
TIDE CITY. OF PROVIDENCE LAM:W
STATE OF RHODE ISLAA0 AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION CAF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 158

Appraved, March 22, 1974

RESOLVED, That the City Solicitor be, and he hereby

is authorized to appear before the General Assembly and urge

passage of an Act Relating to Retirement of Employees of the

City of Providence, substantially in accordance with the

accompanying draft act.
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AN ACT
FLLAy T1:C: 1O. _u_',L~Ir~,i'+~;ivl Ol, EMPLOYEES

Q OF ~xJE CITE Oz FIiCVI1~EnCE .

y

ki is enacted.-by A e General Assembly as follows:

SECTIO'N' 1. S} -.. ~tion (li) of section 1 of chapter: 489 of

the public law& of 1923, entitled "An act pr a `--;to ovic.e for the re  r, i".enV

of the .em_ plod ep of the city of Providence", Bence", as amended; is hereby '.

arml~ded-: ,o read as follo;•:s

SECTT:O ? 1 Def~_~iti ons -

"(1l) 'Final com er~satiorl' shall mean the average annual

=compensation, pay .or salary  earnable by a member duringthe three

strcceosit-e years of his service as an elrployee:, during ttihiCii SL1C~1

?aas the >zi ones t • rov_ded however that I final com ensati cn taverage a g 9 P p

for all merbers w lc retire on or after October 1; 1973, shall mean j

the hi hest. rase coripe -s tion, pay or salary, excluding overtime, f
!

eaz~.aL1_,,  s. =~-•~_mbe- du_•_r~;s an one year of ~ service as an em l., I

i

EC The f=1"st paragraph of subdivision 1 of Section ~SL 2 ( ) ~

of Chc'tpt?r 4d9 of the public laws of 1923, e1~tIt1ed !'t1?"a act to provide

.ior ?:he, rf'L '~ 1E'^G Ci -,he eITnIoyeF`_ Of the city of Providence' as amended,

is .ereby amenued •~o read as follows...

"SEC. 5. '''le l _lod, of -P nancin ~ . - The funds hereby created are

the annuity sai-zngs 1'Lind', the ann'aity reserve fund, the pension accumu-.

1a 1.on fund and tlIe per_~sion reserve funca.

"(l) `7te anrl~i ;y. s^vir_r;:~ "v.nd shall be, 4 fund in which shall

be acci-imj..ilat-e%? cont7"ib41`::ions f-1, iti Ghe cOInpe'.:lsat_ion Qf r,eribeC'., tO provide

,A,i — 3  Jpc1  basisFor the. '_'r ai • ;,:  cir llQi/% .,



of Such tables as t17e' retirement board .`~21a.11 adopt.:~IiCi regular :i11tE`rC?S{ , #

. tit e wctl. ar'y of th,~ ret:i.x. e ment. s,ystenl h, 51 determine for each Class A
i

I e i-:ber the propo-ru.J..on of, the compensation ;'which, when deduc'ted f r om each 5

p" 
y,p ,.r . 

G'r. 1 'o.° ,r '.~'..r Ia i l annual a ~i t 
mils ~~ t-i prior 

, 
li~. ..:t,ii; ~ his y)1. p ctit..c~ c. r . ~. o i`.,In~._~,~ oripc ~~„~.or. ~~r .r tG i s

eli «'t.bility for' service rctir E9I ent. and accL?i'~IulaJGcd at regular .interest,

until his attainm nt. of the Ini nimum age of service retirement for h_s

group, shall be compilt d - to provide at that tire an annuity equal to the

pension p?~cj,ided on account of his service as a member. Such proportion

of compensation shall be computed to remain constant. in the event that

th:e provisions of this chapter for the determi_na.tion of the amount of the

pe-nsion of a Class A Emplo- ee on account of his service as a member shall

at any time be ariiended, the retire-ment board shall adopt, as of ".i-he

elffe,ctive date of such ai-ilerdment, rates of contribution for Class A

Ei,.ployees computed on the basis of such amendment and much contribution

rates shall apply to .Gl.i members who become Class A Employees after said

effective date ct"G tie a e attained upon entrance into such Class. FTo

increase in percentage contribution rates shall be required of members

vvho are so classified on said effective date, but any .such member ray
i.

