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THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND P&OVIDENCE PIANTATiONS

~

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
11%. 3 4 ~

January 13, 1984 ~`~Approved ~ ~ ;. ~. ,
,; r~, , r i + ~. ~~ ,.

. ~ _ ~ ~

~~
r' ~

~~ ~.RESOLVED, DECREED AND ORDERED: y' ~~{~{. ~
That the following named street shown=as~cro~ss-hatched

area on the accompanying plan entitled, "Providence, RI Depart-

ment of Public Works - Engineering Office, Street Line Section

Plan No. 064249, dated July 5, 1983",

VIZ:

Harkness Court, its entire l~ngth between Weybosset

Street and Pine Street, shown as cross-hatched area on accompany-

ing plan and designated by the letters (A-B-C-D-A) having ceased

to be useful to the public and is proposed to be abandoned as a

Public Highway, subject to Water Supply Board securing a permanent

easement which would measure 87 feet from the corner of Weybosset

Street along Harkness Court and the width of Harkness.Court, the

area to be accessible to the Water Supply Board at all times for

maintenance and no permanent censtruction to take place on this

easement; and the damage to the abutters is appraised at nothing

and so awarded, and it is further

ORDERED, That the Director of Public Works be and he is

hereby directed to cause a sign to be placed on the above-named

highway abandoned as aforesaid, having ttiereon the words, "Not a

Public Highway"i. and it is further

ORDERED, That after the entry of this order or decree the

City Clerk shall cause a r.otice thereof to be published in a news-

paper published in the County of Providence at least once a week

for three successive weeks and a further and personal notice shall

be served by the City Sergeant upon every owner of land abutting

the above-named highway which has been abandoned, who is known to

reside within the State.
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' ~:; tf CIT~ OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS v

i ~. r „

i PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL
~

tF ~

i f "~ ~

rs a f~" ~

I t~+ :-. sx ~ i
TO THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE: ~ ;.' ~ ~`.,~ ~ " i

t~
.' T u y~ signed respectfully petitib s;your honorable body

, to abandon Harkness ~~ ~t,. its enitre lei~gth~ ~
, between Weybosset Street and Pine Street. '^+ ~~,'ts r
I - 'o ~ :

', The undersigned ' t e_owner of all of the proper~y
on both sides of Harkness~ The Street has not.been

' used for a number of years. Its narrowness and its close
proximity to Delta Street h de this street unnecessary.

'I The abandonment of Harknessa~~~T should have no effect on ,

, the City of Providence traffic patterns. •

I OLD COLONY C0-0PERATIVE BANK

BY ~~ ~~`~~ - r ~
Mark A. Pfe fer, G~~er~al Co~unse
and SPnior Vice Pr~~id~;nt ~~

By ~ '_ ~'~~._. ~ ~ ~-
Pau Willson, Senior ~r~ic~+~Pr~sident

~ ~ ~
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, City of Providence
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Rhode Island

I~epa~iment of City Clerk

- IViEMO~ANi)U1VI

, DATE : June 2 Q, 148 3 .

T0: ~'oseph DiSanto, Director of Public Works ~

SUB~ECT: Michigan Avenue (Portion~ Hay Street CEn.iter). Harkness Street (_ Eniter}_

CONSlDERED BY:Committee on Public Works -

DISPQSITION:.Attached are copies of the subject petitions for your study
and report back in writing to the said committee, along with a list
of abutting property owners and tracing of the area, as soon as practical.

` ~ ,~ ~~-~~~ ~..
First Deputy ~ity Clerk



~. . ~ Ci4y of Providence
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Rhode Isiand

I~epar~ment of City Clerk

: ~o~v~€.r~

DATE: June 20~ 19.83

T0: ***

~
SUBJECT: Michigan Avenue (Portion~._ Hay Street (Eniter~ Harkness Street ~Eniter~

CONSI~ERED BY: Cammittee on Pub~ic works

OISPOSITION: Attached are copies of the subject petitions for your study

and report back in writing to the said.committee,as soon as practical..

*** Stanley Bersteix~, Director of Planning and Urban Development.~- ~~'.

Frank Tibaldi, Traffic Engineer --tr~

, Wiley Archer, Chief Engineer-WSB. — ~"-~'~-'--X ~ - °`~ ̀  y`~ " ~ ~

i Sanford H. Gorodet~ky, Commissioner of Public Safety.

