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FRANK A. TIBALDI ~~~' VINCENT A. CIANCI, JR.

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ~B ~ MAYOR

JAMES J. D'AGOSTINO

ASSISTANT TRAFFIC ENGINEER ~' ~~~~ ~ .
~

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
60 ERNEST ST. PROVIDENCE, R. I. 02905 ?81 - 4044

March 1~ 1977

The Honorable Vincent A, Cianci, Jr,
Mayar of Providence
The Honorable City Council
City Ha11
Providenae, Rhode Ssland 02903

Gentiemen:

Submitted herewith is the arulual report of your ~raffic Engineering
Department for calendar year 1975.

Inherent Urith:in is a glethora of data revievring the activities of
the department ineluding changes in traffic patterns, changes in traffic
regulations, ongoing construction projects, and a breakdown of the i975
expenditures necessary to effect this effort.

The goal of obtaining the best possible use of our existing streats
wi11 continue to be a major function of the department. T~Ioderni2ation
of existin~ traffic signs, signals and pavement markings utilizing the
most modern and efficient equipment and proceduros shall con~inue as
an important adjunct.

Through yo'ur continued strong support, we will be able to initiate
positive programs designed to maintain a safe, effective, and convenient
movement of persons and goods along our existin~ street netUrork in the
City of Proviclence.

t~e,spectfully yours,

_ --',~". ~~' ;,~ ~'p r ,•-~9,-t~-u~..d..f,~_...K. , .~li-~^r~~... ~ ~

Frank A. Tibaldi
Traffic Engineer

JJD/it
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PART I

INTRODUCTIOI~

HighUlay construction activity in the Rhode Island

area c~.eclined substantially durin~ the year ~rimarily

because of strong voter apathy relative to hightaay and

• transportation bond issues in general. This deoline is

most unfortunate because our nettaork of streets thruout

the state is generally quite old and thereiore in need

of considerable u~grading in order to provide the

sa.fest possiblo environment for motorists and pedestrians

~ alike. ~ebate continues betk~een high~aay advocates and

opponents over such propose~ projects a~ Route 8~+,

Route ~, anc~ Interstate Route 895. The basic question

is Nahether or not these experisive neta highwa~rs are

, really neec~ed to better move existing and iuture traffic.

Essentially, the ~opulace feels that enough has beeri

allocated for new highways in the past and that no more

land should be ~rovided ior highway use c~~ith its

aceompanying disruption of family and business life.

Further, future monies should be expendod on ~pgrading

or otherwise ref~ ing existing major corridors as this

aLternative will be considerably less expensive and

certainly more amenable to those direct'Ly affected.

In past ~Tears~ the state faced relatively few

obstacles in proposing, financing, and constructing any
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of several rnajor highway projects primarily because of

strong public support. However, the last ten years has

brou~ht a neca and strongly vocal element into the high-

~ way picture - the 'ianti-pollution" and "earth

conservati~nist" people. The arrival of this radical

~ element has caused the iederal and state transportation

, agencies to drastically alter their traditional plannin;

procEsses. i~?oc~a~ lengthly and time-consuming "environ-

mental impact staiem~ntsi1 are mandatory requirements

in addition to nume.rous public-hearings before ar~y

c~ecision can be renclered regarding any highway proposal

. or, ior that r~atter, ariy industrial proposal. Never~

theless, these changes c•~er9 long overdue and certainly

are having a positive aiiect on the preservation of our

natural environment.

_ On the local level, new emphasis has been placed on

eliminating traffic congestion and all its pollution

f.rotii part of the Cent,ral Business Distriet partly in

resp~nse to federal requirements and partly as a desir-

able adjunct to the proposed revitalization o~ the area.

The Interiace: Providence study team in close colLabora-

tion sTith various city agencies such as Traffic Engineer-

~ ing and Planning and Urban ~evelopment is developin~ a

~roposal for the CBD in ~ahich various alternatives to~

the automobile are being reviewed. Such novel concepts

as vehicLe freo zones, ~ersonalized rapid transit, and
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mini-bus netUaorks are being actively studisd in an attempt

to recommend the most practical and effective future means

of movement in the do~.antocan area. t~tiTith the ener~y crisis

' upon us and the distinct possibility that gasoline costs

~ai11 skyrocket in the near future~ neua thoughts such as

` these must be entertained if tiae are to rec~uce our fuel

requirements and hence avoid becoi~.in~ prisoners of our

automobilos.

