a bench. I would like to know what is inside

those benches? What about model cities? In the model

cities area they wanted to widen the atreet, but the

' people over ther~ rai~ed their voice, only they were
.

lucky. They raised them before they got to the sta~e

we are at, and the~ a topped i t when - they realized that

the people in th~ area Were against it.

Does that mean in order to be heard in the

City oP Providence you have got to be black? Ia thet

our problem, we are the wrong color? If that is the

~ray it is we wi31 just bring Buddy George and his bla~ks

over here, they will help u~ out.

There i s jus t one o ther thing which I would

like to get on the record her~. It is a copy oP a

letter which has been s~nt to you, • or Councilnnan Prete, fron~
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~ the EY~vironmental Council o£ Rhode Island".

"This letter aoncerns a proposal under ths above
project calling Por the widening of a section
of Broadwag from Kinght Street to the Olneyville
Expressway. This widening, we understand, will
cause the narrawing oP the sidewalks and result
in the removal of a lsrge numb~r of mature street
trees -- all to be done ir the name of improving
the neighborhoad.

The Environmen t Council of Rhode island ob~ects
vigorously to the W6st Broadway street wfdening,

: wk~f cii would des troy so many fin e trees . We Pai 1
to see how the gain of another trafPic lane can
justify the .wholesale destruction of such a
valuable ameni ty and one that helps to coun ter-
act the air pollution generated by the increas-
ing Plow oP traPfic.

We are appealing to you ~entlemen oP the Cit~
Council, the people's representatives and the

~ bodq with the final authority on this project
' not to proceed with the widening oP West

Broadway at the sacrifice of those trees.

Because the trees along Broadway are adjacent
to the curb, no amount of widening is possible
under this pro ject without taking them.
Broadway ~is al'ready :wider ̀tt~sn ~os t ~z~ovi~.enc:e'
atreets, and the widening of the l/2-mile strehch
proposed under thfs project will have no appre-
ciable ePfect on the city's overall traffic pro-
blem. We are informed, also, that ths proposed
Route 6 extension into the city will largel~
duplicate, at the expressway level, th~ traffic
carrying f°unction of Broadway. Therefore the
question arises whether the widening is really
a public necessity or whether the funds could
not be better spent on some other n~eded im-
provemen t.

Our Council takes no
of this pro ject. In
surface utility work

po si tion on o ther aps ec ts
fact, we aupport the sub-
involved in cons truc ting
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~- separate a torm and aani tary sewe-rs, an undert~k-
ing designed to reduce the amoun t of pollution
discharged to the Providence River. We realize
tha t auch u ti 1 i ty wo rk wi 11 requi re the rebui ld-
ing of much of the present roadway. TherePore,
we hope that the pro jec t, wi th the utili ty work
included, can proceed on the basis of keeping
Broadway at f ts present width and uaing the
f'unds allocated for the widening and tree re-
moval fo~ other needed neighborhood improve-
men t~ .

The Environment Council oP RY~ode Island is a
private non-proPit conPederation of organ3za-
tions dedicated to the preservation of all as-
pec ts of the environmen t in our s ta te. I t
currently incZudea the following groups:

Appalachian Moun tain Club, Narragansett Chapter

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

' Committee for Advancement of Natural Areas
~ ' in L#~ncoln

Cranston Conservat3on Commissian

Ecology Action for Rhode Island

Foster Pr►eservation Society

Island Ecolo;gy, Ina.

North Providenae Conservation Commiaeion

Rhode Island Association of Conservatfon
Commiasioners

Rhode Island Federation of Buaineas &
Professional Women's Clubs

Rhode IsZand Federation of Garden Clubs

Rhode Island Federation of yJomen's Club~
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Rhode Island League of Women Voters

Rhode Island Natural Foods Associa tes

Rhode Island 5tate Gran~e

Rhode Island Waterfowlers Association

Rhode Islanders for Safe Power

Save the Bay, Inc.

Sierra C1ub, Rhode Tsland Branch'r

I think if the storm and sani ~ary sewers

are separated that paragraph begins, "Our Council takes

no position on other apsects," they probably would have

uaed i t as. a strongt~r re~son for .n~t dc~3ng f t Po'r' the

fac t.

.- My name .is E`ugene Mogenna, I lide at 538

_ Broadway in the West Broadway area.

Mr. McKENNA. I have lived mast o~ md lii'e

a t wha t 3g curren tlq the Wes t Broadway urben renewal

pro~ect. I would like it if I could Mr. Chairman,

members of the Committee ~o go back to some oP the

comments of Mr. Pal2ozzi at the very beginning oP

tonights ~iear~.ng.

H~ suggested tihat I think it was in the le~ter

from Mr. Campo that when improvements ars to be done

on a street ~hey must at that same time do separation
~ .