~ % f .~~~~~-
First Deputy 

Citp Clerk
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. City of Providence

_ 
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~ ~ ~
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Rhode Island

Department of City Clerk

MEMORANDUM

- DATE : 
~~urie ~8, 1.983

T0: Charl.es A. Pisaturo, City Soli~itor

SUBJECT : ~A~xr~~ss s~~~T oR ~ou~aT

CONSIDERED BY: Committee on Publa.c warks

DISPOSITION:
Attache~ is a copy di ti~e ~ub~ect petition, far your

study.

It has been brought to the attention of' the Comm~.~tee,
by the City erzgin~er, fhut the above subj~ct matter is ~
n~ivate gangwa~ and whether or not this_ needs a Public Hearing
ar appro~al c~f th~ Ci.ty Councii, since the petitioner's ocan
the pro~~rt~r pm t~~t~ sides of the p~c~posed abandonment.

'~h~ area in question is cro~sed hatched in red.

~' C~~~
FIRST DEPUTY City Clerk



, ' TILLINGHAST, COLLINS & GRAHAM
' COUNSELORS AT LAW

~ 2000 HOSPITA~ TRUST TOWER

I PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

(401) 456-1200

June 28, 1983

City Clerk
City hall
Providence, RI

Attn: Mr. Michael R. Clement
First Deputy Clerk

Dear Niadam:

On June 10, 1983, ~ae filed on behalf of our client,
Old Colony Co-operative Bank, a petition for tkie abandonment
of a street between Weybosset and Pine Street which we referreci
to as Fiarkness Street. We have since learned that the name
of that Street is Harkness Court.

I understand that the petition has been referred to
the Committee on Public Works. I respectively request that
the ~etition be amended to correct the name of the street to
be abandoned to °'Harkness Court".

If you require anything additional from us in order
to make the amendment to the petition, please call me. We shall
supply ~ahatever corrective documentation you require.