Over tho next several years. transportation chan~es

necessitated by the international oil situation will re-

quire the application of a11 our resources and ingenuity

in an attemr~t to effectively m~et these challenges, i~Te

must :find ~aays to inc.rease the ea~acity of our existing

~ streets and highways ~ihile providin; for more stream-

lined and efficietzt flows of tratfic, t-Te must continue

our efiorts to provide pedestrians d~i'ch sa:~e paths of

travel in and around the ever increasing numbers oi auto-

' mobiles.

The basic objective oi this department is to make

tho best use of our ~xistin~ strae'ts and over the years,

we have made si~nificant progress in meetin~ that con-

tinuin~ ~oa1. I?o~aever, c•~e still have much to co. Thru

• continuecl anc: effectivo utilizat.ion of all available

:funding from federal, state, and local sources, ~~e shall

continue our effo.rts to mod~rnize our ''physical plant"

in anticipation of future detrsar_ds.



PART II

TiiA~'FIC ENGIN~RING DEPARTMENT ORGAtVIZATI0I1

` General Or~anization

, The Traffic Engineering Department ti~as authorized by CitJ

Council Ordinance 592 in October, 194~8, and the Department ~ras

, activated on i~7arch 1, 19~9~ w3.th the appointment of a Traffic

Enoineer, the reassi~nmont of other ma3ntenance personnel, and

the use of a separate budget, The Traffic Engineer is appointed

by the I~iayor with confirmation by the City Co~uncil. To assist

in forming advisory policy, t?Ze Ordinance established the Traffic

Engineerin~ Advisory Committee co~nposed of inembers of the official

City family. Tho members include:

I~Zayor Vincent A~ Cianci, Jr. - Chairman
Vincent T. Izzo -~irector of Finance

. Daniel J. Hea1y - Director o:f Public 1^Torks
John Crowley, Acting Public Service Enginoer
Louis A, Mascia - City Solicitor
Utijalter k. I~%~~ueeney - Chief of Police
Laurence K, ii7.ynn - Chair?~an oi the City Council's

Committee on Public i~Jorks
~ Si;anley Bornstein - kcting Director of the Department

of Planning and Urban Development

The Engineers comprising the staff of the Department are as

follo~s:

Frank A. Tibaldi - Traf~ic Engineer
Jamas J. D~ A~ostino -~>ssistant Traffic En~a.near
Robert F. Carvalho - Traffic En~ineer II - Division

of I~Iaintenanco and Operations
James h1. Salam - Traffic ~ngineer IT - Division

of Planning ancl Design

Bud~et

The accompanying brealtdoUm indicaies the manner in which. the money

appropriated for this Departi~ient has been spent.



BUDGET 197~-1975

Ai~IOUNT APPROPRIATED AI~tOUNT EXP~NI~ID RETURNED TO CITY

Item 0 ~w256,090.00 ~z37,995.73 $ 18,49~.27

Item I 55,6fl5.04 55,605.00 -0-

Item II 41,8~0,00 ~1,850.00 -0-

' Item V 67,800,00 67,800.00 -0-

IT~M 0 - PERSONkL SE~VICES

This major item incluc3es a11 payments to pertaanent employees of the
City of Providence for salaries and wages.

ITENI I- SLRVICES OTI~R THAN PERSONAL

This item includos payments for operations maintenance and other
services rendered by firms or individuals ~under express or
implied contract, such as; medical services, registration fees,
teletype machine rental, postage, automobi~e allowance, travel
expenses and subsistence, printing services, advertising, payments
to ihe Providence Gas Company, payments to Narragansett ~lectric

, Company for service io traffic signal lights~ repairs to automobiles
and trucks and office eq~uipment, repairs to building, dues and
subseriptions and exterminating services.

