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The Honorsble Commissioner of Public Bafety
209 TFountain Street
Providence, Rhode Island

Sir:

Respectfully submitted herewith is the annual report of the Providence
Fire Department for the year 1954.

The report covers all phases of operation of various divisions and
activities of the Department.

All fires were satisfactorily controlled and we believe the Chief Offi-
cers, company officers and personnel of all units are to be highly commended
for their vigorous and efficient services.

That there has been vigorous activity in fire protection is indicated
by the following statistics:?

Fire loss for the year 1953 ... $1,143,787.99
Fire loss for the year 1954 ... 650,216,825
Decrease for the year seeose § 493,571.74
Percentage of Decrease ' 43%

The fire loss on a five year average eesses P 926,098.79
The fire loss for 1954 is a 30% reduction on the five year average.

Per capita 1loss for 1953 c.ieess $4.60
Per capita loss for 1954 sevsess _2.62

Decrease for the year cevove $1.08
Percentage of Decrease  esesveos 435%

For the first time in seventeen years there were no three alarm fires.

There were six two alarm fires, four of them in dwellings and were
primarily second alarm fires because of the life hazard necessitating the
removal of people from the buildings. The other two were in an office duild-
ing and a manufacturing plant.

Radio communication equipment was utilized to the greatest extent pos-
sible. The use of the sets continued to provide greater mobility, effici-
ency and versatility. Considerable savings were effected through the elimi-
nation of unnecessary mileage made possible by constant contact with all
vehicles. Improved dispatching operations contributed greatly to the in-
creased overall efficiency of the department. Considerable replacement and
extensions were made in the cable and fire alarm box system.

The department is extremely proud of the record established in fire
prevention during the year 1954. The continuous efforts in all phases of
fire prevention by the Fire Prevention Bureau, augmented by the semi-annual
dwelling inspections, plus the radic in-service inspections by the companies



have, I believe, helped to make the public fire conscious. The inspections
by company personnel is of great importance, particularly as to hazards of
occupancy and knowledge of sprinkier shut-offs and other fire protection
devices in the various buildings,;

For 1952, 1953 and 1954 the departnent, in cooperation with Fire Pre-
vention Committee of thc Chamber of Cormerce, received top awards in the
National Fire Protection Association Fire Prevention Week contest for nost
effective activities in this work., In 1951, 1952 and 1953 we scored top
awards in the year round Fire Waste Contest sponsored by the National Chamber
of Cormnerce,

Ever since the advent of the public street fire alarn systen, nalicious
false alarms have been a serious threat to the fire service., Measured in
ternms of econoniic loss to runicipal government, these falsc calls are a
serious drain on the treasury and, any way you look at it, bad business,

Meanwhile, nore fire fighters and civilians are killed or injured, nore
apparatus wrecked, and fire suppression activities nade nore complicated
because of malicious false alarns,

Appeals to the general public, educational activities in the schools,
over a period of years, while showing a decrcease has not had the success
hoped for, as indicated by the following figures:

1951 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o 499 False Alarns
1952 e ¢ & o o o o 473 " "
1953 * & e o o & @ 422 " "
1954 [] L ] * * [ ] [ ] L ] 4'19 " "

As a result of the above figures and reports from cities with heavy
penalties showing greater proportional reductions, it is recormended that
the fine for this offense be set at $1,000,00 and that the law provide for
a year's inprisonnent,

The physical reorganization of the department, our cormunication systern,
response systen, our nethod of recruiting trainees and the promotional
schools have received national recognition through articles published in fire
gervice publications,

It would appear that the increasing demand for the type Qf service
rendered to the community by our rescue conpanies-calls for the installation
of a third rescue company.

This proposed company would be quartered at the fire station located
at #10 Branch Avenue and would serve the North End of the city.

During the course of the year 1954 we have rcceived nany letters con~
nending and thanking the rescue corpanies for their services. Also the



Medical Association of Providence cited both units for neritorious service
and praised their efficient handling of emergencies.,

In 195 the public had becone incrcasingly aware of this servioce, as
evidenced by a 40% increase in calls over 1953,

Our apparatus replacenent progran is continuing and for the year 1954
we received one new 750 G,P.M, pumper and a new rescue truck,

The hurricane of August 31, 1954 placed a severe strain upon the per-
sonnel and cquipnent of the fire departnent, However, the policy of holding
replaced apparatus proved its value, as the reserve equipnent was used to
great advantage in puiping out the business sections of the city, With fif-
teen reserve punpers and our regular equipnent, plus twenty Homelite punps,
the departaent had the water situation cleaned up within a very short tine,.

The entire departnent was placed on an enersgency status as soon as it
becane apparent that the hurricane created a eritical situation, All off
duty nenbers were rcecalled to duty shortly after noon on August 31lst and
rerained on duty until the critical period had passed.

A1l reserve apparatus was pressed into service to facilitate the
restoration of essential services. Several pieces of recgular apparatus were
also used to speed up the restoration, In addition, the twenty Homelite
portable purps worked 12 hours per day for scven days, punping a total of
1680 hours, These Honelite units proved invaluable in getting into places
inaccessible to the larger apparatus,

Both Rescue Companies perforned valiant services during the energency
period. They were constantly on the go all during the height of the storn,
rescuing people stranded by the flood waters, rendering first aid to the
injured, and helping out in general wherever their services were nceded, They
also perfornmed outstanding services in hospitals and governnent buildings by
providing energency lightinc where it was vitally nceded,

May I take this opportunity to thank you, Cormissioner Dunn, and the

Honorable Members of the City Government for their fine cooperation and
support given to me as Chief of thc Departnent, during the year 1954.

IN CITY COUNCIL " Respectfully submitted,

/:’ v—
- FEB 171958 I
AD ................ 4"{"? e ; :.\”,.// . b ‘:; '//
WHEREUPON IT IS ORDERED THAT o e /waéf“h <

THEASAME 88 RECEIVED.
LEWIS A, MARSHALL

/MLZML/M/LL/ Chief of Departnent
' CLERK
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PERSCNNEL AND EQUIPMENT

15 Engine’ Companies

2 n R and Tender

1 t  and Chemical = Combination
9 Ladder Companics

2 Rescue Compeanies

1 Salv.ge Company

1 Ladder Company deactivated (Lad, 8) August 22, 195l
1 Engine " " (Eng, 16) July 12, 1954

Total Department membership - December 31, 195 - L65

Appointments 59
Pensioned 10
Resigned L
Promotions 20
Transfers 122
Commendations 3
Reprimands 8
Died 3

SUPERIOR OrFICENS

Lewis A, Marshall, Chief of Department

BATTALION CHIEFS -

Frank G, Eldredge Norman Jones

William E, Falls ' Leonard 4. Kiernan

Carl F, Fleigner Froncis J, O'Briaz.
Samuel A, Fogell John T, ¥rLaughlin

Leo E. Gormgn lbert J, Sheridan
Walter F. Hannway John E, Sullivan
Eugene L, Hawkins William E, Sullivan Jr,

Gordon Jones, Superintendent - Automotive Repair Shop

Henry vanWestendorp, Superintendent - Fire Alarm Telegraph

John B, Sullivan, Superintendent - Department of Building Renairs
Frank W, Schrage, Assistant Superintendent - Automotive Repair Shop