. Very truly yours,~~., ~

~ ,;~ f r 
~~~!/'

Stanley A. Bleecker

SAB/ka_o

. r _>

. J
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~'.~ RICHARD A. CARROLL W A T E R S U P P L Y B O A R D
I Chairman
, 105EPH G. FORMICOLA '
' Vice Chairman '
~ MARY A. NOCERA ~ Q'P

Member ~~
~ ARMANDO PARILLO t~ - _

Mem6er
EVELYN V. fARGNOLI ~ ~
founcilwoman ~K ~

ANDREW J. ANNALDO ~"~'~~~
Councilman

JERonnE i. snRON CITY OF PROVIDENCE..• Ex-officio

June 28, 1983

Councilman James Petrosinelli
Committee on Public Works
City Clerk's Office
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Councilman Petrosinelli:

WILEY J. ARCHER, P.E.
Chief Engineer/Generel Manager

WILLIAM J. MCGAIR
Legal Advisor

JAMES A. LOMBARDI
Secretary

On June 21, 1983 this department received from the City Clerk a memorandum
and a copy of a Petition to abandon Harkness Court, its entire length
between Weybosset and Pine Street.

We have reviewed this request and find that we have two 4-inch services
which serve the bank building at ~F54 Weybosset Street.

We cannot abandon this portion and must secure a permanent easement as shown
on the attached drawing. The easement required would measure 87 feet from
the corner of Weybosset Street along Harkness Court and the width of Harkness
Court. This area would have to be accessible to the Water Supply Board at.
all times for maintenance. No permanent construction coulii take.place on
this easement.

If you require any additional informatiori, please advise.

Very truly yours,

i~' v ~
Wiley J.
Chief Er.

ms

enc.

cc: Mr. Edward Bondarevskis
Sr. Principal Engineer, WSB

r, P.E. ~
/General Manager

552 ACADEMY AVENUE • PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND • 02908 • 401-521-6300
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FRANK A. TIBALDI
TRAFFIC ENGINEER

i

GITY Op
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VINCENT A. CIANCI, JR.
MAYOR

IDEPARi'MENT OF TRAFFIC EI~IGII~IEERIIv1G

July 5, 1483

Committee on PubTic Works
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Gentlemen:

The Traffic Engineering Department has received the
following proposed abandonments and offer no objection
to those listed belnw:

1) A portion of Michigan Avenue

2) To abandan Hay Street betweett Pine
Street and Weybosset Street

~ To abandon Harkness Stree~ between
Pine Street and Weybosset Street

, Very truly yours,

: ~L ~.

~ Frank A. Tibaldi
7raffic Engineer

FAT/it

60 Ernest Street • Providence, Rhode Island 02905-0134 •(40I) 781-4044
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~.,,', ~~~'o ~'he City lPlan Commission

40 FOUNTA/N STREET PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

July 23,1983

~' Committee on Public Works
c/o City Clerk
City Hall
Providence., Rhode Island 02903

Attention: Michael Clement

Subject: Referral No. 2101 - Proposed Abandonment of Harkness Court

Gen~lemen:

The City Plan Commission, at its July 6,1983.regular monthly
meeting, reviewed and evaluated the.subject referral which contained a

' request by the Old Colony Co-Operative Bank for the abandonment of Harkness
Court from Weybosset Street to Pine Street.

The Commission's comments and recommendations are as follows: -

A field inspection revealed that Harkness Court is a 12 ft.
wide asphalted driveway which services a parking lot that is
owned by the.petitioner.

Harkness Court is a paper street and has no important value
as a public street. Its close proximity to Delta Street has
made the subject street unnecessary. The subject abandonment
should have no effect on the traffic pattern of the surround-
ing area.

' Therefore, the.Commission
Voted: - To recominend to the Committee on Public ~7orks that no

objection is offered to the granting of this petition.

Sincerely yours,

~~ -~~ ~ ~~,~--- _ _....
/" ~tan~ey Ber stein

Director—~
SB/cd „ •
cc: Councilwoman Carolyn F. Brassi~l ,~ ,

" ' : ' _ . i,
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THE CtT'Y ~F FRC?V1t~EiVCE

CI~"Y SERGEANI''S OFFICE

~ T~-1f5 IS TO CEI2TIFY, That I have ~aused tbe notice, of which a true cnpy is
hereta anneled, to be served u~on the following named persons, hy handin~ td each of
sai<i ~ersons, ar by Ieavin~ at t~eir last and usual place of abode in this State a true
copy ot said nutice, to wit: ABANDONMENT OF HARKNESS COURT, IN ITS ENiIRE

' LENGTH BETWEEN WEYBOSSET STREET AND PINE STREET.

, PLAT LOT NAME ADDRESS

20 41 Old Colony Cooperative Bank 58 Weybosset St.