ITEM II - T~IATERIAIS AND SUPPL~S

This item is used for commodities ~rhich are consumed in operation,
which are materially changed during use or which have, during use
an appreciable impairment of physical condition, such as; stationery

~ su.pplies~ small tools~ work gloves, tires and tubes, repair parts for
automotive and mechanical equipment, meclical and housekeeping supplies,

. cement, fabricated metal pxoducts (si~n posts and parking meter posts)~
paint and supplies, street line paint, metal si;n blanks, reflective
si~n faces, hardware and electrical equipment,

I~M V- EQUIPI~NT - CAPITAL OU`~LAY

This general group includes all articles which can be repeatedly used
without materially changino or havin~ an appreciabla impaiz•ment of

' their physical condition over a period of extended use, such as; trucks
parking meters and traffic si;nal contral equipmont.
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PART III

~~'S ACTIVITIES

1. Construction an~. Plannin~ Pro~;ram

' During the year, the Traffic Engineering

Department continued to examine proposals and enaet

traf:fic regulations that would be riost beneiicial to

the weliare and safety oi" the citizens of Providence.

The project that continue~. to requi.re the most

effort oi the department was the computerized traffic

a control system for the Ra.ndall Square and T~Torth i~7ain

street areas. This project consume~ a great deal of

time because its specifications had to be finalized

and written. In addition, several "pre-bid" conferences

had to be conc?ucted to c~eterr~ino rahich private companies

~,~ere qualiiied to undertake such a proposal. ,

' Upon coin~letion of the above speeifications and

meetings, form,al invitations to bid were forwarded to

the pertinent companies to select a prime contractor.

Bids were received from the followin~ companies: the

Automatic Signal Division of LFE Corporation of East

i3orcaalk~ Conn., $329~000; the Honeyurell Corporation,

~35~.200; the Cotcen Company of Providence, ~3~Q,000;

A.E.S. Cornputers Inc. oi Union, N.J., ~405~000; and the

Singer Company, $41q,382.60. After a careful. review
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of all these bid packages, the system contract was

awardec? to the Automatic Si~nal Division at its

quoted price. Today, because of a heavy nationUaide

~.emand for traffic control computers, delivery periods

of twelve to eighteen months are not uncommon. Actual

construction of the system wi11 ~et unc~er way next year

with full operational capability scheduled ior late 1q77.

As an on-going process, this department regularly

conclucts traffic studies to determine~tahat non-signal-

ized intersections warrant the installation of' trafiie

signals. The resnits of this process have yielded ~,he

fo11o4~in~ "Priority List of I~Tew Trafiic Signal

Installations and I-iodernizations: i'

TRAFr IC SIGiv~.LS

1. Douglas Avenue anu. Eaton Street
2. Hope Street, Lloyd Avenue, and Brootc S~reet
3. Roger Z~lilliams Avenue and idarr~,gansett Avenue
~4. Va11ey Street~ Eagle Street, ancl River Avenue
5. Candace Str~et and Chal!Lstone Avenue
6. Fire Stations (kllens Avenue, Broad Street, and

Hartforcl 1~venue)
7. Smith Street anc? ilount Pleasant ~venue
8. I'iount Pleasant ~venue, R.I. Colle~e, anc'~ Leslie Drive
9. Branch Avenue and Veazie Street
10. Ford Street, Dexter Street, anci ~ucklin Street
11. 3artan Street and ti~Jestc~zinster Street
12. Dotzglas Avenue anc~ Branch Avenue
13. Elmgrove 1~venue and Rochambeau Avenus
14. Elmgrove E~venue and "Lloyd ~!venue
15. ELmgrove ~venue and Sessions S~reet
lb. Smith Street. Francis Street, and Service Road
17. Hope Street and G~press Street
18. Cairrp Street and Cypress Street
19. Plainiield Street and Duxbury Street
20. Branch Avenue, Hawkins Street~ an~ Charles Street
21. Zaurel rIi11 Avenue and Union 1'~venue
22. Glenbricl~e ~venue, Petteys t~venue, and 1-iartford Avenue



TRAFFIC SIGPIAL MODERI~IIZATIOIIS

1. Smith Hi11 Area
" 2. Downtown Central Business Jistrict Area

3. Service Roads ;~7 and ~; 8
4~. ~road Streot

~ ,5. Elxnwood ~ivenue
b: I~eservoir kvenue
7. AngeZl Street
3. T~.TGtoxRnan Street

~ 9. t~roaac~~ay. ~rom ILni~ht Street to Service Road ;`7
10. Cranston Street and Huntington ~.venue

2. Trafiic Si~nals, Si,~ns,~and Pavement tiarkin~~

1} major operational function of this department

continues to be the installation and riaintenance o:f all

types o~ tr~.iiic control devices.