J, Clifton Leighton, Assistant Superintendent - Fire Alarm Telegraph



PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT -Cont,

Capt, Fred L, Badger

Capt, John E, Butler Jr,

Capt. Edmund F, Carlson
Capt. George R, Corlson
Capt o Jomes F, Coleman Jr,
Capt. John F, Drury

Capt. Rich~rd B, J. Farmer

Capt, John Feeney

Capt, Thomas J, Fitzgernld
Capt » Williom T, Gibbons

Capt, Paul J, Herzog

Capt. George O, Huestis
Capt, Jemes T, Killilea
Capt, John i, Langton

Capt, Jozeph T, lenahan

Cart, Henvy 2, Maine

Lieut, Russell H, Backman
Lieut, Lawrence &, Bouchard
Lieut. Willim D, Bourke
Lieut, Arthur Brodeur
Lieut., Jomes C, Byrne
Lieut. James G, Cahill
Lieut. fimbrose V., &larke
Tieut, Raymond 8. Connor
Lieut, Leo T, Deuso Sr.
Lieut. Elliot M, Durfee
lieut, Edwin A, Fay

Lieut. Anthony Gibalerio
Lieut, Ch,rles J,Gilchrist
Lieut. George 4A. Cray
Lieut. Frank Hodgson
Lieut, William J, Hughes
Lieut, William P, Knnaczet
Lieut, William F, Kelly
Lieut, Thomes M, Kennedy
Lieut, Edward J. Biernan
Lieut., James E, Kilkenney
Lieut. George E, LaPorte
Lieut, leo P, Lavallee
Lieut, William J. Lynch
Lieut. Rich-rd H, Lyons
Lieut. Maurice J, Maguire

Cept, Edmond F, Marngne
Gapt, Josenh P, Marrinen
Capt, John J, Mohan

Capt. Thomes O, McLaughlin
Capt. Corl H, Norberg
Capt, Nicholas E, O'Brien
Capt. LRichard E, D'Legry
Capt. Vincent T, Reardon
Capt, John L, Rooney
Capt. Sylvester F, Shea
Capt. Frncis A, Shea
Capt. Albert E. Skog
Capt, Earl J, Smith

Capt. Daniel F, Stafford
Capt. Frederick J, Ward
Capt. Limos M, Weeden

Lieut, James E. Maher

Lieut, Joseph J, Mainey
Lieut., Clarence B. McCormick
Lieut, James H, McDermott
Lieut. John F, McDonalé Jr,
Lieut, John ¥, McGwinn
Lieut., Mattew McKeon

Lieut. Thomas M, McManus
Lieut, Joseph H, Mitchell
Lieut, Gecrge H, Nowell
Iieut, Guido Nutini

Lieut, Charles W, Oatley Jr,
Lieut, Frederick J, O'Brien
Lieut. Williem H, O!'Connell
Lieut. John J. O'Haire Jr,
Lieut, Bortholomew E. Quigley
Lieut. ilfred J, Reall
Lieut, James W, llobertson
Lieut. Jomes J. Roche

Lieut. Raymond E, Shawcross dJr,
Lieut, Leonard E, Sweeney
Lieut, George B, Vieweg
Lieut, Robert D, Walsh
Lieut. Bernard J, Waters Jr,



The apparatus cansists of 18 Pumpers, (1 combination foanite), 9 Ladder
Trucks, 2 Engine Tenders, 2 Rescue Trucks, 1 Salvage Truck, with 15 Triple

Combinatien Pumpers, 4 Ladder Trucks and 1 Rescue Truck in reserve,

Engine Co. No, 1 La France 1250 July, 1942
" noon 2 " 750 June, 1952
" noon o3 n 750 April, 1953
n noonoy n 1000 . July, 1927
n noonog " 750 April, 1950
nooonon g " 750 June, 1952
" noon o " 1250 July, 1942
" n o n g " 750 April, 1950
" noon o9 1 1500 Dccenber, 1949
n "m0 n 1250 Novenber, 1945
n noonq1 General 750 Decerber, 1953
n noonip La France 750 April, 1950
" noon13 General 750 Deceriber, 1953
" LI A La France 750 April, 1950
n nooona9 Ward La France 750 April, 1954
" noonoqg Oren 750 Septenber, 1952
" noona9 General 750 Decenber, 1953
n noon o0 General 750 Decenber, 1953
Ladder Co. No, 1 La France ferial June, 1950
" T " " October, 1945
" nono 3 n City Service June, 1929
n neoono g n derial Novenber, 1942
n noon g " " March, 1946
" noow 4 Scagrave Aerial Septerber, 1954
" nonog La France " February, 1950
" noon o9 n " Decenber, 1951
" 1o no n October, 1937
Engine Tender No, 7 G. M. C. Decenber, 1950

n 1 n 9

Rescue Co., No, 1
1t Hi 1 2

Salvage Co., No. 1

Ford C, O. E,

Scott-White
Chevrolet (2% Ton)

Studebaker (1% Ton)

August, 1950

October, 1951
June, 1954

February, 1953

Reserve Engine No, 2(2) La France 1000 (2) 1925 (2)
1 ] i 3 " 1000 1919
11 1 n 5 1" looo 1923
" n "6 (2) " 1000 (2) 1925 & 1927
n " vl " 1000 1924
" " "2 " 1000 1926
" " "1 (2) " 1000 1920 & 1925



@,

COMPANY

Reserve Engine No.
n 1" "

" n f

Reserve Ladder No,
n n" i

n " n

Reserve Rescue No,

TYPE G.P.M.
17 (3) La France 1000 (3)
19 " 1000
20 " 1000
6 (2) La France Aerial (2)
7 " City Service
8 n . on "

2 Chevrolet (13 Ton)

DATE

1918 & 1927 (2)
1927
1924

1916 & 1926
1920
1925

1939



CAUSES OF FIRES AND ALARMS

For fires in buildings:

Cagndle = Lamp « Torch
Careless use of mgtches

n smoking

" n in bed
Defective Boiler - Furnace

n chimney

n elec, appliance

" range oil burner

" power oil burner
" portable oil heater
" spoce 0il hegter
n smoke pipe-~ flue
n wiring
Dust -~ lint
Explosion
Food ~ grease
Glass oil bottle broken
bBross fire extended
Incendiary
Range 0il burner - overflow
Space ' heater - "
Overhested electric motor
n exhaust pipe
n oven
n boiler -~ furngee
R stove pipe
i fireplace
Rubbish « litter
Set by juveniles
Short circuit - wires
" n -~ elecric motor
Soet in chimney
Spark from chimney
n " motor -machine
n " rubbish fire
Spontaneous combustion
Suspicious
Struck by lightening
Undetermined
Total

Il
co\l oo

H

}._I

no

‘:*i’“
]
N



Causes of fires and ,l=rms - continued,

Other than for a fire in g building:

False Aljrms L19 Rescue - Emergency 2,071
Bon-fire 71 Overhe . ted tar kettle 3
Needless - Accidental 296 Eleetric motor 2
Candle - lamp - torch 10 Overheated dip tank 29
Caréless use of matches 5 n electric flat 2
u smoking 50 ‘ " stove pipe L
Smoking in bed 3k Rag on pipe, etv, 3
Defective boiler - furnsce 8 Set br juveniles P
" chimney 16 Overturned portable oil heater 1
" electric applignce 16 Short circuit ~ wires L0
n gas stove n " " - electric motor 19
" range oil burner 23 Soot in chimney 18
u power oil burner 7 Spork from motor- machine 2
Bridge : i Spontaneous combustion 1
Defective port,.ble oil burner 6 Spark from chimney 1
" space oil heater 29 Struck by lightening 2
n smoke pipe - flue L Suspicious 2
n mechinery 2 Undetermined 1
v wiring ’ 3L Auto~truck-bus 358
Mst ~ lint 8 Boat , 2
Fxplosion I Durp 3138
Food ~ gregse L5 Fence 14
Hot -aghes 1 Grass~brush-leaves 579
Range oil burner - fla.reback 9 Junk yard 7
" t " - overheated 1 Rubbish~ litter 319
" " L = overflow L5 Tree- pole 33
Space o0il heater 2l 0il bomb in street Sl
Overhested oven 1 Miscellaneous 33
i exhaust pipe 1 Total E,9E§

n Boiler- furnsce 10

" gas steam rydi,tor 1

Blood dongtions mpde by members of the Department e 30
Deaths caused by fire - 6

Multiple alarm fires « 2nd Alarms S



NUMBER OF ALARMS DURING EACH HOUR

Hour Alarms Hour Alarms
Ao M. A, M, P, M, P. M,
12 -1 149 12 -1 330
1-2 162 1we?2 326
2 -3 93 2=-3 329
3=-L qn 3-1 359
L -5 55 =S 3L9
5 =~6 51 5 -6 329
6 -1 76 6 -7 3311
7 -8 111 7 -8 275
8 =9 178 8 -9 306
9 - 10 175 9 - 10 289
10 - 11 271 10 - 11 2L5
11 - 12 293 11 - 12 167

Total %,303

NUMBER OF ALARMS DURING ELCH DAY

Sunday 693
Monday 762
Tuesday  TuL7
Wednesday 738
Thursday 712
Friday €30
Saturday _821

Total 5,303



The following is the st.tisticnl summ~ry of the activities of
the fire fighting force of the Department for the year ending December 31,
195L:

Working time of compznies at fires ~ 3,719 hrs, 52 mins,
Working time &% dumps - 169 hrs, 148 mins.
Working time of pumpers at fires - 26 hrs, LO mins,
Emergency pumping time during hurricanes - 326 hrs, 4O mins,
Portable pumps worked " " 2,420 hrs,

HOSE LINES USED:

Booster No, of lines used 1,335 Total feet of hose = 162,200

11" hose *  nMon 1 1480 n moowoow o 57 150

2§u 1 n " n n 513 n n n 1 - l?0,0SO

ELANN " n L n 17 n n n " - S,OOO

MASTER STREAM APPILIANCES USED:
derial pipe = 2

LADDERS USED:

herial Laders - No, used = 29 - Totsl £cét - 2,5U5

Porteoble " - no_ "992 - n 1 20’h59

EXTINGUISHERS:
Foam 16
Soda - Acid L
Carbon Dioxide 79
Pump Tank 163
Carbon Tectschloride L6
Dry Chemical 1

OTHER EQUIPMENT USED:
Salvage covers L7 Homelites 63
Bundles of 1,ths 60 3/L Generators 39
Rolls of roofing paper 95 1/L Sprinkler heads 17
Smoke ejector 39 Fittings 6



EXTRA HOURS AND LOTT TIME:

Extra hours of duty performed 29,011 hrs, 15 mins,
Time in gttendance at drills 2,,80 ® 38
Time lost by members through sickness 38,73, " 59
Time " ® ! n injuries 28,026 " Lj n
Special time granted 3310 " 10

INSPECTIONS:

RESIDENTIAL:
(dwellings, apartments, rooming houses, etc,) 124,811

NON-RESIDENTIAL:
(Theaters, churches, hospitals, schools, etc,) 3,221

MERCANTIIE :
(Rerail stores, restaurants, repair shops, etc.) 8,606

MANUFACTURING:
(F.ctories, bokeries, laundries, etc,) 2,013

STORAGE:
(Warchouses, piers, etc,) 1436

MISCELLANEOUS
(Power plants, pumping stations, etc.) 212

HYDRANTS: 37,219

APPROVALS and PERMISIS.
Gasoline 3,488
Garages 2,858
Dangerous Chemicals Sh1




Loss
N

Loss
it

Insurance carried

n

on buildings
" contents

on Buildings
" contents

n

FIRE LOSS DAT/ - 195l

- Insured $350,118,08
- i 300,098,17
~ Uninaured,estimgted 4,959.85
- 1t n 1,550.00
on buildings %$16,897.950,00

" contents l4,051,090,00

Fire loss for the year 1953 %1,143,787.99
n n n " n 1954 650,216,25

Decrease for the year 693,571,k

Per capita loss for the year 1953 8l .60
1 1 1] n o on n 195h 2.62

Decrease for the year .98

1953 - Number of fires of $1,000,00 or more loss = 97
195 - v

n f1 fn n 1 n n - 101

- 17 -



NECROLOGY

Three active members and fifteen pensioned members died during the past

year:

Batt, Chief James J, Hackett, Active member - died Feb, 26, 1954

Cept, Riley A, Wilcox,

Lieut, Michael L, McDonough,

Joseph B, McGuire,
Alfred C, Ames,
Walter G, Smith,

John F, McKenna,
William E, Covell,
Frank M, Tillingh,st,
James E, BtNeil,
Henry J, Woolley,
Richard Martin,

Hugh P, Wood

Dennis Keohane,
Randolph C, baggesen,
Charles J, McGuire,
Sylvester J, Bowers,
Frederick J, Inglesby,

Pensioned member - died
1.

v
1

"
"
1t
t
L]
n
1"
1t
tt
1]
u
1
1

-

LI D B BN UN B BN

]

| B I I

" Aug, 28, 1954
" Dec, 28, 1954

Feb, 2, 1954
March 11, 1954
March 27, 195k
March 30, 1954
May 19, 1954
July 3, 1954
July 13, 195N
July 31, 195k
Augy 22, 195k
Avg. 26, 1954
Oct, 19, 1954
NOV. 3, 195’4
Nov, 13, 1954
Nov, 28, 1954
Dec, 2, 195h
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PROVIDENCE FIRE DEF AR TMENT
DIVISION OF TRAINING

ANNUAL REPORT

The following constitutes the activities of the Division of
Training for the ¥Year 195k, '

On the lst of January, the Division was busily engaged in
correcting and marking 82 Privates' rromotional School Compet-
itive Examinations for selection of the ten top graded candi-
dates to begln a course of training in the Privates' Section
of the Promotional School. The examination for this selection
was given on December 30, 1953,

On January 1lth, a two week training course in the Privates'
Section of the Division Promotional School was convened for the
ten competitively selected Privates. At the end of this course,
all ten candidates were certified to become Lieutenants in the
Department as vacancies occur,

In connection with the Training Course in the Privates'
Sectlion of the Promotional School, this Division is indebted
to Providence College, the Grinnell Corp., Mr. Alex Addeo,
Inspector of Buildings, Mr. Peter Hicks, Yublic Service
Engineer, Mr. Philip Holton, Supt., Frovidence Water Supply
Board as well as various members of other units of our Fire
Department for thelr cooperation and assistance in glving
Lectures, Demonstrations and Instructions on specific subjects
vhich resulted in making the Promotional School Course a
success.,

On February 9th, 30 members of the 12th Trainees' Class
completed their advanced training and by General Orders
No. 9, 1ssued by the Chief of Department, were assigned to
the Fire Dgpartment.