,, of storm and sanitary sewers. In other words, if you

areygoing to dig up a street you must, the way I under-
AV
r

stood it; then do your separation he talked about. He

went from that to say that, "The main reason is the

separation of sewers. The mafn reason for the widening

of $roadway is the separation of aewers," therefore,

I don't think that ~he quote from Mr. Campo comes into

accoun t. He is s tarting ofP wi th that.

If you don' t happen to do o ther surface im-

provements, if that isn't your main reason you don't

need to widen it. Secondly, if the main reason is the

~ separation oP the sewers on Broadway, it' we Pind out
~.

that Exhibit B as I remember it, and as Mr. Peotrowski

so we11 eaplained it. If that is the case they have

been done since 1839: Af ter all this time, for at least ~

since last June this has never been brought out to us.

4 They keep talking about the separation, in your letter

and so on, never mention that it is already done apparently

as the map reads. I find that very, very hard to under-

s tand.

I am also surprised that here it is nearly the

end of yaar 2 and a hearing is called ~bout thia topic

when it was brought up at least as early as last June to
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- to the Mayor, to Mr. Pallozzf, to Mr. D~Antuono, poasibly

as early as last June. I would su~gest that it be can-

celled from the proposal. I am against the widening of

Broadway as you can presume, bu t I wan t to s ta te i t

very clearly.

In reference to Mr. Tibaldi's statement, the

problem of trafPic. I drive down Broadway at least as

often as Mr. Tibaldi, T appreciate the statistics. I

suggest he might want to do a comparative sutdy of

Westminster Street. If he doesn't find a~reater number

of cars, he will find a greater congestion of traffic.

~' It seems to me a study will say if Westminster is more
.,

congested and Broadway gets less congested through the

propoaed widening, much of your traPPic will go over to

Broadway. I don't think you are solving the problem at

ell. If you are in terested 3n the rush hour peak of

moving these 1200 cars an hour, that you could: (l~

Synchronize the lights on Broadway as a posaible solutfon

or talk about that. ~-

(2) I think someone else brought up no parkin~ on

one or two sides during the rush hour as is done in ather

streets in the city, and seema to be a possible solution.

I would like to have that 3ooked into instead of the
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~- widening of Broadway. Thirdly, I th3nk that the whole

case in talking about widening Broadway and doin~ all

this work when Broadway was resurfaced not too long sgo.

Someone mentioned 6 years, I think it has been lesa than

that, in the vicinity of I~ years maybe even 3 and a half,

but that is a point that can be easily looked up. On ;the

surface i t does no t need to be done over, there are r~o

major or pot holes that I know of, my front end is still

in line.

I think the whole ins tanae of this work on

Broadway is a classic example oP "commune - erism" of

` telling us,~ creating needs for us. Telling us you need

this, that and the other thing. I think it is a very

was teful kind of poli cy we .'do ~ no t need . to _~he tun e of

$l~.25,000,000 to a half a m311ion. We ~,eed this, and

you keep telling the people you need this. You are

fabricating, making up needs I thix~k. I would like to

express that publicly; that is why I gave up other im-

portant things to come here Por. That present, the

summary of my remarks and I thank you for your time.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much Mr. McKenna~

Is there anyone else?

. • Ed Bursaon a 39 Hamden Street.

.,
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\ Mr. BIIRSSON. I am apposed to widening Broadway~

I live on a stre~t thfit is strictly nothing but a slum

as far as I am concerned. We are on a second fiscal

year, and absol~ately nothing has been done in my neigh-

borhood as yet atiout improving the ~treets, improving

the neighborhood or anything. I can't see allocating

so much money for the widening of a street as far as I

am concerned is in perfec tly good condi tion in comparison

to my slum area, thank pou.

~ S tree t.

Mr. GHAIRMAN. Thank you Mr. Bursson.

My name ia DoyZe, Joseph,Doyle, i07 Messer

Mr. DOYLE. I don~t know too much about the

particulars on this Broadway deal, the widening of

Broadway, but what S am concerned with is ths children

in the area. To widen Broadway the way I see it will

be from people Qoming in and out of the ci ty to ~o to

work, people living outside the City of Providence.

The playground, Ellery Street plaqground and

other playgrounds in the immediate area. My son uses

it. These playgrounds, if you were to walk through

them they are full of beer cans, broken glass, you name

; ,
it it is there. I would like to see tax money used
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~ to clean up these places so our kids have a decent place

to play, thank you.

Broadway.

Mgr.. name i~s Basil DePinto, I live at 53$

Rev. DePINTO. I only recently moved to

Providence. I recently lived in Warwick. I am very

much opposed to the widening of Broadway for many of

the reasons that have been in troduced here this evening.

There is a question I would like to have clarified, and

I don ~ t unders tand the divergence in tes timony here to-

night. Mr. Pallozzi has informed us this work is needed

~ fn oraer to separate the storm and sanitary sewers, and

accordin~ to the map that we all hav~ here in the chamber

Mr. Peotrowski eaplained that this work has already b~en

done and for m~ information and perhaps Por the ini'orma-

; tion oP others I wonder if that point could be clarified?