~ A, Traffic Si~nals

. The following sutmnary incicates the number

ancl type of signaliZec~ intersections in Providence:

~

~ 1. Traffic Aetua~ed Equipment 49
(Vehicle aetuatecl only)

~ 2. Traffic Actuated EquipMent 32
(Vehicle and pedestrian actuated)

3. Fixed Time Equipment ~33
(No perJestrian signai heads)

4. Fixed Time ~'quipment 4~1
(i~dith pe~estrian signal heads)

~. S~ecial Pedestrian Crossings 9

6. REd - kmber Flashing On1Sr ~
TGTAL Z18

The amount af ~.aork necessary to Iseep tho trafi ic

si~nal netc.vorEc in normal working condition is ever
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inc.reasing due to the adclition of more signalized

intersections, increasinp a~e of much of the equipment

and unavailability of certain controller parts. In

order to prolon~ the lifa of the equipment and to

maintain its peak operating efficiency, a prevent-

ative maintenance Program is continuously operable.

This program inclucles the cleaning of lenses and

reflectors, painting exposed equipment, periodic re-
r ~ _

placement of bulbs, testing and repair oi vehicular

and pedestrian cletectors, and adjusting and oilin~

controllers on the street. Also, the controllers arQ

routinely brought into the electrical shop for a

complete cleaning~ lubrieation. timin~, and repair.

The signal maintenance crews are also respon-

sible for a limited amount of new construction which

includes such operations as digging holes. pourinU

concrete bases, jackhammering, installing conduit,

setting steel poles, installing vehiele detectors, and

installing signal heads. controllers, ancl a11 related

wiring.

Because the signal system is operaiin~ constantly

and therefore always subject to failure from either

component breakdo4an or damage from trafiic accidents,

it is necessary to have personnel available twenty-

four hours a day to handle ariy emergency repairs.

Thus, one signal maintenance man is alcaays on a standby
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basis and receives s'trouble calls`' usually from the

. Police De~artment during a1.1 n~n-working hours. The

i'olloc~?ing summary shou~s the number anrl type of trouble

ca11s receivod for both the c~aorking and non-urorking

hours during the tct~elve months of 1975•

Trouble Calls Durin~ ?^?orkinc FIours

. 1. I~echanical or eleetrical 5~9

?. Lam~s burnt out 567

3. Damage to equipment 130

~V. ivo trouble ~'ound 227
TOTAL 1473

Troublo Ca11s Durin~ Aton T~Iorkin~Hours

1. I~Techanical or electrical 190

• 2. Lamns burnt out b4

3. Damage to equipment 27

4~. i~?o trouble found I27

5. Ivliscellaneous (Bent posts, etc.) ~
TOTAL 502

+ B. Trafiic Si~ns

The sign crec~is are responsibie for the

installation and maintenance of a11 traffic signs in

the city cahich are used to guide, warn, or regulate

vehicular and pedestrian traffic. Sign maintenance

includes such operations as replacin~ faded signs,

straibhtening bent or twisted u-posts, cleanin~ dirty

signs, and checking ior and replacing missing signs.

Additional activities oi the sign ered~~s are the
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installation and maintenance of a11 parking meter posts

and pedestrian barrier posts and the placement of temp-

orai~y signs on concrete bases: In the cainter months,

these crews also assist• in the removal o~ snow u~here

necessary. The follouaing is a summary of the above

activities for 1975•

Si~n Installation and "iiaintenance

1. I~tec,l installations 301

2. Signs replaced 200C

3. Signs repaired 101

4. Stse2 posts installed 9S7

5. Parking meter posts installed _

TOT~ 33~5

Si~ns lianufactured

1. Reflectorized blanks o71

2. F~inted blanlss 286
TOT~ 353~

C. Pavement T~~iarkin~s

The ~aint cre4rs are responsible for the

application oi all requirod pavement markings throu~h-

out the city. These martcings include double yelloea

center lines~ single white skip lines, approach lines,

stop lines. and cross-uraZk lines. T~iaximum efiort

in ~ainting is concentrated in June and July ~,~hen the

Gaeather is taarm enough to permit the eQrrect appli-

cation of the paint. Because oi the heavy volumes of

tra~~ic on the city's 5treets durin~ the c~aytime hours,
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a11 painting is carried out at night. During in-