On March 19th, this Division conducted a competitive
examination for the selection of 30 candidates for the 13th
Trainees' School. 118 qualified candidates participated in
this examination.

On April 12th, the 30 successful candidates were inducted

into the 13th Trainees' School of this Division for a 13 week
Perled of instruction and training.

- 15 =



On July 12th, the 13th Trainees' Class having successfully
completed Basic and Unit Training, were assigned by special
schedule to a 13 week practical training course with the various
fire fighting and rescue units in the Department snd on October
Tth, 29 members: of this Class were certified as having success-
fully completed their training effective October 12, 1954 and
were recommended for acceptance into the Fire Department as
vacancies occured.

In connection with this Class of Trainees, one of it's
menmbers, narely: Trainee Charles Leo McKenna, Jr., finished his
training with a graded score of 96.67% . His excellence in graded
gcore was recognized by an order from the Chief of Department
that " Tralnee McKenna's picture be included with the Honor Roll
picures in the Division Class Room.

On July 30%th, this Division conducted a competitive examin-
ation for the selection of 15 candidates for the 1h4th Trainees'
5chool.

129 qualified cendidates, the largest group in the history
of the Division, participated in this examination.

On September 7th, the 15 successful candidates were inducted
into the lUth Trainees' School for a 13 week perlod of instruc-
tions and training.

On December 6th, the 15 members of the lUth Trainees' Class.
having successfully completed their Bagic and Unit Training,
were assigned ty special schedule to a 13 week advanced training
course with the various fire fighting and rescue units in the
Department for presctical treinin;: and shall remain in that status
until March 7th when their six months training shall bte com-
pleted. '

At this time, I would like to bring to your attention the
continued invaluable service rendered by the Fquivalency Board
comprising Mr. John P. Cronin, City Director of Recreation,
Mr. Guido Cerrilli, Principal of Mount Pleasant Junior High
School and Mr. C. B. Keach, local Attorney.

As you kncw, it is their duty to evaluate the knowledge
possessed by those candidates who as applicants for the Train-
ing School Entrance Competitive Examination have not completed
the tenth grade of formel education and to approve or reject
such applications. The time and care with which particularly
Mr. Cronin and Mr. Cerrilli have devoted themselves to this
duty on a chosen night previous to holding a competitive exam-
ination for each contemplative Trainees' School comrends them
highly.



On December 7th, 1954, this Division on orders from the Chief
of Department, issued an Announcement to the Department to the
effect that it would hold a competitive examination to it's
Promotional School, Privates' Section,; the rromotional School
Session to be convened on or sbout January 10 1955,

The Announcement directed that applications for qualifying
would close on December 23. 1954. As of that date 109 qualify-
ing epplications were accepted at this Division.

On December 27th, a Gsneral Order was issued by the Chiefl
of Department directing that the competitive examination for
qualifying for entrance into the fromotional School, Privates'
Section, will be conducted on January 3, 1955.

During the Year 1954, this Division did extensive mimeo-
sraphing of various types of forms and reports used in the Fire
Department.

In addition to the foregone, this Division in compliance
with the Regulations continues to maintain a system of permanent
records of members of the Department and of those who make
application to become members as 1t is required by the Regu-
lations.

Respectfully submitted,

! ¢

o \ a
[ S ke
\1’“ VP )'4 /7(1 i Lf”f;n/
éaﬁtain & Act. Dir. of Training.
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BURLAU OF FIRE PRIVSLHTION

I herewith submit for yo'r cousideration end anproval the following
annual report of the activities of the Bureau of Fire Prevention for the
year ended Zecember 31, 1954.

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I submit this year's report
because of the outstanding record compiled by the Providence Fire Depart~
ment during the year just passed. The Fire Prevention Bureau is proud te
be a part of the Fire Departnent and to have played a part in establishing
such a remarkable record. The reductions made in cutting down the annual
fire losses, in reducing the number of building fires and the number of
large loss fires is probably the most outstanding record ever achieved in
any one calendar year in the City's history. This record is all the more
remarkable when one considers the obstacles that confront the fire depart-
ment in.its never ending fight to protect the lives and proverty of the
citizens of Providence from death and destructicn by fire.

~ The City of Providence is by no means a modern city in the true sense
of the word, it is 318 years old. With its share of narrow streets and
steep hills and a waterfront that contains what is probably the largest bulk
storage of petroleum products of any city in New England adjacent 1o heavy
open lumber storage, the problem of fire protection and prevention is an
acute one. There are 248,600 people crowded into 18.9 square miles of terri-
tory. Many of them housed in wooden buildings, some secticns of the city
are more densly populated that others with sub-standard housing which pre-
sents a constant 1life hazard problem.

Faced with such conditions as these the Providence Fire Department must
of necessity, wage a relentless day by day war to hold the line in the
reductions made in the past year and to be able to attain its goal of further
reductions in years to come, if therefore, to make the City of Providence a
truly fire safe city. To this end may I assure you that the Bureau of Fire
Prevention pledges i1ts full support with every means at its command to
achieve this goal.

At the present time the Bureau consists of eleven permanent members and
one Captain on special assigmment. Captein Nicholas E. O'Brien is tempora=-
rily assigned to the Bureau for the purpose of instituiing in the fire fight-
ing force a uniform method of inspection procedure according to the recommen-
ded practices of the National Fire Protection Association. At the present
time he is conducting a program of instruction in the use of the new and
expanded In-Service Inspection Form. As each group is instructed in the use
of the new forms Captain O'Brien accompanies them on an inspection tour.

This program is to continue until every fire company in the department has
received instructions in the proper use of the new form and the proper and
uniform technique in conducting In-Service Inspections.

The problem of educating the users of range oil burners and ¢il burning

portable heaters in the safe use of same continues to be the paramount prob-
lem facing the fire service today. The death toll from this type of heating

- 18 =



equipment continues to mount each year across the nation. Providence had
6 fire fatalities during 1954 of which three were small children whose
deaths were directly traceable to fires caused by o0il burning equipment of
the type mentioned above.

The Chief of Department being aware that this problem existed in many
homes in Providence propoged that the annual dwelling inspection campaign,
conducted in October in conjunction with the annual F.re Prevention Week
program, be devoted to the task of concentrating on dwellings using this
type of heating equipmente The Fire Prevention Committee of the Providence
Chamber of Commerce provided funds to purchase 30,000 specially prepared pam-
phlets designed to assist people in the safe handling and use of olil burning
range and portable heaters. The pamphlets were purchased from the National
Fire Protection Association in Boston. The insvecting firemen were provided
with supplies of these pamphlets to be distributed to homes where this type
of equipment was in use. An intensified radio and television compaign was
conducted by members of the department asimed at bringing to the attention of
the public the dangers of improper use of this type of heating apparatus.