Mr. CHATRMAN. It is not permissible, T am

not a Bishop, but I will give you special dispensation.

Rev. DePINTO. I don~t want to claim clerical

privilegea. There has been a divergence in testimony

tonight Mr. Pa~.lozr~i. The work has to be done in order

to separate sanitary and storm sewera. Accord3ng to ~he

.
map we have here the sewers are already seperated, can
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,, you explain, are they or are they no t? John D' An tuono

do you know?

Mr. D~ ANTUONO. The in ten t of the separati on

is to complete the aeparation on Broadway. In addition

to this separetion the base on Broadway that is what is

under tY~e asphalt and is falling apart. The asphalt

aurrently on Broadway will not last much longer. In

addi tion to the aeparation that is another prime reason

for befng there.

Rev. DePTNTO. I -would like to entertain the

testimony that I am opposed to the widaning oi' Broadway.

` Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. Is there,,

any,other peraon who would 2ike to speak.

My name is Michael Snlitro, I live at 253 Knigh~

Street, Pronidence.

Mr. SOLITRO. I lived there for 39 years. I

am againat widening of Broadway because I see the other

rest of Hroadway, what is going to happen to that? Are

they going to widen that later on? Nothing has been

said about the other half. Everything is done half.

Everything is done just half, nothing is done ~omplete.

In any project I have ssen so £ar in that area it is

nothing complete.
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Bq me Iiving on Knight Street I was here the

last time, I heard Mr. Pallozzi's sp~ach about the 3 3nch

trees and now they are goin~ to be b inch:~ trees. We

have got 18 inch treea there right now. I look further

down Broadway towards the city and I say to myself how

about the people who live on the other side of the streetf

~rhere are their sewers going to go. Y look down and see

( the civic center, I would like to know where their dis-

~osal is going. Is it going to come by my house and the

fire station. I think what they are proposing to do is

do half of Broadway and la ter on maybe the Departmen t of

Labor or H.II.D. will 1'und the rest oP the money to com-

plete it ~antirely £or the civic center.

As of to~orrow mornin~ my house is ~ninaured

because I live now in the red, and so I guess I have to

go to the federal people to get my house insured, and

this is due to the fact that I cannot repair my home

because I was told they don' t know when i t is going to

come down or jus t pain t i t up they will say. It doens' t

need painting, it needs repaira, my sidewalk needs repair

and tha t wa s due to t~e des truc tion oP the C i ty of

Providence going~ back about 1~ years ago when Mr. Vespia

was on the council, then he knowa about that, and it has
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~- never been repaired. The sewer in front oP my house

has never baen repaired, also and th~.t has been undone

for about 10 years. If you come and look at my side-

walk you see that the sewer flowa in the winter time.

The Preeze gets under and buckles the whole sidewalk,

no thing has ever been done around our neighborhood any-

way.

I would like to advise Mr. Pallozzi3P you are

going to do a job do i t s1I the way, dan' t do i t half.

Thank you.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

' Mr. Chairman, my narne is Robert Donnelly, I

live on 43 Cvurtland Street.

Mr. DONNELLY. I naver had any trouble in the

last 1$ years going up and down Broedway, and my childrer~

don't have any trouble going up and down, and m~r in-laws
are

don~t. Ivar do my tenants and they all strongly opposed
~

to this widening oP Broadcaay and many of thetn didn't

show up toni~ht.

We have a lot of children and even the little

paperboys are running around trying to s top thi s thing.

We are all strongly opposed to the widening of Broadwag.

Thank you.
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~_, Mr~ CHAIRMAN. Thank you Mr. Donnelly. Ia

there anyone else that desires to speak? Will you step

forward, please?

My name is Ann Martinous, 107 Measer Street.

I think one question I think that might aolve a lot of

the problems I think tbere is a littl.e conf'usfon, one

question, if that money wasn't uaed to widen Broadway,

iP i~ approp~iatsd £or Broadway, can i t be used somewhere

else? I think many of them feel if i t wasn ~~ u~ed Por

Broadway that you car~ use i t somewhere else, bub I think

if eomething is appropriated for a certal~n thing it has

~~ ta be followed through. But I think this migh~; clarify
~. .

a lot of conPusion, thank you.

Mr. CAAIRMAN. Thank you.

I am Mrs. White, I live et 79 Wendell Street.

Mra. Mergaret White.

Mrs. WHITE. I would lika to turn the petit3.on

~.n for the people that are against the widening oP

Broadway.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Would you hand them to the

city clerk.

[ Mrs . Whi te compli ed wi th reques t. ]

.
Mr. CHAIRMAN. is there a~nything you wc~uld lik~
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to say?

Mrs. WHITE. No, just that I am against it

and T wish they would do something Por our neighborhood

because we need i t, thank you.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you Mrs. White.