clement Uaeather, the creaas prepare sign blanks, cpn-

struct portable sign bases, and assist the sign ~r

signal crecas. During the winter months, these men

repair the various paint machines including the long-

line unit and the cross-caalk machines as well as

assisting in the snow re~oval efforts in the ~ershing

Square Parking Lot. The followin~ is a summary~of

the pavem~ nt marlcin~ ef.fort during the summer oi ig75•

Pavement Y~iarkin~ Oneration

1. Gallons nf paint used 1032

2, l~iles of street marked (total) 72

3. 1`_iles o~ street repaintecl 22.1'~

~. ?~:umber of streets marked (total) 111

5. i`lumber of streets repainted 15*

6. I~umber of intersections marked
with cross-walks (total) 660

7. IJumber of intersections repaintec~ il'7*

~ Thermoplastic material -- under "TOPICS"

3. Parkin~i~eters

The parking meter maintenance crews are respon-

sibLe for the physical~weL1-being ai all the meters in

the city. This maintenance consists of t~ouble calls,

post straightening, and preventative ~easures.

Trouble ca11s are usually the resuLt ot mechaniscn

failures or aainier sreeze-ups. These ca11s are ser-

viced immediately ancl repairs are completed in the
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iield-; i.f at all pos'si:ble: i'he preventati.ve; inaiti-

, tenance progra~n i~ desi~-ned 'to reduce to a tninirrium

a11 trouble ca11s 'thi^ough pe .riodic cleanir~g anci ~

~ ~overh;atil af ea~eh ine~er me,ehani'sm.. 'The .parking me'ter

personnel also col:lect :a~:l r,'evet~ues- ?'~om th~e met~ers

~ with the assxst~ance ~f a privatie~ar~o~ed car ~serviee..

. These fur~ds are ~.rnmed'iately transnortecl ~o the. bank

upon eompletioc~ of t~e collection.

Ovex the ~last seueral years, th.e ,par.king aiet~ers.

~have h~een_ completely replaeed by tlie mos~ mad"e~n t~pe

availab:le. ~ere~s the old meters'had to 6e rewound

at; least twice vaeekly, ~he rieol: me~e~s are s:elf-~ainding..

Also, b:ecause of' -s.uperivr de;sigri, ~~iey require much 1es's

mai~t~~e'~anee than tl~e o7.der m. c5e?e.1s:.

~ince ~his department assutned the responsibility

for parkin~ .neter, colleet'io:ns; it has saved the ci~y

approxittiai.ely ~10,OOQ:00 e_ach ye~ar -over the ai~iou.n~

previoi~s~ly budg~ted for a private epntr.actor,. All

?~arkin~ meter ~revenues =revQr,i to the general trea'sury

of t~he ciiy and not to ~h:i:s departmsnt. Tt :is inte'r-

~ ~sting -tp observe .that the par;king meter syst~m.has

~enexated over 1.6 mil~:ion dollar-s in revetiue for the

city from 1g65 ~o t~e end of 19~5. The foll~owi:ng is

a summa~"r pf a11 th~ moni'es ~;Brierate.d Eiy the~ sy~stein of

park:ing meter~ :placed e:ither ~on, var.~ious ei~y streetS

or in the city or~ned Pershing Sqixare Parking Lot.
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PARKING T~TER ~,.EVEPIIT~; STJ~~1~~iARY

Year Revenues Generated Number of P-Ieters'~

` 1965 $12,5.88i.i9 1~35

1966 120,324.61 i5o3

1967 li6,oi9.i9 1525

1968 104,+~63.12 1,500

19h9 131,627.i3 is~0

~ 1970 138.41i.o9 155i

. 197i 173.~7i.84 1731

1972 1E9,~32•93 1699

~973 183, 619. ,50 147z

' 197~ 202~399.01 184b

1975 „ 15$.942.83 1844~

TOTAL $~.,624~992.44

#Indicates the number of parking meters in

• service at the beginning of each year shown.
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4. Complaints and Re~cuests

An important aspect of this department's work

is the processing o~' a continuous stream of trafiic

complain~s and reques'ts generally oriflinatin~ from

individual citizens, cammunity ~roups, city agencies,

an~ departmental personnel. From the moment a request

or complaint is received until the time our crews

actually install the appropriate traffic controls on

the street, thorough field investigations and traffic

stt~dies rnust be conducted in order to compile all

reievant dat~. r~c~s'sarg ~~o essu~~ . e praper ~va~:uation.