At the present time there is a conmittee formed at the instigation of the
Attorney General to study the problem of drawing up regulations on a state-~
wide basis to tighten, where necessary, the existing regulations pertaining
-t0 0il heating equipment. Two members of the Fire Prevention Bureau are on
the Committee,

Once each year the Cil Heat Industry of MNew England conducts a ten weeks
course in the proper care and maintenance of oil heating equipment. The
Industry offers free of charge the course to members of the fire service.

At the suggestion of Chief Marshall all members of the Bureau who had not
previously attended the school were enrolled to take the course. Every possi-
ble available means of gaining further knowledge that will prove in any way
helpful in preventing loss of life and property by fire from oil heating
equipment will be exhausted by this Buresu, It is the one problem that this
Burear is vitally interested in solving and one that will continue to receive
the Bureau's fullest attention. ‘

The Annual Fire Prevention 'eek observance for 1954 saw a most comprehen-
sive program of events presented throughout the City. The week's observance
was opened with ceremonies staged at the Union Station where the Had-A-Fire
Family was welcomed into Providence. They were met with a band and a delaga-
tion of firemen and members of the Fire Prevention Committee of the Providence
Chamber of Commerce. Several pieces of apparatus was drawn up in front of the
Union Station to provide an escort to the Had-A~Fire Family during the parade
sround the center of the city. The line of march ended in front of the City
Hall where, with the apparatus, was drawn up in formation on the Mall. Mayor
Reynolds greeted the Had-A-Fire Family and with the reading of the Mayor's
Proclamation, officially opened the 1954 Fire Prevention Week program for the
City of Providence.

The highlight of the week's observance was the intensified dwelling inspec=
tion campaign conducted by the department., It received special notice from
the National Fire Protection Association. They felt that the program was so
good that they mentioned i%t as one of the highlights of the nationwide obser-
vance of Fire Prevention Week and are planning on running feature articles in
their monthly magazine covering all phases of the programn.

- 19 -



In the nationwlde Fire Prevention Week contest conducted by the Nationgl
Fire Protection Association the City of Providence was Jjudged second best to
Hartford, Conn., in cities of our population group. Although our entry did
not bring first prize but was singled out for special mention is indicative
of the excellence of the program conducted.

Our educational program under the direction of Lieutenant Frederick J,
0'Brien, continues to produce most gratifying results as you know from the
numerous visits you have made to various schools to view the Fire Prevention
projects prepared by the children. The high praise from the members of the
Fire Prevention Committee of the Chamber of Commerce who attended several
school presentations during Fire Prevention Week, speaks well for this phase
of our activities. :

Special emphasis was placed on training hospital personnel in the proper
and efficient use of first aid fire appliances. Classes were conducted in
the following hospitals, Rhode Island, St. Joseph's, Roger Williasms and the
Mirism Hospitals. Fractical demonstrations were conducted at the above
institutions in the handling of the various type fire extinguishers under
simulated fire conditions. In addition, arrangements were made with the
Nutional Board of Fire Unisrwriters for the loan of their latest film on
hospital fires entitled "Fire end Your Hospital", w~hich was shown to all
hospital personnel.

A special survey of every hotel in the city was conducted by Captain
Nicholas E. O'Brien. The purpose of this survey was to bring to light, and
correct, any conditions existing in them that were hazardous to life and
proverty. Each and every hotel in the city was thoroughly checked from base-
ment to roof for fire safety. 'Wherever conditions were found that did not
conform to safe practices for hotel oceupance they were noted, called to the
attention of the management and followed up by Captain O'Brien until correc-
tion were made. '

At your direction I have stepped up our photographic work. Every phase
of departmental activities are now being photograrhed. As a result of this
increased activity in picture taking, a provlem has developed in the develop-
ing of the pictures. As you know we are forced to use the dark room of the
Bureau of Criminel Investigation for all our developing. I wish to point out
at this time that we have received the fullest cocperation from the personnel
of this Bureau, in fact they have been more than helpful in meking it possikle
for Inspector Sullivan to complete the many hundreds of pictures taken by him
during the year. However, in spite of this help and cooperation there are
times when both departments, due to emergencies arising where pictures are
needed in a hurry, when we have 10 delay our developinge In view of this
situation and as a result of our stepped up photographic program it is impera-
tive that this Bureau be provided with complete facilities for developing our
own pictures. Therefore, may I suggest that you give this problem your
ettention.
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Much progress has been made during the year in our industrial fire
training program. Several large plants were visited and instructions given
to the personnel in the proper use of first aid fire appliances. Practical
demonstrations were held, fires built and the personnel extinguished the
fires thereby gaining knowledge in the use of the extinguishing agents by
actually using them.

During the year the undersigned lectured to each Trainee and Promotional
class conducted by the Division of Training. In addition to the lectures
practical demonstrations in the chemistry of fire and fire hazards demonstra=-
tions were presented to the classes. Inspectors Sullivan and O'Brien assisted
in the demonstrations. '

The citywide inspection of all underground gasoline tanks that were in
service fifteen years or more was completed during the year. This program
which was under the supervision of Captain Fitzgerald, proved to be very
valuable in uncovering weaknesses in some of the tanks that might otherwise
have resulted in creating serious situations if allowed to go undetected.

The undersigned attended the Arson Seminar at Purdue University during the
year. The course lasts for one week with sessions from nine in the morning to
five in the afternoon with several night sessions. It is an extremely worth~
while course for members of fire investigation organizations. It is well
attended as the roster of last year's course revealed representatives in atten-
dance from the 48 states snd Canada. Representatives were present from fire
and police departments, statc police organizations, National Board of Fire
Underwriters' field men, military organizations and many other organizations
and many other oragnizations interested in the problem of arson.

Since incendiary fires is a problem that comes within the scope of this
Bureau I would urgently recommend that as many of the personnel of the Bureau
as possible be given an opportunity to attend this course,

In conclusion I present the following compilation of the various activi-
ties conducted by the personnel during the year:

INVESTIGATION: (Of complaints received)

Complaints corrected 1096 Complaints unjustified 91
Buildings razed 35 Buildings repaired 50
Referred to Hsalth Dept. 41 Referred to Bldg Insp. 200
" " Pub.Serv.Engre 55 Request of occupants 69
Defec, chimney-smoke pipe Fire escapes-pahic bolts etc. 51
and heating plant 92  Obstructed exits 69
Open exposures 177 Burning rubbish 299
' Rubbish conditions corrected 687
FIRES!:

Fires investigated 1561 Suspicious fires 58
Fires referred to Juvenile Div. 36 Tire losses investigated 1613

Court cases 4
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PLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEVBLY:

Bingoes
Carnivals

INSPECTIONS: (Regular)

Original Inspections
Theatres

Nursing homes
Hospitals

Orphanages

Gasoline applications

Storage of fuel oil -bulk

DEMONSTRATI ONS-LECTURES-ETC

Fire Prev.Demonstrations
Att. at "
Lecture - talk

" " Atte.at
Fire drills conducted

MISCELLANEOUS?