Providence, R.I. 02903

~~ 59 ~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~

COUNCILWOMAN CAROLYN Fe BRASSIL

CIT~' SERGEANT
GIACOMO MP:RTONE



'I THE CITY O~' PROVIUENCE
.,

~ CI'~Y SERGEANT'S OFFICE

~ TN1S IS TO CERTIFY, '['hat I have ~aused the notice, of which a true copy is
~ hereto anncxed, to be served uYc~n tl~e foilowing named persons, hy handing to each of

said persons, or by lea~in~ al their last and usual place of abode in this Stale a true
copy af said nutir.e, lo wit: ABANDONMENT OF HARKNESS COURT, IN ITS ENiIRE

LENGTH BETWEEN WEYBOSSET STREET AND PINE STRFET.

. PLAT LOT NAME ADDRESS

20 41 Old Colony Cooperative Bank 58 Weybosset St.
Providence, R.I. 02903

5 9 ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~

COUNCILWOMAN CAROLYN F. BRASSIL

'X SERGEANT
COMO MARTONE

'~~~' ~~'~%~~~~'-~

~%~ ~~



~ ~

CHARLES A. PISATURO, ESQ.
CITY SO~.ICITOR•

~~ CITY' pp p~,

~C °mt:,° p[.
O~` :~ ~ d
-' ~ zi

~N M~

~ "~%ou4eo d 
P

DEPARTMFNT OF LAW

. . Augus.t ~2, 1,983,

• Councilman James Petrosinel~,i., Chaixman,
Committee on Public Works,
c/o City Clerk's Office,
City Hall,
Providence, R.I. 02903. •

Dear Councilman:

RE: HARKNESS STREET (OR COU~T)--
( ABANDONMENT 0~ )

VINCENT A, CIANCI, jR.
MAYOR

In response to a recent request from your Gommittee ~ox an opin,ion, qn tk~e
above subject, the foilowing is submi.tted.

Section 24-6-1 of the Rhode Island Genera~ Laws c~enera],J.y .speci~ies
the procedure for abandonment; and Secti.on 24-6-2 sets ~'Qrth tk~e
procedure for public notice (copy of each secti.on attached).

I understand from the petiti.on in this matter fzqm the abuttir~g o~z~ers
that Harkness Street has not been used for a number of years and that
it is quite narrow.

In spite of this, it is my opi.nior~ and counse~, that it would be pze€erabl,e
that the regular procedure for abandonment, inc~.uding a publi.c hea~ing
and notice, be followed in this case. This is especi.a7.l.y so because the
street extends between two major thoroughfares--[~Teybosset Stzeet and
Pine Street, and hence, the public has acc~ui.red a publ.ic easement of

, passage, the de facto abandonment of whi.ch i.s not certain or ve~ified
•' at this time. Further, the regu~ar abandonment procedure is a~so advi.sable

for purposes of establishing good title i.n the abutti.ng owners, aftez
. abandonment by the City.
t

If you have any further questi.ons on this matter, please let me know.

L~
ery tru7,y you s, ~

~~-~~~ ~ ~
CAP:RAF CHAR~A. ISATURO,

CITX SpLI.CITOR
cc: Old Colony Co-Operative Bank

Att. Mark A. Pfeiffer, General
Counsel and Senior Vice President

Encs. 2

55 Eddy Street • Providence, Rhode Island o2903-1727 •(401) 421-7740
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~ a'~ ~ ~ ~ ABANDONMENT BY TOWNS 24-fi=1 ~ '

r: ~
~ . . ~ ~

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ' ~
f~~
~~

~ Hietory df 9eciion. '
".

, ~ -,
§,~~~ G.L. 1896~ ch. 74; § 10; G.L. 1909, ch. 87, .

t` 4 10; G.L. 1923, ch. 99, § 10; G.L. 1938, ch. 83, ~,..:, ~:
~. § 4; G.L. 19b6,, g 24-r32. , ~~.

~` - ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
_~ ~

~,~~,' '~ 24-b-3~. Ir~jury to guideposts. — Every pers-,,n who shall injure; ̀,
~' 'mar or deface any guidepost or its substitut :., agreed upon as .+~~~ -
{.'. afores~id, or board which shall be set up as is h.~ rein provided; shall , ~~
~''befined not exceeding twenty dollars ($20.00) nor ~ess than five dollars ' k~
~f ($5:00) to the use of the town. ' x~.
~' , - . . 

`' . : ~- r

~~iietorY of Section. ~roea•Referenc+. s. Injuries to road signs, . , F:
.. G.L. 1896, ch. 74, § 12; G.L. 1909, ch: 87, penalty, § 11-22-7,.

~,
r"
?{~- `' ~§ 12; G.L. 1923, ch. 99; § 12; G.L. 1938, ch. 83,

' 4 6; G.L. 1956, § 24-5-33. ,
,~~

,~= '. •24-5-34. Jameatown and New Shoreha~ exempt. — The ~,'
~. ~rovisions of §§ 24-5-28 to 24-5-33, inclusive, sk;all not apply to the =r

~~=1`. :~~ :towns;'of Jamestown and New Shoreham. , ~:.
~ - ~~•~:;;
y~ ̀ ' ̀

.
Hietory. of Section. ,y. :
G.L, 1'896, ch. 74, § 13; G.L. 1909, ch. 87, , .

': § t9;' G:L:, i923, ch. 99, § 13; G.L. 1938, ch. 83, ~ ,
`

s,,', .: S 4~ ~.L. 1956, § 24-5-34:

. 
. .

'h
~} ..'

. .. _ ~ .
. . .

"._..f'.`~ .• . . • 
. ~ ~ " . " 
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CHAPTER 6 . •, ~.

,;;> ;

~ ~ .ABANDONMENT BY TOWr: S . ,.
y8&~l70N.~

~ ~.,c
- 3SCffON.

,~

5?~4B-1. Order of abando~lment — keversion 24-&3. • Damages payab~ to. abutting" •' :