The principle behind gathering this information is to

place any decisions regarding changes in traffic

control or regulation on a factual basis, rather than

on a basis ~s~hich relies strictly on personal opinion.

U7hen a decision is effected and the pertinsnt

traffic regulation is promuigated, notification is

sent to Trafiie Engineer in charge of the Division of

l~Iaintenance and Cperations to implement the orders

and copies of the regulation are forwarded to the

Commissioner of Public Safety, various sectians of

the Providence Police Department, the City Solicitor,

the Chamber of Commerce, the appropriate councilman,

and the necas tneclia.

A11 changes in traffic regulations are advertized

once a month in one issue of the Providence newspaper
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in zccordance w~th the pro9isions of Ord~aance ~92.

l~lhen the necessary traffic signals, signs. o~r pave-

ment markings are completed, the new traffic reg~latien

becomes eiiective. The follou~ing gives the general

classification of complaints and requests received.

~. Parking problems 106

2. Loading zones 25

3. Stop or Yield signs 31

~. Traffic signals 2

5. One - way streets 13

~. Niiscellaneous ~2
TOTAL 219

The c~isposition of these investigaiions is given

by the following tabulation.

1. Requests granted 77•17i'

2. Ftequests ~enied g.13o

3. Requests pending b.39°j

4. Requests rescinded 4.56~

5. Requests c~rithdra4an 2. 4 0
TOTAL 1000

5. Trafiic Regulations Established

During 19'75~ a total of lbg traffic regulations

caere established on the city streets as shovan in the

follocling summary. These changes 4aere caused in part

by changes in traffic flow patterns, traffic volumes,

elimination and relocation of certain streets due to

new const.ruction. and safety and business requirements•
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TRAFFIC REGULATIONS ESTABLISHED

~?o Parking Anytime ......:.................. 2,5

PTo Parking to Corner .................o..... 17

I~?o Parking Between Signs .............<..... 7

I10 Stopping %AI~i to 9At~i..... ................ 1

T10 Stopping or Standing to Corner...e...... 2

h10 Parking 8ANi to 4PM .................~.~o. 1

No Parking 8AM to 6PI•i ...............e...... 3

No Parking 7PN1 to 9PI~~.................e..... 1

Vo Parking 8~; to lOAP? 3chool Days......... 5

I~to Parking Loading Zone .................... 9

T~To Parking Loading Zone 7A't': to 4Pi~i......... 2

No Parking Loading Zone 7~ to 6PI:.....o... 5

~10 Parking Loading Zone $AT~i to ~PM......... 1

Pedestrian Signs.................~.....e... 1

Stop Signs ................~..........e.e... 21

Yield Signs............ .............~...e.. 6

One - tlay Streets........ ...............~.. 9

Crosswalks.~~~•..~~.~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~•.~~~.~• 3 
.

Ido Parking Bus Stop...::...e....e........,. 3

No Stopping 7~ to 9~2; PJo Stopping 4PM-6Pis 1

One Hour Parking 8AM to 6YM..........~..... 3

One Hour Parking 9AM to 4~P'M........~....... 1

Two .Hour Parking ~3Ar~I to 10~ ... . . . . . . .. . . . . 2

Two Hour Parking 8p.I4 to 6FM ................ 2

One Hour Aietered Parking ................... 9

I~To Parking Taxi Stand........,.........e... ~

Truck Restriction Over 4-Ton...........>~.. 4

Truck Restriction Over 15-Ton .............. 2

Miscellaneous Signs ... .................... 14
TOTAL 169
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6. Traffic ~ccident Analvsis

The Traffic Accident Analysis Section of this

department is charged with the continuous ma.intenance

~ of all records oi reported motor vehicle accidents

which have occurred in the City of Frovidence since

• January 1, 19$0. These accidents are used for

engineering purposes in analyzing the necessity for

implementing changes in traffic eontrol at snecific

locations especially zor investigations coneernin~

~aarrants for Stop control, Yield control. and Traffic

Signal control. i?ot only are these accid~nts records

essential in initiating a change in traffic control~

they ar~ also particula.rly helpful in evaluating such

' control after its impl~mentation, The accident histery

of a certain location offers the Tra*fic Engineer an

accurate gau~e through cahich he can prave the merits

of the various alternatives at his disposal.