~No smoking signs issued
Photographs taken
Pamphlets distributed
Posters "

Comie books

337

1051
114
16
16

81
14

27
1984
39
1011
81

371
860
4210
902
120

Exhibitions-boxing~hockey~etc,

Night clubs

Re-inspections
Convalescent homes

Homes for children

Schools

Storage of vehicles
Gasoline tanks
Dang.Chemical applications

HMoving Picture showings
Att. at " "
Conferences attended
Radio broadcast
Television "

Warning slips issued
Extra hours worked
Books distributed
Public displays set up
Playlets

1722
20
74
180

97
131
134

61
1076

11

15

5955

557
20
29

I wish tc take this opportunity to express my thanks and appreciastion
to you for your whelehearted cooperation extended to the undersigned and the
members of the Bureau during ths year 1954,

Respectfully submitted,

LEO E. GORMAN

Chief, Bureau of
Fire Prevention.
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BUREAU OF OPERATIONAL CONTROL

I respectfully subnit for consideration and approval the following report
of the activitics of the Burcau of Operaticnal Control for the year ending
December 31, 1954, :

As this division is responsible for the effective and accurate dispatching
of departnient units and personnel, it is ry privilege to report that dispatching
companies to alarms of fire and other emergencies by voice over the Vocalarn
Systen has proven to be highly efficient.

During the year 1954 the radio network of the Fire Departrent has continued
to grow and all fire fighting units are now equipped with two-way radios, The
use of radio by the fire service has proven that voice transnission, the person
to person contact, exceeds in clarity, precision and rapidity any other forn
of co-rmnicating energency fire business, Each party seys just what he .wants,
asks clarifying questions if necessary, and therc is a conplete neeting of
ninds that may be obtained in no other way,

The fire service has made great strides in its adoption of radio. Just to
cite sone of the advantages derived fron the two-way, three-way radio -- for
that is really what it is:

1. A1l fire companies are in direct contact with, and under control of,
the Fire Alarn dispatcher during pericds when they arc absent fron quarters,
This was not possible prior to the installation of this systen.

2., All alarns transnitted by vocalarn arc also broadcast on the radio so
that companies responding recheck on the location to which they are proceeding,
thereby nininizing any possibility of error,

3, Fire Companies that have responded to an alarm and whose services are
not required have been returned to quarters or redispatched to a subsequent
alarm of fire,

L. It has reduced the out-of-service tine of rnost units,.

5. Corpanies returning to quarters at a reduced rate of speed, thereby
mininizing the incidence of accidents.

6, It has reduced the mileage traveled by conpanies responding to or
returning fron alarns of fire, which has reflected in the conservation of fuel
and the physical depreciation of apparatus,

7. It has also cnabled the Chief Officers at a fire to issue orders to
the cormpanies enroute prior to their arrival at the scenc.

8., The radio firc prevention progran has becn a daily procedure, every
day in the year,
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9, Firc Prevention Week was observed in part by a city-wide house .to
house visit with all radio equipped units. Each piecc of apparatus was nanned
by its regular crew and responded to alarus by radic. At sirmultaneous tines
during the weck, nine ladder corppanies and eightecn cngine companies were on a
coordinated series of inspections through the eity,

After five years of uninterrupted service, I an happy to report that all
of our expectations have beecn fulfilled and the efficiency of our Fire Depart-
nent has been greatly increased by the use of radio.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed) FRANCIS J. O'BRIEN
Battalion Chief



CARPENTER SHOP

The following is a réport of the work accorplished at the Carpenter
Shop during the year ending December 31, 1954:

A total of 270 feet of new ladders were built which included extension,
roof, folding and step ladders. Ladders repaired during the year anounted
to 878 feet, 1850 feet of ladders were sanded and given two coats of varnish,
and the Aerial ladder on Ladder Truck No., 1 was sanded, tightened and given
two coats of varnish,

Six large Formica Top Tables were built for various stations and work
benches were made for two stations, Forty-threc handles were nade for fire
axes, four handles were made for pull-over rakes, fifteen poles were nade for
plaster hooks and eight hose poles were made, Three platforns were built for
Vocal Alarn desks, three hundred fifty Hydrant signs were nade, and fifty
pieces of furniture were repaired.

Eight sets of whecl blocks and five bulletin boards were made, screens
and screen doors were rade and repaired, forty-five backboards for Fire Alarn
pedestals and forty-eizht Dog Signs werc cut out, and we built one large
five~drawer cabinet to hold maps at Firc Alar: Hoadquarters., In addition, a
booth was built and placed in front of City Hall for use during Fire Prevention
Week, several signs werc nade for Fire Prevention Weck, a number of holders
were turned to hold nozzles on apparatus, and a large nunber of boxes were
made to hold hot water cans, Scott Air Paks, hand lights, single and double
gated wyes, and hydrant and inspection cards.

A rack with twelve spaces was built to hold stolen bicycles in the Evi-
dence Roon at Police Headquarters, four boxes were made to hold Riot Guns in
Police Cruisers, wooden boxes were built for Police Motorcycles, and sixty
nightsticks were turned. We also nade one hundred twenty-five wooden traffic
horses, four benchcs and four settees for the Pistol Range, and full length
screens for the house at the Pistol Range,

This report surmariszes, as accurately as possible, the work turned out
at the Carpenter Shop, There are nany other articles nade which are too

nunerous to list, but which are essential to the successful operation and
maintenance of both the Fire and Policec Departnents,

Respectfully subnitted,
(Signed) EUGENE L, HAWKINS

Battalion Chief



FIRE ALARM DIVISTON

As in the past, it has been thc prine purpose of the Fire Alarm Division
to so maintain this rost important division of the Firc Departient, that it
would do its utnost to expedite the rapid and accurate transnission of all
alarns of fire and so make it possible for the Providence Fire Departeent as
a whole to hold the position of excellent perforrance for which it has an en-
viable reputation, With this in nind, this Division has made constant checks
and repairs of its instellation and has endeavored to extend its coverage when-
ever and wherever possible,

One of the nost important improvenents that has been continued during
this past year has been the additional installation of smeveral miles of new
serial linc wire which had becn purchascd in the previous year., This replace-
ment was hacly needed and the installation has been a great improvenent, This
work is coatinuing and will be done to the extent of the stock on hand,

There has been a comnendable extension of the Fire Alarm Box coverage in
the city during the past year. In this time we have installed 12 new boxes,
of which § rave ocen public boxes located on the streets of the city and 3
have 1son answelicd on private property. During the ycar 3 private boxes have
been vorcvel fron service at the request of the cwners, As of this date, there
is in scivice & +otal of 907 boxes, of which 652 are public and 255 are pri-
vately ovwned. During the past year it has been nossible for this Division to
change 5 boxes from aerial service to underground gservice, This procedure is
in the best interests of this departrent and will be continued as rmch as pos-
sible,