of title — Notice. landowners. __ : ` ,' ~°

~`
~f-'°:

~ 24~6-2. Notice to abutting landowners of 24-fr4. Jury tria~ on damages. ~
' ~ '

;'
~. proposed abandonment , , . r, y

~- ~~~
:Y'

. . ~ . ~~ ' . . ~ . . _ ' . ~
' . . . . . . . - ~ -

.. 
i.~1

-,t:

24-61. Order of.abandonment -- R.eversior~ of title Notice. ̀ ;
Wheirever; by tlie judgment of ihe tiown council of' any town; a highvC~ay ~ ` ';~'

fiwa in said town, or any part of either, h~.s ceased to be useful ~ `'
''~a„~~c the town council of said town is au~;horized so to declare ~

~~`~ _ rt by ,an order or decree which shall be. final and conelusive, and ~u. E~
~' ;, . i~ereupon the title of the land upon which snch highway or driftway ``~
,~; t~r part: thereof existed shall revert to its owner,. =~nd the town sha~l ~e ~. ~.' ~

; no :louger liable to repair the same; provided, h~awever, that the s~id ~~ ;` ~
tow~ council shall 'cause a sign -to i~e placed at each end of such <'_ ~
lughway • or driftway, having thereon the words "Not a public •." ;
h~g~iivay", and after the entry of the said orde~• or decree shall also~ ''

:~+c~uae~. r •a notice 
thereof to,, be published-~in a newspaper of generi~il - r.. .~ .

ei~cu}ation, prmted in English at least once each week`:for three (3) '~, :,__ ~ . .
{ 

F t'~ . ~ . . ~ , .
' '

!,
~ "

~ i . . .

~~ 1.I~ ~ . . ' . ~ ' . . .
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~.!
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~24-Fi-1 HIGHWAYS 48
'

~ 
~

'.
~ ` , ..

successive weeks in such newspaper circulated withir said city or town ;. t#, ~soundaries~ ~tf8~t ~of va

~
' and a~ further and personal notice shall be served upo° ~ every.owner of .-

, ,
;;,. '~

f.are conveyance_ on
,~~;Paan ~t~ ~efer~nce

larid abutting upon that part of the ~~~'~way or dri{ ~way which has ~ '~ i~'~ ceater or 8iiie of. hig

~ been abandoned who is known to reside witKin this ~. ~~ate but nothing ~~,I$n~,;,g ~~omPe~'~m~
~ herein contained shall in any manner affect any priv~:te rigi~t-of-wa~-

,~
~ Bt►~et or, h~war_ 8~

over t}ie land so adjudged to be useless as a highwa r or dMftway if
2 ~,
~~ ~~ ;~~~onment~ 46 A:I.:it. 2~

far sdheri

' 
:•

~
;such right had been acquired before the taking of ~,uch iand for a

~~•
.~

Necesaity . ~
~~o~au~- p~~ '

.,, ~ liighway or driftway: . . : ~ ~ ~cort,nuance of .St~eet
~ . ,;; .'L.R.760. > .
,~ . - _

~; ~"

gl.rvate easement i~

., r Hietory of Section: Comparative I:egiad•r. ~[on. Abandoninent of =
~~

3iindoned, or closed by pu

G:I,. 1896, cti. 71; § 30; P.L..T903, ch. 1106, highways: ~ ' ~

; § 2; G.L. 1909, ch: 82, § 30; G:L. 1923, ch. 95,
_ -

Conn. Gen. Stat. & l; a-43.
~y,

'.,~

.

24-s-2. NQ~1C~'~.
~.:

4;30; G.L. 1938, ch. 72, § 30; G.L. 1956, Mass. Ann. Laws ch. -2 ~ 3U. .' ` ' i
~ Y ~ §=~4-6-1~ P.L. 1967, ch. 214, §, i; P:I.. 1975, cti.

F74,
~ . :~, B6~aandonmen~ - ~

. .
~

§ i. ,
~ny h~ghway.or.dri~.

w : . ; ~ rwner-s of tl~e;:lan~

-'
NOTE3 TO DECISIONS

` ' 
,

+
~. ~~~iftw~y vaitt~~n: thE

AxntYsts owner's property w~thc ~ due proceas of law. ~'~y ' ~ A a ains~ such aba~
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~ ~ Old Cc~lor~y The Newport
Cc~-operattiv~e Nationai

_ Bank Bank
58 Weybosset Street, Providence; Rhode Isiand 02901

Telephone (401) 831-7900

. September 6, i983

Wiley J. Archer, P.E.
Cn i ef Eng ineer
Providence Water Supply

Board
552 Academy Avenue
Providence, Rhode Islancl 02908

Re: Abandonment of Harkness Court, Providence

Dear Mr. Archer:

Please be advised in connection with Old Colony Co-
operative Bank's petition to abandon Harkness Court, that the
Bank will grant to the Water Supply Board a permanent easement
running approximately 87 feet from the corner of Weybosset
Street along Harkness Court the width of Harkness Court, as
sliown on the attached drawing. The easement will provide for
access at all times f or any necessary repair work and will
further provide that Old Colony will not install any permanent-
type building or facility on the easement that could obstruct
your access.

In the event that you have any questions concerning
this letter, would you please contact our attorney Stanley A.

. Bleecker, Tillinghast, Collins & Graham, (401) 456-1200.

Very tr uly your s,

Mar k A. Pf eiff er
General Counsel
Senior Vic e President

SAB:wpc

cc: Committee on Public Works
City Clerk's Office
Providence City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
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