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CITY OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND . MAYOR JOSEPH A. DOORLEY, JR.

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk

William H. Matthews
First Deputy

Clerk of Council
Clerk of Committees

Dorothy K. McGinn
Second Deputy

DEPARTMENT OF CITY CLERK
CITY HALL

July 22, 1969

Vincent Vespia

City Clerk

Department of City Clerk
City Hall

Providence, Rhode Island
Dear Mr. Vespia:

In accordance with the provisions of Resolution of
the City Council No. 328, approved July 7, 1969, I hereby
appoint the following members of the City Council to the
Special Committee of the City Council to Study Tax Exempt
Properties in the City of Providence:

Councilman William J. Murphy

Councilman Sanford H. Gordestsky

Councilman Joseph F. Prete

Councilman Peter C. Moran

Councilman Richard D. Worrell

Respectfully Submitted,

IN CITY COUNCIL ) M
ci

AUG 14 1969 President-City CO

WHEREUPON IT IS ORDERED THAT
iE SAME BE RECEIVED,

: ZLmjﬂiaﬂ.
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE .+ MAYOR JOSEFH A. DOORLEY, JR.

The Public Service Engineer

prasceaaerd 112 Union Street, Providence, R. I. 02903

Public Service Engineer

July 7, 1969

Mr. Vincent Vespia
City Clerk
City Hall
Providence, ERhode Island
Dear Mr, Vespia:
I enclosed herewith the Bill of the Narragansett Electric
Company for the month of June 1969, for the street lighting of

the City of Providence, in the amount of § 43,896.36.

Very truly yours,

—_= %wg/ // %&.4,;&2//

Frank S, Meadus
Public Service Engineer
FSM/jd

IN CITY COUNCIL

... AUG 14 1969
BROVED T mreremomes
LM&% RECEIVED OF DEPARTMENT OF CITY CLERK

CLERK August 27, 1969
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PUBLIC LIGHTS

TOO: NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY

STREET LIGHT OUTAGES FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 1969

15 Hours

UaGO

2 Hours O.H,

3213 Hours O.H.
Hours U.G, H.N.

241 Hours U.G.

145 Hours O.H,
Hours Underpass

g0 Hours U.G.,

24, Hours O.H,

Hours O.H.

. IN CITY COUNCIL

v AUG 141969
PROVED: ) .

CLERK

INCANDESCENTS
1000 Lumen @ *007197
1000 Lumen @ .0039L1
2500 Lumen @ 007882

1000 Lumen @ 011712

MERCURY VAPOR

15000¢ Lumen @ .02,168
15000¢ Lumen @ .019185
15000c¢ Lumen @ .014003
21000 Lumen @ .028404
7000 Lumen @ .013703
3500 Lumen @ .011212

Total Street Lighting Bill
Total Outage Deduction

_ Net Total Bill for Month

.12
13090
1.71

$ 43,923.29
26.93
$ 13,896.36
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August 14, 1969
- To the Honorable the City Council A Y .7§;w Tagrem
of the City of Providence ,(uf«-v ‘342 ¢ - ~

Gentlemen:

. We face a new fiscal year and a new series of
fiscal problems. Or perhaps it would be more accurate to
say that we continue to face an old séries of fiscal .
problems, but with néw and evér more serious - and more

disturbing - implications."

We find ourselves within a ring of circumstances
6haracterized by needs which are almost limitless, and by
resoufnes which are at the breaking poinn. This ring of
circumstances continues to tighten about Providence, as

indeed it does about every American city.

In various meetings in Washington, and in other

" cities, and in the deliberations of the United States Con-
ference of Mayors, I have spoken out'vigorgusly'to the
point that while we are meeting - with.minglea desperation'
and hope - what has been called the "plight‘of the cities" -

Whatbactually lies collectively before us is a national




To the Honorable the City Council ' .
of the City of Providence -2- . August 14, 1969

dilemma, and for which the ultimate solution must rest upon

federal recognition and reaction.