[Petition given to city clerk.~

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Is there anyone e19e that woulc~

to be heard?

M9 name is LouissDeQuattro, 102 Ridge Street.

I am opposed to widenin~ of Broadway as of now. I wish

that our streets would be taken care oP Pirst becaus~

it ie, becauae when you aee somebody from urban renewal

come and dump their swill on the oppasite aide of our

atreets, that is going same. They te11 you there is

pollution there is everything, well they better do aome-

thing about 3t now because all we see is -rats.

So if we want to see beautiful Broad~ray, beau-

tiPy our streets first and our homes.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Mrs. DeQuattro, I would like

to ask you a question. I heard this several times by

previous speakers, who dumps this garba$e there?

Mrs. DeQUATTRO. I would like to tell you but

I don't want to commit anybody.
,
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~, , Mr. CHAIRMAN. May I suggest to you....

Mrs. DeQIIATTRO. I uill tell you in private

i P you wan t me to .

Mr. CHAIRMAN. I will be glad to have you,

I would like to tell you and thest other people, please

get their re~istrations forwarded to the police authority

and you can rest assured because we have done it in our

neighborhood. I think it is a ahame that people do

this. Why don~t they go dispose of their gsrbe~ge other

than in the back yard, I think it is a disgrace.

Mrs. DeQUATTRO. We w~re surprised to see

` them ourselves. They tell us they are going to beautify
.,

our streeta; they throw garbage and everything because
~.
~ they knock down a house, wh~,should we get their garbage?

In Pact they thraw it on Grove Strest when they knocked

down t'ne houses on Grove Street. They knocked do~rn 3

house~. If any children put matches on those trucka I

don't think you would have any groceries left. You ~o
and th ere i s

through Geasler,A swill a11 over, it ia a shame. We

are afraid ta walk on the s treet. You mi~ht think i t

is a cat and it is a rat.

Beau tiPy our homea, our strests, then beauti£y

Broadway because people that come, come in our area Pirst

„
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before they come of~ Broadway, because the beautification

ia off Broadway not Broadwa9. I don't think we are

opposed of Broadway beau~iFication becauae I have been

living there over 50 years, and I have walked Broadway

many a times and I never was aPraid as I am today, but

I think our streets ne~d attention first. We have old

people, they are aPraid to walk the s treets. You wan t

benches so peop3e could throw the oId folks off like

t~iey do on F'ederal Hi12. The old folks can't even sit

on the benches becausa the boys go ahead and throw them

oPP.

What are we going to do with benchea. Let's

b~autii'y our streets first, then go towards Broadway;

then ~re will ha~re a beautiful li ttle ci ty. Walk through

Federal. ~treet, anyway, They say we don't want it Pixsd

because we were told a couple of' years they arg goir~

to be torn down. What are they doin~, just sitting down?

I went there. They are knockin~ down everything dr we

should have you on the committee? Why should I go on

the committea, they are not doing anything? I have

been there a coup].e of times. They
_
want to knock every-

thing down. A good house they want to knock down, and

leave a house that is dil~p~dated.
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~.. We lose a lot of good r~eighbors now we have

people come, co~l~ you find u~ a tenan t you don't know

where to move? You go down Gessler, swish the houses

are coming down like mad. Those people have no place

to go. ~1e have a beautiPul school, we have a beautiful

church, but what is around it? A lot of garbage, and

now they are going to_face 4 maybe they are going to

knock down Ridge Street to put ua a playground. We

don't need a playground, $0 look in to this Piret bePore

you wan t to beau tiP9 Broadway. You can't blame our

cauncilman if he has the people behind him and pressuring

~` him. 2 think he will go and be behind the people. That's

al1 I have to say. T wish you would look into it. Thank

you..

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you Mrs. DeQuattro.

Mr. Chairman, my name is Antone Santos, I

live at 71 Wendell Street, Mr. Chairm~.n, councilman,

ladies and gentlemen. A~ter hearing the various comments

that I have had the plea~ure of listening to this eveni~gt

it seems to me that what the de~elopment agenc~ is recom-

mending is certainly not worth widening a~treet like

Broadway when in the fi rs t plac e i t i s on e oP the l~.rges t

s treets we have in the ci ty.
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~
- For any area of the foundation that is crumblin~

sccordin~ to some reporta I would say that after 3 and a

ha1P years, or 4 years of having been repaved, iP that

foundation was that bad it certainly would have been. more

no ticeable than i t is now. To me i t doesn't look any

differen t than i t did 20 years ago, and I would ven ture

ta say it is going to last at least a hundres years iP

there is any ma jor work to be done. ' They are rippin~

up sec tions of highways all over the coun try wi thout

having to widen the street.