The biggest setback that this Division had during the past year was the
hurricanc of August 3lst. During that storn, this Division suffered great
darmage both £ron the high winds and fron the-inundation. The falling of trees
and power wices carried away considerable of the acrial wire in our installa-
tion and when the winds had subsided 22 or our aerial circuits were open and
all of the hoxes on these circuits were out of service. This amounted to about
L0% of the Fire Alarn Box coverage that was out of order, As soon as it was
practicable. the entire working force of this Division was sent out to restore
service as soon as possible and by nightfall of thai sane day, all box circuits
excepting 4 were back in service on a temporarily rcpaired basis. The remain-
ing 4 circuits were back in service by noon of the following day. Naturally,
we were still to encounter considerable trouble in the aerial installation
when the work of removing trces started and it turned out to be a full tine
job to maintain these circuits in operating condition. In the neantine, our
underground crew was sent out to inspect the damage that had been done to the
boxes and cquipnent which had been submerged and it was found that 21 of the
boxes had been wet and these had to be replaced. An ercrgency order was ob~
tained through the proper channels and all boxes which we had to suspect of
not being reliable were replaced, At this point I want to express ry appreci-
ation to the Chief of the Departnent, Commiseioner of Public Safety and the
Purchasing Departuent for their co-operation in naking it possible to obtain
the necessary supplies with the greatest dispatch. This factor was of great
help in making it possible for us to restore the service of the Fire Alarm
installation as soon as we did.
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As might have been expected, we are still finding a number of troubles
that are developing in our underground cables and which arc being causcd by
the salt water that has seeped into the cables from the terminal boxes. A
nurber of these have been repaired but it is expected that in sove cases the
cables will have to be replaced,

As a result of the purchase of new boxes as an energency easure following
the hurricane, we now have on hand a supply of rcbuilt boxes which are in every
way as good as new ones, These boxes will now be allotted to new installations
to expand the coverage farther, This work will be donc as the denand appears
and the occasion presents itsclf,

During the past year, this Division has spent considerable tine in the
dividing of the Police Signal Call Box System, This redistribution of Police
Call boxes has rclieved the traffic on certain circuits and has eased up the
possibilities of nistakes, At the present tine there are in operation 16
Police Signal circuits and this leaves us with 2 spare circuits to use for
energencies,

The occcsion has presented itsclf several tines during the past year to
corbine Pclic . and Fire Alara boxes in a cormon pedestal and this work has
contloo e, Thnano is still considerable work of this tvpe to be done and it
will T “ak-c ooz of as we have the proper opportaiiiics.

Tiiring “he pust year the radio coverage has beon copleted so that at
this time . appavatus of the department ms well as s several other upite
each have two-way radio cormunication with the Fire Alarm Cffice, This applies
to all Engine and Ladder companies as well as all of the various Chief Officers
and several of the service trucks in the Divisions of the department. At this
tine the depcrirent wwns 48 two-way radio sets, of which 44 are installed and
4 are spar: sa’s which are used as replacements.

In oricy “c give better and nore complete coverage by radio to the entire
departnent, = u-w antenna and co-axial cable was installed at the main trans-—
mitter and it “s hoped that this installation will elininate any dead spots
that have becn found in the past, Tests to this tine have been linited but
the results #o 7ar have been very promising, In the event that dead spots are
still enccursored, a receiver which is now on hand will be installed at a
location w0 b2ut elininate this trouble,

There have been indications in the past that it will be necessary for this
Division to replace somc of the underground plant. Tests have proved that this
will be manditory in the very near future but the request for funds in the bud-
get for the current year have been deleted so that for the present year this
work will have to be delayed, It is hoped that funds will be made available
in the next year's budget as this work should not be delayed too long as it is
of the utmost iuportance.



As in the past years, this Division has again nade all electrical repairs
and also rade minor additions to the various electrical installations in the
Fire and Police Department buildings.

Respectfully subnitted,

(Signed) HEMRY van WESTENDORP
Superintendent
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING REPAIRS

I hereby submit the operational report of the Department of Building
Maintenance and Repairs for the year ending December 31, 1954.

This department is responsible for the repairs and maintenance of both
the Police and Fire Departiment buildings, Considerable building, remodeling,
redecorating, and repairs have becn accorplished during the past year,

A new Pistol Range was built for the Police Department at Scituate,

New steel shelving was installed in the Property Room at Police Hdgtrs.

New steel counters werc installed at the Juvenile Division, and a wire
grill partition was crected at Police Headquarters for the Armorers' wagon.

Four fire stations were watcrproofed on the exteriors,

The oellar windows and rear door at the Firc Alagrm building were bricked
up to piwwd nenfnst future floods, The exterior of the building was pointed up
and e iti»ymn: vas redecorated and the control roon was sound proofed.

Aoach sont wes installed at Engine 19 on Hartford fLvenue and a new roof
was vut va ho garmage at Chad Brown ‘Street., New curror rools were installed
ovey woio vnrosédows at the Division of Training and 2aw copper ventilators
were insw od cn the roof of the Repair Shop, In addition to these, roofs were
repaired ab :ix stations,

New cmvrhead doors were installed at Engine 9 on Point Strect a new wooden
loor was havbkllad in the control roon at that station. The wooden panels in
=5 &% the Branch Avenue station were replaced with glass, Doors

. ot fourteen stations, and several otner repairs were rade,

were repniu

A partiiion was installed in the cellar at Engine 16 to make a storeroon
for auxilia. 7 wasoline purnps and for other storage,

Portfoos of +he interiors of Engines 8, 10, 14, 16, 19, Ladder 1, Police
Headquert.r: w1 Police Division of Training were painted and rcdecorated. The
exteriors o ingines 8, 18, 19 and Police Headquarters were painted, and the
apparatus doozs at Engines 6, 9 and 16 were painted,

A new casth iron sewer line was put underground at Enzine 13 from inside
the buildins; to the center of the street, and clogged sewer lines were freed
at Engines 12, 14, and 19, New conductor pipes werc instailed at Engines 4 and
10, New shower stalls werc installed at Engines 10, 18 and 19, and new rul-
tiple showers were installed at the Police Division of Training., Other nunerous
plunbing repairs were made throughout the year,

Hydrant punps were repaired and distributed to all fire companies, and new
electric gasolinc purps were instdlled at Engines 5, 6, &, 9, 10, 14, 16, and 19,
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Landscape work was done at éight stations and new shrubbery was planted
at two stations. Treecs were remnoved after being blown down by the hurricane,

During the year two Engine companies were disbanded and their equipnent
and various belongings were transferred to other companies. Numerous nat-
tresses were distributed to various stations during the year,

A1l boilers were cleaned and adjusted in preparation for the heating
season, and many boilers and oil burners were serviced and repaired at various
stations, A new condensate purp was installed at the Broad Street station and
a new conbustion charmber was built into the boiler at Chad Brown Street. The
oil burners at Engine 14 and the Fire Alarn building were overhauled after
having been submerged in the hurricane flood, Stean purips were repaired at
four stations,

Other general repair work during the year included repairing thirty locks
and door checks, recenenting linoleunr at ten stations, replacing eighty-nine
panes of glass, and doing considerable plastering work at the Messer St, station.
Also, 350 hydrant signs were painted and lettered, 125 traffic horses were
painted and lettered for the Police Departnent, 75 Lydrant standards were paint-
ed and repaired and set out around the city. A neriwr of this division assisted
in the inspection and lubricating of hydrants throszac.w the city, and this
division workced hand in hand with the Bureau of Fire Picvention in observing
Fire Prevention Wecek by hanging out banners and posters. There were also two
hundred dog license posters nade up and distributced throughout the eity, as
well as many other niscellaneous jobs perforned during the past year,

Respectfully subnitted,

(Signed) JOHN B. SULLIVAN
Superintendent
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AUTO_MATINTENANCE AND REPAIR SHOP

During the year 1954 the Autonotive Repair Division, as in the past, has
been responsible for the upkeep and naintenance of the autonotive units of
the departnent, There are 80 units in the department and 55 of these are
najor fire fighting units, including Motor Pumping Engines, Aerial Ladder
Trucks, City Service Trucks, Recscue and Salvage Trucks, and Auxiliary Units,
The renaining 25 units comprise Chief Officers! cars and the necessary trucks
and automobiles used by the various divisions of the department.