elect prior to said date to contribute at the rat& as so amended

a ?liCaulC t^ hiS age a u a _(leCl on Cai fi rate. and til2reatter dP ~uCt1011s N
i- f

shall be r: ad.e 'rom his COmpe7isa-ion at such amended .-a te the retire . eni,

board shall adopt as of April, 1951 for Employees in Class B a percentage 7

corntri b .ticn. rate of f it ve (5 ) percentum, and thereafter deductions shall

be Ti-tad from   tile. compensation of ail meri:bers . so classified at this rate, ;

aLly'tiT-ir-g t0 the contrary aA „/ in this chapter notvri tI1Standl- n-; The Retire-

E!

etir t

Board ~ sh `a :opt, a o1 October 1, 196,8 for employees .in C'lav `
r'~?1~t oai l`1 c_1..i. c..~ Ll- f' f '' i 9

--
l-, n o .n  i

a percerta.ge contribut_i.on r'a.tc c.-.LPeight (8%) percen rr.r, and t_~ r a,ter
i
i

C!.e G.uct.ions shIali I)e made from  the Cori:~,Densat—ion of all, ;:,embers so classi- {

r 
; • JV L 1 ; -t •.

V t!':i r .' ~~, all,t; l h i.n~ to the col~trary in is Cl:~~pt ez' 11Gt?'JithS 7,1 d111 ~.

The proportion so cor::.puted z'or a mer.:ber one year. youn ser thane the 
rainimuri

r et_Ircment a~;e a.or servi ce rct.ireriient fl.. om his group shall bd. applied uo

any member t'rho ha-,3 attained a. greater age be-fore entrance into the

,t ~, ` he :~et:irelnel.to rd s'_rall adopt as of ~.i u1y 1, 19 11; z
reL 4,lreii.,,i_ S~ S LIOM. ,

for c: ploycees in Class A, a percentage contribution rate of eight

p scent im, an'd thereafter deductions sha.L e made f'.1.'O1?i i;r:E' CUr1p< YlSi7f i cr_

~, 
fe c- c ed a L. 't;,h'i 5 r'aLr3 ctry tlx: fl GCS i.P_ : COQ: i 

x'1"`
? l iJ i,1b f S } t. c .L a ̀~ :J _L .L 1., 4 ) i i



ch-.Apt:er' not taithst and ing. The.. proportion So, computed for a member on&_~

y:ea.,' younger than the minimurQ retirement ~~~ frr s`'rvi ce retirement

from his grroup shall be applied to any member who has attained a greater

age before entrance ante; the retirement syste..m.

SEC . 3 . Parag-ra.ph (c) of su d.iv_ s i on (1) and paragraph (b) of'

subdivision (2) of section 9 of chapter 11 89'  of the public lads of 1023

entitled ",gin act to provide for the retirement of the employees of the

city of Providence" as amended,. are hereby amended to read as follows:

"SEC. 0. Benef-its payable. - Service Peti.reme.nt. (1) Retirement

of a member on a service retirement allowance shall be made by the

retirement board as follows:

"(c) Any member may retire upon his written application to the

retirement board sc.tIng for 
r 
th at what-time, not less than thirty (30)

nor more thannir_ety.(50) days subsequent to the e.- ecution .and filing

thereof, he .desires to be retired,.provided that the said member at the

time so specified for his retirement shall have attained the minim_ t.

retirement age for his group and notwithstanding that,. du_-ring such: period

of notification, he may have separated from service. The minimum. ages

for service retirement f'rer, the groups created by section 7 of this act,

shall be as follows

GROUP NAME

1. Laborers, mechanics and workers engaged in duties.

requiring principally physically exertion ......... ._60

2.., Clerical, administrative, professional and technical

workers, engaged in duties requiring principally .

mental exertion ...................... .....60

3. Members of the teaching staff of the public schools of

the city of Providence ...................... .....60

4. Members of the.fire department of the city of

Providence.......... .......... .. .58

5. Members of the police department of the city of

Providence.. ............................ ......58

Notwithstanding the:..foregoing, as of - the lst day of April 1951,

the bf,u:' d ahall ;re-Class' f`y the membership Of Groups 1 and 2 'as Class A



I N

);~rri}nl.rayees and the membership of Croups 4 and 5 as C-1,ass E Employee

aril the m', nimun reL-ire:;:ent age., shall be as fol.loor :

Class: A Employees .......... 55 or, the age ci.t ?rhich 25
years c1' service _i_s completed
1.f p~'1Gr thereto'.

Class E Employees ..... ..•.55 or the are at- , which 20. `
years of service is completed
J f nrii or 1-.1-,eret0 .

