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RESOLUTION OF TH E ClTY C~U NCI L
iF~s `to ~

, ~ ~~pravecl. May 8, 1975

RESOLVED, that the Providence Health Centers, Inc.,

is requested to initiate a Federal Hill Health Center. -
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Bo~rd of Dir~ctors
Providence Health
469 Angell Strset
Provi~ience, Rhoc~e

D~ar Sirs:

April 16, 1975

Centers. Inc.

Island 02906

During the past several months, a r~ost serious and per-
plexing,problem concerning a large percent~.ge of residents
requiring health services in the Federal Hill area has been
brought to our attention.

~ The problem specifically relates to the Providence Health
~Center's decision to consolidate their health delivery facilities
to service larger geographical areas as opposed to the neigh-
borhood concept of health delivery services. The resulting
affect of the closing down of the Federal Hill Health Center
which w~.s located on Atwells Avenue h~.s been a dramatic decrease
of inedical services to residents of the Federal Hill area.

To illustrate the inp~ct of the health center's decision
to close the Federal Hill oper~.tion,it is our understanding
that the Federal Hill Health Center was servicing approximately
1200 patients per month. 4t the present ti~e, from the best
information available, less that 60 residents of the Federal
Hill ar~a are receiving medical services at the new facility
loc~.ted on Cranston Street. The decline in health services
to the residents ~f the Federal Hi11 3rea is in excess of ninety
per cent (90 %) and when we relate this to individuals who are
not receiving medical services, the indinidual count is well
over 1100 psr month.

One ~an argue that the Providence Health Cen~ers have taken
the initiativ~ and~with the approval of the Federal Government
have constructed a modern health facility to service eligible
residents within that facility's geographical area of service.
No question that the governing body of the Providence Health
Cent~r's decision to close the neighborhood facility was made in
good conscience, their ultimate goal being quality health ser-
vices for all eligible participants. However. no matter how
comprehensive the design of a health program, the ultimate
criteria for success or failure will be primarily judged by
its ~.bility to service that segment of the popul~tion which is
in most need. If it fails in its delivery of service to all
residents:,then,no matter how grandiose the program, it can only
be deemed a f~ilure.
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P~.ge two
Prov. Health Centers
April 16, 1975

On behalf of the residents of Federal Hill and the entire
, city of Providence who are in need of he~.lth services but for

one reason or another ca.~not avail themselves of these regional
health cent~rs, we are petitioning the Board of Directors~of
the Providence Health Centers to reestablish the neighborhood
heaZth centers in the Federal Hill ar~a and throughout the
city of Providence.

Respectfully submitted,

~ --- /r ,~
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~ ~ t hon . Me o ay
Couric~~- a, 13t h T~Tard

cc:

~ /

r~ 7 ~I ~

Nlario ~urchetta
Counc i L:nan, i3t h?Jard

Mr. M. J. Martinez, Acting Director, Providence Health Centsrs
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April 16, 1975

Mr. M. J. M~.rtinez
Acting Director
Providence Health Centers, Inc.
469 Angell Str~et
Providence~ Rhode.lsland 02906

~ Dear Mr. M~:rtinez: :

'~''~'~ During the past several months, a most serious and per-~: .
~~'"~ plexing.problem concerning a large percentage of residents... .w ,, -. : .

' requiring health~sernices in the Federal Hill arza has been
, brought to our attention.

The problem specifically relates to the Providence Health
Center's decision to consolidate their health delivery facilities
to service larger geographical areas as opposed.to the neigh-
borhood concept of health deliver~ services. The resulting
affect of the closing down of the Federal Hill Health Center
which was located on Atwells Avenue has been a dramatic decrease
of inedical services to residents of the Federal Hill area.