They are talking about the con$estion area of

~ traPfic, if the truth is known, there are many many ways~

to alleviate that, number one as Fath~r McRenna said,

synchronfze the lights, have one aide parking on rush

hours. My way of ~hinking is Olneyville itself, that is

where the bottleneck ia every day o£ the week. If there

ie any money that can be spent for helping trafi'ic I

would say that down fn the Olneyville section ~quare it-

self is where they should look.

They are talking about West Exehange Street,

there were plans years ago to run a ramp from 95 over

towards Atwells Avenue or alongside of it. This in it-

, self will alleviate traffic on Broadwa9, and if you are
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,
~~- going to widen the s treet you are jus t going to has ten

the traffic down Olneuville Square that much faster.

You are not helping out a thing. My feeling is this,

that this program came up so suddenly that I have been

affiZiated with this urban renewal program as far as

my property is c~ncerned ever eince 1968, and there are

so many different su~~Zestions that have come up. A11,

I see is demolition. I am just wonde~ing where is all

this money geing to? In construction the aver~ge is

around 75 to F30 percer~t for labor work.

Accordin~ to my way af thinking 70 or 80 per-

'~ cen t of the money coming in to this re3evelopmen t progra~i
..

is all goin~ into salariss. There i~ nothing we ha`ve

to show for what fias been done in the past 6 years in

the ci ty other than demoli tion. I am defini tely opposed

to widening the street. Take care of other area needa

first. The foundation under Broadway will last long .

af ter everqone in this room is gone. So take care of

first things first. Thank you.

Mr. CHAII3MAN. Thank you Mr. San tos.

My name is Roger Baffoni, 22 ~ting Stx►eet,

Providence.

, ~. Mr. BAFFQNI. Mr. Chairnaan and other ~eople
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`~ in the hall here. I am oppoaed to the widening of

Broadway because I feel something~=should be done with

our secondary streets. For instance, ri~ht next to

my house, 22 Rid~e Streat between 22 and 14 is an

empty lot. I am sick and tired oP cleaning i t up.

i called Mr. Jerry Lorenzo up. He was more than nice

to me, he sent the ci ty truck up the~e. I cleaned i t

up. This isn't the firat time I have called Jerry, and

he has done me the favor and sent the truck up there.

I am sick and tired af clean3ng the 1ot. The

sidewalk next to my house is all broken up. We need

' bett~r lighting. We have go t light on the fron t oP the..

lot, the kids keep breaking the lights. I wonder if

somethin~ Gould be done ~o prevent them Prom breaking

the 3.ights . I think the Chairman said why don' t you

~xet the peoples name or address, with the garbage.

They pull the fire alarm box and ring in Courtland Street

at least 14 t3mes a night, and the firemen turn around,

pull up the Pire alarm box and hold their hand on the

siren for 5 minutes. Nobody around there wants to com-

plain. Right across the ~treet Prom my house we got

Iacono Truckin~ Company. Underneath their yard, it ia

a 2,000 ~as line tank and the gas was pumping ~ass 3nto
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~-~ their thin~, you could smell the ~as fumes ~rorn the

tank, you could smell them in my house. Thank qou,

Mr. Chairman. I am awPully sorry to bother you.

BafPoni .

Mr. CHAIRMAN. You didn't, thank you Mr.

My name is Miss Creta, 68 Oak Street.

Miss CRETA. Mr. Chairman and Comrnitteemen,

I am completely opposed to the West Broadway widening.

I have 2 houses 74 and.68. I have a slum hause behind

me which I have complained for 2 full years. The house

is vacan t. I wen t to Broadway seneral times, Ci ty Hall

` and the minimum houses; they are not boardsd and the.

windows are tall. The kids break the windows, it is a
f

real fire hazard. At the present time we have rats

runnin,g around all day long on our properties and why

widen Broadway when this can be taken care of.

We have to a.c.cept the slum people that come

in our properties, they live there a month or 2 and then

vacate, and ruin your property all on account of that.

We cannot get the cooperation to have these houses that

are condemned taken away from us. Last year I wen t to

City Ha11, Union Street, they told me that would be done

,~ with3n a few ~reeks, and here it is almost another year
„ ~
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- gone by not a thing has yet been done. They are referring

me to the urban renewal, urban renewal refers me to IInion

Street. Union 5treet refera me to the Board of Health.

This is what I have been gettfng for 2 Pull years. I

am a taxp~,qer there for 50 years. I am very, very

disgusted. I hope something can be done on that 1 1/2

Palm Street house.

The peopl~ at the urban renewal Broadway know

about it. They have gone there. They know my whole

proble~n and yet nobody has done a thing. Is it possib].s

for them to do something, and please stop the widening

` renewal oP Broadway until these other things are taken

care of. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you Miss Creta.

My name is Owen McMahon, 152 Oak Street. The

street down there. Sidewalks all ripped up. The city

property at the foot~of the hill, there is a telephone

pole down there now. I hane ca118d them today and asked

them if they would take i t out oP there, and they said

i t is too big, we eanno t move i t. Call the Nerragansett

El ec tri c. The whol e s treet 3 s~on e, the n ei~hborhood i s

gone. Everybody~s afraid to move, they don't want to ~+~
~

do nothing but they ke~p sa9ing the houses are coming
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~- do~n. Have we got to live like this today and tonight?