During the year the division had supervision of operation of all pumping
units at rmultiple alarms of fire and other cmergencies. In addition, the
supcrvision of acceptance tests of new apparatus, and the annual service tests
of the various pumping units within the departient. In the past year one new
750 G,P.M, purping unit and one new 85 foot steel Aerial truck were reccived
and placed in service,

The folloWing is a surmary of jobs completed for the year cnding Decen=-
ber 31, 1954: :

Engines overhauled vessssssaes 5
Transnissions " sovesssvace 4
Fire purnps n seesesssnss 1l
Clutches . n svevecsrssse 8
Motors inspected cesesessese 28
New Engines enecsevsces 2
Minor repairs corpletedeieecececssees 856
Bat’tery Changes enscevssese 875

In addition to the above, 3 ncw 35 foot aluninun ladders were installed
on.apparatus, Also lighting units, portable pumping units and nunerous ap=-
pliances used within the department were serviced.

Respectfully subnitted,

(Signed) GORDON JONES
Superintendent
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RESCUE_COMPANY NO, 1

Calls for Rescue service have inereased steadily, starting with an
average nonthly rosponse of 74.2 and ending with a nonthly response. of 104.4
for the average of the past twelve nonths., This shows an inerease of 41% in
calls answered this year over last year,

A complete surmary follows:

Boxes io‘dogbg‘oitiﬁuaibobodzb-aocdo 143
Stills 6o'§-cc.61l&-‘o'o-166605‘0‘6‘,‘.‘-.0‘01095
SPQCial Signals esscadsbvisiiie se bk 14
‘Seeond Alanﬂs: ’1‘.‘..,?".“.;““8“'.‘. 1l
First Aid rendered .eisevesisiacesis 896
‘E{ & J, Inhalator & Resuscitdtor...si, 346
Revivals ;o“b‘iio;ocbo‘oc“igté.o“‘o 254
Fatals .o&.}é66"-.1'006.o-ﬁ.ovgéo‘ntgl“. 100
Refrigera‘to!‘ leaks é:oo'c;'o'ani'obtbo‘éu 16
Armonia leaksl Jooo-‘iolob’;Qoo‘o":&.;o6;‘0 5
Water reSC\ieS ‘bg.v‘tkvbo‘lo“i-oooi‘t 3
Drownings iiifieeseiiesecssisionsess 2
Boat used iiiiiicicdicivesiiibangeds 17
Autonobile aceidents liviveiiieeisis 69
Elevator ateidents ieceisissiliosiesi 3
Child birth assists ,esaisciddisiiel 9
Miscelldaneous ieeeidsdbidiiiibosiios 53
Transportihg o"oib“&a‘&to_oo'oi;cobiosc;“ 59
Oxygen cylinders usod ...iieiegessai 181
Generator used 0...0....;.'."'0‘..0. 13
Snioke Ejector used ¢csvesvercsseroay 7
Electric Saw o-ooooouvo;'coonortoocot.ov 2
Electric Drill PO PSOOSOIOBSLIAXNQGOIIRPOIESIBLLEDNE 3
H&ngings 0o.o.o0000.!"'00.00.-0_0.000' 2
Extra Hours lolltl00,0000000000.0000_0 492
HO“!'S of drill Ocn.’.;0‘00‘"01‘000‘..0 94
Suffocated .OOO'IOIO.CQ..OD.DOO'OOIODOOIQ 4
Lights (500 Watt) c.c'voo’o_ncooocoatov 24
Hours of detail WOrk sesesescecessss 48
Hours of Instruction tsssssssetsnsne 96
Scott Air Paks used essscoaerporaoe L
All Service Masks used seserseonsass 12

1253 calls were responded to, which required 427 hours and 6 ninutes.
Respectfully subritted,

(Signed) FRED L. BADGER

Captain
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RESCUE COMPANY NO, 2

During the year ending December 31, 1954, two changes were nade. First,
on June 3, a new Chevrolet Cab-Over-Engine Truck was placed in service, to

replace the 1939 Chevrolet we were using,

Secondly, on October 1, due to

the change in working hours, one nore private was added to this conpany,

Calls for Rescue service have increased steadily., Starting with an
average nonthly response of 63,1 and ending with a nonthly response of 93.5

for the average of the past twelve nonths,

A complete surmary follows:

FirSt Aid rendered'e....uo.......... 676
E. & J. Breathing Machine used .ess.. 248
ReVivals 0000000 RARBRIRISOEROICIERIPOOS 192
Fatals, dead on arrival seeeesceesss 56
Water resCuUeS esececsscesessssscscoss 4
Drownings GteseseNtseEBEPIIOIRIOIEODDRTIRES 1
Boat and Motor used seecesecesscsosse 9
Refrigerator 168KS esessessrcsscesses 18
Auto accidentS eecesveococcrsrsscsas 102
Miscellancous CASES eesevesssesessce 138
Oxygen cylinders usSed sseesscecsvess 175
Generator uSed esoesesassseces s 8
Lights (500 watt) osssesonsrseassetes 12
Snicke Ejector used cseessesscccesess 18
Electric Drill and SaWw seeeescesssse 8
Invalids transported .eceesessscccese <24
Salvage covers USed sessevcccssesses O
Child birth assistsS eseeesvecccecses 7
Elevator accidentS sieveseessvsceces 3
Hours of drill mres s ccesoneserrcsnd 90
Hangings e9veereRIrsrsetessscscrnts 1
Extra hours of AUty «ecececccncesees 71

1121 calls were responded to, which required 376 hours and 52 ninutes.

Thirty men were instructed in, and passed, the American Red Cross

standard first aid course.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed) ARTHUR BRODEUR
Lieutenant



O
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SALVAGE COMPANY NO. 1

Following is a surmmary of the operations of Salvage Co. No, 1 for the
year ending December 31, 1954&

BOXeS ITXEZEESYFE IR ENNE N NN XN NN J 145
Stills (XXX RN AR RN ZY RN NN NN NE XY ) 72
SpGCi{ll Signals eevessssvsaese 2h
Hours out of service seeeseses 189
Inside COVErsS secescsescscanse 340
ROOf covers eveosressasesOnO e 22
Sprinkler heads cossseesanesie 16
Roofin paper (rOllS)' csenspee 54
Laths bundleS) seccssesonssN e 41
Extra. duty hours esssecpennrene 177

Respeetfully submitted,

(Signed) JAMES H, COLEMAN, JR.
Captain