To illustrate the imp~.et of the health cent~r~s decision
to close the Feder~.l Hill oper~.tion, it is our understanding
that the Federal Hill Health Center was servicing approximately
1200 patients per month:. At the present time, from the best

, information available, less than 60 r~sidents of the Federal
Hill area are receining medical services at the ne;~ facility
located on Cranston Street. The decline in health services

, to the residents of the Federal Hill area is in excess of ninety
per cent (90 ~) and when we relate this to individuals who are

~ not receiving medical services, the individual count is *~ell
over 1100 per month.

One can argue that the Providence Health Centers have taken
the initiative and with the approval of the FederaZ Gonernment
h~.ve constructed a modern health facility to service eligible
residents within th~.t facility's geographical area of service.
No question that the governing body of the Providence Health
Center•s decision to close the nei.ghborhood facility was made in
~ood conscience. their ultim~.te ~o~.l being quality health ser-
vices for all eligible pa.rticipants. However, no matter how
comprehensive the design of a health program. the ultimate
cri.teria for success or failure will be primarily judged by
its ability to service th~t segment of the population which is
in most n~ed. If it fails in its delivery of s~r~ice to all
residents then, no matter how grandioss the program, it can only
be deened a f ailure.
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Page two
M.J.Martinez
April 16, 1975

On behalf of the residents of Federal Hill and the entire
• city of Providence who are in need of health services but for

one reason or another cannot avail themselves of thes~ regional
health centers. we~~are petitioning the Board of Directors.of
the Providence Health Centers to reestablish the neighborhood
health centers in the Federal Hill area and throughout the
city of Providence. ~~,.

:~espectfully submitted,
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• ~, 1Y NIario lurchet~a
- Councilman, 13th ~rlard Councilman, 13th ~+lard

cc:~ Board of Directors. Providence Health Centers, Inc.
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~ '^'_u' - '. ' ~ . . . tt1-' y ~ ~rti ~ .~ : -c~~. <.t;,J1 ~..'s i- ., r~.,y

r~ r;'+ Th~ federal governm~nt s readiness to~strengthen ~_~?

°r ► ̀.ttie .cHighly successful~~ p'rogram`_ of.";neighborhood j,~;

' ° ' . health ~are in •Providence. is prai'seworthy, but :the
;':' ..-~;-=----._ ~w..~...,,~t's,..`~nrl»rinar:the..number _ .

-~.~i • -- ` ~._ ~ 
-.-.~ 5t}, ~ _

; ~,~was greatest n t`, ~~'~,z.~ ~, s ;;. , ~ . ~ ;, ,~t.. ' ' .

;~ ~ ~ s`:~F . .Sefore the, centers were operied,ithe only~ way • . . ~'

'~~r'~~~inany~,a~poor~:family or`individ~aL'could get needed ;

4;;~~~ ~~elp'was to ̀hirte taxi :service to ~ go to and from a`

' J~#~ yhospital:clinic. The`time. consumed •and money spent ~:- ;

.,: ~',+;on' travel often` coinbined ~to ~ discourage 'visits, and . `

>~ailments went untended that could adversely_ affect '.. :~'~
a ~

`'w '~+'an ailing person for a long tiine` ~"• ` , ~ ~ '~' ~' J

; ~C~'~s~s -The opening of ~the neighborhood centers ended ~,

• `, , ~ the:travel'-and-money,•.problem for ~thousards. A child . ~' :.

~. ',~~~could~.be-bundled up,:aad carned.a..few b?~cks to a:_,. _~

{:~ centert in the. .immediate ,neighborhood; there was .

~„ ~:: the ~ assurance that ̀-an,~ailing adult or cliiid ~~. ~ , ~ :J ~'

'~:not~~have to travel ~far~~or.`wait long to get netded '
. 

',.~
• " help in time of illness. ,~•, ̀ ` . "` :`~ . ~ ,, ; ~ „M' ~~

Now the plan, is to reduce the number of centers ,~ ~

,; so that. better 'care and more sophisticated services '; ..~

,; can. be made available. There . is no ~ dou'ot that a.,.~

; broader spectrum of services ̀could :be; provided :n . , . .