Pending that time - and I pray it will not be
long delayed - we must fend for ourselves, ahd address our
efforts to our straightened condition in a resolute and
.fo;thright manner. In this vein I present to you this
evening a proposed budget for fiscal 1969-1970 recommending
expenditures of $52,644,682 and anticipating receipts of.

$52,699,278, showing a "book balance" therewith of $54,596.

Fiscal 1969-1970 will be - literally - a unique
year consisting of the nine months between October 1, 1969
and June 30, 1970. This fact in itself deserves full ex-

‘planation.

In resolving the deficit operations of the Provi-
dence School System, which I shall present subsequently and
at more length in this message, we faced the alternative of

a substantial increase in the real property tax or the

adoption of the shorter year. The logic in selection of the

shorter year lies in recognition of the cht‘that retirement
of the sc¢hool deficit and achievement of a "pay as you go"

status, once accomplished is expected to restore a normal



To the Honorable the City Council g

- of the City of Providence -3~ . August 14, 1969
relationship between and among educational requirements and
the financial demands of other departments and functions
rightfully expecting appropriations from the total revenues

- available for their support.

Foreshortening of the fiscal year has been publicly
referréd to by certain critics as a "gimmick" to avoid a tax
increase. I say to this Honorable Body this evening that
"gimmick" or no "gimmick" I regard avoiding a tax increase -
so long as that is possible - as an effort reflecting prudence

and wisdom.

Because the year ahead, being nine calendar months,
is in so many respects dissimilar from the present or past
twelve month years, I shall devote very little time to at-
tempting comparisons, leaving it to you Gentlemen to make
such detailed analyses as you may wish, based upon the budget

document submitted herewith.

Two important observations do appear necessary at

this point:

First, we are dealing, beginniné October lst with
" a fiscal year which is three-fourths the usual fiscal year,

but few expenditure categories exhibit a three-fourths re-

.




To the Honorable the City Council ‘ ‘

of the City of Providence -4- . August 14, 1969
lationship to a full twelve month opération. There are
several reasons for this, the principal one being that our
- annual operating costs do not fall into twelve equal monthly

installments. Hence the cost for operating the city govern-

ment for the next nine months will amount to approximately

ninety percent of the true cost of the present twelve month

ear. This in itself is a sobering thought and a cause of
genuine concern for the problems which may present themselves
in the fiscal year next succeeding the budget year, hamely,

the twelve months of fiscal 1970-1971.

Second, receipt categories - like ekpenditure cate-
gories - in some cases vary markedly from a three-fourths
~ relationship, most significantly in the area of real and
personal property taxes. In thebniﬁe_months between October
1, 1969 and June 30, 1970 this budget anticipatés the col-
lection of $35,021,034 or some 102 percent of the property
taxes due and payable in the present twelve month year. In

this single fact is the sum and substance of a carefullyﬁéon-

sidered plan to meet present financial emergencies. It is

in the difference between ninety percent in 6ver-all expehd-
~itures and 102 percent in property taxes, that>I-can see a
way clear to achieving a financial balahcé in fiscal 1969-
1970, and hopefully in.fiscal 1970-1971, while a£ the same

time meeting. our obligations to residents’and'taxpayers. In
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this connection, however, let there be no mistake and no mis-.

representation: the payment of a twelve month equivalent in

real and personal property taxes within the new nine ménth
fiscal period will not be a painless procedure. Nevertheless
it has the virtue of being a "one-time shot,; unlike an in-
crease‘in the tax rate which would establish recurring

'premium payments each and every tax year.

With your permission I would like now to move de-
scriptively into certain principal functions of our city
government which have shaped our financial picture today,
and which will create new dimensions for our future next
year - and in succeeding years. Earlier in this message I
referred to a percentage of the true cost of operating the
city government for the present ﬁwelve—month year. The
difference between the operating costs budgeted a year ago,

and present-true operating costs is the largest single

factor with which we must contend, and is primarily accounted 7

for by deficit spending under the former School Committee.

