
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 558

Effective: )101witttlig September 15, 1980

WHEREAS, .:Roger •Williams  Park is :a very important cultural
and r.ecrea..tional;f.acility,:for.the.citizens of P.rovidence,:and

WHEREAS,. Over the.iast. century millions, of dollars of City
,Tax Funds and in recent ,years :additional millions of dollars. of State
and Federal' Funds have been spent ,on:.improvements..to Roger Williams
Park, and

WHEREAS,.: It is. clearly.: essential and:.inde.ed.:the:only
respons.i.ble ..cou:rse. of _act:ion!. to.:prov de, ade.quate.:security. to protect ,

. that. investment and. to.:prot:ect:;the.:s.ecu:rity :of::the. citize.ns:.using -
Rbger W lliams:Par-k,. and .•

WHEREAS, - The.:se.cu;rity; .f.or:oe.:of..the. -:Department of. Public
Parks: in Roger Williams Park- which wa.s:extremely. s.ucc:e.ss.ful,•in
reducing..vandalism: in said park: t.r.om 19:75.. thru.19'79 was, reduced

: in 19:.79: from Seven (7).:Of::fice:rs. to; Two -:.(2). Of.:f.ice:rs, has :no arrest.
. or. ticketing. powers,. has? :no: formal. training,: and.is--paid: Thirty -
. Cents (30.): per .hour- less: than .City: Custoda_al»P.e.r.sonnel.'thereby •
creating,' --during. the'.last year,• a...ser.ious security problem: in Roger
Wil:liams.Park which'. t.hreatens. to: undo. the. progress. made_ in recent
years: in:restoring. said Park,.

- NOW: THEREFORE ' BE.. IT .RESOLVED BY THIS HONORABLE . CITY. COUNCIL'
THAT:.

1).:: The :City Co:unci:l -declares- it. to be..:the. policy: :of. the
City Co!u!nci.l 'and. ',the City.of:Provide.nce::that Roger Williams• Park

. should ,have _adequate.:se.cu'rity 'at ail. times,

2) The:.Ciay'.Co:unci:l -'.accordingly request.s.the'Committee
on: _Finance: to restore.:to. !the 1980-1981 budget.of..the. 'Department -of
Public Parks-.the Two (2) :additional Park Se:curi'ty•Personnel'for_ a
total ,of. Si.x 46). such-Personnel, the.-pay, rates, the: equipment, and

. the.:citation powers. requested: unanimously by. 'the .Board. of. :Park .
. CoMMis;sione..rs and .by. the. -Superintende.nt of Parks, at ,their April -
meeting, •

pril
meeting,:•

3) , The :City '.Co:unci:l. further dir.ects..that.,the-:.Commi.s:s.ioner
of PUblic Safety: implement .forthwith.. City:Co.uncil..Re.sol:.ution:-Nb..7.98,
approved September. 14:,. 19:79, requiring. the! :implementation."~f a; full.:
time.:unif.ormed Police• Post:. to. cover Roger Williams _Pa.rk: excl:us,ively,•

.to back.: 'up and .su.pplement. the :Sec.urity::Forces. of..'.the;Department (of :
• Public:Parks,'

4):: The..Ci:ty Council; further.mor:e:.:finds. -that: :in".view of
.the:- expected massive:incr:eas•e:::in park attendance. with-the.re.opening
of our. beautiful. award winning Zoo- that:,these.natters are.:..urgent
and requ.e.st.that all munic.ipal• .authorities .implement.th.em-with 
extreme. rapidity.
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