~ larger quarters and even perhaps that more people .~,

! might be served if. staffs of the new .facilities wcre ;:~~ ";

' ~ strengthened. ::: . Y '_ . { ,~ ;: J . r

;'' ',;;~ ' But Rep: Aldo Freda, Democrat of Providence `;'':~~

.• and a nember of the state House of Representatives, ';

- •snoke for himself and five other political figures on ,. _<~
;,,;~;Federal;Hilt when he declared "vigorous and unalter ~~.

• .:.s; t::. •' : able" opposition to ,the ~ consolidation propos~l: ~ The '; . '>~

~'.~'.~,~center at Federal.Hi11 quite'-clearly has earned the .

~ ~. support of community leaders ~;;,' ' , ' '
'~;, :' Could not the .~ neighborhood concep~t' be ~ pre-"+ i j
,• ~,.
_.,,,~served by using„two or three"=of existing facilities
';;f;as regional centers where more space could be found °~~~~'~

.. . • ...

~;+ ~"'<` and ,a broader : variety, of ~ services made available?
;=.Persons. calling ".a't:;smaller ~rieighborhood Jcentcrs -

;`" could be referred .to.'the: ~egional, centers if 'those .;;_,, ,

~ `~ expanded :~c.eriter."s had;;services: not availabl~-%at~t~Yie:~;~'M :.';

'' ' neighbornood centers ;; ~~, ' ~ , -~ - ~
. • T...,.._,,.,...» .,.,a ~.~e.,~s~l~e,,,.,~ +1,. nP;ol~hnrhood , .

~ " me ca care program.is a'~hi hly desirable Qoal -"_ ;

. nus, a purpose .reduce :the accessibilit of `;

~ ' — e a as contributed to their

~' ess u .operahon~' Surely. there; must be room ~~;:a

~' ~-~,w~ or compromise'tha will permit . improvement of ~•`= l;;

::' services ~ without adversely affecting the .pattern of "`~ :.:

~ ~ relationships .that has §prung up ~under the : original :,. .: ~ _;';.~5

~ {~ . Sy$teni. ) ~. ~:~': ~ a~ t ~' {, F •. ~ ' ' 7 ,~ :
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, ITtie~ Federal>Hi11~Incentive`-~'~. _ , ,
,,.-Corporarion;~the ~neighborhooc}%

~ ai4ti=poverty ~unit,' ~today`eri L
: dorsecl;~the effort of state~leg= .

islators from the: area ~ta~re=~
,: tain the Federal Aill neigh= ~

~borhood health~center on~At='
, wells'Avenue -,j ,~ "^~;

~~•"^''~:F
On:~ Monday Rep Aldo;.

Freda reported •he -had pro-',
tested to the Boston regionai '
director of the Office of Eco-~'
nomic' Opportunity~ against a
consolidation plan to cut the ~
number of centers~fror~ 10-to •
onlyr five and - eliminate the .

•, Atwells Avenue center, ,.. ,
Y' ' ' . : ~:.~ •.. . .

, ~ ~2ario. T~trchetta,- chairman;
-. of ~he neighborhood .organi-w:

zation; pledeed the. group's
wholehearted , support, in the -

• move to keep :the center.. He~:.
said; the facility has been a
"blessing'~ . to the people of;
the;~ area ~ for the' last , five- .

' yeais. • •. ~ ~ ". ' . : ;
-Mr. ~7~rrchetta • ~§aid thaC:

~ most of the health.center pa-,
tmns are poor or elderly and:
cannot ~~ afford 'to pay for
transportation to other areas
when they require medical at-•

- tention: .. , _ ,

Ne'ighborhood residents, tie. ~
added, haVe come to• know
and rely upon the physicians
and nurses and' need their
sen•ices. Forcing'them to ~o

- else~vhere, he asserted, would
' work a hardship on Federal, i
r Hi11 residents~ =~. r ~ ' ~
.1 ~