When the duties of a member so require, the retirement board

may 're-classify him in another class provided that no member. having 15

or more years of service creditable to him as a member of one class may be

so re-classified.

Allov;a. nce on Service Retirement:

L _

"(b) if the .ember is. a Class A employee a pension which toa-ether

ti;ith his normal annuity., exclusive of any excess. annuity,. shale be equal

to one-fortieth of his final compensation multiplied by the first twenty

years of his total service credited, and equal to one-fiftieth of his

final compensation multiplied by the number ofy ears of his total service

credited` in excess of twenty years; and :,in_addition an excess annuity

v which shall be. the actuarial equivalent of his accuumulated excess contribu-

tions at the time of his retirement..

Tt L it

SEC. 4. Section of Chapter 489 of the .public lags of 1023

entitled "An act o provide for the retirement of the employees of the

city of Providence" as amended, is hereby amended by adding thereto the

lo11o.ino subdivision.

"(13) AdcLit_onal. benefits. - (a) The benefits for persons ?,aho

retired prior to 1/1r S shall be adjusted as follows: Th'e benefits of an-v

pOYl~iOner who retired of per COPtpletion C1f 25 years of service shall be in—

'~. 
t base 

1orlt1 -~ p f 
two hundred . ft $ 5

cr~:.a.se~. o a ''I:,~.Je ra....__~ci_„i pension o~ ~v.o h.~._ 1r~ci ii.>_ ~y aoll«rs (~?_~0 ,) ,

per month; provided, however, if the melrber elected to receive a reduce

pv-nsian in accordance with the available options, said $25v̂. monthly

benefit shall be reduced to reflect the option. elected. In the event

the pensioner had completed less than twenty-five years of service, he sI,a

5th of the above minimum benefits for each year.be entitled to receive 1/2 

of i-iis Service . (b) Those pensioners who rotir ed On Or after 1/1/Oc~

and before. 10/1,/73 shall receive a six per cent increase in their current

pension pay ,e%t; h0,•J- very if - the application of the T':7ini mum pension , bene-

.       u lur f_er benef_t, the r1ember shallf tescc -* b d in abo- e ~esu .-o 1

r
--cc ivy 

lr 
he1.a-7 e 

 b i!".l 1.0



SEC. 5. Subdivisions (1), (2) and (0) o' Section 13 of

Chapter 489 of the P~iblic Lars of 192 , entitled "An act to provide

for the retirement of the employees of the city of Frovidence" as

amended are hereby amended to read as follows

"SEC. 13. (1) Persons ti`,T:o have served as Mayor, or City.

Councilmen, for at least ten full legislative years since January 1,

10411, or as Mayor, or City Councilmen, for at least eight full legisla-

tive years since January.1, 1961, hereinafter collectively referred

to as elective officers, and who have reached the age of 52, or have

served twenty consecutive years as an elective officer of said City

of Providence prior to reaching such age, or have become totally and

permanently disabled prior to reaching such age, whether or not such

persons are now serving as elective officers or are .serving ̀-as such

at the time of attaining said age or becoming so disabled, shall be

entitled to a retirement allowance. as provided in this section.

"(2) Said retirement allowance shall be. computed at the rate

of one hundred ($100..) dollars per annum for each year, or fraction

thereof, as an elective officer of said City of Providence from

January 1, 17~t1 to Septernber 30, 1958; and at tree rate of one hundred

fifty ($150.) dollars per.annum for a full year of service as an

elective officer of said City -of Providence from October 1, 11068, to.

,September 30, 1969, and at the rate of two hundred ($200..) dollars per

annum for each year, or fraction thereof, as an elective officer of

said City-of Providence from October 1, i96Q to September 30, 1971,

and at the rate of five hundred ($500.) dollars per annum for each year,

or fraction thereof, as an ,elective, officer of said C=ity of Providence

from. September 30, 1971, and since any viithdrawal of h  contributions

as provided in subdi-,vision (o') of this section; provided, however,

that the total number of full years of service .for vhich an allowance

shall be paid shall not exceed tTenty years, except as, provided in the

Last sentence of subdivision 'S) of this section. Said retirement

allowance shall include credit for each year or portion of any year

served by said elected official on active duty Frith the United States

Armed Forces whic t said credit shall be computed at the rate of

..~ - +~-+...ems ~~^r._:,,..~.,.rr;,,v„i~,.,,.~s..-.r_. - ,.~..---ti+':~.3._..~`'~r+i...f. •... a..!:° ,e:•: e: r:.ihi~...•. r•F ..?s•'... qk"..!s.. s.....n' '.. ...a 'a_o