Have we go t to be in Pear that the next dag they might

come down? We want to know what is going on. We are

getting tired oP wai ting.

Mr. CAAIRMAN. Is there anyone else that wishes

to apeak? Councilman Lorenzo? Would you yield? 2hank

you Por yielding to the young lady. ~:. •

~~ ' Mrs. Marie Hanson, 195 Alvy Street. ~

Mrs. HAIJ30N. I am a~ainst ths widening of

Broadway. Would you l~indly elea.n up ,the blight,~ that

is what we are concerned about. Have you seen Gessler

'` Street? They half tear down the houses, and they leave
~;

the foundation. I3ow children play all around those places

and they can get hurt. We have got houses 'that probably

got a 6 family houae, one family living in, glass just

han~ing down. I have called many a time to have it

boarded up, nothing has never been done. None oP you

people live on Federal Hiil. You don't know the bligh t

we are faced wi th.

Houses that our paren ts have s truggled to pa9

Por while gou peaple are getting nice and fat. We want

things cbne. It is time that we wsre heard. Look at

how nice and Pat Mr. Pallazzi is.
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~- Mr. CHAIRMAN. Mrs. Hanson, you are out of

order, you are ta~ing persona~ities in.

Mrs. ~iANSON. Yes, we~are so disgusted, believe

me it is so pathetie..

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Two wronga don't make a righ t,

Mrs. Hanson.

Mrs. HANSON. We have got rats walking around,

they are like ponies. You saddle th~m and you can ride

them. Beli eve ~ you me.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Mrs. Hanson....

Mrs. HANSON. You don't know what it ia on

' ' Federal Hill.
~~

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Would ~rou please keep your

remarks to the isaues.

Mra. HANSON. I am talkin~ about th~ rats.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Mrs. Hanson now?

Mrs. HANSON. I am sorry, I apologize to Mr.

Pallozzi.

Mr. CiiAIRMAN, You don't have to apologize.

Mrs. HANSON. That is what you want? I will

apologize.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. You have to talk regarding the

~ iasues.
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~- Mrs. HANSON. Come on, it is pathetic, believ~

you me, sf r. The fires that go on every night or~ Gessler

Street, it is pathetic.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. What about the widening of

Broadway?

Mrs . HAIdSON. I don' t wan t i t. I wan t the

blight taken care of. We cannot afford ~0,000 homea.

That is what they are askin~ Por homes. We cannot aPford

it. I have 3ived on Federal Hill all my life. I love

i t. To see i t~oing down the way i t is, i t is sad, i t

is pathetic. That's all I have got tq sag.

~ Mr. CHAIRMAN. Would anyone else like to

' speak? Would you come up, please?

My name is Lucia Anderson, I live at 358

Carpenter Street. I am not here to discuss my opinion

about the widening of Broadway. I feel this is not my

time to dis~uss it. I am here to tell you people that

the tubing place that wae next door to my house was

vacant since last July. I have called you people, and

T hane called you people, and I had to myself, after

I~o t a hold of Jerry Lorenzo. I go t tired of wai tinQ.

I, myself called up t~e building inspector and xithin

one week that building Was boarded. I, myself have seen
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,
- teenagera go into thia emply building where we have

familiea around this building, and West Bx~nadway kept

telling ~e they have sent building inspectors. I sat

the following day in my house and called up.

$ow come West Broadway did not work faster?

I mean I have been aPter West Broadway since last Ju19,

they know this building was empty. The9 had to wait

un til every window in the building go t broken. I,

myself had to get a hold my councilman that had o ther

problems at the time, and yet I had to call up the

building inspector, waited outside my hous~ until they

` cacae, and three o~ them happen to come and wi thin two

or three days that building was boarded up. Now I want

to know how long am I going to wai t un ti 1 they do some-

thing to that building? Is it going to be boarded up

Por another 10 years until West Broadway decidea what

they are going to. do? This is not only next door to

me, this is all through the area. Wha~ are these tax-

payers going to do, wai~ until their windows are broken~

Firs t they are going to plan t the trees on

Broadway, and af ter they plan t the trees they are going

to put the benches so the kida will be able to si t down

,.
and decide what else they are going to do next instead

:.
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of turning around and getting after these homes, and

getting them to be fiaed up, and ~et rid o£ these torn

down houses. Rats are coming like cats. I am even

aPraid to ~o to church on Sundays, because th~ rats are

just as big as a cat. I don't know whether the9 are

going to come at me or after me, and then another thing

too, you walk down Courtland Street, the rats are coming,

zigzagging all day long. Why, because oP these emp ty

buildings. I think you people should turn around and

concen trate on the communi ty before you turn around

and think of Broadway. ~ - ~... ~ ~ ~. - r =~ . . .