The facts are these: the recommended and approved budget for

the present fiscal year amounted for all purposes to
$53,422,294. 1In addition thereto during the course of the
year, and for the reason above cited, it became necessary to

make a supplementary appropriation for educational purposes
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of the City of Providence -6- August 14, 1969
of $5,550,000 to keep our public schools in operation. Other
supplementary appropriations of $150,000 for welfare purposes,
$50,000 in connection with a reorgénized Department of_Publié
Property, and other‘and lesser supplementary appropriations,
will cause the true cost of fiscal 1968-1969'to exceed
$59,000,000 and approach a level of $60,000,000. Wishful
thinkihg being of little value in financial matters, it is
upon this basis of the present year's true cost that we must

consider and take action for the year to come.

By reason of its being the largest single cate-
gory - as well as recently the most unstable - I will turn
first to education. In the budget document before you you-
will find a recommended $22,968,750 for the nine months for
the Pfovidence Public School Systemrfor'fiscal 1969-1970.

Included within this amount is $21,700,000 for operating

purposes during the next fiscal period, $1,250,000 to retire

thé remaining school deficit, and $18,750 for_tﬁe Public
Schooi Estaﬁes Revolving Fund. Further, the principal and
intereét payments on séhool capital debt in thg new fiscalA
period will appréximate $l,§23,600. The tbﬁai for educa-
tionai expenditures récommended in this bddget is therefqre
: ih excess of $24,390,0Q0, or 46.3 ?erceﬁt.of thé tdtal of

all municipél expenditﬁres proposed next year for financing
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of all of the activities of cify government. Recalling that
Awe:depleted our own reserves, accumulated by economies over
several years to provide the $5,550,000 to meet the school
crisis this year, and that the 46,3vpercént recommended in
next year's budget for educational purposes is up from some
30 percent when we first took office, I think that np.one,
looking objectively at the problems of financing central
city operation, can say this is anything other than a very

real and solid commitment to .the upgrading of our school

szstem. I believe it is a commitment which we must accept

and underwrite, and that we can do this constructively since
we will have, in fiscal 1965-1970, a new appointed School
Committee which has demonstrated diligence, patiehce, and
rationality in the approach to educational issues. Further,

. that Committee is served by a Buéiness Manageﬁent function
reporting jointly to the Committee and to the Superintendent.
I consider this arfangeﬁent essential, in a kind of "check and
balance" relationship, if we are to achieve bettef education

within our ability to meet the cost of necessary improvements.

Next and of great relative importance to the urban
scene today is the matter of public safety{ The budget before
you proposes $7,444,833 to cover the various departments and

' divisions'included‘in this category. The largest component

B
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of the City of Providence - -8- " August 14, 1969
of - this recommended cost is expenditures proposed for police
and fire protection. I am firmly committed - as I believe

you Gentlemen of the Council are also - to the maintenance of

law and order with justice, and my recommendations, consistent
with available resoufces, reflect that commitment. I am,
however, unable to report to you at this time a fully anti-
cipéted final cost for theée protective services. I have
included within the budget for this category $350,000
representing a ten dollar a week salary increase for both
police and fire; neither has éccepted this offer, and as of
this moment fire department salaries are going to arbitration

and police department salaries remain in negotiation.

In former years I have inclﬁded prominently in this
message my hopes and aspirations for achieving a more economi-
cally sound, a more livable City 6f Providence through stepped
up activities in ufban renewal. I maintain those same hdpes
and aspirations and wqﬁid be remiss were I ﬁot to report to
- you concerning them. As I said to this Councillih my message
of ;ast_year, we are already experiencing significant increases
in'rateable_property investment, reflééting a contiquing and
indreaéihg cOnfidehce in our‘city on the part 6f private in-
vestors: This trend has continued and is demonstréted in the
, fact that,approximateiy'half of the net'incréase in anticie 

pated tax revenue for fiscal 1969-197b will derive from new

o
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private investment in urban renewal areas. >I expect renewal-
stimuléted revenues to increase very substantially in down-
town Providence within the next several yeérs, particuiarly'
as new investﬁent bécomes induced by the presence in -the
Weybosset Hill area of a new and attractive éports—Convention

