THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 402
Approved ~ May 8, 1975

RESOLVED, that the Providence Health Centers, Inc.,

is requested to initiate a Federal Hill Health Center.

IN CITY CQUNCIL
MAY 1 ?975
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April 16, 1975

Board of Directors

Providence Health Centers, Inc.
469 Angell Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02906

Dear Sirs:

During the past several months, a most serious and per-
plexing problem concerning a large percentage of residents
requiring health services in the Federal Hill area has been
- brought to our attention,

- The problem specifically relates to the Providence Health

- Center's decision to consolidate their health delivery facilities
to service larger geographical areas as opposed to the neigh-
borhood concept of health delivery services. The resulting
affect of the closing down of the Federal Hill Health Center
which was located on Atwells Avenue has been a dramatic decrease
- of medical services to residents of the Federal Hill area.

To illustrate the impact of the health center's decision
to close the Federal Hill operation, it 1is our understanding
that the Federal Hill Health Center was servicing approximately
1200 patients per month. At the present time, from the best
information avallable, less that 60 residents of the Federal
Hill area are receiving medical services at the new facility
located on Cranston Street. The decline in health services
to the residents of the Federal Hill area is in excess of ninety
per cent (90 %) and when we relate this to individuals who are
not receiving medical services, the individual count is well
over 1100 per month. '

One can argue that the Providence Health Centers have taken
the initiative and with the approval of the Federal Government
have constructed a modern health facility to service eligible
residents within that facility's geographical area of service,.
No question that the governing body of the Providence Health
Center's decision to close the neighborhood facility was made in
good conscience, thelr ultimate goal being quality health ser-
vices for all eligible participants. However, no matter how
comprehensive the design of a health program, the ultimate
criteria for success or failure will be primarily judged by
its ability to service that segment of the population which is
in most need. If it falils in its delivery of service to all
residents, then, no matter how grandiose the program, 1t can only
be deemed a failure.
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On behalf of the residents of Federal Hill and the entire
city of Providence who are in need of health services but for
one reason or another cannot avail themselves of these regional

“health centers, we are petitioning the Board of Directors.of
the Providence Health Centers to reestablish the neighborhood
health centers in the Federal Hill area and throughout the
city of Providence,

lRespectfully submitted, / . éa{{25%52i>
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///“‘ %. Me Mario Turchetta
Counci: » 13th Ward Councilman, I3th Ward
cc Mr, M. J. Martinez, Acting Director, Providence Health Centers
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April 16, 1975

Mr. M. J. Martinez

Acting Director

Providence Health Centers, Inc.
469 Angell Street

Providence, Rhode. Lsland 02906

_ Dear Mr. Martinez- i

During the: past several months, a most serious and per-
plexing problem concerning a large percentage of residents
requiring health-services in the Federal Hill area has been
.brought to our attention.

The problem specifically relates to the Providence Health
Center's decision to consolidate their health delivery facilities
to service larger geographical areas as opposed .to the neigh-
borhood concept of health delivery services. The resulting
affect of the closing down of the Federal Hill Health Center
which was located on Atwells Avenue has been a dramatic decrease
of medical services to residents of the Federal Hill area,

To illustrate the impact of the health center's declision
to close the Federal Hill operation, it 1s our understanding
that the Federal Hill Health Center was servicing approximately
1200 patients per month: At the present time, from the best
information available, less than 60 rzsidents of the Federal
Hill area are receiving medical services at the new facllity
located on Cranston Street. The decline in health services
to the residents of the Federal Hill area 1s in excess of ninety
per cent (90 %) and when we relate this to individuals who are
not receiving medical services, the individual count 1s well
over 1100 per month.

One can argue that the Providence Health Centers have taken
the initiative and with the approval of the Federal Government
have constructed a modern health facility to service eligible
residents within that facility's geographical area of service.
No question that the governing body of the Providence Health
Center's decision to close the neighborhood facility was made in
good conscience, their ultimate goal being quality health ser-
vices for all eligible participants. However, no matter how
comprehensive the design of a health program, the ultlmate
criteria for success or failure will be primarily judged by
its ability to service that segment of the population which 1is
in most n=ed. If it fails in its delivery of service to all
residents then, no matter how grandiose the program, it can only
be deemed a fallure.
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On behalf of the residents of Federal Hill and the entire
city of Providence who are in need of health services but for
one reason or another cannot avail themselves of these regional
health centers, wesare petitioning the Board of Directors.of
the Providence Health Centers to reestablish the neighborhood
health centers in the Federal Hill area and throughout the
city of Providence. .

Respectfully submitted, éaégzg%%é£;>;;ﬁf;
/
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Ant ony C Mario Turchetta ' SRV
Councilman, 13th Ward Councilman, I3th Ward

cc:é Board of Directors, Providence Health Centers, Inc.
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