
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 410

June 23, 2000

Detective William M. Dwyer, Jr., upon receiving the Chief’s Award, who on March

1, 1999, developed information from a confidential informant that led to the arrest

of three subjects who were responsible for five armed robberies and one homicide.

Detective Dwyers information was critical in identifying the perpetrators in the

January 15, 1999 murder.
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Detective Patrick J. McNulty, upon receiving the Chief’s Award, who during the

month of June 1998, conducted an extensive investigation into cocaine sales within

the city. The intense investigation required long hours of surveillance as Detective

McNulty strove to pinpoint the main distributor. When the supplier was identified

a search warrant for two locations was obtained. Detective McNulty arrested the

suspect which resulted in the seizure of over 14 Kilograms of cocaine (one of the

largest seizures in Rhode Island history).
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Officer Shawn M. Moffett, upon receiving the Chief’s Award, who on February 8,

1998, while on patrol and without the benefit of a radio call observed the clerk of

the Oakland Avenue Pizzeria chasing two subjects on Eaton Street. Officer Moffett

surprised the two suspects at which time they threw money and firearms to the

ground. These subjects were arrested and identified as having robbed the pizzeria

moments earlier.
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Detective Michael G. Panzarella, upon receiving the Chief’s Award, who began an

intense investigation into organized crime in November of 1996 culminating with

the arrest and conviction of sixteen members of the Patriarca Crime Family and

Associates in 1999. Detective Panzarella, working with a confidential witness

developed evidence which led to arrests for gambling, drug dealing, extortion and

attempted murder. This was Rhode Island’s largest organized crime arrest in over

twenty five years.
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