Center;

During the next fiscal period we will be entering
into new developmental procedures, instituted by the federal
government, involviﬁg new coﬁcepts of planning and execution
of urban renewal projects. Referred to as NDP (Neighborhood
Development Program) the basic approach of the new concept
is a federal "pay as you go" operation. A community can no
lohger enter into a financial aid contract with the federal
government for an advance period.of'five to ten years. The
concgpt now requires a city to implement plans for a twelve-‘_

month period. If the objectives for this period are sub-

stantially completed, then - and only then - will federal

funding be approved for the second year.

PurSui£.of this érogrém'with its.érémises of
earlier and larger rewards, together-withfthe opening of
' renewal field offices in Model Cities, West BroédWay and
Féderal Hiil East, will require for fiscal 1969—19707the
addition of fifty-four néw positions within the Depértment
of Planning and Urban Development. As in the past, three-
. fourths of the net*cdst»will be met from federal funds; the

local one-fourth is provided by a recommended increase of
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$100,000 in round figures in the Item 0 for PUD.

Model Cities, which a year ago was in planning
stages, has recently been allocatedv$2,200,000 to effec-
tuate, during the coﬁrse of the next year, some twenty odd
programs of physical, social and economic betterment for
thelModel Cities area and its residents. Like NDP Model
Cities will be federally financed on an annual "pay as you

go" basis. Unlike NDP, federal participation is larger

than three-fourths. The propésed budget recommends a bargain

$60,000 to be expended as the local share of the'$2,200,000

federal grant. -

Because, Gentlemen, our circumstances are both

straightened as noted - and complex - this year's budget

message may well seem an extendedlone. In summary and con-
clusion I must'say.this to you: by virtue of a fiscal year.
next year —_and next yéar only - of three mbnths_lesser
duration, and with the'collection of twelve monﬁhé}_reVenue
during this new fiscal period, I believe we can become fully
current and completely balanced in terms of the proposed
budget'aé projéctéd.to June 30, 1970. Since £his balance is
of a pfécarious nature at best, I look With some apprehen-.

, sion - as we all musﬁ - to fiscal 1970—1971.5 If is bbvious

to me,. as I am sure it is to you GenElemen of the Council,

e s e g A
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that as a central city the demands for services, supportive

and other, are characteristically high, and despite our urban

renewal efforts, our expectations of increased local reve- .
nues must be realistically modest. In short, the prospect

that the needs of our citizens, and consequent demands for

increased services, will outstrip the local ability to finance

‘these needs and demands, is a very real and a very sombre

prospect.

In my opinion, we are going to have to look in;
creasingly to the federal government which in considering at
least a token Revenue Sharing Program has indicated the
stirring of an increased awareness of local financial prob-
lems. In my opinion too, we are going to have to look to
the Sﬁate of Rhode Island for increased financial_help,
particularly in the area of public schools, an area in which
the cities of this State are seriously discriminated against

in the application of the Grant-in-~Aid to Education formula.

Only a few days ago our local paper carrled a
banner headline announcing 29 towns and c1t1es are increas-
ing property taxes - some by very substantial margins -

29 Gentlemen, out of a total of 39. Ten,vof which Provi-

dence is one, have not proposed a tax rate increase for next

year.
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With your assistance and understaﬁding, with the
utmost in economy and increased efficiency in administra-
tion, and with the earnest hope that unforeseen and untoward
_ events will not upset the precarious balance to which I have
referred, it is my hope we may continue anbtﬁer year to |
similarly hold the tax line, for we must frankly recognize
Ithat a very substantial tax increase is mutually inconsistent
with our basic objective 6f securing reinvestment in the re-

building of our City.

Gentlemen, I thank you for your many courtesies and
for your cooperation during the past year, under sometimes
trying circumstances. I look forward to our continuing part-

nership in the fiscal period which lies ahead.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph A. Doorlay, Jr.
Mayor of Providence

JAD :mmh

IN CITY COUNGIL
- AUG 14 1969
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND . MAYOR JOSEPH A. DOORLEY, JR.