~ ~ I.- was born and raised on Federal Hill, and T
,

never seen anything wrong with Broadway. I think Westminster

S tree t has go t more traPPi c. Whenever I go ou t wi th some-

body I always turn around and tell them, let~s go down

Broadway because I get home quicker, Westminster Street

I don't. I~ow I heard that Cumberland Farms is moving

from Westminster Street. Where am I~oing to get my

tnilk. 'i'hese people are they ~oing to walk 10 blocks,

now you walk down Courtland Street, there used to be

Jack's. Are we ~oing to wait another 10 years bePore

we get a shopping area? Neve~min~d si tting around, look-

• ~
ing and thinkin~. I think we shouZd hane more action,

~~ J
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,
~, because we taxpayers are tired of dishing vut taxes.

' That is all you read, shake your little fingers, and

use your little head and do a lfttle work, because I

am tired of watching you people do nothing.

Mr. CAAIRMAN. Your 5 minu tes are up, Mxs

Anderson.

Mxs. ANDERSON. Wha t abou t your 5 minutes ?

How many 5 minutes do you si t doing no thing, think

abou t tha t?

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mrs.

Anderson. Anyone else, please? Anyone else? Jerry

~ would you want to speak?
~.

Mr. LORENZO. Couneilman Prete, Chairman....

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Would you identify yourself,

please?

My n~me is Jerry Lorenzo, I reside at 1~.

Broadway. Councilman Pearlman, Xavier, Lynch and our

distinguished City Clerk, Mr. Vespia. I am not here

on opposing Broadway or saying that I am for Broadwa9.

I want to hear w~hat the people in my ward have to aay

ebout Broadway and the conditions in the entire area.

Atow, i t is tr~ue, I wouldn' t say the condi tion~

are desf rabie. I would ~ay the eondi tions s tink. I
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~, go along with the young Iady From Ridge Street, the

teenager. I go along with the young lady that called

me up abou t removin~ ~arbage Prom the yard. I think

I was the first one Sn about 40 years to build a house

in the 13th ward, and I built it on Broadway. I shall

be the last one to ob ject about the widening of Broadwa~

because I si t back about 10 Peet, 8 or 10 Peet 1'urther

back than all the houses an Broadway~ so that trafPic

or the wideriing of Broadway would not ePfect me, but

I am not here ~~o say that it should be widened or not

widened becauae of Jerry Lorenzo.

~ I have to abide by the wishes of the people
.

as to wha t they wan t. I have ta li s ten to the pevple,

as to the conditions that exist in the ward. Mrs.

Anderaon mentioned rats, bfg as eata, and as was men-

tioned many, many times here tonight this is nothing

n ew. Af ter I bui 1 t my home I have to go through an

experience. Vinny Vespia knows about i+~. My wife

wan ted an Angora cat. I had to buy an Angora Ca~ to

put out in the yard so i t would kill the rats in a new

home built on Broadway. Many thousands oi' dollars were

gpent on that.

The conditions that exist in the ward are nQt
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~~ due to Mr. Pallozzi and his ataff. Mr. Pallozzi and his

staff have to go according to the guidelinea that have

been set down by the federal government, and I think

wha~ we ahould do, we in ~he 13th ward e~peaially, to

get in touch wi th our Washington Delegation and tell

them that the guidelines should be changes. They shoul~

be chan~ed, beceuse from the very first meeting of the

West Broadway project, up until toni~ht, I have aeen

houses being torn doarn. Houses being boarded. As

Mra. Anderson said the tube company building an tap of

the street. I cauld understand her position when she

` called me, ~oungsters getting into the building. They,~

were putting lights on. The electricty was still in

the building, and when wa checked the place we found

tubes oP glue, not on3y inside the building, but out-

side the door which meant the kinds were sniffing glue,

and when the police went there they removed the bulbs

Prom all the fixturee.

The following night Mrs. Anderson cailed me

up and told me the bays had bought new bulbs and were

back inside the buildin~. This is not because of Mr.

Pallozzi, this is not because of a lack of a.ttentian by

the police. This is because of the generation we are

,
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living in right now, and something has ~o be done about

it. I would like to see when a house is condemned or

it's on the map showing that it is being taken; that

it should be taken immediately. I know of one house

in particular, i t was the property of the late Doctor

Valent~no on Knight Street, and there were, T think 9

families, it'a a 9 Pamily home. Only one familg is

13ving in the house, and this house is to be taken

because oP the widening of Knight Street, and after that

family moved out we had over 20 fires, and we cauld never

get any action on it. I complained tA a11 the departments
had

~ and the only way we get action on it ia becauae we strictly
. ~

a shall left, and they were aPraid now that people would

be hurt, and that is the reason the houae came down.