• The above accident data is procureci by department

personnel from three prime sources: 1. State of Rhode

Island, Registry o~ I~lotor Vehicles Division; 2. Rhode

Islann Public Transit Authority; 3. Providence Police

Department. The accident analysis personnel are con-

tinuing the process of computerizing all the accident

information in anticipation of the receipt oi our ne~a

digital master traffic com~uter tahich will end the

original unvaieldy and tim~ consuming operatio~.



~ ACCID~NT STATISTICS SUP`~~ARY

1. The total number of accidents for 19i5 is 6732 as

campared to 634~b in lg~'~ and 6753 in ig64.

2. The total number of property clamage (PD) accidents

' by month is as folloc~~s:

JAN FEB P1AR APR iiAY JUI~1 JUL AUG SEP OCT IJOV DEC 1~75

, 490 ~84 ~76 4~60 4~93 518 ~56 4~~8 ~23 528 453 ~gi ~830

3. The totaZ number of personal injury (FI) accidents

by month is as follows:

JAi~T FEB ~~R APR IUTAY JtTi~V JUL AUG SEP OCT iJOV DEC 1975

~7 68 66 55 io5 96 85 io4 95 Qz 5~ 41 902

~. The total number of pedestrian accidents by month is:

JATJ FEB Tf1AR APR NiAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT 1TOV U,~~C 1975
6 5 '7 $ 10 1,5 13 11 12 10 5 7 109

5. The total number o:c passen~ers injured by month is:

JAT1 FEB ~,AR APR i~~tiY JU1~1 JUL AUG SEP OCT T~TOV DEC i975
~05 501 533 285 577 5~2 577 552 b7~ ~~~ !~52 226 5832

C. The followinb is a breakdown of aceidents by age and sex:

AGE GROUP IPI YEARS SEX OF DRIVERS

' 1~ and Under 27 I~tales 3 Females

16 151 ,~ 6~y ~;

17 279 " 93 ''
18 _ ig 755 " 29t~ tz

20 _ 24~ 1533 ~p b~g Si

25 - 3~ 1852 ~a 6~,9 „

35 - ~4 9p9 ~~ 347 ~~
~5 - 5~ 9z~ " 275 `~
55 - 64 667 ~~ 201 zP

b5 - 7~ 3p1 ~f g7 ~~

?5 and Over 103 '' 28 ~~

i~tot Stated 1079 s' 90 ~~
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7. The total number of pedestrian fatalities is 5.

' 3. The total number of operator iatalities is $.

, 9. ~e total number o~' passengor fatalities is 2.

10. The total number of all fatalities ~or 1~75 zS 15

c~~hich represents 0.22; o~ the total of a11 acci-

dents ior 1975. In 197~, a total oi 19 fatalitiEs

~ occurred out of a total o~ G346 aecidents. Thus,

the year 1975 has witnessed a~rop o~ O.OU~ in

.fatal aceidents from that or 19~~.

11. 1455 0~ 21.61~ of all 1975 accidents occurred be-

tc~aeen 4~ - 6~'i~l. Oi the 1~!~55 accidents, 231 or 15.~38;~

4aere on a rriclay.

. 12. The total number oi rnotor vehicles involvecl in

accidents in 1975 was 11,360. Of these, 8580 or

75.53i ~~ere driven by znales and 27$0 or 24~.47 ~ were

' clriven by females.

, 13. 33g5 or 3R•~5~ o~' the $580 male drivers were betweer.

the ages of 20 and 3~.

1~. 1338 or 4~.139 oi the 27~30 .female clrivers were

between the ages of 20 and 34~.

• 1~5. The analysis of all 1975 accidents showed that the

r~ost ~.ccic3ent prone time ancl day was betvaeen the

hours of 4:OOFi~•~ and 6:OOPM on a Friday aiternoon.



~

DOWA1TO~ntN PART~IidG, SPACE. IPJVENTQRY FOR 1R75

Oif - 5treet Lots:

~ublic 7122

Private ~838

Parking Garages: 1550

TOTAL OF OF~' = STR~T SPACES c 10, ~10

. TO~AL OF ON - STREET SPACES: 789

GRAND fipTAL 0~' ALL PARKII~IG SPACES : 11 ~~99

0

.