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk

William H. Matthews
First Deputy

Clerk of Council e F Dorothy K. McGinn

Clerk of Committees T Second Deputy
DEPARTMENT OF CITY CLERK
CITY HALL
Sguly-22, 1969

Vincent Vespia

City Clerk

Department of City Clerk

City Hall

Providence, Rhode Island
Dear Mr. Vespila:

In accordance with the provisions of Resolution of
the City Council No. 198, approved April 4, 1969, I hereby
appoint the following members of the City Council to the
Specisyl Committee of the City Council to Study and Report
on the Reapportionment and the Redistricting of all Wards
in the City of Providence:

Councilman Anthony B. Sciarritta

Councilman Louis A. Mascia

Councilman Donaid E. McKiernan

Councilman John M. Murphy

Councilman William G. Bradshaw

Respectfully Submitted

IN CITY COUNCIL
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WHEREUPON IT IS ORDERED THAT President-City Council
TiE SAME BE RES:EIVED

CLERK
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JOSEPH C. SCUNCIO

CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY
FRANK LAZARUS ;
JOHN J. SHEEHAN, JR. Eis ks

BUREAU OF LICENSES

CITY HALL, PROVIDEMNCE. RHODE ISLLAND 02903

To the Honorable City Council,
City Hall-Providence, Rhode Island.

Gentlemen:
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 2275 of the
Public Laws of 1935, the Bureau of Licenses submits,herewith,

a report of its activities for the quarter,ending June 30, 1969:

INTOXICATING BEVERAGES~-LICENSES

No. Amount Total
€lass B Viectualling 1 1,000,00
"Class D Club 1 100,00
. Class D Club 1 250,00
Class F 24 Hour 6 60,00 1410,00

BUSINESS AND NON-BUSINESS LICENSES

Laundry L7 470.00
Food Dispenser 75 1615.00
‘Sunday Sales 58 580,00
" Parking,Sundays 5 230,00
"Peddlers 39 130,00
" Junk Gatherers 1 5.00
-Second Hand Stores 158 3950,00
" Foundryman 1 5.00
* Junk Shops 23 575.00
- Police Constables with power 6 150,00
.Private Detectives 1 25,00
‘Permit to carry weapons 9 18,00
"Hackney Carriage Power Vehicle 10 100,00
"Hackney Carriage Drivers 72 72,00
*Frozen Dessert 72 1845.00
'Vehicle License (Paid) 59 118,00
‘Permit to sell revolvers,Retail 2 10.00 continued.



JOSEPH €. SsCUNCIO
CHAIRMAN & SECRETARY
FRANK LLAZARUS
JOHN J. SHEEHAN, JR.

CITY HALL, PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 02903

Page 2, continued Business and Non-Business

Intelligence Office, 1lst Class
Show and Dance

Pool Tables

Bowling Alleys

Athletic Exhibitions on Sunday
Bingo

Conduct Business 1 A M.— A.M.
Transfer Licenses

Certificate of Lost Licenses
Peddlers Badges 41

Junk Gatherers Badges 2

Lost Dog Tags

Newsboys Badges A
Hackney Carr,Dr,Badges 72
Hackney Carriage Markers 10
Truck Markers 59

Petroleum _
Storage,Petroleun products

Dog Licenses

Dogs
Kennels

No. Amount Total

11 550,00
432 4,121,,00
L 250,00
1 10,00
4 35.00
73 615,00
7 70.00
24 260,00
2 4,00
51.00
2.50
12 3,00
ll- 5000
72.00
10.00

59,00 16,018,50

31 310.00 310,00

2735 4428.50 L428,50

3 30,00 30,00

Respectfully submitted for Bureau of Licenses,

IN CITY COUNCIL
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WHEREUPON T I3 ORDERED THAT

ZTHE SAME BE RECEIVED,

—tr el szjyﬂaﬂax

CLERK
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Scuncio-Chairman and Secretary