1 can understand the Peelings of the people ~

here who own property or are Iiving in homes that they

know ere to be taken, and it is takin~ so lvng, and I

sympa thi z e becaus e I wouldn' t wan t to be 1.iv3n~ under

those conditions. Again I say that we should ~et afte.r

our Washington Delegation and Mr. Pallozzi and hia staff

may differ witi~ me, but the ~uidelines ahould be changed.

Tf the money is tYiere, iP the Psderal ~overnment appro-

priated the money, they should say to Mr. Pallozzi you
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~- are allowed to ~ake this house down immediately, because

this 3s what is causing the blight in our ward. And

Mr. Pallozzi agrees', witYi ~me, we have discussed this many

times. It is up to Senator Pell, S~nator Pastore, it

is up to Representative St. Germain and Representatfve

Tiernan to give us action on this West Broadway pro ject.

I am sick and tired oP, well I shouldn't say

9ick and tired of receivi~ng telephone calls. I was

tired one nfght as Mrs. Anderson said, there was a death

in the family and the phone kep t ring3ng, and I have to

answer it because I am elected as a servant oi' the people;

'~ and T had to answer that phone; and they had a right to
.. '

complain as to what was going on in the neighbort~ood.

Tonight they have talked about new lighta on certain

streets. I think if some oP the people wi11 l4ok around,

especially in the b th di s tri c t, the 13 th wara, Wo~d S treet,

around thst sec~ion, and Parade Street, you will £ind

tha~ new lights have been installed, and the en~ire

ward is going to be covered with new Iights.

Mr. Chairman, members oP the Committee, I will

ab3.de by the wishes of the people as to what they want

because I repeat they have elected me as their servant,

and I have to serve them, and I served notice to Mr.

~
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- Pallozzi who is a very dear Priend of mine and h3s

staff to see that action is taken by our representatives

fn Washington so tha.t they can ~o ahead and take the

property that is supposed to be ~aken. I knew of one

particular house that is still atanding, and they were

told three years ago thst the house had to be taken.

The ten emen ts were no tifi ed abou t i t and they h~ve los t

all the tenants; and the property is of no value to the

per~on who owns it. This is no fault of yours, Mr.

Pallozzi, but again I repeat i t is the Pault of the

federal governmen t because they told qou how to do i t.

~ So Mr.
,

Chairanan I want to thank you very much

and the members of the Commi ttee Por li s tenin~ to me

tonight. I want to thank the ladies and gentlemen, if

~here is anything I can do for them starting toni~ht on

the Wsst Broadway praject, or any o~her complaint that

they have in tr~o i3 th ward, I wan t them to c c~me to me
,

or call me up but I don~t want anybod9 and I repeat, I

don't want anyone Prom outside of the 13th ward to come

into zny ward and te11 the people what they should have

and what they shouldn't have. We don't need Budd~ Georg~

or an9one else. The people are capable of taking care

01' th~maelves. Thank you very much Mr. Chairman, members
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Mr. CHAIRMAN. That was the word used, you can

always call on Charles Street, my gan~ and we wi11 be

glad to come up and give you a hand. Josephine Passarelli~

My name is Joaephine Passarelli, I live on Ridge

Street, you know ~he street down below there where about

7 or 8 houses down there. About two years they took all

the houaes away from the street. I live up at the hill

on the s top, in the mean ~3.me they took the hous e~ away

and my bedroom facing the Coomb Street side, and it has

an opening about this wide, it is touching ~he wall out-

' side. So we ealled up and told urban renewal about it.
.

I called down thrae t3mes, and we told Mr. Cook abaut

i t, but no thtng has been done. T a~n wai ting for a~ood

rainstorm.

My husband took it two gears ago, now he lost

his speach. T don't knaw what you call it, but it is `

s ti 11 tha t way . Wha t do I do abou t tha ~? 1+,tho do I go

to? Before i t does go?

Mr. CHAIRMAN. I was j'ust informed that that

is a State problem; thet propert~ was taken over by the

State. It has nothing to do with Mr. Pallozzi.

Miss PASSARFLLI~ The reason I talked to Mr.
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, DtAntuono Was because I couldn't seem to get anywhere

with the State. They have tried ta help us. We can't

get any answers.

Mr. CHAIRMANe You see ~Ir. Joseph Goasid the

head or Right-a-Way or Mr. Tzzo who is Deputy.

Miss PASSARELLI. Do I call myselP?

Mr. CiiAIRMAN. Yes.

Miss PASSARELLI. This is about a month ego

I called up.

Mr. PALLOZZI. See me after the hearing.

Mr. CI~AIRMAN. Mr. Pallozzi said to talk to

~ him aPter the hearing. The Chair wants to thank the

people for coming here this evening, We will take thia

under advisement, and we will he~ve a vote on it next

week, because we will be unable to vote on it this enen-

in~, because there ~re m~ny i~sues we have to take up.

Thank you and ~ood night.

[HEARING ADJOURNID.]

# ~ ~ # ~ # ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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