fire hundred ( $500, ) doll u_r nor+ arrn=, for ,e- c'_ full year or portion

thereof of said Ii?-1.1it,ary service provided However that said credit for

military service shall onljl ap1?1;7 to t'[tOSe persons were who t1 e e e1.ec~ed

of."icials for any period o-
1-4

line 1 rom January 1, 1971 or thereafter;

prav~ ed, however, that said reti,^ernent allowance shall be computed at

the .:_ate Of Y500..00 per annum fo each year, or fraction thereof, as

an elective official, including military service time, for any person

who served as an elective official for any period of time from

January 1, 1971 to the date of the passage of this act.

Any elective officer in office from.  January 1, 1971 may by

J,rftt'e-rr notice filed with the Retire- ent Board of the City of Providence

prior to October 1, 1973, elect to pay to the;kr_-,0.,ty Savinjs Fund

in such a - manner as shall be prescribed by said Board, .an additional

amount of one hundred ($10C.) dollars per year for each full year,

or fraction thereof, as an elective officer of said City of Providence

from January 1, 19!1 .to September 30, 1973

Upon such payment, anything to the contrary notwithstanding,

such amount shall become part of his accumulated contribution and

the.. iDeriod .of service on account of which such,-payment was made shall

be included in his retirement allowance -at the rate of five hundred

($500.) dollars per year for each year, or fraction thereof, served;

provided, however, t;rat the total number of full years of service for

which a.n allo.-;once shall be paid shall not exceed twenty years; except

as lorovided in the last :;entente of subdivision (6) of this sections. tt

11(6) Each elective officer of said City who is in office on

January 1, 1973, or i'TnU subsequent thereto becomes an e.l'ective officer,

shat contrib,'ate five hundred ($500.) dollars per annum of his compen-

s t-ion towa.-d' the cost of the benefii,S Urovided hereunder. Such contrd.-

butions 4,?ith 'accumulated interest may be iiithdra?tin at any time prior to

the co.tlmenceTiienI, of pay::ients here-under, provided that, upon such ~'1 tL?-

dra,--a1 all right, accrued under this section with respect to any service

.i - ,~,. ?~ e_e. •-~i. :sac;h tv_t_1dr .. ~..J,al sh

_ect not to withdraw such contributions with
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int,ei'es as hove pi--o-,,f (de(.l, ae, 
..
iii °e 1- t.~ j-i ~"l

iex S S..ic~.i.-L. a Ct'tC. ~E:C,~ t0 P_1S

c on: tributi.ons after four years shall have elapsed since he ceased to be

an elective officer. Required contributio_15 hereunder from electivet -

officers shall cease after t erty years of service, and any contributions,.

heretofore deducted for s erv:LCe in excess of t.-vjen11 y ','ears prior to

i`. October 1, 1972,, shall at the option of the elective officer concerned
I„

be refunded or applied toward the purchase of retirement benefits

under the provisions hereof in excess of twenty years, anything herein

to the contrary not,ithstanding."

SEC. &. The provisions of this act sh:li be applicable to all

persons who were elected officials for any period of time from.

January 1, 1971 to the of passage of this act.

SEC.. 7. In the event a person who t,.as an elective official on

and after January 1, 1971, shall decease and who

(a) served the required number of years necessary for benefits
ti.

as an elec-titre official u=nder this act but had not yet attained 'the woe

of 52 years; or

(b) was collecting benefits under the provisions of this act;

then and in such events, upon the date of his death; a benefit of one-half

of that amount to,which said person .would have-been entitled under the

provisions hereof had he survived or he was collecting, will be paid to

his surviving widow so long as said surviving widow shall remain sole

and unmarried and said benefits shall cease i=-diately upon the death

or..remarriage of .said surviving widow.

SEC. 8. T.othing.in the within act shall be, deemed to limit or

to impair accrued rights or benefits of any person who has heretofore

served as Mayor, or Councilman.,

SEC 9. No retroactive payments small be paid.as a result of

the passage of this act. An - increases in.benefits as a result of

the passage of this act shall become effective. as of July 1, 1974.

There shall be no reduction in.benefits presently received under the

Retireraert System by any pensioner:
I

SEC. 10.. This act sh-a:l.l..take effect July 1, 1974.


