
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVI~FNCE PLANTATIONS

RESULUTION O~ TH E CITY COU NCI L
xo. ~5~

EFFECTIVE: ~~~~ MARCH 31, 1980

WHEREAS, Speaker of the House of Representatives
Matt~ew J. Smith and Representative William P. McKenna have introduced
in the General Assembly a Bill that would require reimbursement to
non-public schools for costs incurred in performing various services
mandated by the State in order to comply with State Law, and

WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court in the case of
Committee for Public Education and Religious Liberty, et al, vs.
Edward V. Regan, et al, decided on February 20, 1980, (on an appeal
from a decision issued by the United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York) that it was constitutional for such
schools to be reimbursed by the State out of State Funds for the
costs of providing such services, and

WHEREAS, Non-public schools are teaching the meaning of
moral, ethical and religious values, the teaching of which encourages
our youth to develop a high standard of values and self discipline in
order to enable them to become good, law-abiding citizens, and

WHEREAS, Because of the high standards observed by non-
public schools in teaching both scholastic matters and ethical values
to our youth, upon whom the future of our Community and Nation depends,
are a great asset to our Community,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Providence City
Council make known its support and commendation for and hereby urges
the approval of, the said Bill being sponsored in the General Assembly
by Speaker of the House of Representatives Smith and Representative
McKenna, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution be
sent to Governor Garrahy, Speaker of the House of Representatives
Smith, Representative McKenna and such other Federal, State and
Municipal Officials as may be deemed appropriate.
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Effective without Mayor's
signature March 31, 1980.

_ ~ .~~ /~ ~~-~,~.
Rose M. Mendonca, City Clerk
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• By PML KUKIELSKI :~kon~`provi¢es ~10 million, in aid fo 2 000 . uniQns ex~r~S~ed some reservations about ~ THE ~SILL would take effect .on pas•
Iouraa!•suuet~n Educauon Wdter :~ noppubli~~,sC.hools. '.~ ':: the b~ll °,~ ~-'~.;, sage but~ the. first payment by the state

- PROVIDENCE -- A bill that woul¢ ~;; , Rhode Island has 121 private and paro r. j~"hexwin J:. Kapstein, executive secre- would not be madg unti! July, 1982.
have the state reimourse private and pa ., chial schools and is believed to n~ke less ;:;,,; .; ~fY. Qf the National Education Associa• '• Both of the bill s sponsors work for

' tochial schools for the cost of ineeting ' paperwork demands on them than New :: Uon/Rhode Islaqd, said the bill ~appeared, Cathotic schools. Smith is a histo.ry lectur-
' state testing and record-keeping require, ;~:;,yark makes ̀on its nonpubGc,school~~: ;;-;`- ~ clash with his organization's belief that ~~ er and ar~hivist at. Providence. College;

ments was introclu.ced . yesterday.; by :,Under ~he bili, private and parochial ;5ti f P~bGc assistance should •be dire~ted ex ~~ agd'McKenna is a eounselor at Qur Lady
House Speaker. Matthew, J. Smith, , D,~.~ schools wou~d be reimburSed annually by:,_~',' clusively toward public schools; But he '. of ~'rov~dence High School. ,::~~ ~

• Providence, and Rep. William P. McKen• . l~he state for the "actual cost" oi record- ''~ ~d the NEA%RI would want to study the <~ .'put M~Kenna dismissed the suggestion .
na, D•Cranst~a. ~ ~ -:kee in services the biU before reaching a final judgment. that his sponsorship involved a conflict of, . , p g y provided in the pre- .~ Edward J: McElro resident of the interest. ~.,
The hill is modeled on a New York law vious school year. - ~ 3'~ p

~ that was ruled by the U.S. Supreme Court ; ,These services include grading and .., . Rhode Island Federation of Teachers, sa~d "I won't derive any rnonetary benefit

last {nonth to provide ' a constitutional compiling results nf state•mandated tests, ' he wants more information"about the in +irom this bill," McKenna said.

torm of staCe . aid to religious schools. ~` keeping ~nrollment and student health re- ' tent and financial ~ impact of the bill and ;~ Smith and McKenna were also co-spon-

"Now not only do we have logic.and . Cords, and preparing. other reports: the`, ,' the type of services nonpubtic schools are 
sors of the sacalled tuition tax-deduction

the framers of the Constitution behind us, state requires by law or regulation. requir~d to pertorm for the state: bill that breezed through the General As-
-~ sembly last session only.to run afoul of a

; but the U.S. Supreme Court as weli," sa~d .;~ Schools ~..seeking this : reimbursement ~. , McElroy indi~ated that his group wauld ~,= constitutiqnal challenge by a coa(ition of
McKenna, a member of the state Board pf ~ would ,have to keep separate records of ~' probably.oppose the bil! if it was intended ;. Public schoo) groups.,

~ Regents who is an ~utspoken supporter of .~,the cost involved in rendering these ser- as a fortn 9f state-subsidized tuition ielief. -
--z°, Under that biU, nonpublic-school par-

: increased pubiic aicl to nonpublic schools ;'v~ces that would conform to whatever re- :" ,: But he said he inight view it differently ~f ` ents would have been granted a state tax
McKenna.had no immediate. estimate of ' porting regulations the commissioner of : the bill would give raises to Clerical 

deducEion for school costs of up to $500
how much the bill would Gost, but oted :.educa~ion. set, . ~. °' ° workers in nonp4blic schools per child for students in kindergarten

, thaf Generat Assembly tules requir~that '~ The bill is expected to w+n strong sup• ,~nother public schdol leader suggested '~ througti grade 6 and $70Q per student in
an estimate of its financial impact be ~ port from legislatars because about one in ." that oppos~tion might be futile, . grades 7 through 12. ...
~iad0 and be attar,hed_.to the bill. The ~ every six students in Rhode Island attends ~~If tliey've. got the money to do it and That law was ruled unconstitutional in
measure was ., referred to 'the Finance ~~ a nonpublic elementary or high school. ',, ,it's legal, then I dan't know what we can November by Chief U.S. District Judge.
Committee . ` ~' ~Most such schools are Catholic•affiGated. ~o a~ut~.it;'.'said Aaron J; $tom;:presi• ` Raymond',1. Pettine; whose decision is on
. ' . * *~: * . °_ : , ~ ~* * * dert Qf th~ Rhodg Island Assaciation of ~PP~I to' the U.S. Court of A

~ ~ ~'FiE I3EW YORK BILL it is modeled F.~' OFFICIAIS of two statewide teacher. ~ 
, ppeals'in

. , , : Schoo!' Committees. ', , Boston. ,
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His Excellency J.
222 State House
Providence, Rhode

Dear Governor,

April 2, 1980

Joseph Garrahy, Governor

Island 02903

At a meeting of the Providence City Council held

March 20, 1980, the enclosed P.esolution was presented

and Passed.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.

RMM/jma
Enclosure



April 2, 1980

Representative L~illiam P. McKenna
79 Norwood Avenue
Cranston, Rhode Island 02905

Dear Representative,

At a meeting of th~ Providence City Council held

March 20, 1980, the enclosed Resolution was presented

and Passed.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.

RMM/jma
Enclosure



April 2, 1980

Speaker of t~e House
Matthew J. Smith

86 Pontiac Avenue
Providence, RI 02907

Dear Nr. Speaker,

At a meeting of the Providence City Council held

March 24, 1980, the enclosed Resolufmon was presented

and Passed.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendanca,
City Clerk.

RMM/jma
Enclosur~


