
~ ~+ THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
` STATE OF RHODE ISIAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY C~UNCIL
No. 314

Effective X~~~~§~~G~(X May 30, 1994

RESOLVED, That the City Council Opposes and urges Defeat

by the General Assembly of House Bill 94-H 9042, An Act relating to Alcoholic

Beverages - Retail Licenses.
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S T A 1' E 0 f R N 0 D E I S L A N D

IN GENERAL ASSEHHLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1994

A N A C T

RELATINC TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERACES --
RETAIL I.ICENSES

94-H 904T

Introdviced By: Repe. Larqe, Lauzon,

. Cacter, Hontalbano and Hartineau

~ Date Introduced: February 17, 
1994

Aeferred To: Committee on Corporatione

It is enacted by the Ceneral Assembly as foLl~crs:

1 SECTION 1. Chaptec 3-7 of the Ceneral Laws entitled 'ReCai1

2 Licenses" is hereby amended by adding thereto the folio~:ing section:

3 3-7-3.1. Limi[ed class A licenses. -' Limited class A licenses ~

~ ~: 4 may be issued by the department of business reRulation to any pe~son, ~f ~r~~

5 firm or corporation oWninR one (1) or more convenience stora~-'"auth" or- ~ Uv~'~~?

. 6 izinR [he holder to keep for sale and [o sell at the place therein de-

, 7 srribe~ r..ait and vinous beverages (bu[ not beveraAes consisCinA in

8 Whole or in parc of aicohol produced by distillation and not for con-

' 9 sumption on the premisee vhere sold? at re[ail in coniunction vith and

10 in addition to the eale of nonalcoholic beveraAes, foodstuffs, nevs-

11 papers, magazines and o~her convenience store items. The ~rovisions

12 of sections 3-7-4 and 3-5-11 shall not applv to [he holder of such

. 13 ~ limited class A licenses vrovided, hoWever~ holders of such limi[ed

... clase A licenses may not sell malt and viCoLL9 beveraRes vith?n the

~ :S hours set fcrth in s~ction 3-7-23 or e~ the days set Eorch ir. sec:'__~

~ ;6 3-E-1 (ac 4hic~ t:;~es and on vhich davs all malt and ~:i~ous he•.•eraePs

~.. !7 ,:'";"all be se~regated ira~+ ethec merchandise and c.ea:lv marked ns ^.:~ ~"r` ---- —



1 availab:e for sale). The annual fee for a limiced class A 1►ce~se

2 shall be one thousand dollars ($1,000) prorated to the year ending

3 December 1 in every calendar year.

4 SECTION 2. Title 44 of [he Ceneral Lavs enci~led '~Taxa[ion" is

5 hereby amended by adding there[o the follouing chapter:

6 CHAPTER 44-54

7 CROSS RECEIPTS TAX

8 44-54-1. Tax imposed. -- There is hereby imposed on the Rross

9 receipts oE any retailer holding a limi[ed class A License under

10 section 3-7-3.1, a tax of one percent (1X) on such re[ailer~s ~ross

11 rece:pts frorr. the sala of malt ar.d vinous be•:era~es. This tar. shal!

12 be in addition to any other taxes imposed under the authority of this

13 s~ate.

14 44-54-2. Administra[ion. -- The Rross receipts tax shall be

15 reported by the retailer on i[s Rhode Island personal income Cax

16 return under chapter 30 of this title or its business corporation tax

17 under chapter 11 of this ti~1e, as applicable, and shall be payable on

18 the due da[e of such return. A11 laws, rules and :e~uLations includ-

19 ing provisions as to audit, sta[u[e of limitations and rights of

20 appeal RoverninR [he business corporation tax shall apply to the gross

21 receip[s tax imposed on recailers c+hich are corporations and all such

22 LaWs; rules and re~ulations governinR the personal income tax shall

23 apply to all other retailers. The Rross receipts tax shalt be paid to

24 the ~eneral fund.

25 SECTION 3. Section 3-5-14 of the Ceneral Lavs in Chapter 3-i

26 entitled "Licenses Generally" is hereby amended ~o read as folloWs:

21 3-5-14. Licenses issued by department af business re~ulatioa. --

28 The right, pover and jurisdiction to issue manufacturer's,

29 vholesaler's or retailer's Limited class A, class G and ciass I

30 litenses shall be solely in [he department oE business regulation,

31 provided, [hat before the department shall issue any class I license

32 it shatl first receive the approval of the licensing authority of the

33 tocm or city in vhich Che premises covered by the class I License are
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1 located; and provided, further, tha[ the number of Class I licenses in

2 the s[ace shall be limited to cne (1) to each tventy-five [housand

3 (25,000) of i[s inhabitants as de[ermined by [he ls[est census [aken

4 under the au[hority of th~ United States or of this state.

5 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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94 H 9042 EXPLANp.TION

BY THE LECISLATIVE COl1NCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATINC TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERACES --
RETAIL LICENSES

s::~

' 1 This act c+ould permic the departmenc of business regulation

2 to issue limi[ed Class A licenses to convenience stores elleving

3 the sale of beer and vine only and in the same manner as o[her

4 licensed retail estabtistunents and imposes a gross receip[s cax

5 of 1X of such sales.

' 6 The act vould [ake eCfect upon passage.

DT1264

~;

—4—



' RAXMI~ND DETTORE. ]R.

C6airman and Secrelary

ARL1NE EELDMAN

Vicc-CAairman

TERESA ORABONA
ALAN COSTANTINO

MARGARET DEFELiCE Board of Licenses
"Building Pride ln Pro►~rdeiice"

May 10, 1994

. The Honorable John Harwood

Speaker of the House of Representatives

State House
Room 323
Providence, Rhode Island 02908

RE: 94-H 9042

Dear Speaker Harwood:

VINCENT A. CIANCI, JR.

Mayor

Attached is a copy of a position paper which,I have no quarrel with.

However, let me personally express my opposition to 94-H 9042. If this bill

becomes law, it would create a nightmare for its enforcement. Right now the City of

Providence has its hands full with the existing liquor establishments within our borders.

Especially with the college population presiding here daily most of the year, to add what

could amount to several hundred additional liquor licenses to our City, that we 
would be

responsible.for, but not have a say in their location is unconscionable.

It is of tc~y opinion that under the Rhode Island Constitution and passed

decisions of the Rhode Island Supreme Court, we woul~ not have to allow these 
licenses in

our City.

I am sure that our City Council would support the Providence Board 
of_Licenses

position to fight the location of these type of liquor licenses in Providence.

I'do not see the need to explode the number of stores which would 
have the

• ability to sell alcoholic beverages in this City or this State.

To the best of my knowledge in this part of the country, the 
only states that

provide for this type of liquor licenses have State run liquor stores 
for the sale of hard

liquor.
,,k,<"`
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May 10, 1994
Page Two

In conclusion, I request that you give great thougtit to this bill before

you or your colleagues vote for this very unneeded legislation.

Thanking you for your consideration.

RDjr/llh

Very Truly

.

R ond Dettore, J .
Chairman & Secreta y

CC: Joseph Gallucci, State Liquor Control Administrator, State Liquor Control

~ Colonel Bernard Gannon, Chief of Police, Providence Police Department

Mayor Vincent A. Cianci, Jr.
Kevin McHugh, Esquire, Assistant City Solicitor, Law Department

Richard H. Aitchison, License Administrator, Board of Licenses


